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1951 as Biggest Year for Disking 
Envisioned by Decca's Rackmil 


Depending upon a flock of politi-¢+ 


cal and economic factors which 
can't be predicted as yet, the disk 
industry will have the biggest year 
in its history during 1951, accord- 
ing to Decca prexy Milton R. Rack- 
mil. In forecasting the strong up- 
beat, however, Rackmil stressed the 
“iffv’’ aspects of the future domes- 
tic and global situation. 

Whatever else happens, the plat- 
er industry will gain from the 
sharp production cutbacks in other 
fields. Rackmil pointed out that the 
curtailment of such items as tele- 
vision sets, console radios and 
home appliances will force retail 
outlets to push platters as one of 


their main sources of revénue. 
On the bright side, Rackmil also 


declared that at least 3,000,000 
phonograph machines, most of 
them playing three speeds, had 


been sold during the past year. 
This represents, he said, a vast and 
continuing market for disks in the 
months ahead when other forms 
of home entertainment will not be 
So readily accessible. From the mu- 
(Continued on page 41) 


NBC’s Video Tribute 
To Richard Rodgers; 
Line Up Top Stars 


Special one-hour tribute’ via 
television to composer Richard 
Rodgers on his 25th year in show 
business is being lined up for the 
NBC video web March 4. Show, to 
be titled “Richard Rodgers Caval- 
cade,” will spotlight many of the 
hit tunes composed by the cleffer 
for Broadway musicals, in associ- 
ation either with the late Lorenz 
Hart or with Oscar Hammerstein 
2d, his present partner. 

Program will also feature a 
number of the musicomedy stars 
who first appeared in the Broad- 
way shows, several of 








That D.C. Music Critic 


| Now Playing It Safe 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
Paul Hume, music critic of the 
Washington Post, apparently isn’t 
inviting further correspondence 
since he got the well-publicized 
letter from President Truman be- 


cause of the pan of daughter Mar- 
garet. 

In reviewing soprano Virginia 
Davis’ concert here last week, 
Hume started his critique, “If I 


may venture to express an opin- 
ion... . He liked the offerings of 
the daughter of 
Davis anyway. 


Majors Nurse 237 
~ Backlog in Case 
OF SW Strike 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Hollywood film studios are sit- 
ting pretty, as far as product is 
concerned, even if the Screen 
Writers Guild carries out its threat 
to strike. Eight major companies 
have a total of 257 features, either 
in the backlog, in the editing rooms 
or in various stages of production. 

Completed films, ready for dis- 
tribution, number 176. In addition 
are 48 films in the editing process 
_and 33 shooting. Added to that are 
50 story properties, completed or 
nearly so. 
| Members of the Screen Writers 
Guild have pledged $109,925 to 
|date as a strike fund, in case the 
producers fail to agree on a new 
basic working agreement. 
| Numerous checks have been re- 





maestro Meyer | 


| fairly steady 
|that “My L. A.” has been seeking 


WOO L.A, PUE 


[ 
prio 


Hollywood, Dee. 19. 
Appeal to a pair of human frail- 
| ties— the urge to make a fast buck 
and the desire to be a part of show 
business—is being made over local 
radio stations in a pitch to raise 
money for a legit show tagged “My 








L. A.,” the first show ever okayed | 


for stock sale by California au- 
thorities. Copy makes it sound like 
a “blue sky” promotion, despite 
the state blessing and the fact that 
the L. A. Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce is one of the heavy backers 
of the musical. 

Radio drive for funds is the lat- 
est—and, the promoters hope, the 


| last—stage in the two-and-one-half- 


year campaign to get the show on 
the boards. Response has been 
in the four weeks 


stock buyers, and more than $100,- 
000 of the needed $173,000 has now 
been raised. William Trenk, presi- 
dent of the production, reports that 


' the show will open late in Febru- 
‘ary—if the present rate of stock 


sale continues unabated. 
Public sale of shares, according 


‘to Trenk, is predicated upon the 


desire of those associated with the 
show to make “My L. A.” a truly 
_civie venture. And, he claims, stock 


‘is being bought in just that spirit. 
| Virtually all of the letters enclos- 


ing $102 for each unit of stock 


-mentions the purchaser’s “joy and 


(Continued on page 46) 





CBS Rushes 


Coast TV City 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 





| aol | Timetable on construction of 
whom will | ceived although the pledgers are CRS’ $35,000,000 Television City 


be making their TV debuts. Among not required to put up the coin on the edge of Hollywood is being 


hose currently being negotiated 
— for the special eneaes are 
Vorude Lawrence, Mary Martin, 
} a Zorina, Ray Middleton, Sono 
Sato, Celeste Holm, Dorothy Sar- 
-_ Jane Froman and James Mel- 

Program is to be bankrolled on 
the full NBC network by U. S. 
_". Corp., which will be making 
a ebut as a video advertiser. 

Ow will be aired from 9 to 10 
o “entaee ene usually occupied 
Sauvaine maa — 


Show-Train for ‘Big Show’ 





New York, New Haven & Hart- | 


ford Railroad will run its first 
show-train for a non-legit produc- 
tion early in February when it ex- 
pects to take 1.500 commuters to 
a broadcast of NBC's “Big Show” 
in the Center theatre, N. Y. 

. Railroad has special roundtrip 
ares for the event, with the radio 


| unless a strike is called. 


| Margaret Truman-NBC 


_ Exclusive Deal Brewing 
| 





For 2006 Annual Income 


| NBC is in the process of nego- 
_tiating a deal for the pacting of 
Margaret Truman to a longterm 
-exclusive as an NBC radio-TV 
guest star, It’s reported that she 


istands to make $4,000 per guest) 


|shot, with a potential annual in- 
‘come of $200,000 if she circuits the 
|web’s AM-video kilocycles on a 
once-a-week basis. 

The idea of wrapping up the ex- 
|clusivity stems from the wide- 
‘spread reaction to Miss Truman’s 
recent appearance on the Sfinday 
evening “Big Show,” when she 
not only held her own tn the vocal 
department, but generally drew 
kudos in the comedy department 
as a foil for emcee Tallulah Bank- 


tickets, of course, provided cuffo. | head. 


| moved up and site may be activated 
long before the pencilled unveil- 
ing in the fall of ’52. Wrecking 
crews move in this week on Gil- 
more Stadium and ground breaking 
| is slated for early next year. 


With the war crisis becoming in- 
creasingly alarming, Columbia is 
moving fast to beat anticipated 
controls on material needed for 
the construction and to take ad- 
vantage of available crafts before 


they are recruited for war produc- | 


tion. 





Paradise for Vegas 
Las Vegas, Dec. 19. 


Paradise City is a newly formed 
community, on the “Strip,” just 
south of the city limits, by which 
“Strip” spots expect to avoid high 
gambling and liquor licenses. 

In Paradise City are such gilded 
spots as the 


, the Last Frontier, the Thunderbird 


land El Rancho. 


RADIO PITCH CURES LEGIT ANGELS 





Armed Forces Hike Cue to Producers 


To Trot Out That Old Chorus Line 


—+ With prospects of the armed 





Levenson Three-Year 
Deal at $3,500 a Week 





Sam Levenson and CBS last 
week finalized a three-year non- 
cancellable -contract,, with the 


ex-teacher-turned-comic reportedly 
pacted at $3,500 a week. 
Levenson, who during the past 
two years spiraled into the TV big- 
time through his guest shots, starts 
a weekly half-hour CBS video show 
Jan. 27 in the Saturday 7 to 7:30 
p.m. time, with Oldsmobile pick- 
ing up the tab. 


Jose Ferrer Is 


Going to Be Busy, 
Without Stand-Ins 


Jose Ferrer Enterprises, set up 
recently by the actor and two as- 
sociates, is said to be for the pur- 
pose of “activating the seven live- 
ly Ferrers.” It will put him simul- 
taneously into seven different 
phases of show biz. 

Initial venture of JFE is already 
under way. It is the legit revival 
of “20th Century,” in which Ferrer 
/and Gloria Swanson will costar on 
Broadway and perhaps the road. At 
the same time, Ferrer and his 
pards are planning an indie pic, a 
series of record albums, a sort of 
autobiography, a combo radio-TV 
package, a nitery turn and a lec- 
ture tour. Ferrer would star in all 
of them. 

Partners in JFE are Ferrer; his 
attorney, Edwin M. Reiskind, and 
Richard Condon. 
exploitation specialist, 
dled “Samson and Delilah” 
Paramount earlier in the year and 








ducer Stanley Kramer on “Cyrano 
(Continued on page 55) 


Allege Disk Jockey 
Gave Away Too Much 
‘Guys and Dolls’ Plot 


| Legal action for injunction and 
damages against Martin Block and 








by Cy Feuer & Ernest H. Martin, 


new musical comedy smash at the 
46th Street, N. Y. The partners 
complain that Block’s broadcast of 
portions of the show’s story includ- 
ed plot situations and parts of the 





dialog. 

| Feuer & Martin wired disk 
jockey Block, “Because of your 
unauthorized performance of 


| Saturday, Dec. 16, of ‘Guys and, pending on location. 


Dolls’ songs and material, we have 


(Continued on page 41) 


just wound up a chore for pro-| 


(forces being enlarged to 3,500,000 
| within the next year, nitery line 
producers are anticipating a bo- 
nanza. With many Army camps 
slated to reopen, it’s felt that de- 
mands for lines will be equal to 
that which existed during the past 
war. It’s anticipated that every 
city of any size located near an 
Army installation will be using 
talent as well as lines to entice 
the GI trade. They’re taking the 
cue that “there’s nothing like a 
dame” to lure the spenders. 

Presently, line production is at 
| the lowest ebb in years. Most nite- 
|ries that formerly used production 
|have dispensed with it until times 
(are better. Consequently many 
|chorines have left the business for 

lack of employment opportunities. 
Producers will be hard-pressed to 
fill future demands, it’s felt. 

Even now it’s difficult to get to- 
| gether a group that will meet met- 
-ropolitan standards. Combination 
(Continued on page 55) 





Pinza, Hottest Concert 


Prospect, Prepped For 
5-Wk. 3006 Nat’l Tour 


Ezio Pinza is being pitched for 
a 1951 spring or summer concert, 


'in what looks like the most un- 


usual setup—as well as the hottest 
prospect—in years. Tour is in the 
works, subject to Pinza’s avail- 
ability. Marks Levine, prez of Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp., his 
manager, has prepared a presenta- 
tion calling for a tour of five weeks 
minimum, with possibility of a 
sixth, and Pinza has okayed the 
prospectus. But actor-singer won't 
know until Jan. 10, when his sec- 





Latter is a film |0"4 Metro pic, “Strictly Dishonor- 
‘lah han- date his pic stint will be over, 


able,” goes into production, what 


and when he’ll be available for the 
tour. (Pinza recently finished his 
first film chore for Metro, “Mr. 
Imperium”). Levine is_ satisfied, 
feeling he can set up the tour on 
eight weeks’ notice. 

Tour would call for five appear- 
ances a week. Pinza, who is a 
basso, would be supported by a 
soprano and a tenor, as well as an 
orchestral unit of 28, for a com- 





station WNEW, N. Y., is planned | 


producers of “Guys and Dolls,” | 


pany of about 35. Group would 
travel by private car and cover the 
country, tour starting on the Coast, 
coming as far east as N. Y. and 
working back to California. 

With Pinza’s Met Opera, “South 
Pacific” legiter and now film back- 
| ground, Levine thinks he’s got the 
‘hottest card in longhair on hand. 
'He had an offer last summer from 
‘Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, for 
‘a Pinza concert, for a $5,000 fee. 
| He had an offer from the Los An- 
_geles Philharmonic for $10,000. 
| Levine will play Pinza strictly 
on percentage, at 65-70-75%, de- 
He says he 
He fig- 


|doesn’t need a guarantee. 


Flamingo, Desert Inn, | notified our attorneys to institute ures a five-week tour of 25 dates 
| suit immediately for injunction and 


| will gross $300,000 for an average 
lof $12,000 a date. 
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Metopera Estimates 206 on Tonight's 


Fledermaus Preem; ‘Package Pays 


Sellout of tonight’s (Wed.) per-»4 
formance of the new Met Opera 
version of Strauss’ “Die Fleder- 
maus,” confirms the success of the 
company’s unique experiment with 
its ‘“‘package” deal this season. Be- 


fore the season opened, the Met 
offered three “first nights” in a 
package (‘at upped fees), with 


those desirous of buying tickets for 
opening night’s ‘“‘Don Carlo” (Nov. 
6) having to purchase tix for to 
night's “Fledermaus” and “Fidelio” 
March 6—considered three of the 
season’s most important events. 
Normal top at the Met is $7.50, 
with last year’s opening night hav- 
ing a special top of $10. This year 
the package was sold at a $60 top 
for the three (with boxes going 
higher). Most of the house for the 
three nights was sold this way, the 
few remaining tickets then going 
on single sale. With this package 
deal, the Met has received about 
$120,000 gross, or $93,000 without 
tax, on the three performances, 
with probability the net figure may 
go to $95,000 by March, when the 
third opera, “Fidelio,” is done. 
Met arbitrarily 
(Continued on page 20) 


management 





Alleged Widow Back in 
Court on W. C. Fields Will 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Mrs. Elith Williams, 71, of Chi- 
cago, was back in court here last 
week, alleging she is the widow of 
W. C. Fields. Mrs. Williams’ peti- 
tion, filed in Probate court, asks 
that the comedian’s will be broken 
and claims that $50,000 of the 
estate is in Illinois. If winning this 
amount, however, Mrs. Williams 
stands to collect Fields’ full $900.,- 
000 bequest. 

Mrs. Williams claims she married 
the comic on June 24, 1893, while 
Fields was an itinerant entertainer 





in New York. Fields, it’s alleged, 
married her under the name at 
William Ward and she bore him 


seven children before he deserted 
her in Chicago in 1910. 

Half share in the estate was 
given Harriet V. Fields, the widow, 
after extensive litigation in Los 
Angeles. 





SIMPP Prexy 


Ellis Arnall 


reviews 
The Indies’ Position in 


the Wartime Economy 
sd * * 
an interesting editorial feature 
in the 
15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 














Johnny Hyde Dies 
At 55 on the Coast; 
Morris Agcy. Veepee 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Johnny Hyde, 55, William Mor- 
ris Agency v.p., who died Monday 
(18) of a heart attack at Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital, was generally 
regarded as one of the top agents 
in the field. He helped foster such 
stars as Betty Hutton, Lana 
Turner, Esther Williams, Rita Hay- 
worth, June Allyson, Gloria De 
Haven, Robert Walker, Lew Ayres 
and others. He was among those 
to develop the independent film 
production deals for top stars. 

Iivde had had a heart ailment tor 
the past two years. He was brought 
back from Palm Springs Sunday 
17) to the hospital from which he 
had been discharged a few days 
earlier following a second coron- 
ary occlusion. He was rushed back 
to the institution after complain- 
ing of chest pains. 

Hyde, born in Russia, came to 
the U. S. at an early age with 
his parents’ family act, the Nicho- 
las Haidabura Imperial Russian 
Troupe. He himself was not a per- 
former, but all his brothers, sisters 
and his parents worked in the act 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Berle Adding 
To NBC Stint 


As Producer 


Milton Berle moves into another 
1951 
when, in addition to his still No. 1- 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” he's 
to join the ranks of NBC 
production echelon in a producer- 
consultant Berle, 
has been on top of all aspects of 
his own Tuesday night TV 
long had a to assert 
production-directorial talents, and 
NBC been 
time. 


phase of his video career in 


rated 
slated 


capacity. who 


show, 


has ven his 


talks with have going 


on tor 

Martha Rave is slated to move 
into the vacated Fred Allen slot on 
the Sunday night “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” either in January or Febru- 
with probability that Berle 
will take over the  production- 
directorial reins. 

Miss Raye has been identified 
with Berle’s own show, having 
done a number of guest shots. 


some 





Flynn Would Determine 
Republic’s ‘Major Studio’ 
Status in Suits Vs. WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Errol Flynn asked in superior 
court, in a pair of suits, to de- 
termine status of his 12-year star- 
ring contract with Warners. Ac- 
tions stem from Warner-Flynn 
hassle over actor’s appearance in 
“The Blood Line,” William Mar-' 
shall indie made in France and 
set for Republic release. 

Flynn said Warners notified him 
that his contract provides for out- 
side pix if such pix are distributed 
by “a major releasing agency,” and 
that since Republic was not con- 


sidered a major he had breached , 


his contract. One suit asxs court 
to determine whether 
holds a “major studio” status in 
the industry; the other asks that. 


Republic and Marshall be re- 
strained from releasing “Blood” 
until Republic’s status is deter- 


mined, and also that Warners be 
restrained from suspending him or 
cancelling his contract. 





So, Yow rea No. 1 


Bestseller! 
details 


Budd Schulberg 


in an exposition on the travail that 
goes with suddenly being pro- 
jected into the Literati 
Limelight 


* * * 
an amusing byline piece in the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 
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Broadway, Incorporated 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 








BROADWAY, SR.—A guy who has played everything from one o’cat 


‘TIME: Now. 


to the Palace. 


| BROADWAY, JR.—A youngster in show biz who is being weaned on 


the Borscht Circuit and small nightclubs. 


PLACE: Times Sq. 


JUNIOR: Have you been listening to these disk jockeys lately? 


SENIOR: Yeh, and I got a beef. 


Jr.: 
Sr.: 


Sr.: Oh, I know why it’s done. 


Cu 


or: 


ar 


or. 


| oe: 
Sr.: 


Jr.: 
Sr.: 


Jr.: 


Sr.: 


Jr: 
sr.: 


Jr.: 


Sr.: 
Jr.: 
Sr.: 


Jr.: 
Sr.: 


.: Come to think of it, you are right. 


*: It’s a different kind of show biz today, kid. 


Did you notice when they introduce 
an actor or a comedian, they nearly always say he or she is a star! 
What's wrong with that? 

Because if you wanna get technical, we only have maybe a half a 
hundred real stars in all of snow biz, if even that many. 


*: What do you mean? 


I'll bet a lot of people don’t know that a star is billed over the 
show, or picture. If they are billed under the show or picture 
they are featured players. Now tell me how many guys or gals 
that are introduced, not only by disk jockeys but by m.c.’s and 
even in the newspapers, are entitled to that billing? 

Oh well, you know they got to give a guy some billing, and it 
doesn’t mean anything to the M.C. to give ’em star billing. 

But years ago when you said a guy was 
a star it meant a lot. It meant that he or she had proven them- 
selves in show biz, that they were a drawing card at the b.o. It 
meant that they worked hard for years to get to that position, it 
meant that they were big enough to demand and get a percentage 
of the take at the b.o. 

I’ve noticed some guy or gal 
makes a hit recording and immediately their press agent gets busy 
and makes em a star. They don’t mention the other 50 or 100 
recordings that they made that didn’t even pay for the wax. 
That’s it, a guy makes a hit in a show, they call him the star. You 
may never hear of him again, a one-timer, but from then on he is 
always introduced as a star. Did you know that W. C. Fields after 
being a feature and headliner for years was just a feature in 
“Poppy” when it staried but when he proved a draw he became the 
star? Al Jolson was a riot at the Winter Garden for years before 
he became a star ‘(in billing). Years ago when the great George 
M. Cohan did a pic called “The Phantom President” he was the 
billed star, but nearly all of the exhibitors starred Jimmy Durante 
because Jimmy could draw ’em in and Cohan’s name meant noth- 
ing at the b.o. in the little towns. 


: Weren't there any over-night stars vear ago? 
or.: 


You don’t mean over-night stars, kid, because stars are not made 
over night—you mean synthetic stars—maybe put dough in a show 
on condition they were starred, but they didn't last long. The same 
goes for the old vaude days. To hear the m.c.’s today everybody 
was a headliner in vaudeville. They had many headliners, but 
very few proved dynamite at the boxoffice. Through the years a 


lot stood up: Eva Tanguay, Irene Franklin, Alice Lloyd, Sophie 
Tucker, Belle Baker, Van & Schenck, Bayes & Norworth, Sara 


Bernhart, Elsie Janis, Ethel Barrymore and a few more, and there 
were a lot of feature acts who were great, most of ‘em entertained 
the people that the headliners brought in, but remember, there 
was one headliner and a few feature acts on a bill and the rest 
were acts. Plenty good, mind you, but no headliners or special 
attractions. 

I noticed some guy may be a star in night clubs but are just fea- 
tures or attractions when they play theatres or pictures or even 
radio. 

Years ago just a few 
acts would step out of vaude into musical comedy, pic and radio— 
but today the average actor spreads his stuff to all branches of the 
show biz; night clubs, radio, pics, TV, legit, musical comedy; that’s 
why 1 always say the actors ought to have just one union and one 
card that would let ’em play in all branches of show biz. 

I heard someone on the radio say there were too many actors today. 
Listen, kid, they’ve been saying that for years. There’s always too 
many in every line, and in show biz especially. But the bad ones 
or the ones that can’t make the grade eventually get out, but they 
always can be gotten back on the least provocation. It’s just in 
the blood. Of coursé actors stick longer in show biz, even when 
things are rough and they know “in their hearts they stand no 
chance ot getting anywhere. 

What’s the reason for that; aint’s actors smart? 


Sure they’re smart, but in show biz there is always that long-shot 
hope of getting a great part, or singing a hit song or do a great 
bit in a pic, anything that would make ’em a hit, and a hit gets 
you in demand, and when you're in demand you get plenty of loot, 
and when you have fat bankbooks, you forget all about the tough 
times you went through to get there, you just kinda laugh it off. 
Many a star didn’t click until they were along in years, like Frank 
Bacon to just mention one. 

How many of our present day stars do you think will live, I mean 
live in the history of show biz? 

When you say live, you must mean 100 years from now. I doubt 
if anybody we know or have seen the past 50 years will become 
immortal—maybe. Charlie Chaplin, and I still say maybe. There 
were great clowns and actors and actresses that were world re- 
nowned in their time that are forgotten today. Al Jolson may be 
remembered because he made the first talkie. Writers have a 
better chance than actors, guys like Irving Berlin must live through 
his songs. They will sing “White Christmas,” “Easter Parade” 
and “God Bless America” as long as all of ‘em last, and they all 
will last as long as the world. Jack Norworth through his “Take 
Me Out To the Ballgame,” George M. Cohan through his “Over 
Phere,” and a few more, but of all the lists of immortals that have 
been gotten up by newspapers, I don’t remember ever seeing an 
actor’s name, did you? 

Tell you the truth, Senior, I don’t read that stuff. 


Well, to tell you the truth neither do I. I get my education listen- 
ing all night to all the disk jockeys; they know everything. If they 
don't they bring up some guy that does. 

I listen to ’em too, but not so much for news. I like to hear some 
new gags when they have comics ad libbing, but they don’t seem 
to use anything that is funny 

Well, it’s late at night and I guess they are tired. 


1 know it’s kinda tough. I found when I work in clubs that it’s 
hard aa to applaud or laugh with a toothpick in their hand 
or mouth. 


Gee, we started off talkin’ about calling everybody stars and we end 
up with toothpicks. 


Well, what’s your solution, Senior? 


I'm not tryin’ to solute anything, kid. 1 only say we should never 
worry about show biz, there will always be entertainment and the 
kids of today will be the real stars of tomorrow, but let’s not go 
OV erboard on adjectives, like the press agents of pictures did, call- 
ing everything, tremendous, gorgeous, terriffic, etc. Being a good 
actor or comedian or singer or dancer is pretty good. The greats 
just come once in a while—that’s why they’re GREAT! 
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U.S. OKAYS WB CONSENT DECREE 





Par Allows Phonevision 12 Films, 


But in Order of Their Original Playing: 


7 


Paramount has imposed a signifi-4 
cant qualification in making 12 pix 
-silable to Phonevision for the 
9)-day test it will make in Chicago 
next month, Par gave the pay-as- 

, video system a wide choice 

. or six years from which to 
: the product it wanted, but 
-ted that the 12 films must be 
ed in a block from the Para- 
mount release schedule in the same 
order as they originally appeared. 
Cdr. Eugene F. McDonald, prexy 
of Zenith, owners of the Phone- 
vision system, has accepted the 
Por restrictidn. Choice has been 
made from a group of pix that 


\ 





tarted in release about mid-1947. 
companies are allowing 
to select whatever  indi- 

1 films they desire which were 
eased prior to August, 1948. 
Par’s stand is that it is giving 

the films to Phonevision for free, 
for an experimental run and thus 
wants a fair test. It feels, there- 

f that Zenith m take the 

bad with the good, as might ordin- | 

. be expected in buying a pro- | 
cram of product. A test of nothing | 
but top pix chosen from release 
schedules over a long period of 
years would prove little, according 








Par toppers. 
It now appears very likely that | 
the twice-postponed experiment | 


Phonevision’s 3-a-Day 

Phonevision will offer its 
subscribers three shows a day 
during the three-nfonth test 
now slated to begin in Chicago 
Jan. 1. Pix will be shown at 
3:30, 7 and 9 p.m. 

Different pic will be exhib- 
ited each show, with the films 
repeated at varying hours on 
subsequent days. 








will get under way Jan. 1, It is 
understood that Zenith has lined 
up about 75 of the 90 pix it needs. | 
Metro, Warner Bros. and RKO} 
each is contributing 15. Columbia, 
Republic and Eagle Lion Classics | 
are also providing some. 

20th-Fox and Universal are giv- 
ing Zenith nothing as yet. Spyros 
Skouras, 20th prexy, has taken the 
attitude that the company’s first 

(Continued on page 20) 


Theatre TV Proves B.0., 
Pub Relations Value Via 
Truman Speech Coverage 


_ Theatre television again proved 
its value as a public service me- 
dium last Friday night (15), when 
nine theatres in the east and mid- 
west carried President Truman's 
speech to the nation. At the same 
time, reports from these houses 
also evidenced big-screen video's 
boxoffice value. Several of the 
exhibitors pointed out that the 
radio fireside chats of the late 
President Roosevelt had cut severe- 
ly into their grosses. By bringing 
President Truman’s “chat” directly | 
Into their theatres, they also re- 
tained their customers. 

Speech furnished Paramount 
with the first opportunity to bicy- 
cle a print of the President's speech 
from its Broadway Paramount to its 

srooklyn Paramount theatre. 
Broadway house, utilizing Par’s in- | 
termediate film method, carried 
the speech as it was picked up_ 

(Continued on page 16) 


Wilder Sets Chevalier 


For H’wood Production 


Paris, Dec. 19. 

Maurice Chevalier has been 
Pacted by William Wilder for a 
picture he will make next spring in 
‘ollywopd.. It will be a story, with 
songs a¥out Chevaler’s loves. 

Director, who came over pri- 
marily to find out about making 
some Marshall Plan shorts in Ger- 
Many, left today (Tues.) for a 
Couple of days in Munich and a 











| terests. 


(and its affiliates. 





GLOBETROTTER 


W. A. S. Douglas 


discourses on a 


Wilshire Boulevard 


Aurora Borealis 
* * * 
an interesting byline feature in the 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 











Goldwyn Moves 
To Show Pooled 


Skouras Income 


San Francisco, Dec. 19. 
Attorneys pressing the Samuel 
Goldwyn monopoly action against 
Fox West Coast will ask the U. S. 
district court here for an order 


‘compelling Charles P. Skouras to 


reveal whether he and his two 
brothers, George and Spyros, pool 
their incomes from their respec- 


tive theatre and film company in- | 
The FWC prexy main-! 


tained a steadfast silence, on the 
advice of his legal reps, when 
questions on a_ possible pooled 


‘revenue arrangement were put to 


him by Goldwyn counsel Joseph 
Alioto during deposition proceed- 
ings last week. 

Prompting Alioto’s queries were 
said to be rumors persisting in the 
trade which closely link the op- 
erations of the three brothers, and 


| with all adhering to the same busi- | 


ness patterns. Skouras is skedded | 
to resume his testimony at a new 
hearing here on Jan. 4, but, prior | 
to this, Alioto is expected to seek | 
the court order directing him to. 
make known the facts on the al-| 
leged pool. 

Obvious objective of querying. 


| by Alioto is to establish that such | 


a Skouras pool, working arrange- 
ment or division of profits would 
preclude effective competition be- 


tween the United Artists a National Boxoffice Surve | 
y | 


circuit, of which George Skouras is 
head, and Fox West Coast, of 
which Charles Skouras is top man. , 
It also was intimated the working | 
arrangement covered the Skouras | 
circuit in N. Y., plus M. A. Naify’s | 
Golden State chain in this area. 
The probing went into great detail | 
concerning the operations of the 
Frisco Bay Area FWC organization | 
After two days | 
of questioning the Skouras deposi- | 


(Continued on page 16) | 


HADACOL SHOW PROFITS. 
SET FOR FILM PROD. 


Chicago, Dec. 19. | 


Profits from the Hadacol medi- 
cine show, which has been touring 
the country with top talent, are 
being earmarked for film produc- 
tion. Louisiana State Sen. Dudley 
LeBlanc, who spent $200,000 in 
luring talent to his patent-medicine | 
traveling company, will be heading 
for the Coast on Jan. 5 with the 





view of branching out to pix-mak- 
ing. LeBlanc is said to be figuring 


on siphoning off excess profits from 
the medicine show. 

Prexy of the Hadacol firm, Le- 
Blanc is set to rent 600 theatres, 
throughout the country on Christ- 
mas Day. Holders of Hadacol box- | 
tops will be admitted to showings 
of Hopalong Cassidy films. | 


Meanwhile, LeBlanc’s reps on 


| 
| 











DUE TH 


Warner Bros. this week became 
the third major film company to 
reach full agreement with the Gov- 
ernment on terms for divorcing 
its theatres from production-dis- 
tribution. Representing the final 
major hurdle to be cleared, ap- 
proval unofficially was given by the 
U. S. Treasury Department, which 
was called upon to rule on the taxa- 
tion aspects of the reorganization. 

Due within a few days is a for- 
mal announcement on the settle- 
ment, which means WB exit from 
the antitrust suit filed against the 
eight principal film firms 12 years 
ago by the Department of Justice. 
Latter approved the WB plans for 
separation several weeks ago. 

Schedule now provides for entry 
| of the consent decree at a hearing 
;on Jan. 4, by the U. S. statutory 
court in N. Y., which heard the 
| trust case, with thi sto be followed 
| by formal ratification by stock- 
holders at a special meeting to be 
called in February. N. Y. court 
set the hearing date yesterday 


(Tues.) at the request of the Jus-| 


tice Department. 


Although WB would be permit- 


ted a full year to effect the theatre 

split, apparently the company in- 

tends to complete the job by next 
(Continued on page 20) 


Schary, Schenck, Goetz 
In N.Y. Meet to Talk 


Production Increase 


With exhibitors still clamoring 
for more product, a group of top 
Metro execs will get together in 
New York next week to scout the 
possibility of boosting the output 
of the M-G studios. Company is 
releasing 40 features this year as 
compared with the 36 distributed 
in 1949. With the market evident- 





ly in a position to absorb a greater | 
/number of films, M-G may hike sad, 


total to 45 during 1951. 
Participating in the huddles will 

be prexy Nicholas M. Schenck and 

other homeoffice execs; production 








FORMAL NOTICE. Tru 
¢ WEEK 


{ 


veepee Dore Schary and Metro's. 


British production chief, Ben 
Goetz. Goetz and Schary are both 
due in N. Y. Saturday (23). Sales 
veepee William F. Rodgers is slated 
to leave for his annual Florida va- 
cation the preceding day, but he'll 


(Continued on page 16) 





Clarence Brown 


is of the opinion 
It Isn°t the Old Joke 
That’s Necessarily Best 


a byline feature in the upcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Rights to Comm 
Products Key To 
Sherman Plan 


A unique angle for financing in- 

die production is being attempted 
by Harry Sherman. Vet producer, 
who originated the “Hopalong Cas- 
sidy” series, is lining up invest- 
|}ments in a new group of pix by 
manufacturers and _ wholesalers 
who would get the rights to com- 
mercial products that are corollary 
to the films. 

The commercial licensees would 
actually be prepaying royalties on 
produtts growing out of the pix. 
Whether or not they got their ad- 
vances back out of the royalties, 
they'd be in the position of second- 
money investors in the films and 
would independently profit or lose 

(Continued on page 4) 


Spain Accepts Griffis 


Washington, Dec. 19. | 

Stanton Griffis has been ac- | 
cepted as ambassador by the. 
Spanish government. 

The Paramount biggie resigned 
as envoy to Argentina last month | 
and went off on a “sabbatical.” 
At that time Griffis reported to 
President Truman and was asked 
to take the Spanish post. 
will be first U. S. ambassador to. 
Spain in five years. 

















Biz Swings Low; ‘Solomon’ Champ for Fifth Week in 


Succession; ‘Dance,’ ‘2 Weeks’ Next in Line 


First-run theatres are currently 
rounding out the week before 


Christmas, always one of slowest , 


sessions of the year, and total biz 
shapes up lower than in_ recent 
years for many locations. Reports 
from VARIETY correspondents in 
some 24 key cities indicated it is a 
case of the sluggish trend, reported 
prior to pre-Xmas influence took 
hold, being accentuated by the 
familiar pre-Yuletide lull. The few 


top films that are coing nice or big 


trade are the rare exceptions. 

For the fifth week in a row, 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) is 
retaining its grip on ‘first place 
even though it is 100% holdover 
or extended-run. In the face of 
slow biz generally, this opus did 
not report a single sour session. 

Second money is going to “Let’s 
Dance” (Par) for the second suc- 
cessive stanza while “Two Weeks 
With Love” (M-G) is edging up to 
third spot. “Dark City” (Par) will 
wind up fourth, with “American 
Guerrilla” (20th) in fifth. “Two 
Flags West” (20th) is displaying 
enough to take sixth place while 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “West 
Point Story” (WB) round out the 
top eight list. Outside of the first 
six pictures, few are showing suf- 
ficient strength to ordinarily place 
among the winner. “Kansas Raid- 


visit to Switzerland before return-|the Coast are planning a testi- ers” (U), with steady trade in one 


ing to the U. S. in February. | 


monial for him. | 


key and good takings in another, 


' and okay in Toronto. 





and “I'll Get By” (20th) class as 
best runnerup entries. 

Because nearly all exhibitors are | 
waiting until just before Christmas 
Day to launch their stronger prod- | 
uct, only one new film looms as a 


potential boxoffice favorite in cur- ||| 


rent frame. It is “For Heaven's 
Sake” (20th), which got away to a 
solid start at N. Y. Roxy despite 
opening in the rain and having to 
battle the current downbeat. 

Of the several reissue combos 


spotted in an effort to bolster trade 


at a minimum rental, “Gilda” (Col) 
paired with “Platinum Blonde” 
(Col) is collecting the most sizeable 
coin. Mild in Chicago, Providence, 
Minneapolis and Baltimore, this 
combo shapes nicely in Portland 
“Pinocchio”’- 


“Make Mine Music,” both RKO- 


| Disney pix, are doing solid trade 


at N. Y. Criterion, where they are 


| giving this house its best week in a 
‘long time. 
| which opens at N. Y. Mayfair soon, 
| looms big in Portland and okay in 
| Toronto. 


“The Milkman” (U), 


“Southside 1-1060” (Mono), while 
spotty, is checking in with a fair 
Boston round and is okay in Cleve- 
land. “High Lonesome” (EL) looks 
fine in Denver. “Two Lost Worlds” 
(EL) is rated big in Frisco. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on) 
Pages 10-11) | 


Griffis | 


tee Certain for Hughes’ Stock; 
Stockholders Get Info This Week 


+ With 


the complete collapse of 
the Harry Brandt deal and only 11 
days left before divorcement of the 
RKO theatre and picture com- 
panies becomes imperative, it ap- 
peared certain this week that How- 
ard Hughes’ interest in the circuit 
would be trusteed. 

Meantime, the group of Wall 
streeters who have been in revolt 
at Hughes’ management of the 
company was involved in a series 
of intricate maneuvers that might 
have tremendous effect on the fu- 
ture of either or both the film or 
theatre company. The operation 
is in a temporary lull period, how- 
ever, pending actual separation of 
the two divisions and the change 
of the stock in them from a “when- 
issued”’ to regular basis. 

Divorcement is required under 
the anti-trust consent decree by 
Dec. 31. Actually, the theatre and 
picture firms will function together 
as a unit for the last time Dec, 29. 
All requirements have been ful- 
filled for separating them and 
they'll begin operation on the new 
basis Jan. 2. 

Stockholders this week will re- 
ceive a letter informing them that 
Bankers Trust, N. Y., has been ape 


¢ (Continued on page 16) 








Moscow Gees to Town 
With ‘Mr. Deeds,’ But 
Without Any Payoff 


“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,” which 
the Associated Press reported over 
the weekend is now playing as 
an anti-American propaganda piece 
in Moscow, was not sold to the Rus- 
sians. Prints of the 1936 Colum- 
bia release were available in many 
countries of Europe before and af- 
ter World War II and could easily 
have been picked up by the Soviet 
propaganda-makers. 


Motion Picture Export Assn., 


| which handles the Russian terri- 


tory jointly for the American com- 


| panies, has been trying to make a 


deal with the Russians for a block 
(Continued on page 19) 
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New RKO Theatre 


Co. Tied Up In 


25 Suits Totaling $71,279,500 


New RKO theatre company, upon ¢ 


launching independent operation 
on Jan. 1, will be enmeshed, along 
with other circuits and the distrib- 
utors in a total of 25 civil suits 
which seek injunctive relief and 
combined total damages of $71 .279,- 
500. However, in listing the suits In 
organizational papers, the theatre 
firm states many such cases figure 
to be settled, with the plaintiffs 
receiving only a small fraction of 
the amount of alleged damages, 01 


no cash consideration at all. 


New RKO film firm will be a co- 
defendant with other distribs in a 
total of 109 civil actions. These 
were not listed 


plaintiffs in 
RKO chain 
ion Classics. 
firm with a 
nd the dis- 


Topping the list of 
the against the 
and others Eagle L 
Latter, charging the 
conspiracy with Luew's a 


sults 


1S 


tribs. is demanding total damages 
of $15.000.000. 

Partial list of other plaintiffs anc 
the amount of alleged damages fol- 
lov \delman Theatres, Delaware 
$2.346.000; Ancore Amus., N. Y 
$9.124.000; Beathcorp, Inc., N. Y 
$2.250.000: Bendslev, Boston, $3,- 


200,000; Doniger, N. Y., $5,076,000; 
Garbose. Boston, $3,200,000; Metroa- 
politan Playhouses, N. Y., $9,000,- 
000 ‘agreement reached but not yet 
terminated); Radio Centre, N. Y., 
$3.648.000; Joseph Anthony, N. Y., 


$2,250,000. 
The Profit Range 
Pro forma statements show that 
the RKO circuit, if it had operated 


separately from  production-distri- 
bution, would have shown this 
profit range over the past five 
vears: 1945, $3,680,244; 1946. $6,- 
073,150; 1947, $6,359,635; 1948, $3,- 


974.137; 1949, $4,173,385. 

This compares with the financial 
results of the new pix company it 
it had operated independently, as 
follows: 1945, profit of $2,111,489; 
1946, profit of $6,271,157; 1947, loss 
of $1.787.417; 1948, loss of $5,596,- 
154; 1949, loss of $4.218.681. 

However, on the more favorable 
side so far as the new film company 
is concerned, it is point g¢} out that 
numerous’ production economies 
have been effected within the past 
two years which figuré to be re- 
fiected in future fiscal statements. 
These include a studio overhead 
cut of $2,000,000 annually. 

Company has 23 features of its 
first vear’s program either com- 
pleted and awaiting release or in 
the process of cutting and editing. 
Of these, 10 were brought in at 
budgets less than $500,000; seven 
were in the $500,000-$1.000,000 
range, and the remaining six cost 
$1,000,000 to $1,500,000. 


BOB HOPE IN SURPRISE 
P.A. AT FETE FOR IMPY 


Bob Hope made a surprise ap- 
pearance at the film industry testi- 
monial for Mayor Vincent R. Im- 
pellitteri at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
Monday night (18). Hope’s cue to 
bow on was an announcement by 
Impellitteri that he brought along 
a substitute to handle the emcee 
chores. Comedian thereupon took 
the gavel in hand. 

Close to 1,000 of the area’s thea- 
tre operators and reps of all other 





branches of the business joined in | 


the salute to the city’s new first 
citizen. Event of the evening was a 
presentation of ‘‘Mayor and the 
Movie—50-Year Cavalcade,” which 
depicted Impellitteri’s climb to the 
top, along with the development of 
pix theatres in the city. Cast of 
65 persons, headed by Walter Abel, 
enacted the pageant. Show ran 110 
minutes, as written and staged by 
Paramount's Justin Herman. Rob- 
ert M. Weitman supervised. 





Acad Pays $450 To 
Save Grauman Oscar 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences spent $450 Monday 
night to keep an Oscar from falling 
into outside hands. Exec secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Herrick vodeled 
the winning bid at a Roy J. Golden- 
berg auction of effects of late Sid 
Grauman. 

How high Academy planned to 
bid isn't known, but it is known 
that Acad was determined, ever 
since it became known that Oscar 
given Grauman in 1948 would be 
auctioned, to keep it from falling 
into hands of outsiders. 





Copyright Attorney 


Julian T. Abeles 


details another chapter from his 
Ozark legal upbringing 
with an amusing saga 


The Proof of the 


Puddin’ 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


15th 


tnniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


UPT’s Net for Ist 
11 Mos. Soars 
To $11,560,000 


had 
earnings of 
$2,126,000 for the October and No- 
vember months, including 
capital gains of $167,000, and $597.- 
000, which previously was reported 
undistributed earnings of non- 
consolidated, partly-owned compa- 
nies. Newly added profit brings the 
total net of UPT for its first 11 
months to an estimated $11,560,000. 

Figures were given by UPT prexy 
Leonard Goldenson at the corpora- 
tion’s first stockholders’ meeting 
in N. Y. last Friday (15). He said 
he anticipated some decline in the 
current month because of the tradi- 
tional pre-Christmas boxoffice 
slump. 

Speaking generally, Goldenson 
commented that rearmament, re- 
newal of inflation and the various 
curbs on consumer buying are like- 
ly to mean stepped-up film busi- 
ness. National state of emergency 
invariably results in the public’s 
going on an entertainment spree, 
he added. 

Only business enacted at the 
stockholder conclave was approval 
of the UPT stock option plan for 
key personnel. Under the program, 
Goldenson and others are entitled 
to buy the treasury-held stock at 
95° of the market value as of last 
Friday, which was 17°58. Golden- 
;son will receive options to pur- 
chase 75,000 shares at that price, 
and options for 12,500 shares 
each to go. to 














United 


estimated 


Paramount Theatres 


consolidated 


fiscal 


as 





vicepresidents | 


Walter W. Gross, Robert M. Weit- | 
man, Edward L. Hyman and secre- | 


tary-treasurer Robert H. O’Brien. 
About 50 other members of the or- 
ganization will be given similar 
; privileges for lesser numbers of 
shares. The others tu be covered by 
the plan have yet to be determined. 





Burstyn Planning 


| 5-Pic 1951 Release 


Foreign film distrib Joseph Bur- 
styn, who has restricted his re- 
| leases to two a year in the past, is 
| planning to send out five in 1951. 
| First of them, “Ways of Love,” 
! opened its New York run at the 
' Paris last week. It grossed almost 
| $13,500, very good. 

Scheduled for release in six to 
eight weeks is “The Girl From the 
Marshes,” story of a four-year-old 
Italian girl who was recently 
sainted. 
, direction prize for Augusto Genina 
at the Venice Festival and was 
handed a silver ribbon for best 
film of the year by the Italian gov- 
ernment. After that Burstyn will 
release “Wozzeck,” based on the 
book for the opera of the same 
name by George Buechner, but not 
on the opera itself. It has no mu- 
sic. 

Also on Burstyn’s spring slate is 
“Berliner Ballade,’ a German- 
made satire with music on present- 
day Germany. It was produced by 

Alf Teichs. 

winter is “Prison of Parma,” based 

on Stendahl’s “House of Parma.” 
| It stars Gerard Phillipe and was 
made by Christian Jacque and 

Sealera Films with a combo of 

; Italian and French actors, 


Pic, in Italian, won best} 


To be released next | 


ASCAP Near Pic Deal 


American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
is nearing a windup of it ne- 
gotiations with the major Hol- 
ly producers on performance 
fees. Rest of the majors are 
following the pattern set in the 
ASCAP deals with Metro and 
Columbia which were com- 
pleted several months ago. Per- 
forming rights society looks to 
collect about $800,000 from the 
majors and indie producers. 

Details are on P. 35 in the 
Music section. 


Split Near For 
UPT, Interstate 


the United Para- 
mount Theatres partnership with 
Kar] Hoblitzelle in the operation 
of Interstate Circuit, extensive 
Texas chain, is anticipated shortly 
as a consequence of the new $45.,- 
000,000 UPT credit arrangement. 
Well equipped with cash as a re- 
sult of the refinancing, UPT now 
in a strong position to buy out 
partners, with the view to sub- 
sequently divesting portions of the 
properties to third parties. 

If the Interstate deal 
through as expected, it’s likely that 
Hoblitzelle, as president, and gen 
eral manager-vice president Robert 
J. O'Donnell, as well as others of 
the chain’s execs, would continue 
in their posts under UPT employ- 
ment 


Policy 





Dissolution of 


1S 


its 


goes 


contracts. 

of UPT prexy Leonard 
Goldenson is to disclose new deals 
only after they have been consum- 
mated. For this reason there has 
been no official comment on Inter- 
state. However, it known that 
this dissolution would be highly de- 
sirable since it would carry UPT 
substantially ahead of its schedule 
for partnership splits, as called for 
in its consént decree with the Gov- 
ernment, 


is 








| Sherman Plan | 


! 
page 


me Continued from 3 ——_ 


in proportion to the success of the 
series. 

One group of pix will be built 
around the “Hashknife Hartley” 
character. They'll be sagebrushers 


| budgeted at around $100,000. There 


will also be another group of big 
westerns in color to cost around 
$500,000 each. 

Sherman, partnered in the deal 
with Neil Agnew, former Para- 
mount and Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization sales topper, has a deal 
with Eagle Lion Classics for dis- 
tribution. Five-year pact calls for 
four of the major oaters and six 
in the “Hashknife”’ series each 
year. 

Sherman After Coin 

At the moment, Sherman is at- 
tempting to arrange financing tor 
the first half-dozen, which would 
include two biggies and four little 
ones. He has a commitment from 
Bankers Trust, N. Y., for initial 
financing on four to six pix if he 
can arrange the second money. 
He’s trying to arrange for about 
$400,000 in the latler category from 
wholesalers and manufacturers. 

Bank has a unique and strong 
gimmick for its protection in its 
deal, which is undoubtedly making 
it even tougher than normal to 
line up secondary money. And 
that is, that all the pix it finances 
in the initial group will be con- 
sidered as a package. Bank must 
get its coin back on the entire pack- 
age, rather than on each individ- 
ual pic, before the second-money 
investors begin to participate. 

Manufacturers as Angels 

Sherman has been attempting to 
line up manufacturers on the roy- 
alty prepayment angeling plan for 
months and has discovered it to 
be a long and tedious process. He 
hopes to achieve success in time to 
start production in March. He's 
been selling the potential in- 
vestors, of course, on the fact that 
the commercial licensing rights on 
the “Hoppy” series, for instance, 
have proved much more valuable 
thahi the pix themselves, so here’s 
a chance to get in on the ground- | 
floor. | 

Bankers Trust is being very 
patient regarding its commitment, 
giving Sherman all the time he 
needs to line up other money. It’s | 
intrigued by his ingenious method | 
of financing and anxious to see how | 


jit pans out. 


Gamble, Depinet Press for Quick 


TOA-COMPO Truce; Bid for Myers 





From Punch to 
Punchlines; 
Pu Yen for Thespis 
by 
Harry Hershfield 
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an editorial feature in the 
forthcoming 
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Govt. Emergency 
Seen Key to TOA's 


Link With COMPO 


Despite the continuing squabble, 
it was clear this week that Theatre 
Owners of America will participate 
a member of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations in 
any project stemming from Presi- 
dent Truman's national emergency 
edict. While actually outside the 
COMPO fold because of differences 
on the all-industry’s board makeup, 
it was said that TOA, like other 
industry outfits has pledged its sup- 
port to the Government and would 
hardly back away at this time. 

Actually, the state of emergency 
as proclaimed by Mr. Truman has 
had the effect of putting the pres- 
sure on both TOA and COMPO of- 
ficials to reach an early compro- 
mise. Industry feeling, of course, is 
that in order to do a complete job 
in any Government assignment the 
trade must be fully unified. 

However, if th. TOA group is 
unsuccessful in its attempts to win 
additional representation on the 
COMPO board, and consequently 
refrains from becoming a member, 
the theatre association still could 
take part in COMPO affairs as con- 
cerned with the emergency. 

Meanwhile, COMPO spokesmen 
said in N. Y. this week that the 
organization is prepared to handle 
any job given by the Government. | 
Group has individual representa- 
tives in all key cities in addi- 
tion to numerous regional units 
throughout the country. Thus, it 
was added, the machinery is virtu- 
ally all set and ready to roll, and 
all that is now awaited is a specific 
assignment. } 

Any production activity, as called | 
for by any Government agency, will | 
be supervised by the Motion Pic- | 
ture Industry Council on the Coast. 


as 





Judge Weighs Piracy 
o 4 7 b ] e 
Suit on ‘Wilson’ Pic. 

Judge Samuel Kaufman reserved | 
decision Friday (15) after a two- 
day trial in New York federel court 
of a $500,000 piracy suit brought 
by Anthony R. Pinci against 20th- 
Fox. Pinci, who claims he wrote 
a play called “Woodrow Wilson” in 
1929, charges that the film com- 
pany wrongfully used his work in 
its 1944 release, “Wilson.” 

Pinci asserts that in 1936, at 
20th’s request, he turned his play 
over to the late Earl Carroll, then 
acting as the firm’s Coast agent. 
Script was returned In 1937, accord- 
ing to the complaint, but three | 
years later was presented to the 
company’s New York office. 

In the course of the trial, 20th 
production chief Darryl Zanuck 
and writer-producer Lamar Trotti 
filed depositions in which they 
maintained that they had never 
seen the Pinci script although they 
admitted that the play had been 
submitted to the company. Zanuck 
produced the 1944 “Wilson” while 
Trotti authored the screenplay. 


Europe to N. Y. 
Alicia Alonzo 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hummel 
Burl Ives 
Nora Kaye 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Stahl 
Alida Valli 
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second attempt of the com- 
mittees headed by Ted Gamble and 
Ned E, Depinet to settle the differ- 
ences between Theatre Owners of 
America and the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations will take 
place this week. Initial effort two 
weeks ago was stymied by inability 
of Depinet to line up his full 
COMPO committee for the session. 

Quick action is imperative this 
week, since Gamble is planning to 
leave New York for his home in 
Portland, Ore., for the Christmas- 
New Year holidays. Gamble is the 
sparkplug of the TOA group which 
favors a compromise arrangement 
with COMPO. On the TOA com- 
mittee with him are exec director 
Gael Sullivan and board member 
Simon H. Fabian. 

Gamble at the first 
Depinet put before the COMPO 
prexy a compromise formula on 
TOA’s demand that,it be given 
increased representation on the 
COMPO board. The nine other 
constituent groups in the all-indus- 
try public relations organization 
would have to agree to this to make 
it operative. 

Principal hurdle is TOA’s com- 
petitor in the national exhib field, 
Allied States Assn. It is understood 
that members of the Depinet com- 
mittee have been in touch with 
Allied board chairman and general 


session with 


counsel Abram F. Mvers in an 
effort to win him to the compro- 
mise. 

It is hoped by the others in 
COMPO that TOA and Allied will 
take a reasonable view in light of 
the present war emergency and 
might forget differences that 


would ordinarily hold them apart. 
Gamble’s principal 


difficulty in 
making a compromise is that he 
cannot go farther than a number 


of TOA’s member groups are will- 
ing to go—and that’s not too far. 
These groups want representation 
on the COMPO board though it 
will mean little in view of the 
system of voting by organizational 
units. Mvers’ headache is to avoid 
making it appear he has bowed to 
TOA’s demands. 

COMPO committee which 
Slated to meet with the 
group includes, beside Depinet, 
Leo Brecher. William F. Rodgers, 
Harry Brandt, Robert Coyne and 
an Allied rep as yet undisclosed. 


s A. to N. . 2 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Saul Bourne 
Eddie Cantor 
Valerie Cardew 
Charles Coburn 
Jerry Colonna 
Gary Cooper 
Marlene Dietrich 
Clark Gable 
Greta Gynt 
Reuben R. Kaufman 
William Keighley 
Robert L. Lippert 
Jeffrey Lynn 
George Macready 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Johnny Meyer 
Bruce Millholland 
James A. Mulvey 
Robert Newton 
Howard St. John 
Dorothy Sarnoff 
Dore Schary 
Martha Scott 
Sam Shayon 
Walter Slezak 
Mary Statz 
Bill Watters 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Paul Benson 

Ed Cashman 
Dan Fish 
Florence Gershwin 
Walter Gould 
Renee Jeanmaire 
Lawrence Kent 
Abe Lastfogel 
Lou Levy 

Diana Lynn 
Colette Marchand 
Roland Petit 
Catherine Turney 
Max Weinberg 


N. Y. to Europe 


Roy Boulting 
Maurice Carrere 
Ed Gruskin 
Irene Hilda 
David Niven 
Anna Neagle 
Spyros Skouras 
Earl I. Sponable 
Polyna Stoska 
Louis Vaudable 
Herbert Wilcox 
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See Early Fade of Rank-ELC 


Reciprocity Pact; Both Unhappy UPSETS TRAL 


Eagle Lion Classics and J. Ar- 
thut aaa will probably break off 
their relationship prior to the 
ansie of their five-year pact at the 


end of 1951. Neither side is happy 
with the current arrangement, 
making it likely that the deal will 


he terminated as soon as arrange- 
ments can be made, probably dur- 
ing the early part of the year. 

Break would be a two-way affair. 
Ir would end distribution of Rank 
product by ELC in the U.S. and 
handiing of ELC pix by Rank’s 
General Film Distributors in Eng- 
tgnd. Move would follow a similar 
action by Republic last month in 
terminating distribution of its films 
in England by Sir Alexander Kor- 
da’s British Lion releasing setup. 

Universal's deal with Rank, 
which parallels that of ELC, will 
be unaitected. It is also a five-year 
pati-vonee expiring Dec. 31, 1951, 
but every expectation it 
enewed. Situation differs 
Rank owns 15%) of the 
stock of UU, making him the larg- 
est single shareholder. 

U and ELC split distribution of 
Rank product in the U. S. A com- 
mittee determines which pix go to 


there Is 
, 
will be 


inl that 


distrib, but in general U | 
has ha Ll the pick of the crop, with 
minor films going to ELC. What 


the oon r turns down goes to small 
indie releasing organizations. More 


and more has been going in that 

direction in the past year, with 

ELC turning up its nose at it. 
Everything but the top pix will 


go to the indies if and when the 
ELC deal is terminated. There 
won't be too much else, however, 
aiter UL skims off the cream, inas- 
much as Rank has greatly cur- 
tailed production since the original 
pacts were negotiated in 1946 
Possibly likely to profit will be 
the new Lopert Films Distributing 
Co., set up in New York last week 
to handle British and other special- 
ized art product. Paradoxically, 
Rank'’s competitor, Korda, would 
(Continued on page 19} 





Big Concession by M-G 
On MPEA Extension Of 


Japanese Operations 


'visement, with their decision due. 


It took considerable convincing 
os’ Erie Johnston 


port Assn. board meeting last week 
to get Metro to back down from 
its decision to strike out on its 
own in Japan. 
two men on the scene in Tokyo 
Setting up an organization there 
4nd had issued releases to the Jap- 
anese press announcing its intent 
of breaking away from the MPEA. 

Metro is therefore considered to 
have made a large concession and 
Other companies to have won an 
important vietory in getting the 
distrib to agree to a six-month ex- 
tension of MPEA operations there. 
That means continuation of joint 
rele ising by the majors through 
the co-op until the end of 1951. 


War clouds over the Far East : 
were the convincers for Metro prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck and Loew's 
Inte ‘national topper Arthur Loew 
When they found the nine other 
Member companies and Johnston, 
prez of the organization, lined up 
Soidiy in the argument against 

rem i 
» Wit lout the war threat several 
oT the other distribs, it is under- 
Stood, would also have voted to 
oa on their own, thus ending the | 
[PEA operation. Once one or two 


- panies break away, others feel 
t _ competitively 
u low, 


In addition to the war, several 


“ the distribs were influenced by 
vir experience in Germany, 
Where Loew's likewise struck out 
On its own, to be followed by the 
Other companies. Consensus now 
*’ ‘hat they might have been better 
Pole my the joint operation for 
wer year or so. Business in- 


Cividual ‘ly has not quite been up 
ad Bs Stimates, but that is minor 
mpared with the plethora of 


c 
104s and other restrictions Yanks 
aie tucing, 


and company . 
prexies at the Motion Picture Ex- | 


Metro already had, 


necessary to. 





+ 


Morris L. Ernst 
discourses on 
A Barrister’s Grim 
About 
Creative Talent 


* * * 


Humor 


one of the many interesting byline 
pieces in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 





of 


VARIETY 











Hep Execs Seen 
As Best Arbiters, 


Hear Two Cases 


Two new and unique arbitration 
cases came into prominence this 
week, both supporting the argu- 
ment that persons immediately fa- 
miliar with industry complexities 
are best qualified to consider dis- 
putes on clearances and other trade 
practices. 

Serving as arbiter ‘in 
proceeding was Jay Emanuel, 
adelphia theatre operator § and 
tradepaper publisher, who based 
his decision on the single and dual 
pic policies of the theatres 
volved. Second complaint was 
heard by a panel comprising cir- 
cuit operator Ted R. Gamble, Metro 
sales chief William F. Rodgers and 
RKO distribution topper Robert 
Mochrie, 

Trio agreed to hear the latter 


the first 


ance demand for his Esquire thea- 


tre, Philadelphia, if granted, could | 


upset the entire zone system in 
that city. Gamble, Rodgers and 
Mochrie have the case under ad- 


this week. 

Goldman had leased the Esquire 
(formerly the Grange) to Warner 
Bros., but when the lease expired 
‘last year he took over the opera- 
‘tion. He refurbished the house at 


‘same prior run for the entire area 
given the Logan theatre, also a 
| WB house. Major problem facing 


Phil- 


in- | 


case at the request of the complain- | 
/ant, William Goldman, whose clear- | 


claimed high expense and there-| 
‘upon demanded of the distribs the | 


|WO-LOEW'S DEA 





Complete overhauling of booking 
practices in the N. Y. area has been 
threatened as a result of the three- 
picture deal which Warner Bros. 
made with the Loew's circuit last 
week. WB has booked ‘“Break- 
through,” “West Point Story” and 
“Glass Menagerie” with Loew’s in 
what represents a major reversal 
of standard operating procedure. 
Warner product has _ invariably 
played the RKO chain in N, Y. 
for years. 

Since the Loew’s and RKO ecir- 
cuits are the only principal circuit 
oullets after first-run in the area, 
all distribs are affecte. by the 
switch. Any continuation of WB 
product in the Loew's spots ob-- 
| viously would mean less playing 
itime for the other distribs tradi- 
tionally aligned with that chain. 

Although the existence of any 
| agreement on a division of product 
has been denied by the two cir- 
cuits, it is clear that RKO has | 
shown a preference for RKO Radio, 
20th-Fox, Warner's and half of 
Universal's product. , Loew houses 
primarily have been taking the out- 
put of Metro, Paramount, United 
Artists, 
of U. 


the present system completely out 
of balance not only dealing with 
the two primary circuits, but with 
subsequent outlets as well. Century 
|Theatres, Randforce, Skouras, 
Brandt and Prudential chains all 
customarily follow either Loew's or 
RKO as the pix come off the latter 
circuits and they, too, figure to be 
upset by the WB hop to Loew’s. 

Reason for the surprise switch 
was said to be two-fold. Film com- 
panies generally are becoming 
more inclined to break away from 
old habits as prompted by changing 
marketing conditions, and WB is 
no exception. Thus, the major, no 
longer averse to change in a book- 
ing pattern, decided to negotiate 
with Loew's. Terms were worked 
‘out and the deal was set. 

Further encouraging the WB 
break with RKO, it was intimated, 


. to make i. apparent that 
| they - not engaged in any con- 
spiracy on product division. That 
the two have an agreement on shar- | 
‘ing films of the majors is charged , 
in the pending $15,000,000 anti- | 
‘trust action instituted by Eagle | 
‘Lion Classics. 


iin N, 





$9,764,000 Slide 


the three arbiters is that bringing | 


the Esquire up to the key run could 
injure houses other than the War- 
ner group and other distribs not a 
party to the complaint in any way. 
On the other hand, if Goldman 
has proved justification for the 
prior run, they fail to see how it 
can be denied. Adjacent to the 
Esquire is the Bromley, also WB, 
but this is a lesser situation and 
only indirectly involved in the case. 
House Policy 

House policy figured largely in 
the decision rendered by Emanuel. 
Plaintiff in the proceeding was the 
Hyway theatre, which straddles the 


(Continued on page 18) 


$1,569,000,000 Pix 
B.0. Revealed for ’48 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
| The nation’s film theatres took 
in $1,569,000,000 at the boxoffice 
in 1948, including the Federal 20°o 





admissions tax and the various lo-| 


cal and state amusement taxes, the 
U. S. Census Bureau reported to- 
day (19), 

The figures, a part of the 1948 
census of business, are exclusive 
of the drive-ins and the few porta- 
ble motion picture theatres. 

The comparable 1 ‘eceipts in 1939, 


the last previous date when a Fed- 
eral census of business was taken, 
} were $673,000,000. 


~ [p50 Pic Divvie 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Film industry dividends continue 
far in the ruck of what they were 
in 1949. Reported dividends for the 
first 10 months of 1950 aggregate 
$28,887,000, a dive of $9,764,000 be- 
low the same period of the preced- 
ing year, according to figures re- 
leased by the U. S. Commerce De- 
partment. 


} 
The big spread is explainable in| 


a few companie.. a Commerce 
/spokesman pointed out. For in- 
i stance, Stanley Co. of America— 
| Warner’s subsidiary — cut melons 
‘totaling $7,240,000 for its stock- 
holders in the first 10 months last 
year. This year it has reported 
nothing. RKO paid three quarterly 
dividends aggregating $1,775,000 in 
1949 but nothing this vear. And the 
total Paramount dividends are off 
by $706,000. 

While Columbia Pix dividends 
are running $327,000 back of last 
‘year, its November dividend will 
more than wipe out this discrepan- 
cy. The dividends of Republic Pic- 
tures were up $500,000 from last 
year. 

Commerce estimates that the 
publicly reported dividends total 
about 60 to 65°7 of all dividends 
j paid in any industry. 


Columbia and the balance | 


New WB deal with Loew’s throws | 


/ was “~~ desire of the two circuits | 


N.Y. BOOKING SHAKEUP LOOMS 














Art Arthur 


who used to be a newspaperman 
himself, analyzes the shortcomings 
of the sneer-and-hate approach 
to Hollywood coverage (and 
that goes for some of the 
dubious pressagentry) in a 
searching piece entitled 


If You Call It News 


*. * ® 


an interesting byline feature in the 
forthcoming 
45th 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Exhibs Inviting 
B.0. Fatigue Via 
Duals: Lichtman 











Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Al Lichtman, 20th-Fox veepee. 
lashed out at exhibs for “leaning 
too much on Hollywood” and for 
Showing double-features, at what 
might be characterized as a mu- 
| tual back-slapping banquet in honor 
of Allied Theatres of Illinois’ 20th 
birthday. Speaking before major 
exhib and distrib toppers Friday 
(15), Lichtman singularly set re- 
sponsibility for the current 
drums on the exhib, stating that 
poor showmanship and program- 
ming are leaving a bad taste in the 
mouth of the public. 

“Business in the past has been 


too good to all of us,” he said,‘ 
pointing out that the theatre op- 
erator must shoulder some of the. 


‘load now with good showr anship. 


Liehtman inplied that the exhib | 


and sassy from 
and must now 


has become fat 
| prosperous days, 


start paying attention to the con-' 
“play ‘ 


dition of his theatre and 
only single pictures with well-bal- 
‘anced short subjects. 

Veepee disclosed 20th’s upcom- 
ing production plans for ’51 and 
|'52, recently mapped out with com- 

‘pany prexy Spyros Skouras and 
production head Darryl F. Zanuck. 
|He said that 20th is optimistically 
sinking over $100,000,000 into pic- 
making in the next two years: 
| $50,000,000 for 36 pix in ’51 and 
| $50,400,000 for '52. 
Lichtman scoffed at teevee as 
the industry’s top adversary. “It’s 
‘tough competition only because it's 
'free; its quality doesn’t come close 
to films.” 

Balance of industry leaders spoke 
warmly of good feeling between 
exhibitor and distributor. Allied 
-prexy Jack Kirsch asked that the 
biggies on hand return to Chicago 
sometime in January to map out 
a circumvention campaign for the 
biz drop. Huddle had originally 
been called for Dec. 14, but Kirsch 
reportedly cancelled out because 
of lack of cooperation. 

House darkenings are at a stand- 

(Continued on page 18) 





U Promotes Dana To 
Eastern Sales Chief 


Peter T. Dana has been promoted 
from district manager to eastern 
division sales chief for Universal, 
succeeding Charl._s J. Feldman, 
who recently was upped to nation- 
al sales topper. Feldman said the 
Dana appointment was in line with 
the firm's policy of promotion from 
within the ranks. 

As district manager, Dana super- 
vised the Albany, Buffalo, Cleve- 
land, Detroit and Pittsburgh ex- 
changes. He started with the com- 


pany in 1930 as a salesman. Suc- 
cessive promotions made him 
branch chief in Albany, Buffalo 


and Pittsburgh. He was upped to 
jthe district post in 1946. 


Grinieff Promises UA Lifesaver 


TION If McNutt Regime Is Eliminated 


+ Jacques Grinieff appeared yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to be moving into 
the United Artists picture with 
both feet in a last-fling effort to 
keep the company afloat. Foreign 
film trader arrived in New York 
from huddles on the Coast with 
promises that if arrangements 
could be made to eliminate the 
Paul V. McNutt management 
group, he could provide temporary 
and then permanent relief for the 
ailing company. 

While most trade observers were 


highly pessimistic that Grinieff 
could puH the trick after many 
other operators had failed, there 





dol- 


appeared to be no other solution 
on the horizon to the company’s af- 
fairs. The group with which at- 
tornevs for owners Mary Pickford 
and Charles Chaplin had been ne- 


| gotiating on the Coast for several 


weeks have passed from the pic- 
ture. 

The negotiations were’ with 
Carol Gray, chairman of the board 
and treasurer of Burr & Co. Lat- 
ter is an underwriting house spe- 
cializing in small businesses. It 
was formerly in New York and is 
now On the Coast. Gray reported- 
lv proposed to keep the company 
alive temporarily while he made a 
survey and recommendations. 

Grinieff’s Chaplin Confabs 

Grinieff, during three weeks in 
Hollywood, confabbed with Chap- 
lin and his attorney, Loyd Wright, 
as well as with Miss Pickford’s 
counsel, Clinton Latourette. He 
talked with Miss Pickford on his 
arrival in New York yesterday. De- 
velopments, if there are any, on 
his plan should occur within a day 
or two. 

If he can get the cooperation 
from the owners, which they have 
indicated they are ready to give, 
Grinieff said he can bring tempo- 
rary capital into UA to tide it over 

(Continued on page 19) 





Skouras, Sponable To 
_ Switzerland to Scout 
Big-Screen Video 


Possibfiity of-a further cut in 
the price of theatre television 
equipment is seen in the current 


‘trip of 20th-Fox prez Spyros P. 


Skouras and research chief Ear] I. 
Sponable to Switzerland to view 
a new big-screen system developed 
at the University of Zurich. While 
the Swiss system is said to be still 
in an early development stage, the 
fact that Skouras and Sponable 
traveled to Europe to scout it indi- 


,cates it has commercial possibili- 


ties. Thus, if it’s found to be ac- 
ceptable, it will undoubtedly be put 
on the market in the U. S. and, 
through competition with the other 
systems currently in use, will un- 
doubtedly force the price down. 
Swiss system is entirely different 
from any yet seen in the U. S. 
in that it is direct projection, but 
utilizes an external light source, 
such as a carbon arc, and creates 
projection through extremely rapid 
rotation of globules of a mineral 
water substance known as Eido- 
phor. Light is reflected from these 
globules in a manner similar to the 
reflection of light from a pool of 
oil. Globules would also reflect col- 
ors, Which reportedly makes the 


‘system especially adaptable to color 


video for theatres. Use of a carbon 
are light source indicates that the 
system can provide a “throw” as 
long as the standard 35m film pro- 
jector. While that advantage is also 
inherent in Paramount’s interme- 
diate film method, it is not present 
in the direct projection system 
built by RCA for use with a 
Schmidt optical system. 

Engineers from the Univ. of Zu- 
rich, as well as several Swiss busi- 
ness men owning commercial rights 
to the system, have been in the 
U. S. for huddles with theatre 
execs. A description of the system 
was recently published by the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture and Tele- 
vision Engineers. It’s said that the 
original working model set up by 
the Swiss occupied two full floors 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Pagan Love Seng 
(SONGS - COLOR) 


Metro release of Arthur Freed produc- 


Star: ther Williams, Howard Keel; 
a0. Charles Mauu, | 
Directed by ee ee | 

a: . Ben Feiner, Jr. Screen- | 
associate producer oa alas | 


features Minna Gombell, 


Rita Moreno. 


Robert Nathan and 


piay. EE 4 ° 
ased on book by William S. Stgne: mu 

oa Harry Warren. Freed, Nacio Herb 
Brown: camera (Technicolor), @aries | 
Rosher: editor, Adrienne Fazan; specia | 
effects, A. Arnold Gillespie, Warren New- | 
combe. Previewed, N Dec. 12 ‘50. 


Running time, 76 MINS. 
Mimi Bennett ‘ 
Hazard Endicott 


Esther Williams 
Howard Keel 


‘ate Bennet a Gombell 
sana sear phe Charles Mauu 
Te uru Rita Moreno 
Manu... sseeeceeesecesers Philip Costa 
TWeihh...cceeteseeere Dione Leilani 
Pape ra Charles Freund 





“Pagan Love Song” is one of the 


weaker entries in Arthur Freed’s 
long string of Metro musicals. 
Filmed almost entirely in Hawail, 
but localed in Tahiti, picture 1S 


backgrounded by some lush tropl- 
cal scenery that, in better times, 
would probably start a raid on the 
travel agencies. 

With the exception of the boxof- 
fice pull to be derived from the 
names of Esther Williams and How- 
ard Keel, that’s about all the pic- 
ture has to offer. It will naturally 
get top playing time and, like other 
M-G musicals, should do its share 
of business. > 

Withal, the picture has a pleas- 
ant charm about it that helps pro- 
ject it as sheer escapist entertain- 
ment. Action is pegged on the 
thinnest of story lines but its ivory- 
towered presentation of the care- 
free life to be found on a never- 
never South Seas isle will evoke 
the right reaction from any hard- 
working day-dreamer. While the 
tunes lack the punch to merit 
much commercial plugging, they're 
sold neatly by Miss Williams and 
Keel. And the usual dazzling pro- 
duction numbers are limited to 
two. which in itself fits in with the 
indolent nature of the film. 

Miss Williams does capably in 
the thesping singing. and, especi- 
ally the swimming departments. 
Keel. who scored as Frank Butler 
in M-G’s version of “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” repeats in “Love 
Song” in a part that doesn't re- 
quire him to do more than give out 
with his robust baritone and act 
pleasantly. Minna Gombell returns 
to film acting after a long absence 
in a role that’s almost a walkon. 
test of the cast handle their chores 
competently. 

Screenplay, scripted by Robert 
Nathan and Jerry Davis from Wil- 
liam S. Stone’s novel, “Tahiti 
Landfall.” has Keel as a_ school- 
teacher from the States who comes 
to the island to take over a run- 
down plantation willed him by an 
uncle. Miss Williams is an English 
gal born and raised there, who 
lives with her wealthy family but 
also doubles into the idyllic native 
life. Against the sultry tropical 
background, they meet, fall in love, 
quarrel and are reconciled for the 
fadeout—and that’s about all there 
is. Irresponsible but lovable na- 
tives wander in and out of the ac- 
tion to help keep things moving. 

Robert Alton’s direction is ca- 
pable, but his talents shine in the 
two production numbers. One is a 
brilliantly-executed native sword 
dance, with a large chorus garbed 
in native costume and grass skirts 
to make it a Technicolor eyeful. 
Second is Miss Williams’ water bal- 
let, apparently lensed under water. 
Ludicrous lead-in to the number 
(it’s a dream sequence) mars its 
initial impact but Miss Williams’ 
under-water artistry, backed by 
some more of. that 
scenery, give it top scoring ability. 
Special effects created by A. Ar- 
nold Gillespie and Warren New- 
combe rate mention for the num- 


ber. Other technical credits are 
un to the usual ace Metro stand- 
ards, including Charles Rosher’s 


fine lensing. Stal. 


Techni-hued 











Oh. Amelia 


“Oh. Amelia,” French-made, 


tradeshown in N. Y. Friday 
(15), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from Cannes, Oct. 19, 1949, 
under its original title, “Oc- 
cupe-Toi D’Amelie” (‘Look 
Atter Amelie”). Reviewer 


Mosk stated. pic’s “interesting 
production and slick treatment 


make it a good U. S. bet.” 
Tabbed as ‘“a_ sophisticated 
comedy which will please in 


most situations,” film concerns 
itself with a voung man about 
town who must marry to re- 
ceive his inheritance. In sum- 
mation. review declared: “film 
aitempts to become a satire 
on the turn-of-the-century 
bourgeois, but does not quite 
bring it off due to its stagey 
structure.” Marquee-wise film 
stars Danielle Darrieux and 
was directed by Claude Autant 
Lara, who also megged “Devil 
in the Flesh.” 

Picture is being released in 
the U. S. by Lux Films. 


Miniature Reviews 

“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) 
Songs-Color). Esther Wil- 
iams, Howard Keel in _pleas- 
ant musical, okay boxoffice. 

“The Man Who Cheated 
Himself” (20th). Fairly inter- 
esting melodrama of a cop in- 
volved with murder, but mod- 
erate b.o. 

“Under the Gun” (Song) 
U)\. Prison-break melodrama 
with good twists and fair b.o. 
chances. 

“The Company She Keeps” 
(RKO). Drama of femme paro- 
lees, okay chances if exploited 

“Trail of Robin Hood” 
Songs-Color) (Rep). Fair Roy 
fogers oatuner with guest list 
of oldtime western names. 

“Call of the Klondike” 
Mono Okay entry in North- 
Mountie series. 

“Stage to Tucson” ‘Color) 
Col Routine western with 
Rod Cameron, Wayne Morris 
and color to help. 


The Man Who Cheated 
Himself 


west 











Holivwood, Dec. 18. 
elease of Jack M. Warner 
ars Lee J. Cobb. John Dall 
features Lisa Howard, Alan 
Warde. Directed by Felix 
eenplay Seton I Miller, 
Id: story. Miller: camera, 
editor. David M. Weis 
score, Louis Forbes. Trade- 
» oO Running time, 80 
Lee J. Cobb 
soene John Dall 
Jane Wyatt 
Lisa Howard 
Alan Wells 
Harlan Warde 
seeaees Tito Vuolo 
Mimi Aguglia 
ir. Quimby ..-cccovces Charles Arnt 
Mrs. Qt by Marjorie Bennett 
Blais Bud Wolfe 
Rusht« Morgan Farley 
Olsor Howard Nexgley 
Medic Examiner .ececes William Gould 
Airpot Clerk . eeees Art Milan 
Butler ... Gordon Richards 
Detective vs Terry Frost 
Machetti Mario Siletti 
Attorne Charles Victor 
4 fairly interesting melodrama 
that plays off in okay fashion is 


presented in the apt but awkward- 
lv titled “Man Who Cheated Him- 
selt.’ Independently made by Jack 
M. Warner ‘son of Jack L. Warner), 
and being released by 20th-Fox, it 
should rate moderately satisfactory 
returns in the general dual mar- 
kei 

Story poses an obvious plot. but 
scripting, playing and _ direction 
give it a lift; the production ap- 
purienances are good. A factual 
technique is used for the telling 
which. along with the location 
filming in San Francisco, helps to 
get it over. 

Lee J. Cobb plays the title role. 
a homicide cop with a long and 
good record. He becomes involved 
in a web of circumstances when 
Jare Wyatt, the girl he is chasing, 
kills her husband and he tries to 
cover up for her. John Dall, 
Cobb’s younger brother who has 
just joined homicide, draws the 
case as his first. 

Good police work. despite Cobb's 

cautious intervention, eventually 
leads Dall to his brother, and 
climax comes when Cobb and Miss 
Wvatt hide out in San Francisco's 
long-abandoned Fort Point to await 
the lifting of road blocks. Dall 
traccs them there and when they 
make their break at night the law 
10ses If. 
Felix E. Feist’s direction keeps 
the footage moving and there is 
a cood measure of anticipation 
built up by the handling. Perform- 
ances ure uniformly good, particu- 
larly those of Cobb and Dall. Miss 
V’vatt does her spoiled rich woman 
role excellently, even though not 
cuite suited to the casting. Lisa 
Howard, as Dall’s bride, appears 
to advantage, and other trouping 
assists come from Alan Wells. 
Harlan Warde, Charles Arnt, Tito 
Vvolo and Mimi Aguglia. 

The Seton I. Miller-Philip Mae- 
Donald script, from Miller's story, 
, rates some smart atmospheric 
touches in the lensing by Russell 


| Harlan, and the Louis Forbes 
| music score sets the mood. Fort 
Point sequences, both in lensing 


and in suspenseful dire¢tion. stand 
| out. Brog. 


| Hallmark’s 4 a Year 





Chicago, Dec. 19. 


Hallmark Productions, whose 
firs’ indie film was “Mom and 
Dee.” 


*.” will now embark on a steady 
po icy of four pix a year. accord- 
ing to 


g }) prexy Kroger Babb. Pix 
eae in the medium-budget 
; bre cKet. 


Outfit's newest opus. “One Too 
Many,” which is slated for release 
, after the first of the year, is a 
diatribe against alcoholism. Juve- 
nile delinquency, sex and cancer 
have, or will, come up for Hall- 
mark surveillance. 

Firm is currently holding inter- 
naiional convene at Stevens. hotel. 


} 


Under the Gun 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Universal release of Ralph Dietrich pro- 
duction. Stars Richard Conte, Audrey 


| Totter; features John McIntire, Sam Jaffe, 


Shepperd Strudwick. Gregg Martell, Phil- 
lip Pine. Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. 
Screenplay. George Zuckerman; camera, 
Henry Freulich: editor, Virgil Vogel. Pre- 


viewed Dec. 12, ’50. Running time, 83 
rt Galvin Ceweseesees Richard Conte 
Ruth Williams.......++.+++4 Audrey Totter 
LamG@ley ...cccccccacecenes John McIntire 
GOWEF ....cccccececs we Sam Jaffe 
Milo Bragg......++:+5 Shepperd Strudwick | 
DERM |. 26 baaweewees'es ..Gregg Martell 
ee eeerrr eer ye cr Phillip Pine 
Sherbourne .....e.esee: Don Randolph |. 
Nugent Royal Dano 
Five Shot Richard Taber 


twists keep 
from being just 


A number of story 


“Under the Gun” 


ee 


another melodrama and its box- 
office indications for the general | 
market are fairly good. Perform- 
ances stand up and there’s a 


good touch of authenticity gained 


by location filming in Florida, | 
locale of the plot 
The George Zuckerman screen- 


play hinges its meller factors on 
a penal law custom that pardons a 
trusty if he shoots an escaping 
prisoner. Richard Conte is a big- 
shot New York gambler who takes 
time out for murder while return- 
ing from a Miami vacation. Audrey 
Totter. a girl singer he has picked 
up, carry through with a 
perjury scheme and he draws a 
20-vear sentence in a_ southern 
prison camp. 

Conte carefully maneuvers his 
way to a trusty position and then 
talks Sam Jaffe, a fellow prisoner, 
into attempting to escape. It’s a 
deadly game the two are to play. 
If Jaffe is gunned down by Conte 
the former's family will be pro- 
vided for and Conte gets a pardon. 
It all comes off as the gambler had 
planned, except that details of the 
scheme are revealed in Jaffe’s 
daily diary of prison life, and 
Conte is trapped and killed while 
trving to flee. 

Ted Tetzlaft’s direction gets a 
nice element of suspense into the 
story-telling and crams quite a bit 
of action into the chase sequences. 
Conte gives his tough role a strong 
performance but his co-star, Miss 
Totter, rates only a few scenes. 

Supporting plavers are firstrate. 


| 
fails to 


John MelIntire scores as a wily 
“cracker” sheriff who is much 
smarter than appearance or ac- 


tions would indicate. 
traval of the philosophical pris- 
oner clicks. Shepperd Strudwick. 
a perjuring southern lawver, Royal 
Dano, a trusty, and the others ap- 
pear to advantage. 

Ralph Diectrich’s production has 
an excellent gloss and a realistic 
look that is expertly displayed by 
the good camera work. There’s one 
tune, the oldie “I Cried For You,” 
used in a nitery sequence, Techni- 
cal assists are topnotch. Brog. 


Jaffe’s por- 





The Company She Keeps. 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

RKO release of John Houseman pro- 
duction. Stars Lizabeth Scott, Jane Greer, 
Dennis O'Keefe: features Fay Baker, John 
Hoyt, James Bell, Don Beddoe. Directed 
by John Cromwell. Story and screenplay, 
Ketti Fringes: camera. Nicholas Musuraca: 
editor, Robert Swink: music, Leigh Har- 


line. Tradeshown Dec. » “30. i 
time, 8 anion. 14 0. Running 
Joan . Lizabeth Scott 
SS ere Jane Greer 
Larry weer ere Dennis O’Keefe 
Tilly ; Sebaewtes Fay Baker 
Judge Kendall cooceeeoe. JOHN Hoyt 
a aa ites James Bell 
pein vee | ee Pee ee Don Beddoe 
cy, re Or ae Bert Freed 
Mrs. Seeley ....cccec.. Irene Tedrow 
(i, ae en Marjorie Wood 
ip. Sere Marjorie Crossland 
Mrs. Harris.. 


Virginia Farmer 
_ Title of “The Company She 
Keeps” doesn't tip that this is a 
drama of femme parolees and the 
problems they face during rehabili- 
tation. Cast lincup is good, as are 
the performances, and the 
has its interesting points. 
strong exploitation. its 
chances shape up okay. 

Jane Greer is the parolee, re- 
leased after serving two years of 
a five-year bad check term. She 
becomes the ward of Lizabeth 
Scott. parole officer. and starts a 
determined course towards refor- 
mation. The Ketti Frings script 
makes the character human. with 
weaknesses that do not ease her 
along the way to rehabilitation. 

The dialog has punch, talk being 
the kind thai would seem to fall 
naturally from a girl with a past 
record of misdemeanors, reform 
schools and shady living. A human 
element is Miss Greer’s yen for a 
man and good times. a desire that 
has her mak. a play for Dennis 
O'Keefe. loved by Miss Scott. The 
flirtation becomes serious and 
cues the dramatics that occur 
when Miss Greer tries to aid an- 
other parolee who has slipped, is 
again arrested and saved from a 
return to prison only through the 
sacrificial intervention of Miss 
Scott. 

John Cromwell's direction moves 
the dramatics along ably, building 
1o a number of high spots that 
liven up the show and. give the 
principals some good _histrionic 
moments. Miss Greer makes her 





With 
boxoffice 


story | 


Seven Days te Noon 

“Seven Days To Noon,” Brit- 
ish-made, which opened at the 
Trans-Lux 52d- St. N. Y., 
Monday (18), was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Aug. 
23, 1950. “A tense and topical 
theme is the main ingredient 
of this new British-made Boul- 
ting Bros. production,” re- 
viewer Myro stated. He went 
on to say “the major handi- 
caps this film will have to 
overcome are complete lack of 
marquee names for both the 
British and American markets. 


Powerful exploitation, how- 
ever, may make this a big 
grosser on both sides of the 
Atlantic.’ Pie deals with an 
atom scientist, mentally de- 
ranged because his work is 
being used for destruction, 


who warns the Prime Minister 
of England that unless atomic 
bomb production ceases by 
noon of the following Sunday 
‘seven davs after receipt of 
the letter), he'll blow up all 
of London with a stolen bomb. 

Picture is being released in 
the U. S. by Distinguished 
Films. 








role count. and Miss Scott. in what 
is for her an offbeat character. 
registers strongly. O'Keefe holds 
his own in what is principally a 
woman's story. 

John Houseman’s 
marked by good 
supporting roles. Among them are 
Fay Baker, the parolee who gets 
Miss Greer in trouble; John Hoyt, 
a judge; Bert Freed, police of- 
ficer; James Bell, Don Beddoe and 
Irene Tedrow. 

Tight editing keeps the footage 
down to 82 minutes Lensing. 
musie score and the other techni- 
cal phases are well done. Brog, 


production is 
casting in the 


Trail of Robin Hood 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dee. 


release of Edward J 
Stars Rov Rogers, 
fequine): features Penny Edwards, Gordon 
Jones. Jack Holt. Foy Willing and the 
Riders of the Purple Sage: guest stars 
Kex Allen. Allan “Rocky’’ Lane. Monte 
Hale, William Farnum. :;Tom Tvler. Ray 
Corrigan. Kermit Maynard. Tom Keene. 
Directed by William Witney. Written bv 
Gerald Geraghty: camera ‘Trucolor). John 
MacBurnie: editor. Tony Martinelli: songs, 


12. 
Republic White 


production. 


Jack Elliott. Foy Willing. Previewed Dec. 
11, *50. Running time. 67 MINS. 

Roy Rogers Rov Rogers 
Trigger Smartest Horse in Movies 
Toby Penny Edwards 


Splinters Gordon Jones 

Guest Stars Rex Allen, (Arizona Cowboy), 
Allan ‘‘Rocky’’ Lane, Monte Hale. Wil- 
liam Farnum, Tom Tyler, Ray Corrigan, 
Kermit Maynard, Tom Keene 


2S” ae Jack Holt 
J. Corwin Aldridge Emory Parnell 
Mitch are . Clifton Young 
Murtagh James Magill 
_.. SARE S eT eee er Te is Carol Nugent 
George . George Chesebro 
Sheriff Fdaward Cassidy 


Foy Willing and Riders of Purple Sage 


Roy Rogers’ screen hero career 
is certainly varied. 
chief interest is in seeing that 
Christmas trees are cut and put on 
the market at a price poor kids 
can afford. Around that base. Re- 
public has woven a fair outdoor 
actioner that will get by in the sit- 
uations at which it is aimed. 


Script gimmick has Jack Holt a 
retired screen star and now rais- 
ing Christmas trees at cost to cheer 
the poor. A commercial firm com- 
petes and, through a_ crooked 
woodsman operating on a percent- 
age, gives Holt a bad time harvest- 
ing and marketing his trees. Rog- 
ers contributes enough heroics. 
however, to see that the Holt crop 
reaches the big city in time. prin- 
cipally because a lineup of oldtime 
western stars comes to the aid of 
their retired friend. 

Plot idea is okav. but develop- 
ment is juvenile. the plaving and 
direction just adequate. Pacing is 
slow. too. making the 67 minutes 
running time seem longer than 
proper for an outdoor actioner. A 
lot of chases, patently-staged fisti- 
cuffs and several arson blazes are 
devices used to simulate movement. 

Guest stars contributing their 
bits are Rex Allen, Allan “Rocky” 
Lane, Monte Hale. William Far- 
num. Tom Tyler. Rav Corrigan. 
Kermit 
Penny Edwards does the femme 
lead and also assists on one of the 
three tunes. Mild comedy is con- 
tributed by Gordon Jones and 
Carol Nugent. Heavy of the piece 
is Clifton Young. 

Rogers and the Riders 


‘oft the 





Call of the Klondike 
Hollywood, Dec. 13. 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
production. Stars Kirby Grant, Chinook 
(canine); features Anne Gwynne, Lynne 
Roberts, Tom Neal. Directed by Frank 
McDonald. Screenplay, Charles Lang; 
based on story by James Oliver Cur- 
wood: camera. William Sickner: editor, 
Ace Herman. Previewed Dec. 12, ’50. Run- 
ning time, 66 MINS. 


OE aca sovcnetesee we Mawes Kirby Grant 
| Chinook (dog)...csccecsiccesessss Chinook 
; Nancy .....s. eencocee Scenes Anne Gwynne 
Bmlly ..siccccccccess ‘ Lynne Roberts 
Mailory SG eeawtucdeces Tom Neal 
DEGTAY «cc cccceccesseess Russell Simpson 
Mencheck coseccaes Meats Bren 
Pred Foley ..cccvcecescscects Paul Bryar 
Se -cccansdeeevoanasneease Pat Gleason 
BAUR bnt0tes6ceeKhsasectaon Duke York 


| west 


| tions. 


| help 


' some 


‘ 


Trigger | 


This time his! 


Maynard and Tom Keene. | 


Purple Sage. headed by Foy Will- | 
ing, croon “Get a Christmas Tree | 


for Johnny” and “Ev'ry 
Christmas in the West.” cleffed by 
Jack Elliott. Third number is 
Willine’s “Home Town Jubilee.” 
Production mounting by Edward 
J. White should have used new 
locales as outdoor sites have been 
seen in too manv_ recent 
films. 
of the Gerald Geraghty storv can't 
always keep it moving. John Mac- 
Burnie did the Trucolor lensing. 
Broa. 


Day is} 


Rogers . 
Williat Witnevy’s direction | 


This entry in Monogram’s North- 
Mountie series is an okay 
lowercase feature for lesser situa- 
It's done along formula 
lines with enough action to make 
it acceptable in the market at 
which it is aimed. 

Kirby Grant is again the daunt- 
less Mountie, enforcing law and 
order in the north woods with the 
of Chinook, his educated 
canine. This time thev go to a 
remote trading post to investigate 
murders and locate Anne 
Gwynne’s father. who mysteriously 
vanished after discovering a lost 
gold mine. 

The hero pair gets involved in 
some ambushes and rough and 
tumble scraps before being able 
to pin the killings on Tom Neal, 
who, with his sister, Lynne Rob- 
erts, is stealing the gold via a 
secret tunnel from their worthless 
mine into the rich lode. The 
Charles Lang script, based on a 
James Oliver Curwood story, tosses 
in a number of suspects to confuse 
the Mountie and acceptably ties 
together the loose ends when the 
heavies are brought.to justice. 

Cast goes about its chores agree- 
ably under the okay direction of 
Frank McDonald. Lindsley Par- 
sons’ production supervision pro- 
vides some nice outdoor values to 
help the story. Lensing. editing 
and other technical credits are 
standard. Brog. 


Siage to Tucson 
(COLOR) 


Hollvwood. Dec. 

Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
production. Stars Rod Cameron. Wayne 
Morris: features Kay Buckley. Sally Eilers, 
Carl Benton Reid, Roy Roberts. Harry 
Bellaver. Douglas Fowley. Directed by 
Ralph Murphy. Screenplay, Bob Williams, 
Frank Burt, Robert Libott: based on novel 
by Frank Bonham: camera (Technicolor), 
Charles Lawton, Jr.: editor, Charles Nel- 


15. 


son: music score, Paul Sawtell. Previewed 
Dec. 8. °50. Running time, 81 MINS, 

Grif Holbrook cad .... Rod Cameron 
Barney Broderick...... Wayne Morris 
Kate Crocker .. ‘ Kay Buckley 
“Doc” Benteen Carl Benton Reid 
eee eee Roy Roberts 
BRU. kwisasecacs Harry Bellaver 
Pl De Sally Eilers 
SO Pte -.6.6.45.6.646606000% Douglas Fowley 
Bam Granger... ccscccece . John Pickard 
DEE ctetaneaneeeeets Olin Howlin 
John Butterfield. ......... Charles Evans 
SUR EMGE oni cccceeesss Boyd Stockman 
RPOMIMEEE 46s vccaseseatias John Sheehan 
Eddie Reed Howes 


Sheriff Pete Deuce. e ee 


Some good action helps what is 


just a fairly routine western. Its 
formula ingredients have been 
dressed up with Technicolor and 


generally okay movement to rate 
“Stage to Tucson” an average ride 
through the action situations. 

Plot is another of those war-be- 
tween-states affairs. this one take 
ing off about the time the north 
and south were drawing up sides. 
Basic story line deals with theft 
of Arizona stagecoaches for sale to 
the Confederates in Atlanta—a 
premise that stretches credence 
too thin—so that the union’s west- 
ern supply line will be broken. 

Rod Cameron is the trouble- 
shooter sent to Tucson to get a 
line on, the missing stages. Work- 
ing with him on the mystery is 
Wayne Morris. In between they 
indulge in fisticuffs over the favors 
of Kav Buckley, stageline em- 
ployee. Plot goes off on a num- 

‘Continued on page 18) 














Manon 

“Manon,” French-made, 
tradeshown in N. Y. Friday 
‘15), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from Paris, April 6. 1949. At 
that time reviewer Buch gave 
it a “50-50 chance of getting 
through the American cen- 
sors.” Noting pic is “practical- 
lv of Hollywood quality.” re- 
view continued with: “it is the 
story of the .moral disintegra- 
tion of a young man ensnared 
by a girl who has no moral 
standards.” A modernized ver- 
sion of the Abbe Prevost 
novel, story deals mainly with 
a wayward girl and her faith- 
ful lover. Tail end of the film, 
however, switches from ex- 
clusive concentration on the 
two lovers and concerns itself 
with the problem of Jewish 
refugees in Israel. 

Picture stars Cecile Aubry, 
young actress who since has 
been signed by 20th-Fox. Film 
is being released in the U.S. 
by Discina International Films. 


James Kirkwood - 
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WISE UP TO WHYS OF B.0. DIP 


Film Stocks Given Investment 


Co-op Advertising, Merchandising 
Agreed on In N.Y. as Biz-Getter 


Series of N. Y. circuit op con-¢ 
claves on ways and means of 
bolstering business continued yes- 
terday (Tues.), with discussion 
primarily centered on jointly-spon- 
sored campaigns to promote the 
industry institutionally in the N. Y. 
territory. 

Participants at the session were 
in agreement on the need for joint 
effort, largely through cooperative 





Hollywood Scripter 


Ken Englund 


under the Roman influence, notably 
ef director Vittorio de Sica's 
“The Bicycle Thief,” lets him- 
self go with complete Holly- 
wood abandon in a 
satire on 


advertising and merchandising. ° is 
Suggestion was made that the vari- The Cadillac Thief 
ous circuits contribute a portion eee 


of their ad budgets to the overall 


bid for new patronage but machin- en amusing byline piece in the 





ery for this and a public service upcoming 


enterprise, which also was taken 
up. was not fully determined. 
Meetings began last Thursday 
(14), as called by Fred Schwartz, 
Century Theatres v.p. and general 
manager. Participating are reps of 





45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











| 


almost all other major circuits in| 


the N. Y. area, including Loew's, |p ld () 
RKO, Fabian, Brandt, Joelson, 0 man ns 
Randforce, Cinema, Prudential, 


Ist Run Deluxer 


Yesterday’s meeting, which was 
at the Hotel Astor, began in late 
afternoon, recessed for dinner, and 
continued through late in the eve- 
ning. The conferences parallel on 
a local level the nation-wide con- 
fabs of theatremen, sponsored by 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

While a number of exhibitors 

throughout the country are now 

| shuttering their theatras in the 

|'wake of a dipping boxoffice, Wil- 

liam Goldman, indie Philadelphia 

exhib, launches his third new mid- 


S. H. Fabian, which were held 
for an exchange of views on how 
|town deluxer Saturday (23). With 
Goldman is 





to combat current boxoffice fatigue. 


U in 4986 Bond 





| Organizations 





these three houses, 
i moving steadily forward with his | 
uy a 0S project, which is backed by the 


local Chamber of Commerce and 
Taking advantage of its currently | @ number of businessmen’s groups, 
strong cash position and the de-|to relocate Philly’s entertainment 
pressed market value of its 334% | centers in the heart of the city. 
sinking fund debentures, Universal| _Exhib has been able to open the 
during November went on a money- | three new houses through his abil- 
saving spree of buying the securi-‘{ity to buy first-run product for 
tics up in advance. It acquired | them, which was granted him after 
seer tae of the bonds at a cost of two lengthy anti-trust suits in the 
81,102. |U. S. district court here. He won 
Anticipatory buying of the series, not only the right to preferred 
Which runs until March 1, 1959,| product but also collected heavy 
is in keeping with U policy. It|damages for his then-closed Er- 
acquired $679,000 worth of the de-| langer. 
bentures at a cost of $643,923 dur- New theatre is tagged the Mid- 
ing the year ended Oct. 28 in an- town and preems with Paramount’s 
poe te we future sinking fund | “Goldbergs.” Other two houses are 
' nts. the Randolph and Goldman, with 
ti Between regular and advance re- | all three strung along Chestnut 
} a ce of the bonds, U reduced | street, Philly’s main shopping cen- 
29° een, from $5,430,000 on Oct.| ter. Exhib decided to put his three 
30, 1950. Thats Gf ian as of Nov. | houses in that settion on his theory 
awe $1,533,000 for the of “impulse buying a enter- 
2 “a |tainment lures shoppers and shop- 
On * = — year ended last| pers are potential film patrons. 
were met te cee | Philly’s other film houses are scat- 
000 Worth ton seution of $356,- | tered over various centers and, to 
Thece tit, for $325,455 in cash. | date, there has been no coordinated 
hese, together with $258,000 worth | entertainment district 
(which cost U $203,838) held in | F ‘ 


the treasury as of Oct. 29, 1949 
Were retired. In addition, g299,. | three theatres as separate ventures. 


000 worth of ~| Each will play a certain type of 
chased in ae eee Bg film and eater to a different type 
satisfy the March 1, 1951 sinking | 2Udience. The Goldman will con- 
fund obligation. ; ; rang A Lage dene — top = 
Of the Ne _|the Randolph is to concentrate on 
ing. plus ge ole womogg buy” | pictures with special appeal to 
: women, and the new Midtown will 

serve as a showcase for long-run 





Goldman plans to operate his 


'reasury, $599,000 worth were re- 
‘ved in anticipation of Sept. 1, 








21, and March 1, 1952, obliga- spat 
‘ons. That still left a balance of 
$279.000 in debentures in t! ‘eas ‘ 
*S in the treas- 
+. 1000 in debentures in the treas- Rep Sets $2,000,000 


U has also reduced slightly the 
mount of its 44 cumulative pre- 
‘red outstanding. As of Dec. 14, 
ield 4.200 shares in its treasury, 


Con Ory H ‘ . 
es — With 4,120 the previous 
lonth, 


"51 Expansion Plan 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Republic is budgeting $2,000,000 
for an expansion program in 1951, , 
the result of a survey of business 


a 
ti 
it 


J ‘Columbia, Warner Bros. and 20th- | conditions here and in Europe. Ap- 
S) ji likewise were strengthening proximately $1,500.000 will be 
‘cir financial position by reduc-| spent on the home lot and the rest 


Ing 


% the quantity of securities on 
° market. Col increased its treas- | 
holdings of its $4.25 cumula- 


' in the British Isles. 
1 
2 ¢ preferred during November 
{ 


Company recently established 
sales and distribution branches in 
London, Cardiff, Dublin, Belfast, 
Manchester. Glasgow, Newcastle, 
Liverpool, Leeds and Birmingham. 


} 


0 3,870 shares to 4,170. War- 
“rs acquired 125,000 shares of its 
ommon for its treasury, currently | 
olding 495,000 shares. | J. E. Perkins to Coast 
se oe has been buying in James F. Perkins, Paramount 
no hey Roe Pr son preferred, re- managing director in England, cur- 
es lat it had reduced the rently visiting the states, left N. Y. 
aan rr e shares of the $1.50 listed yesterday (Tues.) for the Coast on 
B00. le New York exchange by 2.- personal affairs. 

“caving a new total of 128.935. Also visiting the U. S. is Pilade 
, USO acquired 200 shares for its Levi, major’s general manager in 
‘Cdasury, now holding 48,500 | Italy. j 





its 


| Chadwick, 
'Motion Picture Producers 








PRESSURE ON FOR 
AUDIENCE STUDY 


With film industry execs be- 
moaning the way some of their old 


customers have apparently lost the 
film-going habit, there’s increasing 
pressure in the trade for a per- 
sonalized, door-bell ringing survey 
to ascertain the reasons. General 
belief among most industry top- 
pers is that ‘‘we’ll never know why 
people aren’t going to their thea- 
tres the way they used to unless we 
go out and ask them in person.” 
Backers of such a survey do not 
specify how such a research project 
should be financed, or whether re- 








| sults of the survey should be made 


(Council of Motion Picture 
recently turned 
down an offer by the Univ. of 
Michigan to do the job when the | 
university insisted that it have the 
right to publicize the answers it 
came up with.) But, according to 
one industry spokesman, “let’s do 
a thorough, honest job, without 
trick questions which will bring in 
answers to soothe but not cure.” 

He added: ‘‘We spend money to 
test titles, to learn audience reac- 
tion via comment cards. That’s 
all very well, but now let’s get out 
to the different sex and age groups 
and ask some down-to-earth ques- 
tions.” 

Survey, as visualized by this ex- 
ec, would ask adults: (a) how often 
do you go to filmeries? (b) how | 
often did you go three or four) 
years ago? Ten years ago? If less | 
now, why? Public would be asked, | 
“Is it television, the cost-of-living, 
inconvenience of parking, trouble 
getting baby-sitters (and the cost 
of that), radio, double features, | 
starting times, or what?” This in- | 
dustryite would also ask youngsters | 
whether they like pictures, if TV | 
is keeping them at home or if; 
their parents discourage their go- | 
ing to their nabe filmeries. 


“Let’s ask people in all walks of | 
life their impression of movies, of 
Hollywood, what kind of pictures | 
they like and dislike and what! 
they’d like to see on the screen,” 
the exec said. “Are the old stars 
something they’ve grown weary 
of? Is the story more important 
than the stars? Let’s find out 
whether people go to the movies 
just for recreation without know- 
ing about the pictures, whether 
they depend on critics (especially 
in key cities), word-of-mouth, radio 
commentators or some _ other 
medium?” 

Same exec declared that such a 
survey would also reveal the de- 
leterious effect that pressure 
groups, religious organizations, 
etc., have had on Hollywood prod- 
uct. In line with this, he noted 
that the motion picture is up 
against unfair competition when it 
opposes TV, “because our product 
is heavily restricted and censored, 
whereas television is not.” 


public. 








Petrillo Nixes Indies 
On Additional Fees 
Of Pix Sold to Video 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

James C. Petrillo, prexy of Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, has 
nixed offers of indie producers to 
pay to AFM additional fees on films 
subsequently sold to video. I. E. 
head of Independent 
Assn., | 
reportedly offered video payment 
of 25° of original musicians’ fee, 
plus about 5° of video income for 
AFM welfare fund. 

Chadwick had been endeavoring 
to reach solution with Petrillo since 
Monogram was barred from using | 
musicians afier being accused of 
disposing of films with AFM sound- 





tracking to video. Petrillo, here for 


funeral of Joe Weber, ex-AFM 
prez. conferred with Coast rep J. 
W. Gillette on the indie producers’ 
plea for deal, and stated Mono- 
gram situation remains status quo. 
Only outside contributing produc- 
ers, like Hal E. Chester and Jan 
Grippo, can secure services of 
AFM members for music scores. 4 


|motion picture 


OK by Wall Street Analysis Firm 





Philip Dunning 
waxes satirical in 


W hat Next? 


(Meaning, in Show Biz, of Course) 


* * 


one of the many byline features 
in the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Govt. Prod. Group 
To Mull Materials 
Shortages Jan. 10 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

As the rearmament program 
steps up, show business is begin- 
ning to feel the shortage of mate- 
rials all along the line, with indi- 
cations that other shortages are 
due. Among steps of the past few 
days: > 

1. Nathan D. Golden, chief of 
National Production Authority’s 
and photographic 
section, sent out invitations to 
leaders in the motion picture 
equipment field to serve on a Gov- 
ernment advisory committee. First 
meeting will be held here Jan. 10. 














|} mount 


| It will be an organization session | 


during which industry problems | 


and needs will also be discussed. | 


2. Silver Sensitized Good Indus- | 
try Advisory Committee—the raw | 
film manufacturers—met last week | 
to warn that any sharp increases in 
Government rawstock demands 
would have to result in civilian 
cutbacks, some of these affecting 
the motion picture industry. It 
was disclosed that the raw film in- 
dustry is operating at virtual ca- 
pacity today and that any major) 
expansion in facilities would take) 
about two years. | 

3. The NPA photographic ap-| 
paratus and equipment advisory | 
committee met with Government! 
officials to protest the base period | 
chosen by NPA from which to cut | 
back allowable light metals. The 
group represents manufacturers of | 
cameras, lenses, projectors andj| 
similar equipment. It also urged 
war contracts quickly for its mem- 
bers; otherwise, it said, when the. 
cutbacks come its skilled labor will | 
drift away to other fields. 

4. Radio and TV were given 
more to worry about when NPA, 
said it was preparing to cut back 
civilian use of cobalt. This will 
probably reduce production of sets 
in 1951. Cobalt is used in manu- 
facture of magnets for radio and 





/TV speakers as well as other in- 


struments. Cutback order is due 
within the next few weeks. 

5. While the President’s procla- 
mation of a state of emergency has 
no immediate effect on show busi- 
ness, the indication is that price 
controls and wage ceilings will be 
arriving soon. Construction of 
amusement buildings has already 
been halted, except for hardship 





cases. 
Chi Prod. Shortage 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Product shortage now looms 


likely in the Chicago Loop due to 
the two-week limitation on picts. 
The rapid-fire turnover has seen all 
top-quality product slated for 1950 
release run the gamut here. 

20th has the highest in-and-out 
record, booking nine films down- 
town since Oct. 22. Paramount has 
played five and Warners four. And 
in the past five weeks Metro has 
squeezed in five. 


+ Despite recent stock market de- 


clines, film company issues were 
given substantial recommendation 
this week by Arnold Bernhard & 
Co., investment advisers and pub- 


lishers of a widely-used mar- 
ket analysis service. Published 
survey by the firm’ declares 


that the competitive effects of tele- 
lished survey by the firm declares 
vorcement resulted in the past 
month’s downward trend. How- 
ever, the firm adds, neither of 
these will “adversely affect the 
basic long-term earning power and 
the intrinsic value of these com- 
panies.” 

Investment firm states it “espe- 
cially” recommends purchase of 
Columbia Pictures, United Para- 
Theatres, Universal and 
Warner Bros. Subsequent recom- 
mendations are Loew's, Techni- 
color, 20th-Fox and Paramount 
Pictures. 

Bernhard outfit concedes tele- 
vision has made some inroads on 
motion picture attendance but con- 
tends the movie-going habits of 
the American public still are not 
likely to change. Films, it was 
said, constitute one of the “cheap- 
est forms of entertainment and, as 
such, we believe, will continue to 
attract good attendance at the box- 
office.” 

Firm notes there was a signifi- 
cant, contraseasonal revival of in- 
terest in film entertainment during 
July and August, which reflected 
increased consumer incomes, im- 
proved quality of pix and lesser 
entertainment value of summer re- 
placements on television. Uptrend 
in theatre attendance, it was 
added, held through October but 
thereupon turned downward be- 
cause of increased teevee set Own- 
ership and improved video enter- 

(Continued on page 19) 


NPA OK’s Bldg. To 
12 Hardship Cases 


Washington, Dec. 19. 


Since the theatre construction 
freeze went into effect Oct. 26, Na- 
tional Production Authority has 
given the okay to 12 hardship 
cases and has rejected one, NPA 
disclosed yesterday (18). Construc- 
tion work approved amounts to 
about $800,000. Six of the projects 
involve drive-in’ theatres, six 
standard picture houses, and one 
is for a community playhouse. 

Following 13 cases were dis- 
posed of: Plaza theatre, Salem, 
Mass., finally okayed for repairs 
after an initial refusal, amount not 
given; Loew’s Orpheum, Boston, 
okayed for $10,000 of alterations 
to theatre building; New York Life 
Insurance Co. okayed for work on 
a theatre part of a commercial 
structure in New York City, loca- 
tion and amount not given; Spring- 
field Theatre Guild, Ine., okayed 
for construction of $100,000 com- 
munity theatre playhouse; James 
B. Cagle, Pell City, Ala., okayed 
for $15,000 work on a drive-in, 
4! miles north of Pell; Milford L. 
Miller, Panama City, Fla., okayed 
to build drive-in there, amount not 
given; Giddens & Reston, Mobile, 
Ala., okayed for $65,000 theatre in 
Chickasaw, Ala.; Charles F. Vat- 
terott approved to continue on 
$178.180 theatre in village of St. 
Anne Theatre, near St. Louis. 

Also, Great Plains Amus. 





Co., 


Kansas City, approved for $105,000 
| drive-in at Lincoln, Neb.; Copper 
| Foundation, 


Lincoln, Neb., ap- 
proved for work on $150,000 the- 
atre building in Oklahoma City; 
Modern Theatres, Inc., Tulsa, 
okayed for $120,000 drive-in there; 
Lippert Productions, Hollywood, 
approved for $30,000 of work on a 
drive-in in San Francisco. Only 
rejection was handed out to 
Mundo Enterprises, Little Rock, 
Ark., which wanted to do $45,000 
of work on a theatre in Alamo, 


| Texas. 
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Ho Weather, Holidays Hit L.A. But 





‘Guerrilla’ OK $36,000; ‘Dance’ Mild 
206, ‘Highway’ 266, ‘Thief’ Dim 106 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. + 
Soft biz gait is continuing here 
in the face of pre-Xmas shopping, : 
with seven newcomers very spotty. 
Hot weather also is no help. A 





Broadway Grosses 





satisfactory $36,000 shapes for Estimated Total Gross 
“American Guerrilla ” in five the-| This Week $422,000 
atres with some he Ip from a small | (Based on 18 theatres.) 
price boost. But elsewhere biz is | Last Year _ $451,200 
sluggish with even “Let’s Dance” (Basea _on il theatres) 











only getting mild $20,000 in two — 
Paramount houses. 
“Two Weeks With Love” looks 
thin $20,000 in two sites. “High- Tlig way ay 
way 301” is only light $26,000 in 


Price raise is 
‘Emergency 


three locations. 
proving no help to 
Wedding” which is heading for 
sour $11,000 in two spots “Mystery 
Submarine” is waged $17,000 in 
five theatres while “Once a Thief” 
is dim $10,000 or “heea in three, 
Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— 
“American Guerrilla in Philip- 
pines” (20th). Okay $36,000. Last 
week, “All About Eve” (20th) (3d 
wk), $26.800. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1) — 
“Highway 301” (WB). Light $26,- 
000. Last week, “West Point Story” 
(WB) (3d wk), $16,700. Esquire (Community) (704; 55-80) 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) ‘(2.- — “Show Business” (RKO) and 
404: 1.538: 70-$1.10/—“Two Weeks “Lady Takes Chance” (RKO) (re- 
With Love” (M-G) and “Under, issues). Sad $1,500. Last week, 
Mexicali Stars” (Rep). Thin $20,- “Outrage” (RKO) (2d wk), $3,500. 
000. Last week, “King Solomon’s Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80) — 
Mines” ‘(M-G) (4th wk), $20,800. “Highway 301” (WB). Biggest in 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) ‘2,- town at okay $15,000. Last week, 
890: 2.812: 60-$1) — “Emergency “Midnight and Dawn” (Col), 
Wedding” ‘Col) and “Beyond Pur- $14,000. 
ple Hills” ‘Col). Sour $11,000. Last Palace (RKO) (3,350; 55-80) — 
week. “Joan Arc” RKO) and “Buffalo Stampede” (Indie) and 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard” (Col), ‘‘Hell Town” (Indie) (reissues). Fair 
$14,000. $9,000. Last week, “Joan of Arc” 

Los Angeles, (RKO), $8,500. 


$15,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Dec. 19. 
Downtown houses are not feel- 
ing much of an upbeat in attend- 
eance although the weather is bet- 
ter and there appears to be a let- 
up in Yule shoppers’ spree. “Min- 
iver Story” is not doing much for 
the State. Hipp’s “Highway 301” 
shapes standout with okay session. 

Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80) 
“Southside 1-1000" (Mono). Oke 
$10,500. Last week, “Deported” 

(U), $11,500. 





Hollywood Para- 





mounts (F&M) (3.398: 1.451: 50-$1) State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80) — 

—‘“Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Trail “Miniver Story” (M-G). Dreary 

Robin Hood” (Rep). Mild $20,000. $8,000. Last week, ‘“Let’s Dance” 

Last week, “Tripoli” (Par) and “In-, (Par), $13,000. 

dian Territory” (Col) ‘L.A. only) Stillman (‘Loew’s) (2,700: 55-80) 

(2d wk), $11.200. —'‘Let’s Dance” (Par) ‘m.o.). Good 
Orpheum, Hawaii, Beverly Hills $6,000. Last week, “Dial 1119” 

Music Hall (Metropolitan) (2,210; (M-G), $6,200. 

1,106; 855; 50-$1)—“‘Once a Thief” 

(UA) and “Lightning Guns” ‘Col). 


‘Daughters’ Hep $18,000, 
| Mont’l; ‘Capture’ $7,000 


Montreal, Dec. 18. 
Daughters” is pacing 


Slight $10,000. Last week, ‘“‘Three 
Husbands” (UA) and “Roll, Thun- 
der, Roll” (EL) ‘8 days), $12,000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (‘UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1) wa 
“Mystery Submarine” (U) 
“Outlaw Gold” (Mono). Dull $17,- at Palace. Despite heavy censor- 
000. Last week, “Undercover Girl” ing, “Joan of Arc’ is way down in 
(‘U) and “Father’s Wild Game” second Capitol stanza. ‘‘Capture” 
(Mono), $14.000. looms okay at Imperial. 

Four Star (UA) (900: 60-$1) — Estimates for This Week 


“Three 


| +517” (Rep), 


| 


| “Dark City” 


and the field this round with nice take | 


| (Col), 


“Thunder Rock” (Indie) (reissue) Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — | 

(2d wk). Small $1,000. Last week, “Three Daughters” (M-G). Nice 

$1.800. , $18,000. Last week, “Odette” 
Fine Arts (FWC) (677: $1.20- ‘EL), $15,000. 

$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (th wk). Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 

Opened fifth frame today (Tues.). “Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (2d wk). Off 


Last week, good $6,500. 





‘session at $15,000. 


to $8,000 following hefty opening | 


| Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) —/| 


“Right Cross” (M-G). 
Last week, “Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk), 


Prov. On Skids Albeit 


Fair $11,000. | 


‘CITY’ BRIGHT $13,000, 
TORONTO; ‘WIDOW’ 96, 


Toronto, Dec. 19. 


With Xmas shopping, plus lack 
of product appeal, only first-run 
house doing any outstanding busi- 
ness is “Dark City,” fine at Im-| 
perial. Other attractions are only 
fair to light. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor); (1,059; 955; 
470; 698; 694; 35-57) —"‘Gilda” (Col) 
and “Platinum Blonde” (Col) (re- 
issues). Oke $11,000. Last week, 
“Shakedown” (U) and “Hit Parade 
$12,000. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1.140: 38-77)—‘“Miracle 34th St.” 
(20th) and “Adventures Sawyer” 
(SRO) (reissues). Fair $7,000. Last | 
week, “Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 

Imperial 








| 
(FP) (3,373; 38-77)—| 
(Par). Fine | 
Last week, “Odette” (EL), same 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 48-67)— | 
“To Please Lady” ‘(M-G). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, ‘“‘“Miniver Story” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,500. | 
Nortown, University (FP) (959; | 
1,556; 38-77)—‘“Breaking Point” 
(WB) (2d wk). Mediocre $8,000. 
Last week, $10,000. 
Odeon (Rank) 
“Reluctant Widow” 
$9,000. Last week, 


(2,390; 50-90)— 
(EL). Light 
“Harriet Craig” | 


(Col), $11, -— 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77)—‘“‘Born 
to Be Bad” (RKO) (2d wk). Poor 
$6,500. Last week, $8,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)— | 
“Milkman” (U) (2d wk). Down to 


$4,000 after last wee week's fair $6,500. 


K. C. Slow But 
Power $14,000 


Kansas City, Dec. 

Biz is slow here with 2 
activity at peak, and lightweight | 
attractions generally the rule at) 
first- -runs. One of stronger magnets | 
is “American Guerrilla” at three- | 
house Fox-Midwest combo, topping | 
the average for trio. Midland has 





pair of new pix, “Fuller Brush 
Girl” and “Last of Buccaneers,” | 
but most others have reissues. | 


Weekend weather was favorable. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"‘Dedee”’ (Indie) and “Good 
Time Girl’ (EL). Best here in 
weeks, strong $3,300. Last week, 
“Return Jesse James” (Lip) and 
“Shot Billy Kid’ (Lip), $2,500. 

Midland (‘Loew’'s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Girl’ (Col) and) 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Light | 
$10,000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col) and “Midnight and Dawn” 
ditto. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Born to West” (Indie) and “The | 
Thundering Herd” (Indie) (re-! 
issues). Slim $7,000. Last week, 
“Outrage” (RKO) and “Rio Grande | 


Patrol” (RKO), first 4 days, with | 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum | 
| Blonde” (Col) (reissues), second 
half, same. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; | 
45-65)—"The Buccaneer” (Par) and | 
“Ladies Big House” (Par) (re- | 


| 


. $10,500. 
Raiders’ Oke at $9,000; “ross (3.2885: 08 ag 
Reissues Get No Place “; Of to, $16,000 after smash | 


first week at $25,000. 
Providence, Dec. 19. Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 

All houses are slipping here, “Capture” (RKO) and “Inter- 
with nothing to get excited about rupted Journey” (RKO). 
except the fact that Christmas is $7,000. Last week, 
only a week away. Majestic is do- (Par) and “Holiday Rhythm” (Par), 
ing fairly well with “Kansas Raid- $9,500. 
ers.” Loew's State has reissue 


Oke | 
“Dark City” | 


issues). Slow $7,500. Last week, 
“Highway 301” (WB), about same. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox | 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45- 65) | 
— “American Guerrilla” (20th). | 
Strongest entry in town, fairly | 
good $14,000 or better for Tyrone | 
Power opus. Last week, “Wyoming | 
Mail” (U) and “Shakedown” (U), | 
slim $10,000. 





combo of “Mutiny on Bounty” and | 
“Day at Races,” but they are very 


slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65) 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum, 
Blonde” (Col) ‘reissues). Below 


par $8,000. Last week, ra teeee | 
(U) and “Appointment With Crime” 
(Lip), $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) —| Detroit, Dec. 19. 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and ‘Father's | Another dismal week is facing 
Wild Game” (U). Steady $9,000. Detroit exhibs as Christmas shop- 
Last week. “Undercover Girl” ‘(U) 
and “California Passage’ (Rep), 
$8,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65) — “Black Angel” (Indie) and 
“Tangier” (Indie) (reissues). Dim 
$5,000. Last week. “Woman on 
Run” ‘U) and “Palooka Squared 
Circle” (Mono), fair $7,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues). 
Drab $9,500. Last week. “Miniver 
Story” (M-G) and “Next Voice” 
(M-G), $9,000. 

Strand ‘Silverman) (2,200; 44- 65) 
—‘“Winslow Boy” ‘EL) and “Per- 
fect Lady” ‘EL). Opened Monday 
(18). Last week. “Sun Sets at 
Dawn” ‘EL) and “Two Lost 
Worlds” ‘EL), sad $5,000, 


offices in quest of gifts. Only 
half-stable entry this round is 
“Breakthrough” which may come 


the Michigan. “Two Flags West” 
is shaping slow ai Fox. “King 
Solomon’s Mines” is holding to 
nice total in fourth round at 
Palms. “Undercover Girl’ is shap- 
ing weak at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
i— “Two Flags West” (20th) and 
“Eve Witness” (EL). Light $20,000. 
Last week, “Dial 1119" ‘(M-G) plus 
Dick Contino stageshow, $29,000. 

Michigan (‘United Detroit) ‘4,000; 
70-95)—“‘Breakthrough” (WB) and 
“Revenue Agent” (Col). Okay 
'$17,000, Last week, 


' ‘ 


“ Det. Dismal at B.0.; Breakthrough 


pers continue to hurry by the box- | 


through with an okay session at) 


“West Point Dracula” 





Story” (WB) 
Scotland Yard” (Col), 
second week. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 
“King Solomon’s 
(4th wk). 
$15,000. 


and “Counterspy 


70-95) 
Mines” ‘(M-G) 
Nice $12,000. Last week, 


Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Hamlet” (U). Slow $5,000. Last 
week, “Dark City” (Par) and “Stars | 
Over Wyoming” (RKO), $11,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70- | 
95)—“‘Undercover Girl” (U). Weak | 
$7,000. Last week, “I'll Get By” 
(20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 
—‘Two Weeks with Love” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Slim $8,000. Last week, 
$9.700. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 
95) — “Ravaged Earth” 
Poor $7,000. Last week, “House 
of Frankenstein” and “House 
(Indies) (reissues), Wi 000. | 


) 


70-95) | 


70- 
(Indie). 


all 


» Okay $1700, 7 Flags Drags at 106 ses 


$10,000 in | 


Hub Hobbled by Yuletide Shoppers; 
‘Southside’ Slow 146, ‘Midnight’ 126 


Boston, Dec. 19. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...... $1,828,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 195 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, inclug- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
La&t Year $1,923,000 


(Based on 24 cities, and 196 
theatres.) 


2 Weeks Paces 
Pitt, Fairish 126 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 
It's the week before Xmas, and 
through the film houses, the 


story’s about the same as in the 
past years—no biz. Penn has the 
lightest of the fire-holiday films in 
“Two Weeks With Love” and will 








| get what there is of the shopping 


crowds seeking relaxation. Other 
theatres are mainly very heavy. 
“Where Danger Lives” is going no- 
where at Stanley despite heavy 
campaign for Howard Hughes’ new 
star, Faith Domergue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,800; 45-80)— 
“Southside 1-1000” (Mono). Hardly 
keeping above $5,500, slow. Last 
week, “Deported” (U), $6,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,300; 45-80)— 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). 
ing much for this one either at 
$6,000. Last week, ‘‘All About Eve” 
(20th) (83d wk), $8,000. 

Penn (‘Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80)— 
'“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G). 
Fairly presentable $12,000. Last 
week, “King Solomon’s Mines” 


| (M-G) (3d wk-8 days), nice, $8,500. | 


Stanley (WB) 3,800; 
“Where Danger Lives” 
Building new Howard Hughes star, 
Faith Domergue, but all for 
naught. Dull’ $9,000. Last week, 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) not too good 
at $11,000 in 9 days. 

Warner (WB) 2,000; 45-80)— 
“Outrage” (RKO). Off to slow start 
but picked up some over weekend 
and should hit okay $6,000. Last 
week, ‘‘West Point Story” (WB) 
(m.o.), $5,000. 


‘HIGHWAY’-"SOUTHSIDE’ 
OK $12,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Dec. 19. 
Film theatre biz is droopy here 


45-80)— 





this stanza, with pre-Xmas lull on | 


in earnest. Probably the best 
| showing is being made by “High- 
way 301” paired with “Southside 
1-1000” which looms okay at Para- | 
mount. Elsewhere grosses range 
|from moderate to drab. “I'll Get 
| By” is not doing too badly in sec- 
,ond round at the Center. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)—~ 
“Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone” 
(M-G) and “Three Husbands” (UA). 
Light $10,000 or less. Last week, 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(2d wk) (9 days), nice $11,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)— 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “South- | 


iside 1-1000" (Mono). Passable 
/$12,000. Last week, “Fireball” 
(20th) and Arthur Godfrey Unit 


with Billy Gilbert and Bill Law- 
rence, $13,500. 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75)—“I'll 
Down to 


$8,500. Last week, fancy $13,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col) and 
“Pygmy Island” (Col). Drab $6,- 
000 or less. Last week, “Kansas 
Raiders” (U) and “Paper Gallows” 
U), $9,000. 

Century (20th Century) (3,000; 
40- 70)—"“Mr. Lucky” (RKO) and 


“Lady Takes a Chance” (RKO) (re- 
issue). Modest $7,500. Last week, 
“Outrage” (RKO) and “California | 
Passage” (Rep), $8,000. 





>] . 
Tracy’s 3-Episoder 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
_ Spencer Tracy will play three 
separate roles in “Jealousy,” a 
three-episode picture, at Metro, 
slated for filming in spring when 
he completes his job in “The Peo- 


, ple vs. O’Hara.” 


Don Hartman will produce “Jeal- 
ousy,” which consists of a comedy, 
a drama and a tragedy. 

vf ‘ ~~ i 


+ 


Noth- | 


(RKO), | 


Plenty of shoppers in town but 
the influx of reissues at most ma- 
| jor houses are not much help. Biz 
| is better on the weekends than or- 

'dinarily at this time of year be- 
|ecause of hypoing effect of down- 
'town Xmas trimmings. “Southside 
| 1-1000” at Paramount and Fenway 

is not more than average, while 
|< “Between Midnight and Dawn” at 
|Memorial looks mild. “State Se- 
|eret” looks fair at Astor in fourth 
| week. Elsewhere biz is mostly 
sluggish. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) 
“State Secret” (Col) (4th wk). 
About $4,000 after fair $5,000 for 
third. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 


-_—— 


“Southside 1-1000" (Mono) and 
“California Passage” (Rep). Fair 
$4,500. Last week, “Sun Sets at 
Dawn” (EL) and “Two Lost 


Worlds” (EL), okay $6,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col) and 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Mild 
$12,500. Last week, “Mad Wednes- 


day” (RKO), $18,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—“Tars and Spars” (Col) and 


“Thousand and One Nights” (Col) 
(reissues). Mild $11,500. Last week, 
“Jackpot” (20th) and “Look Before 
You Love” (Indie), $16,000. 

Orpheum (Loew’ s) (3,000; 40-85) 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
i*Day at Races’ (M-G) (reissues). 
Sluggish $10,500. Last week, ‘‘King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
okay $11,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
— “Southside 1-1000” (Mono) and 
|“California Passage” (Rep). Mild 
, $9,500. Last week, “Sun Sets at 
Dawn” (EL) and “Two Lost 
Worlds” (EL), neat $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues). 
Slim $6,000. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
oke $6,800. 


‘2 Weeks’-Mills Bros. 
Sock $34,000 in Mpls. 
Despite Pre-Christmas 


Minneapolis, Dec, 19. 

Week before Christmas, tradi- 
tionally the film theatres’ worst, 
finds Radio City engaged in a dar- 
j\ing experiment. Trying to whip 
adverse seasonal and_ severe 
Weather, the big Paramount has 
|an expensive stageshow headed by 
| Mills Bros. and Ethel Smith, 
coupled with “Two Weeks With 
Love.” Paying off with big total, 
way ahead of recent film biz there. 
Radio City upped its scale to $1 
,after 5 p.m. against 85c formerly 
for such stage-film layouts. 

Otherwise, the spotlight is 
mostly monopolized by holdovers. 
It’s the fifth week for ‘‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” and third for “All 
/About Eve.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“All About Eve” (20th) (3d wk). 
/Good $5,000 after excellent $7,500 
‘preceding stanza. 
| Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
,(Sth wk). One of the season's top 
| grossers here. Will. go still an- 
other week. Satisfactory $4,000. 
| Last week, $4,500. 
| Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Rio 
Grande” (Rep) (m.o.), Here after 
Radio €ity break-in. Well-liked, 
but under a handicap. Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “If This Be Sin” (UA) 
and “Once a Thief” (UA), light 
$3,000. 
| Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-$1)— 
“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
and stageshow, headed by Mills 
Bros. and Ethel Smith. Entertain- 
ment bargain even at new high 
scale (15c and 20c over previous 
tariff). But seasonal and weather 
handicaps are hurting somewhat. 
Despite this, looks sock $34,000. 
Last week, “Rio Grande” (Rep), 
$8, 500 at 50¢-70c. 

RKO-Orphcum (RKO) = (2,890; 
35-70)—"“Gilda” (Col) and “Plati- 
,num. Blonde” (Col) (reissues) split 
‘with “Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
, and “Last Buccaneers” (Col). Oke 
' $5,500. Last week, “Breakthrough” 





(WB), okay $8, 000. 

| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70) 
— “Breakthrough” (WB) (m.0.). 
|Okay $5,000. Last week, “Girls 


| Under 21” (Indie) and “Girls of 
'Road” (Indie) (reissues), $4,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
\“Desert Hawk” (U), Okay $6. 000, 
Last week, “Panic in Streets” 
(20th), $6,000. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-85)— 
“Ecstasy” (Indie) (reissues). So-so 
$2,000. Last week, “Toast New 
Orleans” (M-G) (2d wk), tepid 
1 $1,900, 
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Bad Weather, Pre-Xmas Slough Chi: 
Dark City-Vaude Dim at $32,000, 
Deported Dull 106, ‘Angel’ Sock 66 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Loup is erippled this week with 
pad weather, weak holdovers, and 


reissut with all houses stalling 
until Xmas. Only two. new pics 
opened this session. C hicago, with 
“Dark City” and Eddie Peabody 
onstage. should hit only slight 
63200 for frame. “Deported 
100 ns mild at Palace with $10,000. 

Oriental. bill of “Two Weeks 
With Love” plus Three Stooges 
and Eileen Barton onstage looks 
tired in third round with weak 
$18,009 Reissue bill of “San 
Quentin” and “Aleatraz Island 
onlv okay $11,000 at State-Lake. 

“King Solmon’s Mines” is still 
steady in fourth stanza at the 
Grand at $12,500. “Southside 
1-1000"° and “Surrender” at Roose- 
velt loom poor $8,000 in second 
week Woods. with second week 
of “Kansas Raiders” looks only 
$12,000 

World. bringing back “Blue An- 
ge!" tor long-run, is smash $6,000 
in first round, 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Dark Citv’ (Par) and Eddie Pea- 
body topping stage show. Slim 


39 000. Last week. ‘‘Killer Stalked 
New York” (Col) with Duke Elling- 


ton orch and Sarah Vaughan on- 
stage. 839.000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.200: 55-98)— 
“king Solomon's Mines” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Firm $12,500. Last week, 
$13.000 

Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 55-98)— 
“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
plus 3 Stooges and Eileen Barton 
onstage (3d wk). Only $18,000. 
Last week, okay $26,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 55-98)— 
“Deported” (U) and “Cassino to 
Korea’ (Par). Slow $10,000 or 
neil Last week, “Mad Wednes- 
dav” (RKO) and “Texan Meets 
Calamity Jane” (Col), $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 55-98)— 
“Southside 1-1000" (Mono) and 
“Surrender” (Rep) (2d wk). Drab 
$8.000 or near. Last week, $10,- 


O0OU 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 


—‘San Quentin” (WB) and “Al- 
catraz Island” (WB) (reissues). 
Okay $11.000. Last week, “Mini- 


ver Story” (M-G) and “Emergency 
Wedding” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 55- 
98:—"'Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Minor $9.000. 
; Woods ‘Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
‘Kansas Raiders’ (U) (2d. wk). 
Licht $12,000. Last week, $16,000. 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Blue 
Angel” (Indie). Sock $6,000. Last 


week “Macbeth” (Rep) (6th wk) 
$2 800. 


Few Wash. B.0. Winners; 
Southside’-Vaude Trim 
$16,000, ‘Raiders’ $8,000 


Washington, Dee. 19. 





Combo of holdovers and holiday | 


‘opping is taking its usual heavy 
toll at midtown houses. There is 
sae ‘nner in the lot, though some 
orcowvers, particularly “Trio,” in 


} h Ik . . 

oath “week at Lopert’s Playhouse, 
tal Surprisingly steady. “South- 
siae 


!-1000" looks best bet among 
Newcomers. 


. Estimates for This Week 

. §apitol (Loew's) (2.434: 44-85)— 
_ vouthside 1-1000” (Mono) plus 
we. Sound $16,000, all consid- 
aaa Mrs ree "Mr. Malone 
vaude, $1400, °° Oe 
Dupont (Lopert) (378; 50-85)— 
«bitter Rice” Indie) (6th wk). Nice 
“000 after $4,000 last week. Holds. 
.reith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
gg tisas Raiders” (U), Satisfactory 
©2009. Last week 

(U), $6,500. . 
,,\letropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 


i?) ~ Stage to Tucson” (Col) and 
‘( ockeved 
$3,500 tor 
Fuller 


Wonder” (Col). Slow 
first-runs. Last week, 
Brush Girl” (Col), $4,000. 
we, ttaee (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
ye 2 Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (3d 

Nice $11,000 for stage of run 


lier hefty $15 2 py al /Submarine” (U) and “Counterspy” 
Playhouse yr hk (Col), nice $17,500 in 9 days. 

aaa rio” (Par) (5th wk). Very, United Artists ‘N.C.) (1,208; 55- 
s;.,,, $4,000. Last week, nice 85'\—“Undercover Girl” (U). Fair 
‘eo $7,000. Last week, “State Secret 
paren, (WB) (2.164: 44-74)— (Col) (3d wk), $5,500. 

$8 004 City” (Pax), Very slow’ Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
Why e Last week, “Highway 301” “Catskill Honeymoon” (Indie, 
hor $12,000 in 9 days but below Oke $1.800. Last week, “Sinners’ | 


Last week, $11,000. | 


“Deported” | 


+ 





Estimates Are Net 


| Film gross estimates as re- 

| ported herewith from the vari- 

| ous key cities, are net, ie., 

| without the 20% tax. Distribu- 

tors share on net take, when 

playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Fuller’ Medium 
$10,000, L'ville 


Louisville, Dec. 19. 

Biz currently is following the 
usual pattern for pre-Xmas. Com- 
| paratively, vet exhibs say this week 
is not the poorest pre-holiday ses- 
sion by any means. ‘Fuller Brush 
Girl” at Loew's State promises 
fairish biz. “Born To Be Bad” at 
the Rialto is fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 


45-65)—"“Highway 301” (WB). Mod- 
est $6,500. Last week, ‘‘West Point 
Story” (WB) (2d wk), light $6,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 


| 


OMAHA NSH EXCEPT 


‘MOON’ MELLOW $11,000 


Omaha, Dec. 19. 
“ce wh? * ” 
Destination Moon” was a good 


pre-Yule hypo for the Orpheum. | 


It looks to land fine totals being 
only solid entry in town. Film had 
a smash opening. The Paramount 
Is Way off with “Miniver Story.” 
“Last of Buccaneers” and ‘“Mid- 
night to Dawn” at the Brandeis 
also is sluggish. The State broke 
into its four-week run of “King 
Solomon’s Mines” with a replace- 


/ment Sunday, 


Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 
—*Destination Moon” (EL) and 
“Armored Car Robbery’’s (RKO). 
Fine lift from former to get nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Right Cross” 
(M-G) and “It’s a Small World” 
(EL), $9,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 


65)—"Miniver Story” (M-G). Way 
below expectations with $8,500. 
Last week, “Glass Menagerie” 


(WB), $10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col) and 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). Slow 
$5,500. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col), $6,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—"Dark City” (Par) and “Prisoners 
in Petticoats” (Rep). NSG $7,000. 
Last week, ‘All About Eve’ (WB) 
(m.o.), good $7,000 for 5 days. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Off to $2,000 in 3 days. 
Started “To Please a Lady” (M-G), 
on Sunday. Last week, okay $5,500 
for full week. 





‘Wednesday’ Tall 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; | 


45-65)—“‘Born To Be Bad” (RKO) | 


and “Woman on Pier 13” 
Feeling pre-holiday pinch to get 
only fairish $9,000. Last week, 
“Let’s Dance” (Par), brisk $11,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000: 45-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Medi- 
um $10,000. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (2d wk, 
neat $13,000. 


(RKO). ! 


Strand FA) (1,200; 45-65) ‘ant 


“Trail Robin Hood” (Rep) and “Hit 
Parade 1951” (Rep). Moderate 
$4,500. Last week, “High Lone- 


some” (EL) and “Killed Geronimo” 


(EL), neat $5,000. 





‘Lost Worlds’ Big 206, 
Frisco, Despite Biz Dip; 
‘Tough as Come’ $12,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 19. 


| 


$15,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 
Usual Christmas shopping spree 
is slashing biz to a minimum in 


all first-runs here this round. The- | 
atres with strong bills held them, 


to wait until just before Xmas to 
bring in new product. New pix 
also are not doing much. 

Surprisingly good is ‘“Mad 
Wednesday” which broke fast at 
the Goldman. “Undercover Girl” 
is strictly under wraps at Earle. 


“Two Flags West” is comparatively | 


okay in view of conditions at the 
Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) 
(RKO) (re- 
Last week, 
$12,000. 


issue). Fair $9,000. 
“Eye Witness” (EL), 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 
“Three Husbands” (UA). Dull 
$10,000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 


, (Col) (3d wk), $8,000. 


| 
{ 


“Two Lost Worlds,” with “High- | 


way 301” as second feature, is 
heading for big session at Para- 


;mount this round. Preem. of 


\““Worlds” was backed by extensive 
'bally and sidewalk displays. It is 
(one of few bright spots here cur- 
‘rently. “Prehistoric Women” is 
doing okay at Golden Gate as is 
“Tough As They Come” at 
‘Orgheum. Otherwise, the pickings 
are mighty slim. 

Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 60- 
85) — “Prehistoric Women” (EL) 
and “Prisemers in Petticoats” (EL). 
Okay $12,000. Last week. “Mad 
Wednesday” (RKO) and “Experi- 
ment Alcatraz’ (RKO), $9,500. 


Fox (FWC) (4.651: 65-90)—"Two | 


Flags West” (20th) and “California 
| Passage” (Rep) (2d wk). Down to 
_— Last week, passable $18,- 


Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) 
~—‘Miniver Story” (M-G). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk’, big 
$15,400. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Two Lost Worlds” (EL) and 
“Highway 301” (WB). Big $20,000. 
Last week, “Breakthrough” (WB) 
,and “Border Rangers” (Lip) 
wk), $11,000. 


(2d 5 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85'—_ 


\“West Point Story” (WB) (4th wk?. 
Only $6,500. Last week, $7,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
85)—"Tough As Come” (Indie) 
‘and “Cockeyed Wonder” (Col). 
Okay $12,000. Last week, “Mystery 


(Indie) (3d wk), nice $2,000. 


' $12,000. Last week, 
(Rep) with Ink Spots, Ella Fitz- 


Despite usnal pre-holiday slump, gerald, onstage, tidy $24,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99) — 
“Undercover Girl’ (U). Modest 
“Surrender” 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99\—‘‘Two 
Flags West” (20th). Just okay $16,- 
000. Last week, “Jackpot” (20th) 
(2d wk), $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) — “Mad Wednesday” (RKO). 
Fine $15.000. Last week. “Two 
Weeks With Love” (M-G) (3d wk), 
$7,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“T'll Get By” (20th) (2d wk). Down 
to $16,500, after mild $20,000 
opener. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—‘‘Let’s Dance” (Par) (5th wk). 
Off to $7,000. Last week, oke 
$8,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Good $15,000. Last week, 


$18,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-99) — 
“Highway 301” (WB) (2d wk). 
Stout $10,000 after fast $14,000 
getaway. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Trio” (Par) (5th wk). Off to $3,- 


500. Last week, neat $4,500. 
World (G&S) (460; 50-99)—‘“Bit- 

ter Rice” (Indie) (4th wk). Holding 

at $5,500. Last week, trim $6,700. 


‘Lonesome’ Fine $12,000, 
Tops in Offish Denver 





Denver, Dec. 19. 
“High Lonesome” with “The 
Torch” is taking top money in 


three houses by a slight margin 
“Breaking Point” looks fair at 
Paramount but elsewhere trade is 
way off with usual pre-Xmas _ in- 
fluences cutting in deeply. “Har- 
riet Craig’ looms very ordinary in 
two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 

“High Lonesome” (EL) and 


“Torch” (EL), day-date with Tabor,’ —“‘Mr. Music” (Par) with Louis | (m.o.) $9,500. 


Webber. Fine $4,500. Last week, 


(1,303; 50-99) —| 
“Ichabod, Mr. Toad” 


Broadway-Slow: ‘Heaven's Sake 


Plus Vaude Tops Newcomers At 


$82,000, ‘Birdie’-Vaude Weak 206 


This is the week before Christ- 
mas, and a big majority of Broad- 
way first-runs are suffering the 
usual drop to the lowest point of 
the Winter. 

Rain and snow last Friday (15) 


night sloughed biz generally but 
a sharp upturn the next day 


(Sat.) indicated that some of the 


Yuletide shopping pressure was 
lifting. Christmas week upbeat 


can’t come soon enough for most 
Broadway houses because of the 
beating they have been taking at 
the boxoffice for nearly tour 
weeks. 

The best total of the newcomers 
is being registered by “For 
Heaven's Sake" with Yuletide 
stageshow featuring Elsa & Waldo 
and Gertrude Ribla at the Roxy. 
This combo promises to hit a big 
$82,000 in the first week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) night despite 
being hurt by rain opening day. 
Top straight-filmer is ‘“‘Pinocchio” 
and “Make Mine Music,” Walt 
Disney reissue combo, which is 
proving a natural for this season 
of year at the Criterion. First 
stanza looks to reach fancy $17,- 
000. biggest at house in some time. 

Still standout and greatest draw 
of first-runs is “Kim” and annual 
‘Christmas show and pageant at 
the Music Hall. Combination is 
eyeing sock $148,000 in second 
‘round, better than opening week. 
“Watch Birdie,” with Enric Madri- 


guera band and Paul Regan ad- 
ing stageshow, is another pre-Yule- 
tide casualty with only $20,000 


opening week at the 
“California Passage,” also new, is 
drab $7,000 or less on first frame 
at the Globe. 

Victoria, which opens fifth and 
final week of pop-scale run of 
“Red Shoes” today, gets “Born 
Yesterday” (Col) Dec. 26. 

Besides the Paramount, which 
‘opens “Mr. Music” with Louis 
Prima band and Jan Murray on- 
stage today (Wed.), the Cap, 
Strand, State, Rivoli, Palace, 
Rialto and Astor bring in new holi- 


,Last-named preems “Harvey” with 
|Heart Fund benefit show tonight, 
iregular run starting Thursday. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
'— “Harvey” (U). Opens today 
'(Wed.) with N. Y. Heart Fund 
benefit at night. Regular showings 
start tomorrow (Thurs.). In ahead, 
'*American Guerrilla” (20th) (6th 
| wk-6 days), dipped to $5,000 after 
- $8,000 for fifth round. 
| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (U) (5th wk). 
|Fourth session ended last night 
| (Tues.) held about even at $12,500 
_after $13,000 last week, both high- 
ly profitable sessions and not far 
from capacity. Stays on. 
| * Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Watch Birdie” (M-G) and Enric 
Madriguera orch, Paul Regan, 
others, onstage (2d-final wk). In- 
itial round ended Sunday (17) 
‘night was drab $20,000. Picture 
never had chance since. opening 
in middle of sharp downbeat on 
Monday, and picked up only slight- 
ly on weekend. “Pagan Love Song” 
(M-G), plus Ink Spots, Shep Fields 
orch, Marilyn Maxwell 
stage bill, opens Dec. 25. 


' 


| 


'_— “Pinocchio” (RKO) and ‘Make 
Mine Music” (RKO) (reissues). 
| First week ending 
(Thurs.) is heading for strong $17.- 


this season of  yeaf 
Holding. In ahead, 
Run” (U) (2d wk-9 days), $11,000. 


| Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
(Rep). | 


_— “California Passage” 
Brought in rather hurriedly, and 
looms unexciting $7,000 or less. 
Stays only two extra days. “Dial 
1119" (M-G) (2d wk), thin $4,500 


in 6 days. “Vendetta” (RKO) opens | 


| Dec. 25. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 50- 
$1.20\—“‘Rio Grande” (Rep) (5th 
wk). Continues but not at early 


big pace, with only $6,500 or less | 
likely this round; fourth week was | 


just okay at $7,500. Continues 
through Christmas. 
man” (U) opens Dec. 30. 

' Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col) 
vaude. Looks like light $15,000 or 


less. Last week, “High Lonesome” | 


| (EL) $15,500, below 
hopes. 


Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 


and vaude, 


Prima orch, Jan Murray, others, 


Capitol. | 


day bills within the next few days. | 


| after 
| “Born 


topping 
| 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700: 50-$1.75) 


tomorrow | 


“The Milk-| 


with | 


(3d wk), slipped to about $46,000 
after okay $56,000 in second. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Kim” 
(M-G) plus annual Christmas 
pageant and stageshow (2d wk). 
Doing the only real business down- 
town, with sock $148,000 likely, 
ahead of opening round’s $143,000. 
Hall got in five shows Saturday 
(16), making close to $30,000 on 
that day alone. Rain hurt some 
on Friday like most other spots 
but Sunday was close to Satur- 
day's trade. Holds through vear- 
end_ holidays. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“In- 
ternational Burlesque” (Indie) (7th 
wk}. Down to $4,000 in final ses- 
‘sion, Last week, njce $5,500. 
“March of Wooden Soldiers” (In- 
die) (reissue) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.), old Laurel-Hardy comedy 
being brought back under new 
title. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,082; 90- 
$1.25) — “Never Dull Moment” 
(RKO) (4th wk). Looks to sag to 
about $6,000 after mild $7,500 last 
week. “Mudlark” (20th) opens 
Dec. 23. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“For Heaven's Sake” (20th) with 
Yuletide stageshow featuring Elsa 
& Waldo, Gertrude Ribla, Gautier’s 


Steeplechase, iceshow onstage. 
Getting big $82,000 or near on 
initial week despite pre-Xmas 
sluggishness. Holds for year-end 
| holidays. In ahead, ‘Jackpot’ 
(20th) plus stageshow (3d wk-9 
days), light $54,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Operation X” (Col) (2d wk), 


Down to thin $5,000 or near after 
islow $9,500 opening round. “Fly- 
‘ing Missile’ (Col) opens Dec. 23. 
Strand (WB) (2°756; 55-$2) 
“Highway 301” (WB! with Dave 
| Apollon, Peggy Mann, others on- 
{stage (2d-final wk). Shapes to 
‘get only $20,000 or less after light 
'$27,000 opening stanza. “West 
‘Point Story” (WB), with Jackie 
Miles, Mary Raye & Naidi, Don 
Cornell onstage, opens Friday (22). 
Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (11th wk). For 10th 
| week ended Monday (18) 
‘steady at $9,000 after fine $9,600 
lin ninth frame. Stays on. 
| Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 74- 
| $1.50) — “Rapture” (EL) (2d wk). 
| First week ended last night (Tues.) 
‘dull $4,000. Holds one week only. 
‘Last week, “Kind Hearts” (EL) 
\(27th wk), $2,500. “Macbeth” 
| (Rep) opens Dec. 27. 
| Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
| $1.50 — “Seven Days to Noon” 
(Indie). Opened Monday (18). Last 
week, “Prelude to Fame” (U) (6th 
| wk), $3,500 after okay $4,500 for 
| fifth frame. 
' WVietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
| $1.50)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (5th-final 
|'wk). Fourth session ended last 
‘night (Tues.) slipped to $11,000 
$13,500 for third week. 
Yesterday” (Col) opens 


— 


Dec. 26. 


2 Flags’ Good $18,000 
In Laggard St. Louis, 
‘Fuller’ Fairish $11,000 


St. Louis, Dec. 19. 
Natives are more intent on 
Christmas shopping than entertain- 
ment, and the result is that cinema 
returns have been sloughed this 





+ session. “Fuller Brush Girl,” which 
000 or better, unusually big for | 
and oldies. , 
“Woman on) 


copped plaudits from crix, is about 
the best bet but only mild at 
Loew's. “West Point Story” is 
barely okay at Ambassador. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 60- 
75)—“West Point Story” (WB) and 
“American Guerrilla” (20th). Oke 
$10,000. Last week, “Harriet 
Craig’ (Col) and “Midnight and 
Dawn” (Col), $10,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
“Dark City” (Par). Opened today 
(Tues.) Last week, “Two Flags 
West” (20th) and “Where Danger 
Lives” (RKO), good $18,000. 

Loew’s (Loew! (3,172; 50-75: — 


“Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Last of -the Buccaneers” (Col). 
Mild $11,000. Last week. “King 


Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
big $8,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75'— 
“All About Eve” (20th) (2d wk) 
‘and “Harriet Craig” (Col) (m.o.). 
| Fair $8,000. Last week, “Eve” 
(Ind) 


Shubert (1,500; 60-75) — 


“Kansas Raiders” (Ui and “Jungle onstage. Ovens today (Wed.'. Last! “Red Shoes” (EL) and “Winslow 


St>empede” (Rep), $5,500. 


week, “Let’s Dance” (Par! with 


| Boy” (EL only $4,000. Last week 


Broadway (Wolfberg! (1,500; 35-. Jimmy Dorsey orch, Nat “King” “Let's Dance” (Par) and “Jackpot’ 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Cole and Trio topping stageshow 


' (20th), $4,500. 


it was~ 
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ot Weather, Holidays Hit L.A. But 
‘Guerrilla’ OK $36,000; ‘Dance’ Mild 


206, ‘Highway’ 266, Thief’ Dim 106 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 
Soft biz gait is continuing here 


in the face of pre-Xmas shopping, } 


with seven newcomers very spotty. 


Hot weather also is no help. A,| 


satisfactory $36,000 shapes for 
“American Guerrilla” in five the- 
atres with some help from a small 
price boost. But elsewhere biz is 
sluggish with even “Let’s Dance” 
only getting mild $20,000 in two 
Paramount houses. 

“Two Weeks With Love” looks 
thin $20,000 in two sites. “High- 
way 301” is only light $26,000 in 
three locations. Price raise is 
proving no help to “Emergency 
Wedding” which is heading for 
sour $11,000 in two spots “Mystery 
Submarine” is under $17,000 in 


five theatres while “Once a Thief” | 


is dim $10,000 or less in three, 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— 
“American Guerrilla in  Philip- 


pines” (20th). Okay $36,000. Last 
week, “All About Eve” (20th) (3d 
wk), $26.800. 


Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1) — 
“Highway 301” (WB). Light $26- 
000. Last week, “West Point Story” 
(WB) (3d wk), $16,700. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘‘Two Weeks 
With Love” (M-G) and “Under 
Mexicali Stars” (Rep). Thin $20,- 
000. Last week, “King Solomon’s 
Mines” (M-G) (4th wk), $20,800. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890: 2.812; 60-$1) — ‘Emergency 
Wedding” (Col) and “Beyond Pur- 
ple Hills” (Col). Sour $11,000. Last 
week, “Joan Arc” (RKO) and 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard” (Col), 
$14,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 50-$1) 
—‘Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Trail 
Robin Hood” (Rep). Mild $20,000. 
Last week, “Tripoli” (Par) and “In- 
dian Territory” (Col) (L.A. only) 
(2d wk), $11,200. 

Orpheum, Hawaii, Beverly Hills 
Music Hall (Metropolitan) (2,210; 
1,106; 855; 50-$1)—“‘Once a Thief” 
(UA) and “Lightning Guns” (Col). 
Slight $10,000. Last week, “Three 


Husbands” (UA) and “Roll, Thun- | 


der, Roll” (EL) (8 days), $12,000. 
United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 


dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; | 


1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Mystery Submarine’ (U) and 
“Outlaw Gold” (Mono). Dull $17.- 
000. Last week, ‘“‘Undercover Girl” 
(U) and “Father’s Wild Game” 
(Mono), $14.000. 


Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1) —| 
(reissue) | 


“Thunder Rock” (Indie) 


(2d wk). Small $1,000. Last week, 
$1.800. 
Fine Arts (‘FWC) (677; $1.20- 


$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (th wk). | 


Opened fifth frame today (Tues.). 
Last week, good $6,500. 


Prov. On Skids Albeit 





‘Raiders’ Oke at $9,000; 


Reissues Get No Place 


Providence, Dec. 19. 
All houses are slipping here, 
with nothing to get excited about 
except the fact that Christmas is 
only a week away. Majestic is do- 
ing fairly well with “Kansas Raid- 
ers.” Loew’s State has reissue 
combo of ‘Mutiny on Bounty” and 
“Day at Races,” but they are very 
slow. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65) 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum)! 
Blonde” (Col) ‘reissues). Below 


par $8,000. Last week, “Deported” 
(U) and “Appointment With Crime” 
(Lip), $9,000. 


Wild Game” ‘U). Steady $9.000. 
Last week, “Undercover Girl” ‘(U) 
and “California Passage” ‘Rep), 
$8,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65) — “Black Angel” (Indie) and 
“Tangier” (Indie) (reissues). Dim 
$5,000. Last week, “Woman on 
Run” (U) and “Palooka Squared 
Circle” (Mono), fair $7,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
‘Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues). 
Drab $9,500. Last week, ‘“Miniver 
Story” (M-G) and “Next Voice” 
(M-G), $9,000. 

Strand ‘Silveirman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—“Winslow Boy” ‘EL) and “Per- 
fect Lady” (EL). Opened Monday 
(18). Last week. “Sun Sets at 
Dawn ‘EL) and “Two Lest 
Worlds” ‘EL), sad $5,000, 


+ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $422,000 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year. $451,200 
(Basea on theatres) 





Highway Okay 
$15,600 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Dec. 19. 
| Downtown houses are 
ing much of an upbeat in attend- 
eance although the weather is bet- 
ter and there appears to be a let- 
up in Yule shoppers’ spree. ‘“Min- 
iver Story” is not doing much for 
the State. Hipp’s “Highway 301” 
shapes standout with okay session. 

Estimates for This Week 








Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Southside 1-1000" (Mono). Oke. 
$10,500. Last week, “Deported” | 


(U), $11,500. 
Esquire (Community) (704; 55-80) 
“Show Business” (RKO) and 
“Lady Takes Chance” (RKO) (re- 
issues). Sad $1,500. Last week, 
“Outrage” (RKO) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80) — 
“Highway 301” (WB). 
town at okay $15,000. 


Last week, 


“Midnight and Dawn” (Col),! 
$14,000 

Palace (RKO) (3,350; 55-80) —| 
“Buffalo Stampede” (Indie) and / 


“Hell Town” (Indie) (reissues). Fair 
$9,000. Last week, “Joan of Arc” 
(RKO), $8,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“Miniver Story” (M-G). Dreary 


$8,000. Last week, ‘“Let’s Dance” 
(Par), $13,000. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 


—"Let’s Dance” (Par) ‘m.o.). Good 
$6,000. Last week, “Dial 1119” 
(M-G), $6,200. 


‘Daughters’ Hep $18,000, 





| Mont’l; ‘Capture’ $7,000 


Montreal, Dec. 18. 


| “Three Daughters” is pacing 


the field this round with nice take | 


at Palace. Despite heavy censor- 
ing, “Joan of Arc” is way down in 
second Capitol stanza. 

j\looms okay at Imperial. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) —)} 
“Three Daughters” (M-G). Nice 
$18,000. Last week, “Odette” 


(EL), $15,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). Off 
_to $8,000 following hefty opening 
‘session at $15,000. 
| Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Right Cross” (M-G). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, “Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk), 
nice $10,500. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 46-65) — 
i““Toast New Orleans” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Off to $16,000 after smash 
first week at $25,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Capture” (RKO) and “Inter- 
rupted Journey” (RKO). Oke 
$7,000. Last week, “Dark City” 
(Par) and “Holiday Rhythm” (Par), 
$9,500. 


not feel-| 


Biggest in|} 


“Capture” | 


(2,412; 34-60) —) 


‘CITY’ BRIGHT $13,000, 
TORONTO; ‘WIDOW’ 96 


Toronto, Dec. 19. 
With Xmas shopping, plus lack 
of product appeal, only first-run 
house doing any outstanding busi- 





perial. 
tair to light. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor); (1,059; 955; 
| 470; 698; 694; 35-57)—“Gilda” (Col) 
land “Platinum Blonde” (Col) (re- 
| issues). Oke $11,000. Last week, 
| “Shakedown” (U) and “Hit Parade 
1°51” (Rep), $12,000. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
11,140: 38-77)—“Miracle 34th St.” 
| (20th) and “Adventures Sawyer” 
| (SRO) (reissues). Fair $7,000. Last 


|week, “Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk), 
| $6,000. 
| Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77)— 


|“Dark City” (Par). Fine $13,000. 
| Last week, “Odette” (EL), same. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 48-67)— 
“To Please Lady” (M-G). 
| $8,000. Last week, ‘“Miniver Story” 
| (M-G) (2d wk), $6,500. 


Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 38-77)—“Breaking Point” 
(WB) (2d wk). Mediocre $8,000. 
Last week, $10,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)—! 
|*Reluctant Widow” (EL). 


| $9,000. Last week, “Harriet Craig”’ | 


| (Col), $11,000. 
| Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77)—‘“Born 
to Be Bad” (RKO) (2d wk). Poor 
$6,500. Last week, $8,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)— 
“Milkman” (U) (2d wk). 
$4,000 after last week’s fair $6,500. 


K. C. Slow But 
Power $14,000 


Kansas City, Dec. 19. 

Biz is slow here with shopping 
activity at peak, and lightweight 
attractions generally the rule at 
first-runs. One of stronger magnets 
is “‘American Guerrilla” at three- 
house Fox-Midwest combo, topping 
the average for trio. Midland has 
pair of new pix, “Fuller Brush 
Girl” and “Last of Buccaneers,” 
but most others have reissues. 
Weekend weather was favorable. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"‘Dedee”’ (Indie) and “Good 
Time Girl’ (EL). Best here 
weeks, strong $3,300. Last week, 
'“Return Jesse James” (Lip) and 
“Shot Billy Kid” (Lip), $2,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Light 
$10,000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col) and “Midnight and Dawn” 
| (Col), ditto. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Born to West” (Indie) and “The 
Thundering Herd” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Slim $7,000. Last week, 
“Outrage” (RKO) and “Rio Grande 





Patrol” (RKO), first 4 days, with 
|“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
| Blonde” (Col) (reissues), second 


' half, same. 
| Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 


| 45-65)—"‘The Buccaneer” (Par) and 
|“‘Ladies Big House” (Par) (re- 
| issues). Slow $7,500. Last week, 


“Highway 301” (WB), about same. 
| Tower - Uptown - Fairway 


— “American Guerrilla” (20th). 
Strongest entry in town, fairly 
| good $14,000 or better for Tyrone 
| Power opus. Last week, “Wyoming 
| Mail” (U) and “Shakedown” (U), 
slim $10,000. 





Detroit, Dec. 19. 
Another dismal week is facing 
Detroit exhibs as Christmas shop- 


pers continue to hurry by the box- | 


offices in quest of gifts. Only 
half-stable entry this round is 
“Breakthrough” which may come 


through with an okay session at} 


the Michigan. “Two Flags West” 
is shaping slow ai Fox. “King 
Solomon’s Mines” is holding to 
nice total in fourth round 
Palms. “Undercover Girl’ is shap- 
ing weak at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,006; 70-95) 
i— “Two Flags West” (20th) and 
“Eve Witness” (EL). Light $20,000. 
Last week, “Dial 1119" ‘M-G) plus 


Dick Contino stageshow, $29,000. | 
Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4,000; 95) — “Ravaged Earth” 


70-95)—“‘Breakthrough” (WB) and 
“Revenue Agent” (Col). Okay 


at | 


“ Det. Dismal at B.0.; Breakthrough 
Okay $17,000, 2 Flags’ Drags at 206 


Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65) —| 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Father's | 


Story” (WB) 


and “Counterspy 
Scotiand Yard” 


(Col), $10,000 in 
second week. 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 
“King Solomon’s Mines” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Nice $12,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Hamlet” (U). Slow $5,000. Last 
| week, “Dark City” ‘Par) and “Stars 
Over Wyoming” (RKO), $11,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
.95)—“‘Undercover Girl” (U). Weak 
$7,000. Last week, “I'll Get By” 
| (20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
'—"“Two Weeks with Love’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Slim $8,000. Last week, 
$9,700. 

Downtewn (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
(Indie). 
Last week, “House 
Frankenstein” and “House 


Poor $7,000. 
‘of 


ness is “Dark City,” fine at Im-| 
Other attractions are only 


Fair | 


in | 


Hub Hobbled by Yuletide Shoppers; 
‘Southside’ Slow 146, ‘Midnight’ 126 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...... $1,828,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 195 the- 

atres, chiefly first runs, inclug- 

ing N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
La&t Year...... $1,923,000 
(Based on 24 cities, and 196 

theatres.) 











+ 





‘2 Weeks’ Paces 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 


| It’s the week before Xmas, and | 
the 


| story’s about the same as in the 
Penn has the 
Light | lightest of the fre-holiday films in | 
“Two Weeks With Love” and will | 
| get what there is of the shopping 
Other |! 
heavy. 
‘“‘Where Danger Lives” is going no- 
Stanley despite heavy 
Down to! campaign for Howard Hughes’ new 


all through the film houses, 


past years—no biz. 


crowds seeking relaxation. 
theatres are mainly very 
| where at 


| star, Faith Domergue. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,800; 


keeping above $5,500, slow. 
week, “‘Deported” (U), $6,500. 
Harris (Harris) 


ing much for this one either at 


| $6,000. Last week, “All About Eve” 


| (20th) (3d wk), $8,000. 
Penn (Loew's) 
|\“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G). 
| Fairly presentable $12,000. Last 
| week, “King Solomon's 
| (M-G) (3d wk-8 days), nice, $8,500. 
| Stanley (WB) 3,800; 45-80)— 
\“Where Danger Lives” (RKO), 
Building new Howard Hughes star, 
| Faith Domergue, but ail for 
|maught. Dull’ $9,000. Last week, 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) not too good 
at $11,000 in 9 days. 
Warner (WB) 2,000; 


but picked up some over weekend 
and should hit okay $6,000. Last 


week, “West Point Story” (WB) /ing experiment. 
| adverse 


(m.o.), $5,000. 


“HIGHWAY’-‘SOUTHSIDE’ 
OK $12,000 IN BUFF 


Buffalo, Dec. 19. 


| Film theatre biz is droopy here 
this stanza, with pre-Xmas lull on 
_in earnest. Probably the _ best 
| showing is being made by “High- 
|way 301” paired with ‘Southside 
1-1000” which looms okay at Para- 
,;mount. Elsewhere grosses range 
'from moderate to drab. “I'll Get 
| By” is not doing too badly in sec- 
,ond round at the Center. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 





(Fox | “Mrs. O’Malley and Mr. Malone” (5th wk). 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) | (M-G) and “Three Husbands” (UA). | prossers here. 


| Light $10,000 or less. Last week, 
,\“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
| (2d wk) (9 days), nice $11,000. 

| Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)— 
\“Highway 301” (WB) and “South- 


|side 1-1000” (Mono). Passable 
| $12,000. Last week, “Fireball” 
|(20th) and Arthur Godfrey Unit 


with Billy Gilbert and Bill Law- 
rence, $13,500. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75)—"I'll 
|Get By” (20th) (2d wk). Down to 
$8,500. Last week, fancy $13,000. 


| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col) and 
“Pygmy Island” (Col). Drab $6,- 
000 or less. Last week, “Kansas 
Raiders” (U) and “Paper Gallows” 
,(U), $9,000. 

| Century (20th Century) (3,000; 
40-70)—““Mr. Lucky” (RKO) and 
“Lady Takes a Chance” (RKO) (re- 
issue). Modest $7,500. Last week, 
“Outrage” (RKO) and “California 
Passage” (Rep), $8,000. 


| 


| 


| 





| 


b ] e 
Tracy’s 3-Episoder 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
|. Spencer Tracy will play three 
|separate roles in 
_three-episode picture, at Metro, 
slated for filming in spring when 
he completes his job in “The Peo- 
, ple vs. O'Hara.” 
Don Hartman will produce “Jeal- 
ousy,” which consists of a comedy, 


'$17,000. Last week, “West Point Dracula” (Indies) (reissues), $6,000. |a drama and a tragedy, 


J | 


P4.¢ 908 


| 
Pi F oS h 12G eaters’ ae 
“California Passage” (Rep). 
itt, airs $4,500. Last week, “Sun Sets at 


\“Day at Races” 
| Sluggish $10,500. Last week, ‘‘King 
45-80)— | 
“Southside 1-1000” (Mono). Hardly 


Last | __«“Southside 1-1000” (Mono) and 


(2,300; 45-80)— 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). Noth- 


(3,300; 45-80)— 


Mines” | 


‘2 Weeks’-Mills Bros. 


45-80)— | 
| “Outrage” (RKO). Off to slow start | 


,“All About Eve” 
Good $5,000 after excellent $7,500 
‘preceding stanza. 


/Radio €ity break-in. 


$8,500 at 50c-70c. 


|Okay $5,000. : 
‘Under 21” (Indie) and. “Girls of 
Road” (Indie) (reissues), $4,500. 


Jealousy, a “Desert Hawk” (U). Okay $6,000. 


Boston, Dec. 19. 
Plenty of shoppers in town but 
| the influx of reissues at most ma- 
| jor houses are not much help. Biz 
is better on the weekends than or- 
dinarily at this time of year be- 
cause of hypoing effect of down- 
town Xmas trimmings. “Southside 
1-1000” at Paramount and Fenway 
is not more than average, while 
“Between Midnight and Dawn” at 
Memorial looks mild. “State Se- 
'eret” looks fair at Astor in fourth 
|'week. Elsewhere biz is mostly 





| sluggish. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) 

'“State Secret” (Col) (4th wk), 

About $4,000 after fair $5,000 for 
third. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 

1-1000” (Mono) and 


—~ 


Fair 


Dawn” (EL) and “Two 
Worlds” (EL), okay $6,000. 
| Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col) and 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Mild 
$12,500. Last week, ‘‘Mad Wednes- 
day” (RKO), $18,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) 
85)—"'Tars and Spars” 


Lost 


(4.367; 40- 
(Col) and 


\“Thousand and One Nights” (Col) 


(reissues). Mild $11,500. Last week, 
“Jackpot” (20th) and “Look Before 
You Love” (Indie), $16,000. 
Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 40-85) 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
(M-G) (reissues). 


Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
okay $11,500. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 


“California Passage” (Rep). Mild 
$9,500. Last week, “Sun Sets at 
Dawn” (EL) and “Two Lost 


Worlds” (EL), neat $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues). 
Slim $6,000. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
oke $6,800. 





Sock $34,000 in Mpls. 
Despite Pre-Christmas 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 
Week before Christmas, tradi- 
tionally the film theatres’ worst, 
finds Radio City engaged in a dar- 
Trying to whip 
seasonal and_ severe 
weather, the big Paramount has 


lan expensive stageshow headed by 
| Mills 
(coupled with 
‘Love.” Paying off with big total, 


Bros. and Ethel Smith, 


“Two Weeks With 


way ahead of recent film biz there. 


* Radio City upped its scale to $1 
after 5 p.m. against 85c formerly 
for such stage-film layouts. 


Otherwise, the spotlight is 
mostly monopolized by holdovers. 
It’s the fifth week for “King Solo- 


/mon’s Mines” and third for “All 
About Eve.” 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) — 
(20th) (3d wk). 


Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
One of the season’s top 
Will. go still an- 


other week. Satisfactory $4,000. 


|Last week, $4,500. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Rio 
Grande” (Rep) (m.o.), Here after 
Well-liked, 
but under a handicap. Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “If This Be Sin” (UA) 
and “Once a Thief” (UA), light 
$3,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-$1)— 
“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
and stageshow, headed by Mills 
Bros. and Ethel Smith. Entertain- 
ment bargain even at new high 
scale (15¢ec and 20c over previous 
tariff). But seasonal and weather 
handicaps are hurting somewhat, 
Despite this, looks sock $34,000. 
Last week, “Rio Grande” (Rep), 


RKO-Orphcum (RKO) (2,890; 
35-76)—“Gilda” (Col) and “Plati- 
num, Blonde” (Col) (reissues) split 


‘with “Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
,and “Last Buccaneers” (Col). Oke 
$5,500. Last week, “Breakthrough 
| (WB), okay $8,000. 

| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70) 


(m.o.). 
“Girls 


(WB) 
Last week, 


“Breakthrough” 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 


Last week, “Panic in Streets” 
(20th), $6,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Ecstasy” (Indie) (reissues). So-so 
$2.000. Last week, “Toast New 
Orleans” (M-G) (2d wk), tepid 


1 $1,900, 
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Bad Weather, Pre-Xmas Slough Chi: 
Dark City-Vaude Dim at $32,000, 
Deported’ Dull 106, ‘Angel’ Sock 66 





Chicago, Dec. 19. + 
Loop is crippled this week with 
bad weather, weak holdevers, and 


Estimates Are Net 


reissues, with ali houses stalling 3 ee sag 
oe Xmas. Only two new pics| rhe A ceciadlang weg: as re- 
pened this session. C hicago, with; Ported herewith trom the vari- 
“Dark City” and Eddie Peabody ous key cities, are net, Le., 
onstage, should hit only slight without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
29900 for frame. “Deported”; tors share on net take, when 


playing percentage, hence the 


I oms mild at Palace with $10,000. ; | 
estimated figures are net in- 


Oriental bill of “Two Weeks | 


With Love” plus Three Stooges come. oe 
and Eileen Barton onstage looks The parenthetic admission 
tired in third round with weak prices, however, as indicated, 


$18,000 Reissue bill of “San include the U. S. amusement 
uentin” and “Aleatraz Island tax. 








“King Solmon’s Mines” is still 
cieady in fourth stanza at the 
Grand at $12,500. ‘Southside 
1-1000" and “Surrender” at Roose- 
velt loom poor $8.000 in second 


onl ok; iV $11 .000 at St ate- Lake 


week Woods. with second week 
of “Kansas Raiders” looks only 10, 000, Lvi 
$12. 000 Vl e 
World, bringing back “Blue An- 
gel” fou long-run, is smash $6,000 Louisville. Dec. 
in first round. _— / Biz currently is wth a 
Estimates for This er ,__ | Usual pattern for pre-Xmas. Com- 
+) ani Cit, ao rg FF yl — paratively, vet exhibs say this week 
ar I 12 < « 4 oi, ‘ 
body topping stage show. Slim, is not the poorest pre-holiday ses- 
$32 000. Last week. “Killer Stalked sion by any means. ‘Fuller Brush 
New York” (Col) with Duke Elling- Girl” at Loew's State promises 
ton on Sarah Vaughan On- ¢,j+ich biz. “Born To Be Bad” at 
stage eg anne ‘tan seas the Rialto is fairish. 
Grane ( ; ; J0-95)— : P " 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) Estimates for This Week 
(4th wk). Firm $12,500. Last week, ,.Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
$12. 000. , 45-65)—“Highway 301” (WB). Mod- 
est $6,500. Last week, “West Point 
ee ueks With’ Love” (M-G) Story” (WB) (2d wk), light $6,000. 
»lus 3 Stooges and Eileen Barton ,_Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
onstage (3d wk). Only $18,000. 45-65)—"Born To Be Bad” (RKO) 
Last week. okay $26,000. a “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO). 
poe . ‘eeling pre-holiday pinch to get 
Palace (RKO) (2.500: 55-98)— ees a 
“Deported” (0) ana “Cassine to only | fairish 39.000. Last week, 
Korea” (Par) Slow $10,000 or Let’s Dance” (Par), brisk $11,000. | 
near. Last week, “Mad Wednes- ,, State (Loew's) (3.000; 45-65)— 
dav” (R KO) and “Texan Meets “Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
Calamity Jane” (Col), $11,000. Last of Buccaneers” (Col). Medi- 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98'— Solomon's ‘Mines’ (Meo (2d ene 
“Southside 1-000” (Mono) and | reat $13. Q0@ 0) MG) (2d wk, 
“Surrender” (Rep) (2d wk). Drab S “spite _ at 
$8.000 or near. Last week, $10, ,,.-rand FA) (1.200; 45-65) — 
OOU eee we er (Rep) and “Hit 
" ; 9700. &E arade 1951” (Rep). Moderate 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) $4500. Last week, “High Lone- 
—‘San Quentin” (WB) and “Al- < ” ya. — 
catraz Island” (WB) (reissues). (EL), uont thease Killed Geronimo 
Okay $11.000. Last week, “Mini- ee ee 





ver Story” (M-G) and “Emergency 
Wedding” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55-) 
98'\—"‘Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Minor $9,000. Last week, $11,000. | 
Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) (2d wk). 
Light $12,000. Last week, $16,000. 


‘Lost Worlds’ Big 206, 
Frisco, Despite Biz Dip; 


San Francisco, Dec. 19. 


World (Indie) Rn ig 80\—"Blue Despite usual pre-holiday slump, 
Angel” (Indie). Sock $6,000. Last | “Two Los Worl ” . Teer 4 
week, “Macbeth” (Rep) (6th wk), st Worlds,” with “High 


way 301” as second feature, is 
heading for big session at Para- 
;/mount this round. Preem.- of 


\‘‘Worlds” was backed by extensive 
bally and sidewalk displays. It is 


Few Wash. B.0. Winners; | 
‘Southside’-Vaude Trim  cesut! °upbright spots here cur- 


$16,000, ‘Raiders’ $8,000 ‘: ge Oak ~~ a 
Orgheum. Otherwise, the pickings 
Washington, Dec. 19. 


Combo of hold a6 whee | ee 

ombo overs a oliday 

shopping is taking its usual heavy Estimates for This Week 

toll at midtown houses. There is ,. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60- 

no winner in the lot, though some 85) — “Prehistoric Women” (EL) 

holdovers, particularly “Trio.” in 42d “Prisemers in Petticoats” (EL). 

fiitth week at Lopert’s Playhouse, Okay $12,000. Last week. “Mad 

shape surprisingly steady. “South- Wednesday” (RKO) and “Experi- 

side 1-1000” looks best bet among ™ent Aleatraz” (RKO), $9,500. 

newcomers. Fox (FWC) (4.651: 
Estimates for This Week Flags West” (20th) and “California 


Capitol (Loew's) (2.434: 44-85)— | gacsage” (Rep) (2d wk). Down to 


$2 800. 





“Southside 1-1000”. (Mono) plus 39 Last week, passable $18,- 
Vaude. Sound $16,000, all consid- ; : , a 
ered. Last. week, “Mr. Malone’ Warfield (Loew's) (2.656; 60-85) 
and Mrs, O'Malley” (M-G) plus+ = Miniver Story” (M-G). Fair 
vaude, $14,000. $12,000. Last week, “King Solo- 

Dupont (Lopert) (378; 50-85)— aoa i ea, 


Mo Rice” (Indie) (6th wk). Nice 
4.000 after $4,000 last week. Holds. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
‘Kansas Raiders” (U). Satisfactory 
$8,000. Last week, “Deported” and 
Metropolitan (Warner) (1.163; 44- 
74) —Stage to Tucson” 
“Cockeyved Wonder” 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Two Lost Worlds” (EL) and 
“Highway 301” (WB). Big $20,000. 
Last week, “Breakthrough” (WB) 

“Border Rangers” 
. $11,000. 


(Col) and «west Point Story” (WB) (4th w 
(Col). Slow . Be. 1 wki. 
$3,500 for first-runs. Last week, Only $6,500. Last wer, ee 
“Fuller Brush Girl” (Col), $4,000. Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— | ooq squat, As Come’ , (Indie) 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d Okay git sen Lest yo yA ec 
Wk’. Nice $11,000 for stage of run Submarine” (U) ; a np 


atier hefty $15,000 last week. . : (U) and “Counterspy 
Playhouse Pl igs. 50-85) (Col). nice $17,500 in 9 days. 

—“Trio” (Par) (5th wk). Verv;.__ United Artists (N.C.) (1,208; 55- 

steady $4,000. Last week, nice 85’—‘Undercover Girl” (U). Fair 

$4.500. $7,000. Last week, “State Secret” 
Ww arner, (WB) (2.164: 44-74)— ‘Col (3d wk), $5,500. 

«Di rk @ty” (Paw. Very slow!’ Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
£8.000. Last week, “Highway 301” “Catskill Honeymoon” (Indie). 
M ', $12,000 in 9 days but below Oke $1.800. Last week, “Sinners” | 

hopes, i(Indie) (3d wk), nice $2,000. 


65-90)—"‘Two | 


(Lip) (2d/ 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)—_ 


| the Goldman. 
is strictly under wraps at Earle. 


| (Col) (3d wk), 


‘Tough as Come’ $12,000. 


| $12,000. Last week, 
(Rep) with Ink Spots, 
, gerald, onstage, tidy $24,000. 


OMAHA NSH EXCEPT 
MOON’ MELLOW $11,000 


Omaha, Dec. 19. 
“Destination Moon” was a good 
pre-Yule hypo for the Orpheum. 
It looks to land fine totals being 
only solid entry in town. Film had 
a smash opening. The Paramount 
is way off with “Miniver Story.” 


“Last of Buccaneers” and “Mid- 
night to Dawn” at the Brandeis 


also is sluggish. The State broke 
into its four-week run of “King 
Solomon’s Mines” with a replace- 
'ment Sunday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—*‘Destination Moon” (EL) and 
“Armored Car Robbery’’s (RKO). 
Fine lift from former to get nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Right Cross” 
(M-G) and “It’s a Small World” 
(EL), $9,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65)—"*Miniver Story” (M-G). Way 
below expectations with $8,500. 
Last week, “Glass Menagerie” 
(WB), $10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col) and 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). Slow 
5.500. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col), $6,500. 

Omaha ‘iTristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—*‘Dark City” (Par) and “Prisoners 
in Petticoats” (Rep). NSG $7,000. 
Last week, ‘All About Eve’ (WB) 
(m.o.), good $7,000 for 5 days. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 20-75)— 
“King Solomon's Mines” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Off to $2,000 in 3 days. 
Started “To Please a Lady” (M-G), 
on Sunday. Last week, okay $5,500 
for full week. 


‘Wednesday Tall 
$15,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Usual Christmas shopping spree 
is slashing biz to a minimum in 
all first-runs here this round. The- 
atres with strong bills held them 
to wait until just before Xmas to 
bring in new product. New pix 
also are not doing much. 

Surprisingly good is “Mad 
Wednesday” which broke fast at 
“Undercover Girl” 


16-65)— 





“Two Flags West” is comparatively 
okay in view of conditions at the 
Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (i,303;: 
“Ichabod, Mr. Toad” 
issue). Fair $9,000. 
“Eye Witness” (EL), 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 
“Three Husbands” (UA). Dull 
$10,000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” | 
$8,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99) — 
“Undercover Girl” (U). Modest, 
“Surrender” 


(RKO) 
Last 
$12,000. 


Fox (20th) (2 .250; 50-99 '\—"*Two | 
Flags West” (20th). 
000. Last week, (20th) 
(2d wk), $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 
99) — “Mad Wednesday” (RKO). 
Fine $15,000. Last week. “Two 
Weeks With Love” (M-G) (3d wk). 
$7,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“T'll Get By” (20th) (2d wk). Down 
to $16,500, after mild $20,000 
opener. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—‘“‘Let’s Dance” (Par) (5th wk). | 
Off to $7,000. Last week, oke 
$8.500. 

Stanley (WB) 
“King Solomon’s Mines” 


“Jackpot” 


(M-G) 


(4th wk). Good $15,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-99) — 
“Highway 301” (WB) (2d wk). 
Stout $10,000 after fast $14,000 
getaway. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)\— | 
“Trio” (Par) (5th wk). Off to $3.-) 


500. Last week, neat $4,500. 
World (G&S) (460; 50-99)—“Bit- 

ter Rice’ (Indie) (4th wk). Holding 

at $5,500. Last week, trim $6,700. 


‘Lonesome’ Fine $12,000, 


Tops in Offish Denver 


Denver, Dec. 19. 
“High Lonesome” with “The 
Torch” is taking top money in 
three houses by a slight margin 
“Breaking Point” looks fair at 
Paramount but elsewhere trade is 
way off with usual pre-Xmas in-- 
fluences cutting in deeply. “Har- 
riet Craig’’ looms very ordinary in 
two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“High Lonesome” (EL) and 
“Torch” 
Webber. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Jungle 
St-mpede” (Rep), $5,500. 





(2,950: 50-99) — 


50-99) —| 
(re- | 
week, | 


Ella Fitz- | 


‘Just okay $16,- | 


‘night was drab $20,000. Picture 


| Monday, and picked up only slight- 


\— “California 


| Dec. 25. Fox 


/ (EL) 


(EL), day-date with Tabor, ' 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- | 


(Continued on page 18) 


| Fourth session ended last night | wk), 


Broadway -Slow: ‘Heaven's Sake’ 
Plus Vaude Tops Newcomers At 


$82,000, ‘Birdie’-Vaude Weak 206 


This is the week before Christ- (3d wk), slipped to about $46,000 
mas, and a big majority of Broad- after okay $56,000 in second. 
way first-runs are suffering the Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
usual drop to the lowest point of fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40) — “Kim” 
the Winter. (M-G) plus annual Christmas 


pageant and stageshow (2d wk). 
night sloughed biz generally but Doing the only real business down- 
a sharp upturn the next day town, with sock $148,000 likely, 
(Sat.) indicated that some of the ahead of opening round’s $143,000. 
Yuletide shopping pressure was Hall got in five shows Saturday 
lifting. Christmas week upbeat ‘16', making close to $30,000 on 
can’t come soon enough for most that day alone. Rain hurt some 
Broadway houses because of the 0n Friday like most other spots 
beating they have been taking at but Sunday was close to Saiur- 
the boxoffice for nearly tour day's trade. Holds through year- 
weeks. end _ holidays. 

The best total of the newcomers _ Rialto (Mage! (594; 44-98)—“In- 
is being registered by “For ternational Burlesque” (Indie) (7th 
Heaven’s Sake” with: Yuletide wk). Down to $4,000 in final ses- 
stageshow featuring Elsa & Waldo sion. Last week, njce $5,500. 
and Gertrude Ribla at the Roxy. “March of Wooden Soldiers” (In- 


Rain and snow last Friday (15) 


This combo promises to hit a big die) (reissue) opens tomorrow 
$82,000 in the first week ending |‘Thurs.), old Laurel-Hardy comedy 
tomorrow (Thurs.) night despite being brought back under new 
being hurt by rain opening day. title. 

Top straight-filmer is “‘Pinocchio” Rivoli ‘(UAT-Par) (2,082; 90- 
and ‘Make Mine Music.” Walt $1.25) — “Never Dull Moment” 
Disney reissue combo, which is ‘RKO? ‘4th wk’. Looks to sag to 
proving a natural for this season about $6,000 after mild $7.500 last 
of vear at the Criterion. First week. “Mudlark” (20th) opens 
stanza looks to reach fancy $17,- Dec. 23. : a 
000. biggest at house in some time. Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 


“For Heaven's Sake” (20th) with 
Yuletide stageshow featuring Elsa 
& Waldo, Gertrude Ribla, Gautier’s 


Still standout and greatest draw 
of first-rurs is “Kim” and annual 


“hris s } at. > . 

ae te = Se is Steeplechase, iceshow onstage. 
eyeing sock $148,000 in second Getting big $82,000 or near on 
‘round. better than opening week. initial week despite pre-Xmas 


“Watch Birdie.” with Enric Madri- sluggishness. Holds for year-end 


ae 3 _ holidays. In ahead, “Jackpot” 
guera band and Paul Regan Head- 3o¢h" plus istagenhow (3d. wh 9 
tide casualty. with only $20,000 ays). light $54,000. 5 aan 
State (Loew's! (3,450; 55-$1.50) 


opening week at the Capitol. 
“California Passage.”’ also new, is 
drab $7,000 or less on first frame 
at the Globe. 

Victoria, which opens fifth and 
final week of pop-scale run of 


Pn A aoe PO fers Born Apollon, Peggy Mann, others on- 
Besides the Paramount, which Stage (2d-final wk). Shapes to 
opens “Mr. Music” with Louis | 8¢t only $20,000 or less after light 
Prima band and Jan Murray on- $27,000 opening stanza. Phas 
stage today (Wed.), the Cap, Point Story” (WB), with Jackie 
{ Palace Miles, Mary Raye & Naldi, Don 


Strand, State, Rivoli, ; = 
i i i , ;' Cornell onstage, opens Friday (22). 
Rialto and Astor bring in new holi Sutton (R & B) (561: 90-$1.50)—— 


dag bile within the ext fev, ars: et MpahSakth wk or 10m 

/Heart Fund benefit show fonight. week ended Monday (18) it was 

‘regular run starting Thursday. steady at $9,000 after fine $9,600 
. ‘in ninth frame. Stays on. 


Estimates for This Week Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 74 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) | $1.50) — “Rapture” (EL) (2d wk). 
— “Harvey” (U). Opens today First week ended last night (Tues.) 
'(Wed.) with N. Y. Heart Fund dull $4,000. Holds one week only. 
benefit at night. Regular showings Last week, “Kind Hearts” (EL) 
start tomorrow (Thurs.). In ahead, !| (27th wk), $2,500. “Macbeth” 
“American Guerrilla” (20th) (6th (Rep) opens Dec. 27. 
| wk- -6 days), dipped to $5,000 after Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$8,000 for fifth round. $1.50 — “Seven Days to Noon” 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1. 20- | (Indie). Opened Monday (18). Last 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (U) (5th wk). week, “Prelude to Fame” (U) (6th 
$3,500 after okay $4,500 for 
'(Tues.) held about even at $12,500 fifth frame. 
after $13,000 last week, both high- Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
ly profitable sessions and not far $1.50)—‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th-final 
from capacity. Stays on. 'wk). Fourth session ended last 


—"Operation X” (Col) (2d wk), 
Down to thin $5,000 or near after 
‘slow $9,500 opening round. “Fly- 
‘ing Missile’ (Col) opens Dec. 23. 
Strand (WB) (2°756; 55-$2) — 
“Highway 301” (WB: with Dave 


* Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) night (Tues.) slipped to $11,000 
—“‘Watch Birdie” (M-G) and Enric after $13,500 for third week. 
Madriguera orch, Paul Regan, “Born Yesterday” (Col) opens 


others, onstage (2d-final wk’. In- Dec. 26. 


itial round ended Sunday (17); 9 Flags’ Good $18,000 
In Laggard St. Louis, 
‘Fuller’ Fairish $11,000 





never had chance since. opening. 
in middle of sharp downbeat on 


ly on weekend. ‘Pagan Love Song” 
(M-G), plus Ink Spots, Shep Fields 
orch, Marilyn Maxwell topping 
stage bill, opens Dec. 25. St. Louis, Dec. 19. 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50- $1.75) Natives are more intent on 
— “Pinocchio” (RKO) and “Make Christmas shopping than entertain- 


Mine Music” (RKO) (reissues).' ment, and the result is that cinema 

| First week ending tomorrow returns have been sloughed this 
‘Thurs.) is heading for strong $17.-+ session. “Fuller Brush Girl,” which 
000 or better, unusually big for copped plaudits from crix, is about 
this season of yeaf and oldies.,the best bet but only mild at 
Holding. In ahead, “Woman on. Loew's. “West Point Story” is 
Run” (U) (2d wk-9 days), $11,000. | barely okay at Ambassador. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
Passage” (Rep). | 
Brought in rather hurriedly, and 
looms unexciting $7,000 or less. “American Guerrilla” (20th). Oke 
Stays only two extra days. “Dial! $10,000. Last week. “Harriet 
1119" (M-G) (2d wk), thin $4,500 Craig” (Col) and “Midnight and 
in 6 days. “Vendetta” (RKO) opens’) Dawn” (Col), $10,500. 
(F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
$1.20\—"‘Rio Grande” (Rep) (5th “Dark City” (Par). Opened today 
wk). Continues but not at early (Tues.) Last week, “Two Flags 
big pace, with only $6,500 or less; West” (20th! and “Where Danger 
likely this round; fourth week was Lives” (RKO), good $18,000. 
just okay at $7,500. Continues Loew’s (Loew! (3,172; 50-75: — 
through Christmas. “The Milk-| “Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
man” (U) opens Dec. 30. |“Last of the Buccaneers” (Col). 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20'\— | Mild $11,000. Last week. “King 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col) with; Solomon’s Mines” (M-G: (3d wk), 
vaude. Looks like light $15,000 or big $8,000. 
less. Last week, “High Lonesome” Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75:'— 
and vaude, $15,500, below “All About Eve” (20thi (2d wk) 
hopes. ,and “Harriet Craig” (Col) (m.o.). 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | Fair $8,000. Last week, “Eve” 
—‘Mr. Music” (Par) with Louis} (m.o.) $9,500. 
Prima orch, Jan Murray, others, Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75) — 
onstage. Opens today (Wed.', Last '“Red Shoes” (EL) and “Winslow 
week, “Let’s Dance” (Par) with Boy" (LL) only $4,000. Last week, 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Nat “King” “Let's Dance” (Par) and “Jackpot’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 60- 
75)\—"“West Point Story” (WB) and 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 50- 


Cole and Trio topping stageshow ' (20th), $4,500. 
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Yep—they're inthe _ 
army now! In a laugh-filled 
screen version of 
Broadway's fun-packed stage play. 





TF 














Paramount presents Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis in “AT WAR WITH THE ARMY” with Polly Bergen * Executive Produce | 


Abner J. Greshler + Directed. by Hal Walker » Written for the Screen and Produced by Fred F. Finkelhoffe « Based on a Play by 
James B. Allardice » Songs by Mack David and Jerry Livingston 
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STARRED IN NEW YI 









America’s funniest team in their newest, most 
hilarious hit! They’ll premiere at specially selected 
New Year’s Eve midnight dates—preceding coast to coast 
engagements throughout the month of January... 





FROM THE ROAR-FRONT—COME THESE HIGHLIGHTS: 
















Or) sees eee eres 


™ COPers, 


de: y , © , 
/@ an Martin’s special brand of romancing! — nating blonde spy with hair on her chest! Wanda Hoy,” the hit you'll hear everywhere. 


THIF 











jJerry serves up novelty number, The N: avy For the record, it’s Dean crooning “You and =Going your way! They’re making like Bing 
Gets the Gravy But the Army Gets the Beans!” Your Beautiful Eyes” to lovely Polly Bergen. and Barry with “Too Ra Loo Ra Loo Ral”! 














how the gorgeous dames fall for Set. Jerry Lewis goes AWOL, | degiel as afasci- | At camp show the famous team sings “Tonda 
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Ist Snow Hits West End Boxoffice 
Albeit ‘Eve’ Socko $11,500; ‘Get By 


Mild $6,500, Dangerous’ Oke 7!46 





4 


London, Dec. 12. + 


The first snow of the season, 
which made travel precarious the 
early part of week, pushed the box- 


office more in the doldrums than | 


is usual for this time of the year. 
The only film to beat the weather 
is “All About Eve,” which opened 
to rave notices and capacity biz, 
clicking at the Gaumont with a 
smash $11,500. 

There are five other new entries 
in the West End, but these mainly 
recorded only moderate grosses. 
The British-made “ilighly Danger- 
ous” is likely to end its first round 
at about $7,500 at the Leicester 
Square theatre. 

However, the London Pavilion 
double bill of “Between Midnight 


and Dawn” and “Captive Girl,” 
started off nicely. ‘To Please a 
Lady,” plus stage, is mild at Em. 
pire. “I’ll Get By” at Odeon, 


Leicester Square, shapes up only 
moderate. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Monkey Business” (Par) and “It’s 
a Gift” (Par) (reissues). Pair of 
oldies failing to do much at only 
$2,000. “Samson and_ Delilah” 
(Par) due in on Dec. 19. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“To Please a Lady” (M-G) and 
stageshow (2d wk). Mild $13,700, 
another victim of the general biz 
dive. “King Solomon’s Mines” 
(M-G) opens next. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘‘All About Eve” (20th). Attract- 
ing great crowds after rave notices, 
and started off to capacity biz. 
First frame looks to wind up at 
sock $11,500. In for run. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60)—“Highly Danger- 
ous” (GFD) and “Kettles on the 
Farm” (GFD). Just okay at about 
$7,500 in intial round. Stays on. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1.217; 45- 
$1.60)—“‘Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
and “Captive Girl” (Col). Doubie 
bill opened strongly with about 
$3,000 in first weekend. In ahead, 
“The Men” (UA) (3d wk), $5,000. 

Marble Arch Pavilion (CMA) (1,- | 
750; 35-80c)—“Lilli Marlene” (UA) | 
and “Underworld Story” (UA). | 
New British combo moved in with- | 
out press comment and likely to 
hit mild $4,200 in opening stanza. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) | 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—‘T’ll Get By”! 
(Fox). Starting off only to fair 
trade with about $6,500, moderate. 
Holds a second week with ‘“Har- 
vey” (U) following as Christmas 
pic. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 


(GFD) (3d wk). Dipped to moder- 


at $5,100. “I Shall Return” (20th) 
opens Dec. 14. 
Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 


—“Tripoli” (Par) and ‘Friend Irma 
Goes West” (Par) (2d wk). Dual 
bill proving a disappointment, first 


holdover round being near $4,000. | 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) is due | 


in Dec. 19. 

Rialto (LFP) (592; 45-$1.25)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (7th 
wk). Still strong at around $5,000. 
Stays indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Failed to 
draw, with only $1,500 in its first 
three days. Continues on. 


‘FOUR IN JEEP’ NEAR 
COMPLETION IN ZURICH 


Zurich, Dec. 12. 
New Praesens pic, “Four in a 
Jeep,” is scheduled to be com- 
pleted by Dec. 25 after shooting 
for over two months. Stars and 
staff are now back in Zurich for 
interiors at Rosenhof and Bellerive 
Studios. Outdoor shooting was 
done on location in Vienna and 
Graz, Austria, for the last six 
weeks. 
Film is being directed by Leo- 
pold Lindtberg from an original 
screenplay by Richard Schweizer, 





Wilhelm L. Treichlinger and Hans | 


Sahl. “Jeep” stars Viveca Lindfors, 
Ralph Meeker and French actress 
Paulette Dubost. It features M. 
Dinan, Joseph Yadin, Michael Med- 
win, and Hans Putz. 

World preem of picture will be 
held early next year at Scala 
Zurich. 


| ritories. 


WB Latin-Am. Meet, Jan. 15 


| Relationship between the Latin 
American market and American 
films will be reviewed at a meeting 
of Warner managers and division 
managers in Central and South 
America to be held in Panama Jan. 
15. Exchange operations and sales 
policies are also on the agenda. 
All available 1950-51 product will 
be screened for the delegates. 

Wolfe Cohen, prez of Warner 
Bros. International, will preside at 
the conclave. Also slated to attend 
from N. Y. are Karl Macdonald, 
Latin America sales manager, and 
John Moraio, head of the foreign 
contract department. 


French Pix Total 
Tops Pre-War 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
French film production in 1950 





‘is expected to exceed the pre-war 


average of 110 features annually, 
U. S. Department of Commerce re- 
ports. During the ffirst eight 
months of this year a total of 76 
features were completed, which 
was 16 more than in the same pe- 
riod in 1949. 

Under the law providing aid to 
the French studios, that country’s 
government has made 1,694,513,640 
francs available for films. Of the 
total, 1,544,562,117 francs was 
turned over to feature producers, 
while 80,000,000 went to newsreel 
production, 44,951,523 went to aid 
short subject producers, and 25.,- 
000.000 francs was a_ subsidy to 
Unifrance Films, which pushes for- 
eign distribution of French pix. It 
takes 350 francs to equal $1 Ameri- 
can. 


Modern Town Built In 


Australia for 20th-Fox; 
Name It Zanuckville 


Sydney, Dec. 12. 
When 20th-Fox announced that 
Darryl Zanuck had decided to make 
the Technicolor pic, ‘‘Kangaroo,” 
here, the premiers of each Aussie 
state put in bids to have the film 
produced in their respective ter- 





neered by Premier Tom Playford. 
Figuring here is that the 20th-Fox 
production crew will spend $250.,- 
/000 with South Australian traders 
,on foodstuffs and other commodi- 
|ties, quite apart from additional 
technical equipment and 
| wages. 


ager, Robert Snody, finally decided 
on Port Augusta as the “Kangaroo” 
| location, Premier Playford (despite 
/heavy housing shortage) gave the 
|greenlight for the erection of a 


small town, complete with cooling | 


system, sanitary conditions, sports 
arena, cinema and western-type sa- 
_loon for the unit’s use. Stars Mau- 
'reen O’Hara, Peter Lawford and 
‘Reginald Boone have their own 
| bungalows. 

| This week Premier Playford de- 
'clared the town officially opened 
and named it Zanuckville. Looks 
'like eithe1 Snody or director Lewis 
of mayor on the sayso of Premier 
Playford. It is the first time in 
Aussie history that .. town has been 
| named after an American film pro- 


| ducer. “Kangaroo” should be in the | 


cans by next September. 


| Metro’s 4th Aussie Nabe 


Sydney, Dec. 19. 
Bernie Freeman, Metro topper 
here, has signed a deal for take- 
over of the neighborhood Century 





| can 


The big prize went to, 
200: 45-$1.60) — “Clouded Yellow" South Australia on a deal engi- 


crew | 


When the unit’s production man- | 
the 





Hannen Swaffer 
heralds 


Val Parnell as the Star 
in Anglo-U.S, Co-op 





* *« * 


an interesting byline piece in the 
forthcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Blames 40%, Tax 
For Plight Of 
Brit. Film Biz 


Responsibility for the precarious 
state of the British film industry 
be directly attributed to the 
government’s 40°% admissions bite 


according to independent pro- 
ducer-director Roy Boulting who 
returned to London’ yesterday 


(Tues.) after a week in N. Y. “I} 


don’t believe there can be 
durable solution to our problems,’ 
he said, “while the great burden 
of taxation lies upon our heads.” 

Boulting added that the present 
system of distribution and exhibi- 
tion, as practiced in Britain, must 
be reconsidered in light of new de- 
velopments. He particularly criti- 
cized the existing methods of re- 
lease whereby a picture is booked 
into a theatre for one-week only 
and then pulled out whether busi- 
ness is good or bad. This, he said, 
doesn’t give either the producer or 
audiences a chance. 

While cognizant of the aid that 
the government’s Film Finance 
Corp. is giving the industry, Boult- 
ing indicated that the agency’s as- 
sistance should not be termed 
largesse because the state takes 
vast sums out of the film business 


any 


by taxation and returns only a 
small portion via the FCC. The 
financing body was set up 18 


months ago when private sources 
of funds dried up. 

| Boulting was dubious about the 
value of a proposed cooperative 
| production organization over which 
FFC chairman James H. Lawrie 
| would preside. Lawrie reportedly 
' would have the final say-so on 


| scripts, budgets and stars before a | 


| camera could turn. The independ- 
ent producer-director declared that 
“any system that has complete 
power of life and death over an in- 
dustry is dangerous.” 


Despite domestic financial prob- 
lems, Boulting feels that the inter- 
national outlook for British pic- 
tures is improving. He said that 
British films are developing a new 
audience in the U. S. and other 
countries. It’s not the same audi- 
ence that goes to see Hollywood’s 
output, he added, for ‘‘our pictures 
shouldn’t compete with Holly- 
wood.” Producer- director made 
junket here to attend the 
American preem of his “Seven 
Days to Noon” at the Trans-Lux 
52d Street, N. Y., last Monday 
(18). 

Boulting made ‘‘Seven Days” for 
Sir Alexander Korda’s London 
Films. in association with his 
brother, John. The Boultings next 
‘venture, “I Spy Strangers,” is 
scheduled to go before the cameras 
| Jan. 15 for J. Arthur Rank release. 
| Following its completion § the 
brothers will turn out two more 
| pix for Korda. 





| Milestone will take the designation | 


Uruguay Exhibs Clipped 
Again by Rising Costs 


Montevideo, Dec. 5. 
Film exhibitors here, who re- 
| cently were hit by increased taxa- 
tion and pension fund contribu- 
|tions, are to have their overhead 
again increased via a government 
'decree published early this month. 


UA Swing to ANICA Seen Putting 
US. Majors in Hole on Italian Pact 


Rome, Dec. 19. 





Arg. Import Talks Delaye 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 12. 

Raul Alejandro Apold, presiden- 
tial press secretary in Argentina, 
and virtually in control of film 
matters, was so absorbed the past 
week trying to bring national film 
producers into line that he had to 
postpone talks scheduled with the 
\U. S. films distributors on the 
| long-awaited pact to renew imports 
lof Yank product. Apold’s confabs 
|with Joaquin Rickard, Motion Pic- 
iture Assn. of American represen- 
tative in Latin America, are due 
to start again next week. 
| In the meantime, “Iron Curtain,” 
released at last at the Ocean and 
Broadway theatres day-date Dec. 1 
after almost two years’ refusal by 
the Argentine government, has 
grossed around $13,000 over the 
first Friday, Saturday and S:nday. 


Lesser U.S. Pix 
Fade in Italy 


Genoa, Dec. 12. 

Though U. S. pix distributed in 
Italy continue to turn in the strong- 
est boxoffice total during the first 
months of the fall season, Italian 
films have recently made substan- 
tial biz gains at local theatres. On 
an average net profit per pic, some 
actually have surpassed Yank 
totals. This partly stems from the 





| 





Action of United Artists jn join- 
ing the National Italian Cinema 
Assn. (ANICA) has broken the solid 
front of American major film dis- 
tributors in the protracted nego- 


'tiations over distrib of U. S. films 


in Italy. It has resulted in a com- 
plete stymie of the three-year-old 
effort to work out a settlement be- 
tween the Italian government and 
Yank distribs. In, all previous talks 
between reps of U. S. film com- 
panies and the Italians, the Amer- 
ican distribs have stayed adamant 
on the point of ever joining 
ANICA. Result is that UA’s deci- 
sion to join up came as a real sur- 
prise in local film circles. 


It is fairly well known that the 
deal worked out on a so-called 
limited basis, which was rejected 
by other major U. S. distribs, ac- 
cording to UA’s rep George Orn- 
stein. The theory back of this rejec- 
tion is that it is not necessary for 
the film industry to negotiate with 
the government for a free market, 
and ANICA is unofficially support- 


|ed by the Italian government. 


early season dearth of top-grossing | 


American pix (held up in part by 
Italian stalling tactics during cen- 
sorship and dubbing). It also comes 
from the current success of many 
low-budget Italian comedies and to 
the attainment of a certain com- 
mercial standard in local product. 

Local observers, with an eye also 
to solving strained U. S.-Italo re- 
lations, say that while audiences 
have begun to show a-preference 
for local pix over low-calibre U. S. 
imports, the top American product 
continues to hold its dominant posi- 
tion on Italian screens. They point 
out that the present trend, even 
if continued, would in no way harm 


American companies in the long) 


run since able to recoup via big- 
ger profits on their strong pix. 

It merely would bring about a 
better balance between Italian, 
U. S. and other foreign films, and 
help discourage the importation of 
low-grade American productions 
| which have been flooding the Ital- 
‘ian theatres, the over-crowded 
market hurting takes of both 
‘Italian films and the better Yank 
product. It is generally felt that 
even though these Italian early- 
season gains are a yearly seasonal 
occurence, due for a letdown, but 
they are this time considerably 


higher. 
French films, in recent years 
considered boxoffice poison’ in 


Obviously, this is a local point-of- 
view concerning films in view of 
the restrictions of France and Ger- 
many, Italy being described as fair- 
ly easy to deal with compared with 
other European countries. Under- 
stood here that the Italian govern- 
ment felt that the Yank distribs 
were “stalling” on the negotiations 
so they started a “retaliation.” In 
other words, Italy is enforcing the 
request -originally made to U. S. 
companies (though the enforcement 
is unofficial thus far) that Ameri- 
can distribs in Italy reduce the 
number of film imports by 25%. 


New Crackdown Via Censorship 


The Italians have been shrewd 
enough not to actually make legis- 
lation against importing foreign 
films, having consistently held to 
the laws now in existence. This 
was done apparently in hopes that 
the Americans would come to an 
agreement without government in- 
terference. 

Since last August, the censorship 
of films has become so rigid that 
U. S. distribs feel the cut into 
the number of pictures they have 
been receiving. Censoring body 
began to closely scrutinize all cen- 
sorship requests and to not take 
pix in order of precedence. These 
and other things have made it pos- 
sible for only a few films to get 
okays. 

One early result of the UA action 
in joining ANICA is that all com- 
pensation deals are at a complete 
standstill until further decisions 
are made. 

Some claim that United Artists, 
through its local distributor, Artisti 
Associati, always has been a semi- 
member of ANICA. Ornstein says 


_he simply formalized a relationship 


Italy, also have made recent gains | 


in the wake of a sock reception 
accorded the 1949 Venice Grand 
Prize winner “Manon,” which did 
phenomenal biz in recent key-city 
French language houses. It is now 


hitting the top figures with a dub- | 


bed version in general release. Sev- 
eral other Gallic entries have since 
reached substantial figures. 


1st 





Coin From British 


Pix Shown in Germany 


Londor., Dec. 12. 

' Although the first trickle of 
funds from the showing of British 
‘films in Germany may be expected 
very soon, film producers here fear 
_that a native quota being consid- 
'ered by the Western German govt. 
‘may curtail screentime for their 
| product and thus restrict future 
| earnings. 

| Up till now, a substantial num- 
|ber of British films have played 


that has existed, in fact, for many 
years, “because Artisti Associati 
has been a member for years.” 
Ornstein also stated that during 
his three years in Italy he has 
never experienced the slightest de- 
lay in securing import or censor- 
ship permits. 


‘LACE’ LOOKS LIKELY 
FOR RUN IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 19. 
Aimee Stuart’s “Lace On Her 
Petticoat,” which opened at The 
Ambassador’s Thursday (14), was 
splendidly received and looks likely 





'to register a profitable run at this 
|smali house. Play, an unpretentious 


, MacReady 


sentimental Scottish comedy, stars 
Sophie Stewart, 

Youthful newcomers’ Eleanor 
and Perlita Neilson 
score as teenage friends parted 
through class distinction. 





Parnell Loses Contest 


|This sets up a Wages Board to fix German theatres but all the money | 


Salaries for employees and direc- 
jtive personnel. Technicians are 


has been blocked. The optimistic 


|view taken is that the first flow 


in Manly as anticipated. Now gives | €XPressly excluded, by virtue of an |0f coin may be followed by a big 


Metro four nabe houses plus seven 
in key cities, the biggest solely 
U. S. operated loop in Down Under 
territory. 

Understood that M-G will add. 
additional nabers in the Melbourne | 


izone to the circuit early next year. 


(agreement = signed last August, 
which met their demands in full. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 











increase early next year. 


For Quota Exemption 


London, Dec. 19. 
An application by Val Parnell 
for quota exemption for the Prince 
of Wales, where “Cinderella” open- 
ed last night (18), has been re- 
jected by the Films Council. . At 
the conclusion of the Disney pic- 


| ture’s run a British film will have 


The export group of the British to be screened to comply with 


| Film Producers Assn. 


has also |the 30% 


quota. It is believed 


worked out a formula with French |that “Tales of Hoffman” will be 
authorities for increasing the num- | booked. 


/ber of dubbing visas allocated to 
‘British pix. 


Earlier this year, this theatre 
was fined for a quota default, 
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MOST 
POPULAR 
GUY AROUND! 














He’s bringing Holiday Cheer 
to Happy Showmen 
everywhere, with:— 


FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE 
THE MUDLARK 
AMERICAN GUERILLA 


in the Philippines TECHNICOLOR 


ALL ABOUT EVE 

I'LL GET BY recuwicotor 
MISTER 880 

MY BLUE HEAVEN recunicotor 
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@ St. Martin’s Pisce, Trafelger Square 





Germany s 2 Most Powerful Political 
Parties Attack Allied Commission's — 
Plans to Decartelize UFA Combine 


By GEORGE F. GAAL + 


Bonn, Dec. 12. 

Representatives of western Ger- 
many’s two most powerful political 
parties, the Social Democrats 
(SPD) and the Christian Demo- 
crats ‘CDU), launched an all-out 
concentrated attack in the federal 
parliament last week against the 
Allied High Commission’s plans to 
decartelize the UFA combine, Nazi 
Germany's state-controlled motion 
picture monopoly. A government 
spokesman also told Parliament 
that the government’s views on the 
breakup plans are not very much 
different. 


The attack emerged during an 
assembly debate on the UFA liqui- 
dation, decreed as Allied High 
Commission Law No. 32 last sum- 
mer. It was launched by CDU- 
deputy Richard Muckermann, who 


introduced an interpolition on be- 
half of the CDU, SPD and the 
Rightist Free Democratic (FDP), 
German (DP) and Bavarian ‘BP) 
parties, attacking the Allies for 
auctioning nine grade B films, 
without German participation. It 
demanded a government statement 
on whether the Allies had taken 
position concerning Bonn’s coun- 
ter-law on the UFA liquidation as 
well whether action has been 
taken to hinder losses inflicted 
upon the Federal Republic by such 
auctions. He further termed the 
pix auction a “perfect flop” and 
said that only two were sold at the 
minimum bid of 5,000 marks 
($1.190), whereas the auction cost 


as 


50,000 marks ($11.900). 
Real Attack Starts 
The real attack started when 
Karl Brunner, an SPD deputy 
whose party program ealls for 
nationalization of the big indus- 


tries, attacked the Allied liquida- 
tion plan, which he said would not 
hinder’ industrial concentration. 
He said it would promote a “front 
system, not making it impossible 
that another UFA-type concern 
should emerge, this time not led 
by ‘Alfred) Hugenberg, but by 
(Erich) Pommer.” (‘Pommer, now 
an American citizen and former 
Military Government film officer, 
was frequently attacked for al- 
legedly trying to secure the UFA 
combine for U. S. interests, even 
though Law No. 32. provisions 
heavily restrict foreign buyings of 
auctioned UFA assets). 

Brunner further charged that 
UFA had already been smashed in 
1945 since 70° of its properties 
are in the Soviet Zone. He said 
the Allied plan is aimed at elimi- 
nating con, petition of German pic 
production and accused them of 
“flooding” the German market 
with foreign films. 

Dr. Rudolf Vogel, CDU deputy 
and chairman of the Parliament's 
committee for press, film and ra- 
dio, said “the problem has nothing 


to do with security. Toda, the 
question is wheiher — five years 
after the capiitulation—it is. still 


possible to squander German prop- 
erty without the participation of 
the Germens.” 


Vogel, an arch-enemy of any- 


thing that is foreign — primarily 
American — regarding films, fur- 
ther blasted the Allies and_= said 


“ithe Allied law about the UFA | 
decartelization is ‘an act of mis- 
trust.’” He said that despite the 
fect that there are giant theatre 
chains in both the U. S. and Fng- 
land, “this ‘law of atomization’ ex- 
pects the German government and , 
the Parliament to participate in a 
v-olation of the constitution by ex- 
clvding certain persons from the 
ritht to bid for auctioned UFA | 
property. The question is,” he 
added, “how ready the AHied High 
Commission is to come to an agree: | 
ment with the Germans about the | 
combine. It is intolerable that | 
property of the Federal Republic is | 
being squandcred.” 

The stormy Parliament session 
and the violent attacks on the 
liquidation plan came only a week | 
afier it was revealed that former 
top UFA executives are planning | 
to establish before the year’s end a. 
Similar combine in the state North 
Rhine-Westphalia, financed by the 
staie and prominent industry cir. 
cles. | 





‘Dancing Murder’ 
Berlin, Dec. 12. 
Soviet-licensed newspapers 
in Berlin made a big propa- 
ganda item out of last week’s 
performance by America’s Bal- 


let Theatre here of Agnes de 
Mille’s “Fall River Legend,” 
based on the famed axe-mur- | 
ders. Reds called it “dancing 
murder.” 

Ballat went over big here. 








Levendidl, feck a B.S, | 
Maps Special Campaign 
On Italo-Made ‘Medium’ 


Final editing and sound re- 
recording on the film version of 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s musical play, 
“The Medium,” will likely be com- 
pleted within three or four weeks, 
according to producer Walter Low- 
endahl, who recently returned from 
Italv, where the picture was made. 
With Menotti directing, the film 
was partly lensed in Rome’s Sca- 
lera studios and around the Italian 
capital. 

Lowendah! has not set a distribu- 
tion deal vet, preferring to wait 
until final prints are ready. How- 
ever, he indicated in N. Y. last 
week that the pic will very likely 
be sold on a special basis to arty 
houses somewhat similar to the 
sales procedure on “Red Shoes.” 
Its cast includes several members 
of the original Broadway produc- 
tion. 

While the budget for “The Me- 
dium” was only $140,000, Lowen- 
dahl feels that a better film could 
not have been achieved even with 
the expenditure of more coin. The 
Italian atmosphere, he said, blend- 
ed perfectly with the tone of the 
venture and the whole project was 
wrapped up in nine weeks. 

Production of the film ‘“*Medium,” 
incidentally, was financed by a lim- 
ited partnership. Under the setup 
the producer gets a 60° return 
while the backers reap 40°. 
Among the latter are Moss Hart, 
director George Sidney and legit 
producer Joseph Hyman. 


Austrian Pic for $163,000 
Washington, Dec. 19. 


It costs about $163,000 to pro- 
duce a full-length feature film in 
Austria today, according to official 
sources there. This is considered 
enough to turn out a deluxe produc- 
tion of 12,000 to 13,000 feet while 
a one-reel short ean be made for 
about $40,000. 

Production costs of a major fea- 
ture include 41°o for studio facili- 
ties and sets, 30° for salaries. 
10.7°° for outdoor scenes and 
6.6°° for raw stock and printing. 
Remaining 11.7% is for copyrights, 
scenarios, insurance and miscel- 
laneous expense. 














Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Dec, 19. 
“Accolade,” Aldwych (15). 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (28). 
“Blue For Boy,” His Majesty's +3) 
“Capt. Carvallo,” Garrick (19). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane ‘28). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (33) 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph’nix (10) 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude :25). | 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp. (63). | 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (30). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess ‘32). | 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart ‘12). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’m /41). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace ‘65). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss, Vic. Pal. ‘40) 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (1). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino ‘40). 
“Little Hut,” Lyrie (17). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (22). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’'teh’ll (14). 
“Return te Tyassi,”’ York's (3). 
“Ring Round Moen,” Gi'be (38). 
“Seagulis Sorrento,” Apollo (27). 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymark't ‘16) 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (7). 
“To Dorothy,” Savoy ‘4). 
“Top of Ladder,” St. Jas. (10). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion ‘8). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand +15). | 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (191). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Touch and Go,” Wales ‘29). 


| 


| talent. 
/prised Dolores Gray, 
Brothers, Vie Hyde and Bill John-| 


Hoyts’ $483,000 Profit 


Sydney, Dee, 12. 
Under Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts’ 


loop turned in a net profit of $483,- 


000 to June this year. Dividends 


of 312° were okayed for “A” 
stockholders and 3° for “B” 
stockholders. 


Net profit shows a decline of, 
about $6.000 from comparable pe- | 


riod ot last year. 


NATKE Jubilee 





Hears Rank Ask» 


More Govt. Help 


London, Dec. 19. 

The big brass of the British 
Cabinet, headed by Clement R. At- 
tlee, Prime Minister; Ernest Bevin, 
foreign secretary; and Hugh Gait- 
skell, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
joined with show biz toppers in 
celebrating the diamond jubilee 
of the National Assn. of Theatrical 
und Kine Employees here last Fri- 
day (15). 

Although it was the biggest ar- 
ray of political talent ever seen at 
a trade function, the occasion was 
not a political one. Of the 11 
speakers, only J. Arthur Rank 
made a blunt appeal for more 
financial aid from the treasury. 
Mainly the speeches were in rem- 
iniscent and nostalgic vein, recall- 


ing incidents in the 60 years of 
l-ATKE. 
The tenor of the speeches was 


sparked by Tom O'Brien, ML.P., 
the union’s general secretary, who 
in proposing the toast of the Prime 
\Miinister, explained how glad 
was that Attlee had no daughter 
who was aspiring to be 
singer. Attlee, in his response, 
avoided trade affairs, apart from a 
comment that he had never 
able to understand the complicated 
organization of the film industry. 

Richard F. Walsh, International 
Alliance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees prexy, who had travel- 
led 3,000 miles to participate 
the celebrations, welcomed the in- 
itiative of the Prime Minister on 
his recent Washington visit. 
hoped that the outcome would be 
a bond between the American and 
British people great as that 
which existed between his organi- 
zation and NATKE. He presented 
O'Brien with a gold life member- 
ship card of IATSE im accord with 
the decision of the Cleveland con- 
vention in 1948. 

The present critical state of Brit- 
ish production was underlined by 
Rank in supporting the toast of 
NATKE. As a result, the union 
was a long way from its goal of 
continuity of employment, and the 
situation would have been worse 
it the Government had not created 
the National Film Finane Corp. 


as 


The Treasury, as a sleeping partner | 
in the industry, collected $100,000,- | 


000 annually, but they could help 
by doubling the amount paid back 
to British producers from the Eady 
Fund from $4.000.000 to $8,000,000. 
That was a small sum to put things 
right, but is was no use telling the 
industry to put its house in order 
while it was being throttled. 

The 90-minute cabaret which fol- 
lowed included top Anglo-American 
The U. S. contingent com- 
Four Step 


son, with Bonar Colleano as emcee. | 


Nat 
show, 


Karson, 
delaved 


who produced 


his departure to 


N. Y. in order to lend his services. | 





BOT Questions Exhibs 


Again on Operations) ,,,"ov#"2, Bushes 


London, Dec. 12. 
A new exhibitor quiz is being 
conducted by the Board of Trade, 
the third in a series designed to 


' provide official statistics to the in- 


dustry. It will cover the Oct. 1- 
Nov. 30 period. 

The probe will be more extensive 
than previous ones. Apart from set 


,questions about details of admis- 


sions, grosses, tax payments, film 
hire and employment, it will seek 
detailed info on the number of 
times the first feature film was 
shown in each theatre of the coun- 
try in the weel. starting Dec. 3. 
Also the number of hours each 
theatre was open to the public. 

In addition, the BOT will ask 


he | 


a great. 


in | 


He | 


the | 


| 
| 


| 


Goldwyn-Skouras 


Continued from page 3 








‘tion hearing was adjourned to Jan. 
' 4, to be resumed here. 
| Questioning of John Bertero, 





|!in consent decrees, but have not 





FWC exec, and attorney, covered | 
-a three-day period, during which | 


time the FWC_ executive 
'more than 100 theatre properties, 
| during which Alioto endeavored to 
establish that the interests of 
| Charles P. Skouras are interwoven 
| with all phases of the film  busi- 
This Bertero vigorously de- 
At one tense point in the 


| ness. 
nied. 


attorney, Arthur B. Dunne, re- 
fused to answer a question regard- 
ing possible Skouras interest in a 
candy and confectionery supply 
house selling to the circuit. Later 
the objection was withdrawn and 
Bertero answered negatively. 
Bertero was also closely ques- 
tioned by Alioto as to whether 
there had ever been any arrange- 


ment to split product in the ac- 
quiring of theatres by FWC. This 


Bertero denied, stating unequivo- 
cally that there were no such ar- 
rangements, 

Following Bertero’s questioning, 
Goldwyn counsel examined chief 
film buyer Ed Zabel, concentrating 
on film buying practices of FWC. 
, Deposition hearings of Bertero and 
Zabel were postponed until Jan. 
30. when they will be resumed in 
, Los Angeles. 

A full array of high-powered 
legal counsel was on hand for the 
Skouras - Bertero - Zabel question 
marathon. 
Samuel Goldwyn; Fred 
20th - Fox; Arthur’ B. 
FWC-Skouras, 20th-Fox and 


Pride, 


'up 


They included Alioto, | 


Dunne, | 
Na- | 


tional Theatres: Charles Carr and | 


Theodore Roche, Naify 
and Ed Keil, Skouras and FWC. 

James A. Mulvey, Goldwyn 
prexy, sat through the hearings as 
an observer. He returned to N. Y.., 
but will be back for the Jan. 30 
hearing. 


Hughes’ Stock 


1 Continued from page 3 


been | 

















pointed agent to handle transfer 
of the present combined picture- 


interests, | 


was | 
grilled on the business routine of | 


imposed any such restriction on 
Hughes. While the stock is in the 
hands of trustee, Hughes will have 
no control over it but will profit 
from any dividends it earns. 
Dietrich and Slack both insisted 
prior to returning to the Coast 
from New York Saturday (16) that 
the Brandt deal fell through be- 
cause Hughes had “never received 
an acceptable offer from him.” It 
is understood that Brandt had 
$1,000,000 in cash available against 
the $6,500,000 that would be re- 


\quired for purchase at $7 per share, 
| He wanted to pay the rest over a 


querying Bertero, on advice of his, 


two-year period. Hughes is under- 
stood to have wanted a greater 
amount in cash. 

B.o. decline in the past eight 
weeks or so reportedly dampened 
Brandt’s enthusiasm for the deal, 
It is understood he refused to make 
compromises in the negotiations 
with Dietrich last week that he had 


considered earlier. 








Theatre TV 


Continued from page 3 = 











from the video network pool. Same 
print was transported immediately 
to the Brooklyn house, where it 
was thrown on the screen within 
45 minutes after it had wound at 
the Broadway theatre. 

Pub relations aspect was pointed 
by theatre TV consultant 
Nathan L. Halpern, who declared 
that interest of theatre customers 
in the large-screen transmission 
“demonstrates very clearly that 
theatre TV has a vital role to play 
in informing the public in the na- 
tional mobilization effort.” One 
exhibitor reported having received 
a number of telephone calls from 
patrons early Friday evening, in- 
quiring whether the speech would 


_be carried. They intimated that if 


it was not, they would remain at 
home near their radio or TV re- 
ceivers. That indicates also, ace 
cording to Halpern, that the pube 
lic is gradually being educated to 
what theatre TV is. 

Most of the exhibs declared they 
could not evaluate the b.o. value 
of the event, but unanimously 
termed it a “plus.” One manager 


‘of a downtown New York theatre, 


however, declared specifically that 


| carrying the speech added at least 


theatre shares into separate shares | 


of the two companies. Stockhoid- 
ers will be instructed to fill out a 
transmittal form, enclose their 
present stock certificate and send 


Issuance of the new certiftcates 
—one in each of the new com- 
panies for each one of the old 
shares—will start by about Jan. 3. 
All holders who mail or present 
their certificates at the bank will 


it to the bank by registered mail. | 


! 


have their new stock within little | 


/more than a week of the divorce- 
ment date. 

Hughes is required to turn over 
his new theatre shares to a court- 
appointed trustee within 10 days 
‘after receiving them. Thus control 
should be in the hands of the trus- 
tee by about Jan. 15. 

Hughes holds 928,000 shares of 
stock, and the Wall street group 
'which has formed an_ alliance, 
claims to represent more than that 
number. Possibility continues to 


he gives other stockholders. 
| The nine months of effort by 
'Sam Dembow, Jr., to bring Brandt 
and Hughes together on a deal by 
which Brandt’s Trans-Lux Carp. 
acquire Hughes’ theatre 
stock came to an official demise 
last Friday (15). After a last-minute 
effort to come to terms, Brandt and 
; Noah Dietrich, Hughes’ principal 
' lieutenant, who was in New York, 
issued the following statement: 
and Harry 
announced jointly today 
| that they are unable to agree upon 
terms and have terminated nego- 
_tiations for the purchase of Hughes’ 
| RKO Theatres stock by Brandt and 
| Trans-Lux.” 
| Dembow was understood ‘this 
week to be moving in other direc- 
| tions in a last-gasp effort to locate 
| another buyer, but it appeared a 
| near-impossible effort. As far as is 
| known, there are no other potential 
buyers for the shares, everyone 
| now waiting to sec what the trustee 
_ does. 
| Important question was whether 
the court would permit the trustee 
| to operate for an indefinite length 
| of time or would force sale of the 
' theatre shares. Tom Slack. Hughes’ 


i would 


, exhibs to reveal the amount paid attorney, pointed out to Variery 
,m Salaries to their staffs during last week that in other cases the 
ithe period. 


‘courts have stipulated time limits 





$350 to his boxoffice for the night. 
Reception quality was uniformly 
good, with one exhib claiming it 
equalled his regular 35m film qual- 
ity. This was attributed to the 
fact that the President spoke from 
a studio, where the lighting could 
be controlled. : 

Event was carried by the two 
Par houses; the Fabian Fox, Brook- 
lyn, and Palace, Albany; the Cen- 
tury Marine, Brocklyn, and Queens, 
Long Island; the RKO Fordham, 
Bronx; the Detroit, in that city, 
and the Tivoli, Chicago. 


M-G Exec Meet 


— Continued from page 3 


be consulted by phone. Then 
Schary and Schenck will go to Flor- 
ida next week to continue the con- 
fabbing with Rodgers. 

Reason for exhibs’ demand for 




















exist, therefore, that a proxy fight | ore product is the dip in the na- 
may develop. next year, although | tional boxoffice suffered during the 
it pretty much hinges on Hughes’ last few months. With business off, 
management policies and the voice | Pictures are totaling less playing 


| time, and as a result more features 


| are needed to fill the void. 


| 
| 


lf M-G 
decides to boost its total, the com- 
pany will produce all of them at its 
home studio. Metro no longer has 


'any distrib deals with indie pro- 
| ducers. 


| his chief assistant. 


Schary is being accompanied to 
N. Y. and Florida by his wife and 
children, along with Walter Reilly, 
Goetz, after 


| sitting in on the N. Y. talks to dis- 
cuss the situation at Metro’s British 
| studios, will head for the Coast for 
'huddles with studio toppers and 


visit his son, Hayes, a producer at 
M-G. He'll also talk with producer 


| Richard Thorpe on the projected 
| filmization of Sir Walter Scott’s 
| “Ivanhoe,” which is slated to roll 





in England early next spring. 


Paris’ Pre-Xmas Slump 


Paris, Dec. 19. 
Parisian showbiz is in a terrific 
pre-holiday slump. No improve- 
ment is anticipated for Christmas, 





as reservations are meagre for both 


niteries and theatres. Money is 


| particularly scarce this year, and 


| 


many that generally hit cafes now 

seem to prefer outings. 
International situation has many 

worried. Money has tightened up 


} because of curtailed bank credits. 
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"The Magnificent Yankee” is now 
playing at the 4-Star Theatre in 
Los Angeles and will follow M-G-M’s 
“Kim” at Radio City Music Hall. 














A SINCERE INVITATION 


On January 2nd, M-G-M will proudly Trade Show the 
most highly praised picture of the New Year “THE 
MAGNIFICENT YANKEE.” We urge your attendance. 


Following is only part of the chorus of praise that srows day by day: 


“Best drama of the month. A rare and satisfying treat.” —Louella Parsons, Cosmopolitan 
“Louis Calhern’s performance ranks among the screen’s greatest.”—Hedda Hopper, 
Nationally Syndicated Columnist + “‘The-Magnificent Yankee’ is just that— magnificent.” 
—Sheilah Graham, Nationally Syndicated Columnist * “Louis Calhern repeats his fine 
stage performance.”— Good Housekeeping * Winner of Parents’ Magazine Medal. 
“More than satisfying.”"—Modern Screen *“Everyone’s magnificent in ‘The Magnificent 
Yankee’.”"—Erskine Johnson, Nationally Syndicated Columnist "A picture of distinction, 
dignity and good taste."—Motion Picture * “Louis Calhern leading Academy Award 
contender.”—Louis Sobol, Nationally Syndicated Columnist. 


And unanimous trade paper acclaim is climaxed by this editorial observation by Red Kann 
in M.P. Daily: “Magnificent is the word for it. A film of genuine delights and of vast 
credit to the industry. It deserves an honorable reception and a prosperous career. It 
can have both in appreciative and diligent hands.” 


M.G-M presents "THE MAGNIFICENT YANKEE" starring Louis Calhern * Ann Harding * Written by Emmet Lavery 
Based on his play produced by Arthur Hopkins * Directed by JOHN STURGES * Produced by ARMAND DEUTSCH 


* 


M-G-M TRADE SHOWS “THE MAGNIFICENT YANKEE,” JANUARY 2nd 
































ALBANY 20th-Fox Screen Room 1052 Broadway 1/2 2 P.M. || MILWAUKEE Warner Screen Room 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. | 1/2 1:30P.M. 
ATLANTA 20th-Fox Screen Room 197 Walton St., N.W. | 1/2 2 P.M. || MINNEAPOLIS 20th-Fox Screen Room 1015 Currie Avenue 1/2 2 P.M. 
OSTON PREVIOUSLY TRADE SHOWN NEW HAVEN PREVIOUSLY TRADE SHOWN 
UFF. 20th-Fox Screen Room 290 Franklin Street 1/2 2 P.M. || NEW ORLEANS 20th-Fox Screen Room 200 S. Liberty St. 1/2 1:30P.M. 
HARCOTTE 20th-Fox Screen Room 308 S. Church Street 1/2 1:30 P.M. |] wewyorRK -W.J. | M-G-M Screen Room 630 Ninth Avenue 1/2 2:30P.M, 
HICAGO H. C. Igel’s Screen Room | 1301 S. Wabash Ave. 1/2 1:30 P.M. |] oxtanomacity | 20th-Fox Screen Room 10 North Lee Street 1/2 1P.M. 
CINCINNATI RKO Palace Bidg. Sc. Rm. | 16 East Sixth Street 1/2 8 P.M. || omaHa 20th-Fox Screen Room 1502 Davenport St. 1/2 1P.M, 
ALLA seth- Fon Soreon Room =| SF18 Layne ive. 1/2 og BM: || PHILADELPHIA. «=| M-G-M Screen Room 1233 Summer Street | 1/2 11 A.M., 
DALLAS 20th-Fox Screen Room 1803 Wood Street 1/2 2:30 P.M. .-0.m 8 a 1623 Bivd. of Allies 1/2 2PM. 
DES MOINES Doth coy wy - — 2300 A nt dp tert 1) : ona PORTLAND B F Shearer Goreon Rm. | 1947 N. W. Kearney St. | 1/2 2 P.M.) 
-Fox Screen Room ig ree -M. ore . tive Streak 1/2 1PM. 
OETROIT ’ . . Avenue 1/2 1:30 P.M. || ST. LOUIS S’Renco Art Theatre 3143 Olive Stree . 
INDIANAPOLIS tania la, 338 No illinois St. i) 10 A.M. |) SALTLAKECITY | 20th-Fox Screen Room 216 E. First St., So. 1/2 a OM 
KANSAS CITY 20th-Fox Screen Room 1720 Wyandotte St. 1/2 1:30 P.M. || SAN FRANCISCO | 20th-Fox Screen Room 245 Hyde Street 1/2 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES United Artists’ Screen Rm.| 1851 S. Westmoreland | 1/2 2 P.M. || SEATTLE Jewel Box Preview Thea. 2318 Second Ave. 1/2 1P.M. 
MEMPHIS 20th-Fox Screen Room 151 Vance Avenue 1/2 2 P.M. || WASHINGTON RKO Screen Room 932 N. Jersey Ave.,N.W.| 1/2 2 P.M. 
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Stage te Tuesonm 


ber of other tangents that only 
complicate the basic idea and make 
little sense. Juves will like the) 
general horseplay and action, but 
adults will wish for a little more 
common sense in the development. 
Figuring in the skullduggery as 
principal heavy is Roy Roberts, 
who disguises his money-grabbing 
nzims under the cloak of southern 
sympathizer. It’s a moot question 
just how much coin could be real- 
ized by stealing a stage In Ari- 
zona and then freighting it via 
wagon train to Georgia for sale. 
Ralph Murphy’s direction cli- 
maxes the action with a roaring 
wagon chase that finals with Cam- 
eron. doing in Roberts and his 
henchmen and saving Morris for 
Miss Buckley. Cameron winds up 


with Sally Eilers, saloon-keeper 
and wife of Roberts. Performances 
live up to the requirements of 
both the outdoor scene and the 


script by Bob Williams, Frank Burt 


and Robert Libott 
Western setting supplied by the 
production supervision of Harry 
Joe Brown is good, particularly 
the rugged landscapes beautifully 
cisplayed by Charles Lawton Jr.'s 
color cameras. Editing is tight. 
Brog. 
Wavs of Love 
(FRENCH AND ITALIAN) 
Joseph Burstyn release of three stories 
compiled into a feature-length film. Con 
sists of ‘‘A Day in the Country,” directed 
by Jean Renoir, based on story, ““Une 
Partie de Campagne” by Guy de Maupas- 
Si French “Jofroi.”’ directed by Mar- 
cel Pagnol. based on story, ‘“Jofroi de la 
Maussan” b Jean Giono (French), and 


rhe Miracle.” directed by Roberto Ros 


lini. script by Rossellini and Tullio Pi- 


si 

nelli. based on original story by Federico 
Fellini Italian). At the Paris theatre, 
N. Y.. Dec. 12, °SO Running time, 119 
MINS. 

A Day in the Country 
Henriette on Sylvia Bataille 
M. Dowfour ..cresecs Gabriel 
Mme. Dufour.......¢-. Jeanne Marken 
Henry . Georges St. Saens 
AMANO 22. cccecedececs Bordan 


Jacques Borel 


Rudolph 
Gabrielle Fontane 


Grandmother 


Innkeeper Jean Renoir 
The Waitress Marguerite Renoir 
Jofroi 
SOOT § 6icd sitar ‘ Vincent Scotto 
Barbe cet Annie Toinon 
The Priest ...sicsecseese Tyrand 
DOMME cs. nisewaaade Henri Poupon 
The Teacher........ ; A. Robert 
Antonin . Charles Blavette 
Marie Odette Roger 

The Miracle : 
Nanni Anna Magnani 


The Stranger Federico Fellini 





(In French and Italian; 
English Titles) 

American distrib Joseph Burstyn 
has taken off his shelf three short 
film stories acquired in Europe | 
over a period of years and cleverly 
welded them into a feature-length | 
picture. Two are French and one 
Italian, the latter with the helpful | 
marquee names of Roberto Rossel- | 
lini as director and Anna Magnani | 
as star. The resultant package is 
a first-rate draw for the art houses. 

Obviously inspired by the Brit- 
ish-made “Quartet” and “Trio,” 
Burstyn has used a common char- 
acteristic he has discerned in all} 
three of the items: Love. He spaces | 
the trio of sequences by picturing | 
a dictionary, focussing each time, 
on a different definition of the 
word “love.” The device is not only 
a shrewd one artistically, but gives 
meaning to a title that has solid 
marquee value. 

First of the yarns, running 37 
minutes, is “A Day in the Coun- | 
try,” directed by Jean Renoir and) 
based on the story, “Une Partie de | 
Campagne” by Guy de Maupassant. 
Second, running 40 minutes, is 
*“Jofroi,’ directed by Marcel Pa- 
gnol and based on a story by Jean 
Giono. They are both in French. 
The third, in Italian, running 41 
minutes, is “The Miracle,” the Ros- 








sellini-Magnani item, which has a 
script by Rossellini and Tullio 
Pinelli based on an original by 


Federico Fellini. 

The two Gallic sequences, partic- 
ularly “Jofroi,”’ are charming and 
witty. The Rossellini-Magnani con- 
tribution is stunning in its stark- 
ness and overwhelming in_ its 
power. It is a tour-de-force for 
both director and star. But the 
story is questionable in taste and 
there will undoubtedly be heated 


difference of opinion as to whether , 


Miss Magnani’s_ performance is 
high artistry or, despite her under- 


playing, exhibitionistie posturing. | 
Obviously a how-dramatic-can-! man, on the Coast for a week pre- | 


you-get effort 
director 
star to the brink of screen inten- 
Sily. 
peasant, a religious fanatic, who 


by Rossellini, the 


takes a bearded stranger for St. | 


Joseph and, in the belief that she 
has been divinely chosen for this 


miracle, gives herself to him. | 
Ridiculed in her pregnancy by | enroute back to Hollywood 


Continued from page 6 


succeeds in steering his} 


She is pictured as an idiot | 








, them, she crawls off to a cave un- 


til time to have her baby. It is 


born to her as she cries out alone 
in the vault of an empty church. 

Played with passion, boldness 
and great style, the story gives rise 
to the question of taste in whether 
the religious fanaticism of ,~n ob- 
viously simple woman and her re- 
sultant invitation to seduction by 
a “saint” is fit subject matter. 
Much of whether or not it ridicules 
faith and religious fervor lies in 
the eye of the beholder. In any 
case, it has the faculty of making 
the viewer mighty uncomfortable. 

At the opposite end of the emo- 
tional line. Marcel Pagnol has gone 
delightfully back to the style of 
such items his “The Baker's 
Wife” in “Jofroi.” It’s the tale of 
an ancient rustic who sells his 
orchard. Although the trees which 
he planted himself many years be- 
fore are no longer producing, his 
love of them is so abiding that he 
threatens to kill the new owner 
when he finds him about to pull 
them down. 

The town priest and_ school- 
teacher argue with him that he 
has sold the orchard and so has no 
more about it. But he obsti- 
nately refuses to see the point. 
Compromise is made that the new 
owner won't tear away the trees 
until the old man dies. Where- 
upon, to put his death on the new 
owner’s conscience, he ludicrously 
purports to try some 30 ways of 
committing suicide. With the whole 
town by this time beginning to 
look upon the innocent owner as a 
murderer, the strain is so great 
the latter is driven to his bed, only 
to quickly revive at the word that 


as 


Say 


the old man has finally died a na- | 


tural death. 
Vincent Scotto plays the old man 


with rare poignancy and power, 
giving the vignette both comedy 


and pathos. Henri Poupon is the 
bewildered buyer. Pagnol has 


brought them together in a great 
piece of film imagery. 

The initial sequence, which Re- 
noir has pleasingly backgrounded 
against the countryside so often 
painted by his father, is another 
pleasant bucolic bit. It is a com- 
bination of comedy and slight love 
story. A pre-World War I Paris 
family borrows the milkman’'s 
horse and wagon to spend a Sun- 
day in the country. A couple of 


| flirtatious fellows, one of them a 


ludicrously funny caricature of the 
type, go on the make for mother 
and daughter after getting rid of 
the latter’s menfolk. The gal and 
one of the gents, overcome by the 
rapture of woods, succumb to what 
comes naturally. The day over, 


| they separate, never to see each 
other until a de Maupassant: twist | 


at the finale. 
Sylvia Bataille is the attractive 


girl, Jeanne Marken her comedy- | 


relief mother, George St. Saen the 
romantic fellow and_ Bordan 
his over-anxious playmate. They’re 
all effective and attractive in the 
atmosphere provided by Renoir. 
Herb. 














Lichtman Blasts | 


——eeee Continueé from page 3 aaa 


' still here, with most exhibs waiting 
|until after the first of the year for 


signs that business might snap 
back. At this time, theatre op- 
erators are merely scraping by un- 
til Xmas. 

On hand for the banquet were 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel] 
of National Allied; Trueman T. 
Rembusch, Allied prexy; Abe Mon- 
tague, veepee and general sales 
manager of Columba; A. W. 
Schwalberg, Paramount distrib 
chief; George F. Dembow, veepee, 
National Screen Service; Charles 


| F. Feldman, general sales manager, 


Universal; Arthur L. Mayer, exec 
veepee of Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations; David Lipton, 
Universal veepee; Sam Shain, 20th- 
Fox exhibition director; H. M. 
Richey, Metro exhibition head; and 


film players William Lundigan, 
Vera-Ellen, and Rex Allen. 


Lichtman’s Shuttle 
Twentieth-Fox veepee Al Licht- 


viously for huddles with production 
veepee Darryl F. Zanuck, returned 
to his home-office desk Wednesday 


(13) to confab with prez Spyros P. | 


Skouras, then went back to the 
Coast again over the weekend to 
resume talks with Zanuck. 
Lichtman stopped off at Chicago 
to 


Balto Goes to Dualers 


| But NSH; ‘Voice’ $5,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 19. 


This town which has withstood | 


double features through the years 
is turning to dualers or reissues 
to meet the current pre-holiday 
slump but not getting far with 
the effort, New entry of ‘Mystery 
Submarine,” completing a week at 
Keith’s today; is slim. But it is 
about the same at all houses. 
“Platinum Blonde” and “Gilda” is 
rated fairish for pair of oldies at 
the Hipp where helped by vaude. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 


70)—“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) 
and “Day at Races” (M-G) (re- 
issues). Mild $5,500. Last week, 
“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G), 
$6,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-80) — “Platinum Blonde” (Col) 
and “Gilda” (Col) (reissues) plus 


Fairish $9,500. Last week, 
“County Fair’ (Mono) plus hill- 
billy Roundup Jamboree onstage, 
$12,900. 


vaude. 


Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.460; 20- | 


70)—“If This Be Love’ (UA). 
Opening today (Tues.) after week 


of ‘Mystery Submarine” (U) did 
slim $5,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“All About Eve” (20th) (5th wk). 
Winding up solid run with okay 
$5.500 after steady preceding 
$5,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“San. Quentin” (WB) (reissue). 
Mild $6,000. Last week, “High- 
way 301” (WB), $9,900. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—‘‘Next Voice’ (M-G). Unevent- 
ful $5,000. Last week, “Joan of 
Are’ (RKO), back at pop prices, 


oke $6,900. 


GRANVILLE SUCCEEDS 
HENRY IN ENGLAND 


Douglas J. Granville, with Uni- 
versal in England for the past two 
years, has been named to succeed 
Ben Henry as the firm’s homeoffice 





representative in the United King- | 
was | 
made by global sales chief Alfred | 


dom and Eire. Appointment 
E. Daff. 
Granville started in the film 
business at Metro’s London office 
in 1928. Before switching: to U he 
held various posts with both M-G 


and Warner Bros. throughout the 
world. Henry is to bow out on 
Jan. 1, when Granville will take 
over. Post is that of coordinator 
of U activities with General Film 
Distributors, through which U 
‘product is released in Great 


Britain. 


Lopert’s 1006 Suit On 





‘Shoe Shine’ Settled 


A $100,000 damage suit which 
| Lopert Films filed in N. Y. Federal 
court against Pathe Industries, Inc. 
(Eagle Lion Classics) last February 
‘has been settled and discontinued. 
Action charged that the defendant 
failed to devote its best efforts to 
exploiting and selling the Italian- 
made “Shoe Shine” in certain 
South and Central American ter- 
ritories. 

Lopert, is was learned, vojun- 
tarily dropped the suit after Pathe 
bought out the producer's share to 
“Shoe Shine” for a “cash figure.” 
Under terms of 


territories will now go to Pathe. 
Latter originally inked a distribu- 
tion contract with Lopert in 1947 
to handle the picture in various 
| Latin areas, 














| Arbitration Panels 


Continued from page 5 








Bridgeport-Stratford border in Con- 
necticut. House wanted to play on 
a single-pic policy but could get 
only a 30-day availability. Dual 
feature houses in the general area 
had the same 30-day clearance after 
Bridgeport first-run and, conse- 
quently, the Hyway also had to of- 
fer the duals in order to compete. 
Stratford theatre operates with 
single features on a 14-day avail- 
\ability. Hyway house outgrosses 
,all other subsequent-run theatres, 
‘including the Stratford, it was es- 
tablished. 

Emanuel settled the issue by 
moving the Hyway up to 14 days 
after Bridgeport first-run on condi- 
,tion that the theatre play only 
single features. The clearance goes 
up to 21 days when double features 
are offered. 

In a third case, which was heard 
by an American Arbitration Assn. 
panel,” the Forum theatre, Metu- 


the cruelly ignorant folk of the | guest-speak at the Illinois Allied chen, N. J.. was denied new clear- 


bleak Italian town and cast out by 


dinner Friday night (15). 


/ance benefits, 


the settlement, | 
100° of receipts in the disputed | 


} 
—cseee 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 11) 
|'74)—"Next Voice” (M-G) (2d wk), 
‘and “Give Out Sisters” (Indie). 
‘Poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Next 
| Voice” (M-G), fair $6,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
| —‘*Admiral Was Lady” (UA). Thin 
' $8,000. Last week, “Milkman” 
| (U), $10,000. 


Picture Grosses 





‘Cincy Coasts Awaiting 
Xmas; ‘Midnight’ Light 
$7,000; ‘Eve’ Hot 86, 2d 


Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 





Major houses are marking time 
through final stage of pre-Yule 
quiet. “All About Eve” has Capi- 


| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) —/tol topping town for second week 


|“Harriet Craig” (Col) and “Call of | in row. ' 
(Mono), day-date with | York” at Albee is light while “Be- 


| Klondike” 


“Killer That Stalked New 


| Esquire. Drab $10,000. Last week, | tween Midnight and Dawn” at Pal- 


\“Glass Menagerie” (WB) and “Fa- | ace shapes fairish. 


“Mystery Sub- 


ther’s Wild Game” #Mono), $11,000. | marine” looms passable at Keith’s, 


(Fox) (742; 35-74 
Craig” (Col) and 
of the Klondike” (Mono), 
Denver. Poor $1,500. 
“Glass Menagerie” (WB) and “Fa- 
ther’s Wild Game” (Mono), 
$2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Underworld Story” (UA) 
“Gunfire” (Lip). Sad $9,000. Last 
week, “Joan of Arc” (RKO) and 
“Rio Grande Patrol’ (RKO), 
$8,500. 
Paramount 
“Breaking 
“Sensations” 


Esquire 
{ “Harriet 


(2,200; 35-74) 
(WB) and 
(Indie). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Fuller Brush Girl” 
‘Col) and “Prisoners Petticoats” 
(Rep), fine $9,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74) — 
“High Lonesome” (ELC) and 
“Torch” (ELC), also Aladdin, 
Webber. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and ‘Jungle 
| Stampede” (Rep), big $5,000. 


(Fox) 
Point” 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“High Lonesome” (ELC) and 
“Torch” (ELC), also Aladdin, 
Tabor. Nice $3,000. Last week, 


“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Jungle 
Stampede” (Rep), $3,500. 





‘Lonesome’-Vaude Mild 


$4,500 in Slow Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 19. 

Citv is dragging bottom with few 
exceptions this week. Surplus of 
holdovers also is no help, Excep- 
tion to general downbeat is ‘“Solo- 
mon’s Mines,” still sock in fourth 
week at Music Hall. *Break- 
through” at Orpheum also is okay 
in second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—“West Point Story” (WB) (4th 
wk). Slow $2,500. Last week, 
$3.400. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,- 
349; 65-90)—‘‘Let’s Dance” (Par) 
and “The Torch” (EL) (3d_ wk). 
Okay $5,000 in 6 days. Last week, 
swell $7,000. 


—‘‘2 Weeks with Love” (M-G) 
and “Dial 1119” (M-G) (3d _ wk). 
Down to $4,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, $7,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 
90)\—“‘Good Time Girl’ (M-G). Big 
$5,000. Last week, ‘‘Edge of Doom” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $2,600 in 6 days. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
/90) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 
|(M-G) and “Happy Years” (M-G) 





|(4th wk). Still sock at $11,000. 
| Last week, $14,300. . 
| Orpheum ‘Hamrick) (2.600; 65- 


90)—“Breakthrough” (WB) (2d wk). 
Okay $7.500 in 9 days after dandy 
$11.700 last week. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 50-84) 
—“‘High Lonesome” ‘EL) (2d run) 
and vaude. Fair $4,500. Last week, 
, “Right Cross’ (M-G) ‘(2d run) plus 
vaude, $4,900. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
65-90) —“‘Hell Town” (Indie) 
'“Buffalo Stampede” (Indie). 
$8.000. 
(RKO), $7,700. 


N.Y. Judge Confirms 
Stockholder Win Vs. Rep 


| N. Y. Federal Judge Samuel 
Kaufman on Monday (18) con- 
firmed a report of Special Master 
Edward Dimock recommending 
settlement of a minority 
holder suit against Republie Pic- 
tures, prexy Herbert J. Yates and 
Onsrud, Inc., for $79,365. Two- 
year-old action brought by Simon 
Levin charged that Rep stock 
deals which Yates allegedly made 
through his Onsrud Corp. violated 
a provision of the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission Act. 


and 
Oke 





“Call 


fair | 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) ' 


— | 


| 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 39-75)—~ 


also’| “Killer Stalked N. Y.” (Col). Light 
Last week, | $7,000. 


Last week, “State Secret” 
(Col), $8,000. 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39- 
| 75)—‘All About Eve” (20th) (2d 
|wk). Retaining town lead with 


‘and | 


swell $8,000 after good $10,000 un- 
veiling. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 39-75)— 
i“Crockett, Indian Scout” ‘U) and 
“Gun Crazy” (UA). All right $6,- 


(850; 65- | 


_85)—"Gilda”’ 


(3.039: | 


Last week, .““Walk Softly” | 


stock- | 


| 


Court awarded Levin $17,000 at- | 
torney fees and granted Dimock'! 


$3,000 for services rendered plus 
expenses, but cut a $4,000 request 
for accounting fees to $2,000. Pro- 


000. Last week, “King Solomon’s 
Mines” (M-G) (4th wk), okay $4,500, 
Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542: 39- 
75)—‘Mystery Submarine” (U). Fa- 
vorable $5,000. Last week, “Un- 
dercover Girl” (U), $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75)— 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). Fair- 
ish $7,000. Last week, ‘Harriet 
Craig” (Col), $6,500. 


‘Milkman’ Big $9,000 In 
Port.; ‘Fuller’ Lean 106 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 19. 
the last three weeks, 





For 


first-runs. But this week doesn’t 
look so good with product not 
strong either. “King Solomon's 
Mines” is still doing great in 
fourth United Artists week. “The 
Milkman” at Broadway likely will 
shape up best. “Gilda” and ‘‘Plat- 
inum Blonde” at Orpheum and 
Oriental are fairly nice for reis- 
sues. 


, 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) 
—“The Milkman” (U) and “Trail 
Robin Hood” (Rep). Solid $9,000. 
Last week, “Saddle Tramp” ‘(U) 
and “Shakedown” (U), $11,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“West Point Story” (WB) and “Hot 
Rod” (Mono) (m.o.). Fine $5,500. 
Last week, “Let’s Dance” (Par) 
and “Blues Busters” (Mono) (m.o.), 
$4,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2.000: 50- 
85)—"‘Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues), day-date 
with Orpheum. Good $4,500. Last 
week, “West Point Story” (WB) and 
“Hot Rod” (Mono), $6,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750: 50- 

(Col) and “Platinum 
(Col) treissues), also Ori- 
ental. Nice $7,500. Last week, 
“West Point Story” (WB) and 
“Hot Rod” (Mono), big $10,000. 
_ Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
90-85)—"Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) 
and “Texan Meets Jane” (Col), 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Hell 
Town” (Indie) and “Buffalo Stam- 
pede” (Indie) (reissues), $8,500. 

_United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
85) — “King Solomon's Mines” 
(M-G) ‘4th wk). Big $9,500. Last 
week, $11,000. 


SCTOA FINDS TELE 
NO LASTING HABIT 


Hollywood, Dee. 19. 

Owners of television sets gener- 
ally return to the film houses after 
18 months of home entertainment, 
That is the report of the Southern 
California Theatre Owners Assn. 
after a third poll of 200 families, 
originally questioned in 1948. 

Survey showed that TV owners 
are more discriminating about 
their film fare than non-owners. 
When they do return to the film 
theatres they show a tendency to 
patronize first-run pictures and 
pass up the neighborhood houses. 


Blonde” 








Reelect Maury Miller 
Maury Miller, Passaic, N. J., the- 
atre operator, has been reelected 
president of the N. J. Chapter of 
Theatre Owners of America. Others 


ceeds of the settlement will go to,|mamed were Harold Eskin, vice- 


the Republic treasury. 


Yates, who | president; Harold Blumenthal, sec- 
assertedly netted profits of around Tetary; 


Adam Adams, treasurer, 


, $200,000 by his stock transactions, | and Walter Reade, Jr., unit’s rep- 
first offered to settle for $63,000. resentative on the national TOA 
Confirmation of the adjustment board. 


| came after a Dec. 4 hearing at 


which no stockholders objected. 


s. s 


| 


Group held its election meeting 


jat the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


| biz ¢ 
has been holding up well in all 


peer 


en 
see 























39- 
(2d 
ith 
un- 


— 
and 
$6,- 
n’s 
00, 

39- 
Fa- 
Un- 


))— 
alre 


riet 


1-85) 
Trail 
000. 
(U) 
). 
35 ae 
“Hot 
500. 
Par) 
n.O.), 


- 50- 
num 
-date 

Last 
) and 


; 50- 
inum 
Ori- 
veek, 
and 


+400; 
(Col) 
Col). 
‘Hell 
stame- 
0. 
); 50- 
ines” 
Last 


19 
eneres 
after 
ment, 
thern 
Assn. 
ilies, 
3. 
wners 
about 
vners. 
» film 
cy to 
and 
ouses. 


ler 
., the- 
lected 
ter of 
thers 
vice- 
1, sece 
SUIT, 
s rep- 
TOA 


eeting 


oe 

















Wednesday, December 20, 


1950 


VARIETY 


. e 


PICTURES 19 





Govt. Eyes Freeze, 
Balking Guild Wage 


Increases in Films 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


Plans for cost-of-living increases , 


and pension programs are being 
mapped by Hollywood Guilds. 
Unions are apparently stymied by 
Government's decision to seek 
wage controls, 

Union leaders frankly admit cur- 


rent negotiations and plans are | 
jeopardized by intention to freeze 


salaries. Most important group to 
be involved in any Federal freeze 
would be AFL film council, com- 
prising more -than 20,000 studio 
workers in affiliated unions. Pro- 
ducers recently nixed a proposal 
for discussion of cost-of-living in- 
crease and were served last week 
with demand that negotiations be 


started for pension plan and group | 


insurance. 
Increase in minimum wage scale 
is one of three major demands of 


the Screen Writers Guild. Govern- | 


ment action might wash this out 
but Guilds’ other points, particu- 
larly “separation of right,” issue, 
would still be pertinent points in 
controversy. 

Although not yet disclosed, it’s 
expected that Screen Actors Guild 
would ask for wage hikes, espe- 
cially for low-bracket and _ bit- 
player members, when negotiations 
start within the next few months. 
Present Television Authority cam- 
paign for increases in video would 
also be jeopardized by a freeze. 


- - 
| __ Grinieff-UA 
—_— Continued from page 5 il 


its present rough period. He said 
he was uncertain as yet how much 




















would be needed, but estimates are 
After that a) 
permanent arrangement could be 


around $500,000. 


worked out, Grinieff indicated, 
which might entail around $2,000,- 
000. That would include coin for 
financing production. 


ern financial group that would get 
collateral for its temporary loan, 
Permanent arrangement would .be 
on a more complicated basis that 


would involve management and | 


ownership of the company. 


Part of the arrangement, Grini- 
eff said, would entail bringing in a 
well-known industry figure who has 
the confidence of banks and pro- 
ducers. He has a tentative arrange- 
ment with such a man to step in if 
the other details can be worked out, 
he declared. The man, he empha- 
sized, was not James A. Mulvey, 
prexy of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions, who has repeatedly denied 
rumors that he might become as- 
sociated with UA. 

Grinieff said he will have no 
money in the projected setup or 
any corporate position or interest. 
He asserted his feeling that contin- 
uance of UA is imperative t& the 
film industry. He said he’s not 
asking anything now, nor does he 
expect to get anything. The quid 
pro quo, if any, he hopes will come 
in the future when he would be 
recompensed for his services by be- 
ing given control of certain foreign 
operations for UA. 

Whether McNutt, who took over 
as board chairman in July, will step 
out without compensation appears 
Subject to a difference of opinion. 
While it has been widely reported 
that he wants a payoff for his ef- 
forts, persons close to McNutt say 
he is willing to walk now if Chaplin 
and Miss Pickford think they have 
another deal that can be success- 
fully set via his departure. 











Skouras-Sponable 


Continued from page 5 


of equipment but that the system 
has since been compressed into a 
Size that would make it commer- 
Clally feasible. 

Fact that Skouras and Sponable 
are the first American film com- 
pany execs to travel to Switzerland 
to witness the unit in operation in- 
dicates that 20th is not yet tied 
exclusively to RCA’s big-screen sys- 
tem. Twentieth has invested con- 
Siderable research money in help- 
ing iron out the kinks in the RCA 
unit, which was believed to signify 
that the RCA method is the one 
that 20th would utilize when it 
rolls its long-standing plan of a 


theatre TV circuit of theatres on 
the Coast. 








——— 














| ELC-Rank 


Continued from page 5 


profit by such an arrangement, 


since he owns a 49% interest in 
LFD. It would primarily distribute 


Korda pix, but there is an affinity | 
,In that Robert S. Benjamin is 


prexy and counsel of the Rank or- 


ganization in the U. S., while Ar-| 


thur Krim is counsel and board 
member of LFD. They are part- 
ners in the law firm of Phillips, 
Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. 

ELC’s unhappiness with the 
present Rank arrangement results 
from its inability to get favorable 


| breaks for its product on Rank’s 


Gaumont-British and Odeon ecir- 
cuits. [It is felt that the Rank dis- 
tributing setup is sloughing ELC 


| Pix in doling out circuit dates. 


Even U complains about the same 
thing occasionally, although Rank 
generally sees that the company 
gets a break because of his heavy 
investment in it. 

Most U. S. distribs are unhappy 
to varying degrees on their de- 
pendence, on Rank with his con- 
trol of two of the three British 
chains. Like ELC, their squawk is 
that there’s no opportunity for 
negotiation; they’ve either got to 


| take or leave the deals offered by 


Odeon or G-B. Without circuit 
bookings, distribs can only go to 
individual indie houses, where 
they can make out okay if they are 
able to get two pix booked as an 
equal-billing dualler. They're 
pretty well murdered if they must 
take bottom spot on the twin-bill. 

ELC will likely give its product 
to some indie distrib for release 
when it breaks with Rank. This is 
contrary to action of Republic in 
setting up its own offices through- 
out Britain. 





Denver Ups Prices 5-10c 


Denver, Dec. 19. 
First-runs will boost their mat- 
inee prices from 35c to 40c and 
their night prices from 70e and 
74c to 80c Christmas day or before 


ithe first of the year. 
Money would come from an east- | 


& ‘ ; 
Names at ‘Harvey’ Bow 

| Benefit opening tonight (Wed.) of 
“Harvey” at the Astor theatre, 
ances by an assortment of show biz 
personalities. Proceeds will go to 
the Louise Baer Memorial Fund of 
the N. Y. Heart Assn. 


Slated to show at the preem are 


Burns & Allen, Eddie Cantor, Jim- | 


my Durante, Josephine Hull, Glo- 
ria Swanson and Robert Merrill, 
among others. Jesse Block & Eve 
Sully sparked the drive. 


‘Mr. Deeds’ 


Cae COntinued from page 3 


























of 20 U. S. pix for more than two 
years. With increasing hostility 
between the two countries, nego- 
tiations have been allowed to lapse 
in the past few months, although 


| they actually never looked favor- 


able. 


Moscow showing of the James 
Stewart-Jean Arthur starrer is, of 
course, contrary to international 
copyright conventions. Russians, 
however, do not subscribe to these. 
Since neither Col nor the MPEA is 
receiving royalties on the _ film 
from the Soviet, squawks may be 
filed with the embassy in Wash- 
ington, although it is thought un- 
likely they’ll bring any results. 

Film is the first U. S.-made to be 
shown in a first-run Moscow house 
in more than two years. It is 
drawing crowds, according to the 
AP, under the title “Senator.” It 
depicts machine politics, showing 
activities of a political boss who 
controls the press and radio in his 
state and pushes around senators 


| and congressmen. 
' An MPEA exec declared yester- 


day (Tuesday) that if the Russians 


| were showing the pic as it was 
| want.” 
| finale really showed how democra- 


originally released he’d be “glad to 
donate to them all the prints they 
He pointed out that the 


|ey worked, for a little man who 
|} had been a nobody but who had 
| become incensed at the political 


Subsequents will follow in some! boss’s pushing around had _ suc- 


instances with a nickle boost. 


‘ceeded in throwing him out. 


| N. Y., will feature on-stage appear- | 




















tainment, plus the lack of many | 
' good motion pictures. 


Waxing optimistic, Bernhard & 
Co. asserts the novelty of video 
entertainment will wear off, which 
factor, along with a stepped-up 
number of film releases, will con- 
tribute substantially to bolstered 
boxoffice. 

Wall street company further 
states that while corporate tax- 


| ation is likely to rise, thus cutting 


into per share profits of the film 
firms, current quarterly dividend 
rates of all the majors should be 
maintained. 

Especially healthy, according to 


| Bernhard, is Columbia, whose 1951 


dividends may total one dollar per 
share, as compared with 75c this 
year. Divorcement of the _ inte- 
grated companies is looked upon 
as a favorable factor for Col, 
which figures to have greater mar- 
keting opportunities. 

As for Loew’s, continuation of 
the 37!2c quarterly divvy seems 
assured, Bernhard reports. Gross 
revenues promise to be well main- 
tained in light of a possible im- 
provement in domestic theatre at- 
tendance and a probable rise in in- 
come from _ foreign 
Profit margin may widen for 
Loew's, it was said, because of 
lower film amortization costs and 
operating economies, but heavier 
taxes will cause 1951 earnings to 
“fall moderately” below 1950. 

Par to Climb 


Paramount, reportedly headed 
for a 1950 profit of $6.400,000 or 
$2.45 per share, is likely to climb 
above that point in the next vear, 
the investment concern states. 
Continuation of the 50c disburse- 
ment appears assured, it was 
added. 

UPT shares are “especially rec- 
ommended for substantial appreci- 
ation and exceptionally generous 
yield” by Bernhard. Both the 
near term and longer term earn- 
ings prospects of the circuit are 
favorable, it was added. 

Techni dividends are likely to 


| total $2 per share again in 1951, 


the Bernhard report states. Earn- 


operations. | 


Film Stocks Get OK 


Continued from page 7 ae 








, 
ings in 1950, it was said, are in- 
dicated at $2.30 per share on sales 
of $22,000,000. Techni is expected 
to operate at full capacity in the 
new year, Bernhard anticipates, 
with the processing of 75 features, 
as compared with 65 in 1950. 

Also apparently secure’ are 
20th’s 50c quarterly divvies. Bern- 
hard predicts that some increase 
in domestic theatre attendance, ac- 
celerated film production and 
larger foreign revenues may boost 
the 1951 income over the current 
year but heavier tax liability will 
cut profits to about $3.25 per 
share. 

Further gains in U’s operating 
results are in prospect for 1951, 
Bernhard declares, with resump- 
tion of the quarterly dividends on 
the common stock probable. U’s 
competitive position in the indus- 
try also figures to improve as the 
majors divest themselves of thee 
atres. Wider margin of profit gen- 
erally is anticipated. 

An increase in WB's 1951 divi- 
dends over 1950 is cited as a pose 
sibility. Although the major’s 
gross revenues may decline slight- 
ly because of some theatre divesti- 
ture, lower amortization charges 
and reduced operating expenses 
may permit some added profits, ac- 
cording to Bernhard. 





N.Y. Par Lobby Show To 


Honor Crosby’s Anni 
Opening of “Mr. Music” at the 
N. Y. Paramount theatre today 
(Wed.) will be accompanied by a 
two-hour radio show from the lob- 
by, occasioned by Bing Crosby’s 
20th year as a solo performer. 
Slated to salute Crosby are Martin 
Block, Guy Lombardo, Ella Fitz- 
gerald, Jimmy Dorsey and Dorothy 
Kirsten. Program will be aired by 
WNEW, 8 to 10 p.m., EST. 

Also joining in the tribute is the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, Otto Har- 
bach, ASCAP prexy, will present 
a plaque to Crosby, by proxy, on 
the -Dec. 28 “We the People” ra- 
dio-teevee show. 
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9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 


———_ | 


77 


Nancy’s fresh young beauty is in 
harmony with the gay romance 
of “Mr. Music.”? She’s a Lux Girl— 
guards her fair complexion with the 
beauty soap of the stars. 

& “Active lather facials really work 
for me,” says Nancy. “I smooth 


the rich Lux Soap lather in well; 
rinse, then pat with a towel to 
dry. Leaves my skin feeling 
wonderfully soft and smooth !4 
Try this gentle Lux Soap care 
screen stars recommend, and 
thrill to the quick new beauty 
it gives your skin! 
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or ‘four releases because of delays in | . e 
completing “Navy Bound” and nsl 7 tl — ictures 
M4 '“According to Mrs. Hoyle.” These 
S rom OW two films will go out Feb. 11 and 
Feb. 18, mene = 7 —— > | A hornet's nest and industry strife have been stirred up by a 
Their Le lio ” anil Rhythm statement in Cedric Adams’ column in the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune 
+O+os- we aera ’ to the effect that theatre business in neighborhood and suburban 
| ine e fi ‘ ;« houses is so bad that owners are prepared to abandon the exhibiting of 
as Bardavon theatre manager. Five deluxe film houses in this * ; ; ae oats - - 
NEW YORK ena © ill be succeeded by ee territory boosted their admission Pictures and use the buildings for other purposes. Denying the state- 
Rudy Solmsen, producer 0 ; “de somes fr »- scale without protest from custom- ments accuracy, é 
1 f man Edel. who comes from Phoe p t y. local film branch managers charge “it must have been 


French and Italian pix and an as- 
sociate of Ilva Lopert, in town 
on a two-week visit. 


4. W. Schwalberg. Paramount 


sales chief, returned to the home- 
office yesterday (‘Tues.) after a 
series of branch meetings in the 
field. 

P. H. Shirley, assistant to John 
Davis, director of the J. Arthur 
Rank film empire, was in New 


York over the weekend on his way 
to England from Jamaica. He had 
been on an inspection trip of the 


Rank circuit on the West Indian 
island. 
CHICAGO 

Gollos theatre circuit recently 
darkened its Sun theatre on the 
southside. 

Nineteen local houses booked 
“King Solomcn’s Mines” on first 
sub-run. 

Ludwig Sussman, Adelphi thea- 


tre operator, received Award of 
Merit from Disabled American 
Vets of Illinois last week. Medal 


is tribute for his policy of admit- 
ting servicemen free during World 
War II and resumption of policy 
today. 

Ben Katz, local Universal exploi- 
tation head, currently on midwest 
tour tor “Harvey” openings. 

Lubliner-Trinz Circuit, currently 
operating the Clark theatre, formed 
the Colbar Vending Co. 

Plans for Allied Theatres of 
llinois meeting last week to find 
answer for bad biz was cancelled. 

Palace is playing split-week cur- 


rently for the first time in its 
history. Action stems trom Jack- 
son Park ruling to release full 


quota of films over 13-week period. 


ALBANY 


Julius Perlmutter, of Albany, 
added a fifth theatre, the Ameri- 
can in Schenectady, to his string. 
He leased the Grand and Strand. 
Watervliet, and the Lake in Lake 
George, from Sam Rosenblatt last 
summer. He recently took over 
the Crane, Schenectady. 

Thomas H. Hogan, Jr., manager 
of Glens Falls Paramount for last 


year, transferred to Poughkeepsie | 




























There's 
only one 
\; Lord Tarleton 


iit of ocean-privacy 
ij 40th to 4ist Sts. 
\ 
\ COMPLETELY 
\ AIR-CONDITIONED 


Reservations, 
Watter Jacobs 








4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 
Direct from La Guardia and Newark 
\ NON STOP 
MIAMI $43 


{ 10° Discount 
CHICAGO $24 ' on Return Trip 
\CURTIS, from $35 


SBR carirornias] D 


1 Way 1 STOP 





Return 


Ply NORTH AMERICAN 
~*~ AIRLINES 


Free Ticket Del’y, irr lights, plus tax 
BRyant 9-6492 

503 5th Ave. (Ent. 42nd St.) Suite 100 

BROOKLYN | BRONX 

UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 


Hotel St. George  .24u8 @r. Concourse 
Clark Street (FordhamRd) Rm 328 


Bi? \ Jian ici ime liseli 1h44° 

















OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
SERVICE 
from Coast 
to Coast 
over '/, Century 


Refreshment ¢ 


Service for 
DRIVE - IN 


SPORTSERVICE CORP. 
SPORTSERVICE BLDG. © BUFFALO, N.Y 


Phone 


WA. 2506 





nix, Ariz, 

Otis Bowes, manager of Or- 
pheum Moose Jaw, Sask., named 
manager of Capitol, Moose Jaw, 


succeeding E. P. Fields, who died 
recently 

Roxy theatre at Regina, Sask., ex- 
tended 38 feet and remodelled. 
Seating was upped from 550 to 700. 


Owner Isador Reinhorn, head of 
Regal Amus. Co., installed his son, 
Leonard, as manager. 

Earl Evans, at one time press 
agent for Vaughn Monroe band 
and recently exploitation director 
for Paramount in New Orleans, is 
new Metro field rep for Albany 
and Buffalo, 


WASHINGTON 
Jack McInerney, Jr., son of 
John McInerney, N. Y. Paramount 
ad-publicity chief, is playing a 
lead in Georgetown University s 
presentation of “Three Men on a 


Horse.” He also handles the col- 
lege radio station’s disk jockey 
show. 


Trio of Lopert arty houses rec- 
ognized President's “state of 
emergency” edicts by reviving 
war-time custom of raising and 
lowering curtain and playing the 
national anthem. 

Warner Bros. donated two of its 
nabes for pre-Christmas charity 
shows to collect food for local or- 
ganizations. 

Jonas Bernheimer, vet of 20 
vears with the local WB realty de- 
pariment, celebrated his 75th 
birthday last week. 

Orville Crouch appointed to suc- 
ceed the late Carter T. Barron as 
castern division manager of Loew's 
The and D. C. rep of Metro 
studio. Crouch, who has been tn 
an ‘acting’ capacity in the jobs, 
was brought here a year ago to as- 


nirac 
acres 


sist Barron when latter’s health 
became worse. Crouch has been 
with Loew’s for 20 years. Appoint- 


ment keeps intact the team which 
operated under Barron. Jack Foxe, 
publicity director for Loew's thea- 
tres here, was trained by Barron 
and will remain under Crouch. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


North Central Allied special 


‘committee appointed to bring film 


;rentals down to “a _ fair and 
equitable level’ announced its 
/plan will be ready shortly. 


Campaign for “Rio Grande” at 
Radio City included 19 TV trailer 
shots, the most television use for 
any picture to date here. 

Back from New York, Harry B. 
French, Minnesota Amus,_ Co. 
prexy. said negotiations are under 
way to launch big screen TV at 
| Radio City where its installation 
|has been completed. 

i; Ted Melzer, former 
|Ulm, Minn., exhibitor, 
‘auto accident. 
| Morrie Steinman’ back from 
Hollywood with 16m prints of this 
|vear’s Minneapolis Aquatennial, 
|summer mardi gras. He produced 
| it. 
| Minnesota Amus. Co. took ad- 
| vantage of the snow by using sticks 
‘in snowbanks downtown and in 
{many neighborhood areas for ‘‘Rio 
, Grande” at Radio City. They were 
‘up for several days before the 
police department compelled their 
removal. However, even this won 
‘extra publicity and photos on 
front pages. 
| - Greatly increased use of televi- 
| sion has been started by the Min- 
inesota Amus. Co. 
*circuit) in exploiting pictures in 
its downtown theatres here. The 
chain also has_ substantially 
| stepped up its newspaper advertis- 


ing. 


vet New 
killed in 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Dodd moved from Indian- 
apolis to manage Republic’s L. A. 
branch, succeeding Earl Collins 
i\who resigned to organize a com- 
‘pany for sale of films to tele- 
| vision. 
| RKO is dusting off “Show Busi- 
' ness,’ Eddie Cantor musical filmed 
in 1944, for national reissue, start- 
|ing in January. 
| Eddie Alperson bought the old 
| Charlie Chaplin-Marie Dressler 
picture, “Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mence.” for reissue through Eagle 
Lion Classies. 

Monogram moved release date 
for its Wayne Morris starrer, 
“Sierra Passage,” from late Janu-~ 
ary te Dec. 24 to take advantage 
of holiday trade. 

Anna Magnani starrer, “Volcano,” 
directed in Italy by William Die- 
terle, will go into general Ameri- 
c:n release next February via 
Eagle Lion Classies. 

Monogram switched dates on 





(Paramount | 


Prices now range from 70c 
90c at night, with 
$1.10 for loges. Theatres involved 
are the Chinese, Los Angeles, 
Uptown, Lovola and Wilshire, all 
Fox West. Will be followed this 


ers. 
at matinee to 


week by RKO Hillstreet and Pan- 
tages, and Egyptian and Loew's 
Staite. 
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August, which is the end of ‘its 
fiscal year. 

Harry, Jack and Albert Warner, 
firm's three principal stockholders, 
all are required to stay together in 
either of the two new companic 
to be formed, it is understood, with 
the likelihood being that the trio 
will remain in production-distribu- 
tion. It follows that Harry Kalmine, 
head of the present exhibition sub- 
sidiary, would be slated to take 
over the helm of the new theatre 
company upon its formation. 

Reorg Plan 

Reorganization plan directs that 
stockholders will receive one-half 
share in each of the two new com- 
panies in exchange for each full 
share they hold in the present par- 
ent corporation. The three Warner 
brothers will be called upon to 
place their theatre stock in trust, 
pending its disposition. However, 
in view of the large extent of their 
holdings, Justice Department is 
said to have agreed to a long-term 
trust arrangement since any re- 
quired early sale of the shares 
would flood the market. 

Upon the divorcement, the thea- 
tre circuit will be given a three- 
year schedule for divesting ap- 
proximately 75 houses, in addition 
to dissolving all, partnerships with 
other exhibs in the field. Theatre 
firm also must ask court approval 
for any houses which it desires to 
acquire in the future. and will be 
enjoined from engaging in produc- 
tion or distribution. 

New film company, similarly, will 
begin operation with an injunction 
against acquiring any theatres. 

Paramount, first of the majors to 
bow out of the trust suit via a 
consent decree, parted with its the- 
atres last Jan. 1. RKO is ready 
to complete its divorcement at the 
end of this month. Next on the sked 
figures to be 20th-Fox, which has 
reached an accord with the Govern- 
ment on many points of a proposed 
overall agreement. Loew’s is the 
lone holdout, with apparent inten- 
tions of resuming the court fight. 











206 ‘Fledermaus’ 
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broke down the $60 package price 
to a $36 top for opening night, and 
a $12 top for the other two pack- 
age preems. This gave an estimated 
$53,000 net for opening night’s 
“Don Carlo,” with about $20,000 
each for tonight’s, “Fledermaus” 
and March’s “Fidelio.” Tonight's 
20G estimate compares very favor- 
ably with last year’s opening night 


take. which though at a $10 top, 


ran to $23,000 net, because the box 
seats were scaled very high. 

The Met planned on mounting 
three new productions this year, in 
“Don Carlo,” “The Flying Dutch- 
man” and “Fledermaus,” budgeting 
about $155,000 for the three shows. 
\“Don, Carlo” alone cost about $60,- 
'000 to put on, Management was 
aided on “Don Carlo” by a gift 
from the Otto H. Kahn family, who 
presented a painting to the Met, 
which in turn sold it to a midwest 
museum for $125,000. Part of this 
coin was used on “Don Carlo”; re- 
mainder has been set aside for 
other purposes, although not for 
further new works. 

All the money originally allotted 
for new shows, however, has not 
been used up on the three specified 
new productions, so the Met is 
using balance of coin for new 
scenery and costumes on “Caval- 
leria Rusticana” and “Pagliacci,” 
making this double-bill the fourth 
new production of the season. Hor- 
ace Armistead, who did the sets 
for Broadway's “The Consul” and 
“The Medium,” will do the new 
scenery for the two short operas. 
John Lloyd, who designed both the 
N. Y. and London versions. of 
“Touch And Go,” will do the cos- 
tumes, 


exhibitor inspired as part of a present move to force down film prices.” 
The branch managers point to “the fact” that “it’s virtually impossible 
to buy any of these theatres” as refutation of the claim. 

Adams, the area’s most influential and popular columnist, declared 
in his column that “suburban theatreowners, in scores of instances, are 
ready to turn their theatres into garages or super-markets or rebuild 


them as apartment houses.” 


Both Harry B. French, Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount Circuit) 
president, and Bennie Berger, North Central Allied head, derided 
Adams’ columnar statement. 


“Business at our theatres is off, but not to an alarming extent by 


any means,” said French. 


“Whatever exhibitor furnished Adams 
with this misinformation is doing the film industry harm.” 


Berger 


called Adams’ data ‘‘very much exaggerated.” 


Bill introduced in the House of Representatives last week would 
restore the special tax rate for servicemen which was the law during 


World War II. 
low rate for servicemen, 


It provides that, where a theatre institutes a special 
it must collect the tax on that price alone. 


Where the servicemen are admitted free, no tax will be required. 
The general law on the admissions tax provides that where a ticket 
is sold for less than the standard admissions price, the tax must be 


collected on the standard admissions rate. 


that this 8lst 


There is little likelihood 


Congress will have time te push through such a law, 


However, the 82nd Congress will probably do so. 


Paramount pulled an unusual switch in its trailers for “The Gold- 


bergs.” 


Instead of the normal procedure of adapting a regular theatre 


trailer for tele use, it made a special video trailer which pub-ad chief 
Max E. Youngstein liked so much he is making it available to theatres 


as a teaser 


TV briefie was written and prepared by ad manager Sid 


Blumenstock’s department in New York and made up by Par’s newsreel 


lab. 


American distrib rights to 


the 


British thriller, “Seven Days to 


Noon,” were sold for an $80,000 guarantee against a percentage. Maylux 
Films, organized for the purchase, pays Sir Alexander Korda, under 
whose banner it was produced, 40° of earnings here. 

Maylux is owned equally by Harry Brandt, who put up $40,000 of 
the advance, and a syndicate headed by Arthur Mayer, which put up 


the other $40,000. 

















is to its exhibitor 
has thus resisted 
nudge from the Dept. of Justice 
that caused the other companies 
to agree to provide trial films. Top 
exec of another company suggested 
this week, however, that Skouras 
might see the light and go along 
when he gets before the Federal 
Communications Commission on 
his request for theatre TV chan- 
nels or other concessions. 
Universal's Delay 
' Universal has not turned Zenith 
down, but has merely given no 
answer. Phonevision sponsors are 
reported to have been told that 
the wife of U prez Nate J. Blum- 
berg has been very ill and 
other officials of the company have 
not had the opportunity 
the request to him. 
Zenith has asked for delivery 
of prints this week and labs are 
currently making them up. It re- 


obligation 
tomers. He 


cus- 
the 


that | 


to put! 


quested all new prints. volunteer- | 


ing to pay for them, which is per- 
fectly satisfactory to the distribs. 

McDonald is running into plenty 
of legal headaches on the films 
and their various 
Companies have agreed to deliver 
to him all the rights they own— 
but have stated they will not legal- 
ly defend any of those rights if 
lawsuits should grow out of use 
of the films on the wired video. 

Thus Zenith is faced with tak- 
ing a long chance that the rights 
the producers own are valid for 
said video or going through a tre- 
mendous legal -hecking job on 
story, music, players and the vast 
complex of other details that go 
into a film. Distribs figure it would 
take their own legal departments 
weeks to do the job. 

Among the difficulties that 
Phonevision has already discovered 
are the billing requirements that 
go with each pic. The billing is 
provided for in the contracts with 
the studios of the various players, 
producers. directors, writers. etc.. 
and must therefore be meticulously 
followed, as is done by the dis- 
tribs. Phonevision wil] have to con- 
form to these same requirements 
in all of its advertising of the 
films. 


300 selected homes in the Chi area. 
Subscribers will be charged $1 on 
their phone bill for each film show 
they request. 


components. | 





' 





The pix will be offered daily to | 


Paramount release schedule from 


June 1, 1947, runs in the following | 


sequence: “Calcutta.” “Danger | 
Street,” “The Trouble With 
'Women,.” “Perils of Pauline.” 


“Dear Ruth,” “I Cover Big Town.” 
“Desert Fury.” “Jungle Flight.” 
Variety Girl,” “Wild _ Harvest,” 


| 


Par Proviso on Phonevision 


Continued from page 3 








“Adventure Island,” “Golden Ear- 
rings,” “Where There’s Life,” “Un- 
conquered,” “Big Town After 
Dark,” “‘The Road to Rio,” “I Walk 
Alone” and “Albuquerque.” 
Zenith has chosen an undisclosed 
sequence of 12 from the above. 


New York Theatres | 


Doors Open 1030 Ae 
































On the x 
'STAGE and ICE ! 
The Gele Annuat Roxy 
“CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA” 


\ A Jovows Revue of Mirth 
3 sad Mune 
3 \ Plus « Glorious Spectacte 7 


“Ave Maria” 
















RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL———— 
Rockefeller Center 
RUDYARD 6464 
KIPLING’S KIM’’ 
% ERROL FLYNN - DEAN STOCKELL 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
and THE MUSIC HALL’S GREAT 
CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 


Mir. Music 


A Paramount Picture sterring 
BING NANCY 
CROSBY - OLSON 
CHARLES hut 
COBURN - HUSSEY 


Guest Stores 
GROVES MARK - OGROTHY KIRSTEN 
PCGGY LE + THE MERRY MACS 














IN PERSON 
LOUIS PRIMA 
end his ORCH. 
ples “KEELY” SMITH 
ples SHIRLEY VAN 


JAN MURRAY 
















Ycuuliu Vay 


BW NAPA VALLEY 


CABERNET SAUVIGNON 





From ‘Beaulieu’... the de Latour 

state in Napa Valley, California, 
come several of the world’s fine 
wines. Try this BV claret from 
tare Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. 


Beaulieu Vineyard - Rutherford, Calif 











CARE PACKAGES 


ARE STILL NEEDED 
(TAX EXEMPT) 


(Contributed by a friend) 
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RAP COSTS RIC 


Paley Back to Wartime Status? 


While there’s nothing official, 
chairman William S. Paley may 


a report’s afloat that CBS board 
vacate the spot at the network 


and return to a wartime status as a key aide to Gen. Dwight D. 
Fisenhower, when the latter moves into the western European 


theatre as Supreme Commander. 


During the last war Paley, as a colonel, headed up the radio 
operations of the Psychological Warfare Division, with headquar- 


ters in London. 


Paley, it’s understood, has been in frequent communication with 


the White House and top military 


aides. This, coupled with the fact 


that he’s been solidifying the web's structure, with such execu- 
tive appointments as Daniel T. O’Shea, is regarded by some as a 
prelude to his leaving the network command to prexy Frank Stan- 


ton and his 20th floor aides. 


The Paley-Eisenhower tie stemming from World War II has been 
pronounced through the subsequent peacetime era, with Paley also 


serving on Eisenhower's board of 





trustees at Columbia U. 











5 Year World Series Sponsor Deal 
Hinging on Excess Profits Tax Angle 


Some  hush-hush 
have been going on during the past 
week, which may result in a five- 
year sponsorship deal for the ra- 
dio-television rights to the World 
Series. This is predicated on the 
assumption that the bankrolling 
coin involved could be written off 
in one fell swoop, in the event that 
the 75° excess profits tax is 
slapped on big business. 

Although Gillette has a first re- 
fusal on the '51 pickup of the Se- 
ries, the identity of the sponsor in- 
volved is being kept under wraps. 
The razor company paid $800,000 
for the video rights alone for the 
past series, and in view of Baseball 
Commissioner A. B. (Happy) Chan- 
dler’s previous declaration that the 
‘51 series should fetch $1,000,000, 


a five-year radio-TV deal would en- | 
tail a multi-million-dollar layout. 


The prospective client, it’s under- 
stood, has been doing some fast 
huddling with attorheys over the 
past week in a bid to determine 
the legality of writing off that kind 
of coin on a single tax return, 

If an affirmative decision {is 
forthcoming, it’s generally antici- 
pated that similar deals will even- 
tuate, involving major radio and 
television property rights, not to 
mention film deals, ete. 

Should the 75° nick go through, 
the agencies and advertisers are 
alerted to move in on sponsorship 
deals. Radio, particularly, is eveing 
a resurgence which could pour mil- 
lions in network coffers. 


AM Counterpart 
For ‘Maugham’ 


There's likelihood of the “Somer- 
set Maugham Theatre” TV dra- 
matic showcase on CBS also get- 
ting an AM ride for the same spon- 
sor, Tintair, sparking a new tele- 
into-radio program trend. 

Tintair prexy Martin Strauss 
last week purchased the Saturday 
morning 11:30 to noon time on Co- 
lumbia, within two days after Lever 
Bros. had decided to cancel out on 
the time and its “Junior Miss” show. 
In addition to sponsorship of the 
Maugham series on TV, Strauss 
Wants to spot a radio version in the 
Saturday time. If difficulties are 
encountered, he may buy “Ro- 
mance” or another CBS dramatic 
Package, 

New acquisition wiJl give Tintair 
an ambitious spread, client also 
Sponsoring a 15-minute segment of 
the Sunday afternoon Frank Si- 
natra radio show on CBS. 





negotiations+ 





Peter Lind Hayes 


dispenses with some sage advice, 
gratis, 


Stay in the Parlor 
and out of the studie 


* * 


an amusing byline feature in the 
forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 














Stations Switch 


In Cowles, Paley 
‘Operation Turkey 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 


The Midwest was a hot battle- 
ground last week in the struggle 
for communications supremacy as 
Gardner (Mike) and John Cowles 
muscled two of their stations, 
KRNT and WNAX, out of the ABC 
fold and into the CBS lineup. 


The Cowles brothers and pub- 
lisher Luther Hill of the Cowles- 
owned Des Moines newspaper 
| dynasty moved in on Columbia’s 
| headquarters at 485 Madison ave- 
/nue, New York City, took a quick 
look (no pun intended on names of 





| their two publications) at the office | 


‘of station relations veepee Herb 
|Akerberg and then invaded the 
| Bill Paley precincts. At the same 
|time a 24-pound dressed turkey 


(Continued on page 82) 


'WAKR’s 166 Take In 
Marathon Yule Benefit 


Akron, Dec. 19. 
' Over $16,000 was taken in by 
-WAKR via its annual ‘“Shara- 
Christmas” Show. Program, joint- 
ly sponsored by the radio station 
'and the Akron Beacon Journal, be- 
gan at 8 p.m. Saturday (16) and 
‘ran for six hours. Production, 
| copyrighted by WAKR, featured 
'almost 100 different acts, local civic 





GOIN NO OBJECT 
TOOTATIONOWNE 


Detroit, Dec. 19. 


slanting” and hold on to his li- 
censes for WJR here, KMPC, Los 
Angeles, and WGAR, Cleveland, 


vealed in the FCC hearings last 
week, 


Sessions were an almost monot- 
onous parade of character witness- 
es attesting to the “patriotic” and 


exchanges by the attorneys. 


During Friday’s violent verbal 
bombastics, Hugh Fulton, counsel 
'for Richards, accused FCC coun- 
isel of a “contemptible attempt to 
| injure relations” between Richards 
and musicians who play for pro- 
| grams for rebroadcast in L. A. 


The wrangling grew from cross- 
examination of Jack Ferentz, pres- 
‘ident of the AFL musician’s union 
|in Detroit, by FCC Attorney 
| Frederick W. Ford. 


Ferentz testified he had had no 
|trouble with WJR bosses. Ford 
|asked: “Would you continue to 
| vouch for the high character of Mr. 
| Richards and WJR if you knew 
| that the station was caught red- 
| handed cheating your musicians in 
| 1941?” 

Ford then read a letter written 
'in 1941 by Leo J. Fitzpatrick, 
|former WJR general manager, to 
| Richards. The letter referred to 
ithe sending of transcriptions to 
KMPC of a WJR-originated pro- 
| gram for rebroadcast in L. A. 


| The letter said in part: “While 
we are not supposed to do this, we 
will keep it up till the musicians’ 
union makes a squawk.” 

At this point, Fulton called read- 
ing of the letter “‘a contemptible at- 
tempt to injure relations between 
_ musicians’ union and this sta- 
tion.” 


Ford replied by shouting that 
Richards “tried to cheat” the union. 


When Ferentz was permitted to 
answer Ford’s original question he 
said that royalties were paid in full 
to WJR musicians when the mat- 
ter of rebroadcasting the transcrip- 
tions was brought to WJR’s atten- 
tion. 

“It was all a mistake, I guess,” 
Ferentz mumbled. He added that 
it was more than two years before 
the union found out about the 
practice. 
had reached more than $40,000 
which was promptly paid, he said. 

Claims Evidence Withheld 

Earlier in the week, Richards’ at- 

torney, Joseph W. Burns, again ac- 








dence favorable to Richards. He 
referred to a letter dated Oct. 21, 
1941, which Richards addressed to 
Fitzpatrick. 

The letter, which Burns said was 
“a complete defense of Richards” 
said that his three stations “Must 
and should immediately adopt a 
policy which simply oozes America 
for Americans from every stand- 
| point.” The letter also instructed 
Fitzpatrick to “look into the legal 


(Continued on page 32) 


TWA BUYS ‘BLANDINGS’ 
FOR SUN. SHOWCASIN 











dition Tintair will participate in| ists and business men. Coin de-|has bought the Cary Grant radio 


Sponsorship of “Cavalcade of Stars” rived from the airer is distributed show, “Mr. Blandings,” 


and “Cavale: ” 
DuMont ade of Bands,” both on 


ABC’s Whodunit Shifts 


oe Camel having picked up 
“7 Dick Powell starrer, ‘Richard 
ms currently on NBC, for 
. 8 p.m. Friday slot on ABC 
> atting Jan. 5. the web is shifting 





between various local charities. 


Robert E. Kinter, Paul Whiteman, 
Ted Malone, Ted Mack and George 
V. Denny, Jr. All expenses are 
carried by WAKR, while talent is 
donated. 


Treynor’s NAB Post 








ts whodunit lineup. 
Wea t Man” moves to 8:30 p.m. | 
‘ecnesdays on Jan. 3. The Dick 


Sa take a brief hiatus, shifting to 
* ©3930 pm. Tuesday spot on 


Jan a 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
NAB has appointed as assistant 
director of station relations Wil- 


WTOP-TV in Washington, D. C. 
Treynor was formerly with WOL 


tx ..-- }in Washitgton, 


Participants included ABC prexy | 


based on 
the “Blandings Dream House” pix- 
mag series, for a Sunday afternoon 
'showcasing. Show, packed by Don 
Sharpe, will go into the 5:30 to 
‘6 pm. N3C slot, preceding the 
|'web’s “Big Show,” and will origi- 
nate from the Coast. - 

“Blandings” is packaged at $8.- 
500 a week. Grant’s initial radio 
ishow, it represents one of the ma- 
jor program sales involving that 
| kind of coin in recent months, and 
is generally regarded as merely 


/ence, which now finds agencies and 
clients eyeing properties with a re- 
pewed interest. 


G. A. Richards‘ efforts to sapolio | 
his name, refute charges of “news- | 


have cost him $1,000,000, it was re- | 


“unbiased” operation of WJR, in-. 
terrupted only by frequent angry 


By that time royalty fees | 


cused the FCC of withholding evi- | 


Trans World Airlines (TWA), in| 
in ad-/| leaders, public officials, industrial- | its first network sponsorship deal, 








HARDS 31,000,000 


Squawks Pile in From All Quarters 
On NBC Rate Cut; Affiliates to Meet 


+ NBC’s plan to effect a rate cut in 








Robert E. Kintner 
President of the ABC Network 
sees Radio-TV as 


Main Entrance 
To New American 
Economy 


* * 


an interesting editorial feature In 
the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


RCA’s Blue Chips 


| 
| 


‘Incentives’ Voted 
‘Sarnoff, Folsom 


RCA board apparently is taking 
no chances on losing prexy Frank 
M. Folsom. Only last June it ex- 
‘tended by a year the original 
| 1948 contract which assured his 
staying with the company until 
Dec. 31, 1952. Board recently voted 
‘still another year’s extension to 


RCA $20,000,000 Loan 


RCA has obtained a $20- 
000,000 loan from the New 
York Life Insurance Co. It 
runs until May 1, 1974, and 
pays 3% interest. Agreement 
also gives RCA the right to 
borrow another $20,000,000 on 
the same basis. 

No indication was given in 
the loan contract, which was 
negotiated some months ago, 
of its purpose. It is under- 
stood, however, to be for 
video expansion. 

the pact, thus nailing Folsom down 
until Dec. 31, 1954. 

New deal doesn’t alter the RCA 
topper’s $165,000 yearly salary. 
That represents a raise of $25,000 
granted him when his contract 


| (Continued on page 32) 


‘WIR, DETROIT, SIGNS 1ST 
AFRA ANNOUNCER PACT 


| Detroit, Dec. 19. 

' Suecessful conclusion of nine 
weeks of negotiations between 
| WJR and the Detroit local of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
\ists was jointly announced by Boaz 
‘Siegel, AFRA secretary, and Worth 
Kramer, veepee and general man- 
ager of WJR. 


It was the first contract WJR 


























| 


had signed with AFRA. Siegel said | 


the contract provides a minimum 
| starting salary for announcers of 
| $70. It provides for step increases 
‘after three months, six months and 
so on, until the maximum of $115 
is reached in five years. Previously 
there were no established mini- 
|; mums or maximums. 

In addition, the station promised 
to continue in effect its “very lib- 
eral” retirement and health insur- 
ance programs. Siegel said _ his 
union represents nine WJR an- 
nouncers. 


‘Nona’ Bowout Giving CBS 
Ist Afternoon Open Time 


| Babbitt’s cancellation of the 








\“‘Nona From Nowhere” serial gives | 
|CBS its first. afternoon open time | 


- 
}in some months, 


The 3 to 3:15 p.m. segment will | 


be taken over by “Hilltop House,” 


lavmes “] Fly Anything” stanza liam K. Treynor, until recently with the forerunner to an AM resurg- sponsored by Alka Seltzer, which 


‘is now heard 3:15 to 3:30. Web is 
shopping around for a client for 
‘the latter time. 


its AM structure on Jan. 1 encoun- 
tered a setback last week, when 


squawks started piling in from the 
affiliates. In fact, the whole in- 
dustry was quick to respond to 
NBC's gesture of acquiescence with 
some loud lamentations that a rate 
cut at this time was premature and 
unwise. Not only station men, but, 
surprisingly enough, some _ top 


‘|agency execs deplored the contem- 


plated NBC action as weakening 
the medium’s structure at a time 
when an AM resurgence seems in 
order, and asking the network to 
reconsider. 

The other networks were partic- 
ularly disturbed over the NBC reve 
elation, recognizing that if one net- 
work succumbed to rate cut dee 
mands, it would leave them with 
no other alternative but to fall in 
line. 

As result of the reaction, NBC 
has called a meeting of the affiliate 
membership involved (those in 
markets where TV has a marked 
penetration). The session will be 
held in New York Jan. 10. 

NBC is asking some stations 
where the TV penetration is deep- 
est to take as high as a 25% rate 
|cut, with the overall average re- 
portedly based at 12%. It’s under- 
stood that some sizable deals are 
on the AM fire for NBC, if it can 
maneuver the rate change. 


Although some of the other webs 
were inclined to see NBC as will- 
ing to absorb the rate cut if the 
affiliates stand firm, web execs 
‘assert that’s not the case; that it 
will respect’all contracts and abide 
by the wishes of the affiliate sta- 
tions. 


NBC Cottons Up 
To Dallas Game 


Something new in network bally- 
hoo is on the immediate NBC 
agenda, Specifically, the network 
will take the initiative to glamorize 
the Cotton Bowl football game in 
‘Dallas on New Year’s Day in the 
hopes of giving it the same pres- 
'tige values as the Rose Bowl clas- 
| sie from Pasadena. 

The Rose Bowl event is com- 
|mitted to CBS. Since NBC can’t 
‘have it, the network, in essence, 
vants to fit the Cotton Bowl grid-. 
fest into the NBC scheme of things. 
'As result, the web is originating a 
‘number of shows, in addition to the 
|game itself, out of Dallas. Orig- 
‘inations out of the Texas city, in- 
cluding the Dallas Symphony Or- 
chestra, are now being lined up. 
Ace announcers and staffers will 
be sent down to take charge. 





} 








Peary Vs. ‘Gildersleeve’ 
Popularity Question 
In Mexican Standoff 


The recurring question of the 
season—Was it Hal Peary, or the 
basic formula of the “Great Gilder- 
sleeve” property that made it a 
perennial Kraft commercial fav- 


/orite?—has resolved itself into a 
/Mexican standoff on the basis of 
th 


new Nielsen ratings. 

Ever since Peary checked out of 
“Gildersleeve” a few months back, 
following a hassle with the Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby agency, which 
has title to the show, and moved 
from NBC to CBS, there’s been 
considerable speculation as to 
whether Peary’s new Columbia 
show would out-rate “Gilder- 
sleeve.” : 

The new Nielsens show: 

Peary (in his CBS sustainer) 
10.9. 

“Gildersleeve” 10.7. 

Heartening to Columbia is the 
fact that Peary is outdistanced by 
less than two points by his NBC 
,competition in the Wednesday 9:30 
jtime, harhely “Groucho” Marx. 
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CBS Explores Document-for-Ear 
Technique in ‘Hear It Now Preem 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


On the premise that ‘never did | 
so many need to know so much,” ! 
CBS last Friday night (15) em- | 
barked on an ambitious new ven-| 
ture which it aptly phrased “A 
agocument for ear.” This is the 60- 
minute weekly series called “Hear | 
It Now.” which has been given 
prime evening time ‘9 to 10 o'clock) 


and preemed with a 173-affiliate 
station acceptance. 

“Hear It’ is patterned after the 
Edward R. Murrow-Fred Friendly 
“I Can Hear It Now” Columbia 
Records “spoken history” trilogy, 


with the broadcast series also rep- 
= ° ? 

resenting a Murrow-Friendly col-| 

laboration. Designed as a weekly 


magazine of the air to capture the 
“heat and confusion of a world in 
crisis.” even down to the Time 


mag-simulated cover page profil- 
ing of the man of the week. it has} 
Murrow as editor-narrator. It has 
such departmental editors as Abe | 
Burrows covering the theatre: Bill 
Leonard reviewing films; Red Bar- 
ber on sports: Don Hollenbeck to 
reappraise the “bad taste of an| 
astonishingly indiscreet outraged | 


father” in dissecting President 
Truman's letter to D. C. music 
critic Paul Hume. 

It represents, too, a herculean 
editing job, under the Murrow- 
Friendly production aegis. in re- 
capturing on tape or “live” the 


week's top moments in every facet 
of today’s living. It encompassed 
within its framework the conversa- 





_ 


HEAR IT NOW 

With Ed Murrow, editor - narrator: 
Don Hollenbeck, Abe Burrows, 
Red Barber, Bill Leonard, Al- 
fredo Antonini orch: others 

Producer - writers: Murrow, Fred 
Friendly 

60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York 


tion of two GIs in Korea; Secre- 
tary of Defense Marshall's crisis- 
laden warning to the nation: at 
Lake Success one could hear Chi- 
nese General Wu and U. S. dele- 
gate Warren Austin: a couple of 
newsdealers telling why they want 
no part of the Daily Worker. 


It sent a recording crew to 
Roosevelt County in Montana 
where the draft board went on! 
strike because of the country’s 


failure to use the atom bomb; one | 
could hear Anna Rosenberg de- 
fending herself against the pro- 
Commie accusation; the Duchess of 
Windsor linking herself with all 
women in love; Carl Sandburg ex- 
pounding on freedom and “The 
People, Yes;” there was Walter 
Reuther to capsulize the labor situ- 
ation. and Gov. Dewey and Ber-! 
nard Baruch, among others, to pin- | 
point the economic mobilization of 
the nation. Plus, too, an original 
musical score on the initial broad- | 
cast composed by David Diamond, 
with Alfredo Antonini as the per- 
manent conductor... (There will be 
fuest composers weekly from 
among the nation’s best.) 

It’s a tall order to emcompass; 
almost breath-taking in its seope 
and concept, particularly when en- 
visioned on a continuing weekly 
basis. Granted that Murrow was 
the ideal choice as editor-narrator; 
granted, too, that CBS hurdled all 
the technical barriers and difficul- 
ties in the fusion of all the com-' 
ponents. Yet, the fact remains that 
some necessary component was 
missing in translating it into 60 
minutes of sustained listening. Per- 
haps 60 minutes is too long. Or it 
could be that the changing from 
serious political discussion into the 
lighter departmental items, then 
from Korea and Baruch to Judy | 
Holliday and “Born Yesterday,” is 
harder to achieve on a radio pro- 
gram than when turning the pages 
of a magazine. Certainly it proved | 
more disconcerting. 

Despite the designation of sub- 
editors for sports, drama, films, 


etc., the overall effect was of a 
pattern. The tempo remained un- 
changed. ‘Notable exception was 


Burrows, who was not only good 
as a critic in appraising the “Bless 
You All” Broadway musical, but 
brought a distinctiveness and spark | 
to the segment. On the other hand. 
Bill Leonard, while an able and | 
literate critic, went to the same 
school as Murrow and Hollenbeck.) 
Granted, too, that Time mag. the | 
N. Y. Times, or the New Yorker. 
would fall into the same categori- 
cal criticism, the point still holds 
that radio is different: its audience 
must be gripped and held: what- 
ever dramatic element was needed 
to excite the listener, was missing 
from the opening broadcast. 
t No one, however, can take issue 


+ 


| with Murrow’s capacities. 
he, rather than the taped pickups, | 





. . 

Sharp Driving Spots 

WNEW, the New York indie, 
has come up with one of the 
more effective public service 
spot campaigns of the year, de- 
signed to alert the teenage- 
adolescent element to the haz- 
ards of careless driving. The 
series of transcribed briefies, 
which bypass the jingle formu- 
la for a_ straight recitative 
pit¢ h. is strictly on a showman- 
ship level and succeeds in par- 


laving warmth and sincerity 
Such top talent as Dick 
Haymes, Doris Day, Eddie 
Cantor, Jo Stafford, Vaughn 
Monroe, Margaret Whiting, 
Ezzard Charles, Jackie Robin- 
son, Perry Como, Nat “King” 
Cole, Fave Emerson, etc., have 


translated the messages inio 
idioms identified with their 
personalities. The kids will 


listen; it’s a safe bet that many 
will take heed. 

WNEW, which conceived 
the series. is turning them over 
to the National Safety Coun- 
cil for distribution to 1,000 
stations throughout the coun- 
trv. They merit prime time 
spinning. Rose. 








JACKIE ROBINSON SHOW 
Writer: Leonard Safir 
Director: Al Stetson 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEC, N. Y. 

Part of the Saturday morning 
block of programs designed for 
juve airers, this session holds up 
wholly on the strength of Jackie 
Robinson’s personality. While not 
as adept around a mike as he is 
around second base, the Negro 
baseball star handles this assign- 
ment with a nice flow of gab. The 
program, otherwise, is a fair 
sample of juve programming. 

Format has Robinson spinning 
some disks with a panel of kids 


in the studio scoring the juve plat- | 


ters in baseball 
homerun to an out. On the preem 
(16), none of the disks rated below 
a triple. No whiz kids, the panel 
on the preem failed to produce 
any natural juve humor. Robinson 
prodded them okay and gave a 
couple of intelligent tolerance 
pitches, but the show rated only 
as a scratch single. Herm. 


terms from a 





Civil Liberties Union’s 
Anti-Commie Paen Gets 
Beefs—From Anti-Reds 


Public service editorial airer 
which NBC beamed Wednesday 
(13) to mark the 159th anni of the 
Bill of Rights resulted in 350 pro- 
tests on the Coast and 75 in 
Gotham. Callers objected to (1) 
the fact that the cast included a 
couple of performers listed in 
“Red Channels.’ the catalog of 
150-odd AM-TV personalities with 
their allegedly subversive affili- 
ations, and (2) the program’s sup- 
posed “‘pro-Communist line.” 

Actually, the  broadcast—pre- 
sented in association with the 


American Civil Leberties Union— | 


was anti-Communist in its ap- 
proach. The ACLU subsequently 
announced that. the show ‘“de- 
scribed the great freedoms of our 
Bill of Rights in contrast to the 
tyfanny of Communist-controlled 
countries. It emphasized the im- 
portance of maintaining free 
speech and other guarantees of the 
Bill of Rights in the present world- 
wide struggle against totalitarian- 
ism.” The program flatly declared 
the ACLU’'s opposition to Com- 
munism at home and abroad and 
its defense of the American form 
of government. 


Yet, the ACLU program de- 
clared, there are dangers to Amer- 
ica’s civil liberties today. “There's 
no bigger problem than maintain- 
ing our national security,’ it ar- 
gued. “But isn’t national security 
our individual security, 
curity of each one of us. Haven't 
we got to think that we may lose 
this fight for security if we forfeit 
our individual security.” 

To that end, half the broadcast 
was devoted to some case histories: 


(Continued on page 32) 





It was 


who gave emphasis and clarity to 
the issues. His “profile” of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur was rose, 
lucid and tight—and a one-dfmen- 
sional glorification of Murrow’'s 
hero, 


the se-| 


HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERT 
With Judith Anderson, Charles 

Boyer, Dr. Fritz Busch, Sir Er- 

nest MacMillan, Marion Ander- 

son, Claudio Arrau, John Brown- 
lee, Hallelujah Chorus; Lyulph 

Stanley narrator 
Producer: W. Gibson Parker 
90 Mins., Sat., 4:30 p.m. 

CBS, from N. Y. 

A special concert commemorat- 
ling the second anni of the adop- 
tion of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights by the United 
'Nations General Assembly in 1948, 
lwas held at the Met Opera House, 
N. Y.. Sunday, Dec. 10. - Musical 
program was broadcast that day 
over WNYC, N. Y., and was done 
transcribed over CBS and the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. net- 
works Saturday (16) from 4:30- 
6 p.m. Concert was also relayed 
simultaneously on Dec. 10 to 

Latin American countries’ via 
United Nations Radio and _ the 
Voice of America. 
| Besides spotlighting 
tional concert figures, 
also included an address by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, chairman 
of the UN Human Rights Commis- 
sion, and the reading of selections 
from the Declaration of Human 
Rights by Judith Anderson and 
Charles Boyer. Latter spoke in 
French. Program opened with a 
stirring ceremonial fanfare written 
especially for the anni by Ameri- 
can composer David Diamond. 
Longhair program made for com- 
fortable listening. 

Participating 
Dr. Fritz Busch 
MacMillan conducting ; 
Philharmonic - Symphony, Marian 
| Anderson singing Brahms’ Alto 
|Rhapsody with the Schola_Can- 
ltorum and orch under Dr. Busch, 
Chilean pianist Claudio Arrau_and 
the Met’s Australian baritone John 
Brownlee. Last-named, as soloist, 
was featured with the Hallelujah 
Chorus in the presentation of ex- 
cerpts from Handel’s ‘Messiah, 
Lyulph Stanley, with the UN Radio 
division acted as program $ 
moderator. Gros. 





j 
! 


interna- 
program 


included 
and Sir Ernest 
the N. Y. 


artists 








From the Production Centres 


’ + 
IN NEW YORK CITY .. « 


| John Hayes, WTOP general manager, addressed the New Schoo) on 
AM and TV problems Monday (18)....Marx Loeb last week directed 
two 60-minute “M-G-M Theatre of ‘the Air’ stanzas, one “Crime Does 
Not Pay” broadcast, one “Counterspy” show and pinchhit on “Gange- 
busters.” He asks, “Who sez radio’s dead?”....Patsy Campbell fea- 
tured on “Big Story’ Wednesday (20)....Theo Goetz signed for the 
new Tennessee Williams legiter, “The Rose Tattoo”’....A. W. Hobler, 
chairman of the executive committee of Benton & Bowles, elected to 
add the duties of chairman of the board of directors. Post had been 
held by Clarence B. Goshorn, who died Dec. 10. 

Casting cue: Walter King of the American Cancer Society is lining 
up thespers for 15 dramatic transcribers John Derr, CBS associate 
sports boss, to Miami today (Wed.) for vacation and Orange Bow! game 
....WNJR newscaster Tom Costigan got an exclusive interview last 
week with Jersey City Parks Director James Murray, who barricaded 
himself in his city hall office....ABC'’s William Wylie tagged a Ken- 
tucky colonel Joey Adams of CBS’ “Rate Your Mate” to Hershey, 
Pa., today and tomorrow to entertain the chocolate company employees 

..Tommy Velotta’s ABC news department searching for Lyford 
Moore, newsman, who disappeared Dec. 12 in Oslo, Norway... . Irving 
Mansfield, CBS producer, to Miami, and Walter Jacobs’ Lord Tarle- 
ton hostelry for a week. 

Eloise McElhone and Bill Warwick (of Warwick & Legler) announced 
their engagement last weekend and will wed this spring....WOR to 
air its Bellevue Christmas Party from the hosp today (Wed.)....ABC’s 
“Peace of Mind,’ based on the Rabbi Liebman tome, to be renamed 
“David Amity’....Mel Goodman has been upped to casting director 
at Compton agency....Oxford Usiversity Press to make its first vene- 
ture into American radio over WABF with a weekly 60-minute series, 
starting Jan. 3 Joan Sack and John De Vries have joined Kenyon 
& Eckhardt’s AM-TV dept....Orrin Dunlap’s ‘‘Radio and Television 
Almanac” off the Harper presses Jan. 3 Radioites fattened up with 
WGAR’s (Cleveland) 20th anni birthday cake sent out last week. 

Sales manager John Karol observes his 20th anni with CBS today 
(Wed.)....Disk jock Mort Nusbaum of WHAM, Rochester, in town 
tomorrow ‘Thurs.) prior to a cruise on the Caronia....Gotham repre- 
sentation of broadcasters who met with President Truman in D. C. 
last week included Mutual's Frank White, DuMont’s Chris Witting 
and WNYC’'s Seymour Siegel....Barbara Becker just concluded a run 
on “Our Gal Sunday” and last week started one on “Road of Life’.... 
Ann Teeman new to “Backstage Wife’’....Richard Holland, Daniel 
Ocko, John Stanley, Lauren Gilbert, Ann Burr, Sylvia Davis and Kath- 
erine Emmet join “Front Page Farrell Merrill E. Joels completing 








film at U. S. Army Signal Corps this week. 


secceserseesosooerseeey|IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Radio Followups 


0494 HOSS « $44666464666666464- 


Combined talents of femcee Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, scripter Goodman 
Ace and a string of top-name 
guests headed by Bob Hope and 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis rapped 
up one of the best yet in NBC's 
“Big Show” series Sunday night 
(17). Hour-and-a-half program 
started rather slowly, but only in 
comparison with the rest of the 
| show, wherein the jokes were fired 
| fast and furious to provide for sus- 
‘tained vocking. It was sharp and 
original radio comedy at its best. 

Hope carried most of the 90- 
|minutes with Miss Bankhead and 
‘scored throughout, at most times 
grabbing off more laughs than he 
does on his regular Tuesday night 
series. But it was Martin and 
Lewis who sparked the program 
for the best returns. Scripter Ace 
handed them lines perfectly suited 
.to their unique brand of zanyism 
and, with both Miss Bankhead and 
Hope as foils, they sold it solidly. 


Duo also teamed with Hope in the , 


George Fisher will follow the progress of a motion picture in proe 
duction by installing his tape recorder on the set of “Two Tickets to 
Broadway” at RKO. Each week he'll use a segment of the tape on his 
CBS program and follow through at the preview and splash opening, 
It has never been done before, although scads of gossipers have re- 
ported on picture making and the Hollywood scene....NBC’s Bud 
Barry winged in for “The Big Show” to help Producer Dee Engelbach 
keep the temperamental stars in line....KFI just did get under the 
wage freeze wire to pass out increases to key men. They remembered 
that during the last war they lost many of their key men, who took 
better paying jobs at other stations when salaries were frozen.... 
Mort Lewis pulled out as head writer after four years with Ralph 
Edwards on “Truth or Consequences”....Vick Knight, now heading 
up his own ad agency, landed the Mills Music account....Jack Benny 
making a tour of Army hospitals in the Frisco bay area to spread a 
little Christmas cheer....Howard Meighan passing the holidays en 
famille in the east... Frank Samuels moved up Dorothy Roe as spot 
sales manager at KECA....Pat Campbell took a flier to Yuma, Ariz. 
and came back with KYMA as a Don Lee affiliate....Dick Graham, 
NBC resident attorney, and Beb Hope, sneaked off to Palm Springs 
to untangle some contractual legal knots....Steve Slesinger withdrew 
.“Red Rider” from Lagendorf (bread) sponsorship on Don Lee when 
the client demanded an option for TV but refused to pay royalty 
rights. Langendorf apparently doesn’t know that Esty paid up to $3,000 
a week royalty for use of “Blondie” for one of its radio elients.... 
Bobbe Valentine left CBS publicity for another connection and was 
replaced by Bob Bowen, late of Coll-Friedman....No less than a half 
dozen agencies are pitching for the Eastside beer account, whose an- 
nual billing runs to $1,500,000. 


final segment for a funny satire on | 


a male version of Clare Booth 
Luce’s legiter-film, “The Women,” 
which had been done straight ear- 
‘lier in that segment by Miss Bank- 
head, Dorothy McGuire and De- 
borah Kerr. 

Show originated in Hollywood, 


which gave NBC a chance to re-| 


cruit members of the Actors Co., 
represented by the Misses McGuire 
and Kerr. (‘Actors Co. becomes 
permanent fixture after fifst of 
year.) Others in the guest lineup 
also registered strongly. Phil Har- 
ris walked on ‘he was supposedly 
on his way to his ewn show) to 
indulge in the comedics and plug 
his record bestseller, “The Thing.” 
Louis Armstrong imparted an ex- 
tra flavor to his lines with that 
gravel voice and, natch, excelled 


with his trumpeting. Frankie 
Laine sold a_ single tune in his 
usual dramatic style. Meredith 


Willson and his oreh and chorus | 


sounded fine in their own work 
and backed the other musical turns 
solidly. 


Martha Lou Harp. radio new- 
comer, is one of those surprise 
, Singers one occasionally hears in 
dialing at random. A 
blues warbler, Miss Harp is on 
Mondays at 9 p.m. for 15 minutes 
in a solo sustainer (ABC). She's 
a distinct ear-arrester as she goes 
through slow blues like “Blue 
Moon” and “Baby, Won't You 
Please Come Home,” all in the 
same tempo. Her voice is basically 
rich, with lush middle tones. 
There’s the suggestion of lack of 
experience, but that certainly is no 
handicap. Miss Harp Jooks like a 
radio and disking comer if handled 
| right. 


throaty, | 


‘its dramatie telling. 


IN CHICAGO eee 


For the 2lst consecutive vear, WLS is distributing its ‘Family 
Album” promotion booklet. Press run this year has been upped to 
45,000 for the self-liquidating promotion piece which sells for 50c 
Jack Carey, WIND staff announcer, exits indie to join the Chi staff of 
the Progressive Broadcasting System. He's being replaced at WIND 
by Ray Wheat up from WJIM, Lansing, Mich.....James Stirten, Chi 
_ABC sales manager, in N. Y. on biz last week....Charles Barry, NBC 
program veepee, and John Herbert, AM sales chief, here conferring 
with Chi NBC execs....Toni ad chief Don Nathanson has been named 
radio chairman of the Chicago Heart Ass’n’s 1951 fund-raising cam- 
paign... .Jim Morgan of the Raymond R. Morgan Hollywood agency 
in town for huddles with Mutual execs....Rodney Sanders, Zenith 
Radio publicity assistant, entered the armed services. ...Chirper Eileen 
Barton guested on ABC's “Junior Junction” Saturday (16)....Harry 
LaBrum was elected to board of directors and Rollie Sherwood was 
named veepee in charge of sales for Hallicrafters....Nerm Berry's 
morning news show on WMAQ was renewed for 52 weeks by Metro- 
politan Life....Bob Breeckman is new member of WENR’s spot sales 
department ...Roy Starkey has joined WCFL as a folk music disk 
jockey.... Dave Moore, former Chi CBS publicity director, has joined 
the sales staff at KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis. 








HUMAN ADVENTURE SERIES 


were highlighted Ike 
(The Great Plains) ghlighted by related folk 


( songs, neatly rendered by bal- 

With Oscar Brand, Florence Mar- ladeer Oavar Brand. Preqem. 
cus, Robert Gladstone, Jack transcribed, was narrated, with 
Tureen, Philip Wolf, Arthur certain situations dramatized. 
Seelen, Mark Gordon; Paul Her-| Difficulties spotlighted were of 


linger, narrator; announcer, a familiar pattern to oater fans. 

Jack Curtis These included battles with the In- 
Producer-director: Jerry Sandler | dians, the fight waged between the 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. | homesteaders and cattlemen, short- 
Sustaining — | age of water and other handicaps. 
WNYC, N. Y. 'Cast performed well, with Paul 
| WNYC'’s “Human Adventure Herlinger’s narration setting the 


Series” last Wednesday (13) had as PFOPer mood. Gros. 


‘its motif the development of the | 





Portland, Ore.—Val Linder, KEX 


West. Labeled “The Great Plains,” /announcer-producer for the past 
yarn provided an effective sum- three years, assumes the sition 
mation of the difficulties encoun- of continuity acceptance director, 


tered by pioneers of that territory. 
| Seript was given added punch via 
Incidents 


replacing Hal Bratsberg, who re- 
Signed to accept a position with 
'KING-TV in Seattle. 
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On the Bonus Front 


CBS alone of the four major networks is handing out Christmas 
honuses to employees this year. 


wwe been given an extra week’s salary, 


Upwards of 2,000 Columbians 
with the network, for 


‘he first time in several years, cutting across union lines and even 


including the approximate 600 members of the Radio Guild. 
recent years the web had bypassed the unionites, 


In 
(CBS winds up 


() with near-record radio billings.) 


NBC, | 
" t out this season, 
riidas 


are the major 


which distributed bonuses of a week's pay last year, 


will 


with a memo circulating the network last 
stating that the heavy television costs during the past year 
contributing factor 


in the no-bonus edict (Web 


is up with an approximate $2,500,000 TV deficit for 1950. Radio 
ngs also show a loss this year compared with 1949.) 


ABC 


hasn’t passed out a bonus in some years 


Mutual, by vir- 


tue of its _ cooperativ e setup, makes no » such provisions. 











Flock of Clients Set for Xmas 


AM-TV Shows, With Variegated Fare 


Even as radio and television are¢ 


ng up to the holiday season 
special Yuletide programs, 
look set for solid 
ercial holiday biz. 
\mong the bankrollers coming 
in jor holiday airers are: 
\iutual Benefit and Health Assn., 
" h will back “Mutual Calling” 


some 


1 
ne 
J MNS 


on MBS Monday (25) from 2-3 p.m. 
On this show GIs in the Korean 
theatre will exchange greetings 
with relatives in the U. S. by short- 
wave hookups. Web's “Christmas 
Carol” with Lionel Barrymore had 
previously inked A. O. Smith Corp. 
{to sponsor, 

In video, NBC-TY is benefiting 

om the “Unele Milty” co-opera- 
tive show starring Milton Berle 

i Christmas Day, 3-4 p.m., which 
is being backed via the Kieseweeter 
Agency by top department stores 


ss the country, including Abra- 
ham & Straus in N. Y., Hutzler'’s in 
Baltimore, 


Joseph Horne in Pittsburgh, etc. 





Hecht’s in Washington, |! 


Same web is also getting Coca-Cola 
coin for “One Hour in Wonder- | 
land,” the Walt Disney airer on} 
which clips of his famous cartoon | 


pix will be included, 


| 


On CBS-TV, Longines is backing | 


the 


p.m., 


Christmas Day Festival, 
Which will include the Sym- 


Continued on page 32) 


BAB Circulation Survey Of 
Eight Top U.S. Mags Seen 
Aid to Radio, Television 


Radio and television industries 
are expected to take biz away from 
nalional magazines through the 
“County by County Comparison 
‘lagazine Circulation” which 
Mroadcast Advertising Bureau has 
just issued, 

Massive tome collates the circu- 
lation figures for eight top mags— 
Woman's Home Companion, Col- 
American magazine, Satur- 
day Evening Post, Ladies Home 
Journal, 
and Look. Armed with this data, 
stauvions and nets will be able to 
make immediate comparisons of 
radio or tele circulation with mag- 
azine audiences. Using Broadcast 
\leasurement Bureau figures for 
counties in station coverage areas, 
BAB suggests, should yield “‘star- 

ling results.” 

In his foreword, BAB director 
‘fugh M. P. Higgins points out that 
‘ie mag circulation figures “repre- 
Sent once-a-week or even once-a- 
inonth impressions. x2adio, as you 
know, can make multiple impres- 
sions Within a single day which 

ves a new and greater dimension 
‘oO radio advertising.” 

Material should also be helpful, 
liggins adds, in convincing local 

“ps of national advertisers to urge 

4 logically greater investment of 

Nattonal ad budgets in spot radio.” 
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a Jersey City 





AM and TI: 
Still a Great Sister Act 


says 
Joseph H. McConnell 
(President of NBC) 
e * & 
one of the many editorial features 
- in the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


WHOM's Transter 
To Gotham Seen 











Bankroller Bait 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
WHOM's long battle to be iden- 
tified as a New York rather 


won last week. Victory is expect- 


,ed to pay off in coin from potential 


Country Gentleman, Life | 


in talking up radio and tele as. 


compared with printed media, 
roadcasters stress the argument 


Ul iat mag circulation doesn’t neces- | 


sarily mean that a particular adver- 


‘isemnent is seen by all the publica- | 


tion's readers. On the contrary, 
‘hey point out, ratings garnered by 


AM and TV shows give a truer pic- | 


‘ure, because a person listening 
‘0 @ pregram can’t easily avoid 
“Xposure to the sponsor's message. 


bankrollers whom, the indie feels, 
shied away because they considered 
it a suburban rather than a Gotham 
outlet. 

‘Station has also bought WMCA- 
FM for $7,500, subject to FCC ap- 
proval. The FM adjunct had been 
slated to go to Storecast, Inc., but 


delay in FCC's okay nixed that 
deal.) 

With Comrs. Paul Walker and 
Edward Webster dissenting, the, 


FCC granted the station’s applica- 
tion to move its main studios from 
Jersey City to Manhattan. 
lv, the outlet has been broadcast- 
ing most of its programs from its 
New York studios and no removal 
will be required. But the Commis- | 
sion action will permit WHOM to 
close its Jersey City studios 
use as its call henceforth WHOM, 
New York. The station is owned 
by the family of the late Generoso 
Pope. 

Commission action was based on 
the fact that WHOM has been pro- 
gramming for years primarily for 
the foreign language audience in 
New York and that it has been 
operating, in effect, as a New York 
station. 

WHOM 


had previously been 


turned down in a proposed deci-| 


sion on the question. Later, when 
it planned to purchase the facili- 
ties of WINS, it withdrew its re- 
moval application. When the deal 
on WINS fell through, it resub- 
mitted its application. 


Nielsen’s Top 10 
(Nov. 5-11) 
Lux Radio Theatre (CBS) 20.8 








Jack Benny (CBS)...... 18.9 
Amos 'n’ Andy (CBS).... 17.6 
Edgar Bergen (CBS).... 16.8 
Fibber & Molly (NBC).. 14.8 
Godfrey's Talent (CBS)...13.8 
Mr. Chameleon (CBS).. .13.6 
Our Miss Brooks (CBS).. 13.4 
My Friend Irma (CBS).. 13.3 
Red Skelton (CBS)..... 13.2 


than | 
station was finally | 


Actual- | 


and) 


PAULEY CLAIM 





Washington, Dec. 


i; Some doubt as to ak a 
| FCC will approve the record 
$12,320,000 Don Lee radio-TV deal, 
has been raised here by a squabble 
between the successful and unsuc- 
cessful bidders for the stations. 

Milliénaire oilman Ed Pauley, 
who participated in a syndicate 
which had bid $11,200,000 for the 
properties, charged last week that 
General Tire & Rubber, in rais- 
ing the ante by $1,795,000, is pay- 
ing an amount which indicates 
“trafficking in frequencies.” 

General Tire came right back 
and accused Pauley of trying to de- 
lay or block approval of the sale 
in the hope of getting another 
chance to bid on the package. It 
pointed out that if the sale con- 
tract for the properties fails to get 
FCC approval within a prescribed 
period, Pauley’s bid could again be 
entered. 

Pauley questooned the Don Lee 
sale in a petition filed by his com- 
pany, Television California, in 
which he asked the Commission, 
before passing on the transaction, 
to dismiss an application for TV 
channel No. 





2 in San Francisco, | 


|AM-TV Role in Nat'l Crisis Vague Yet; 





Niles Trammell 
NBC Board Chairman 
discusses 


Formula for the 


Future—Change 
* * * 
an interesting byline piece in the 


15th 


Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


Xmas Spirit Turns 
Hot Mutual Board 
Meet Into Lovetest 











which the agency had held in re-| 


serve for Lee while it was investi- 
gating possible violations of its 


chain broadcasting regulations. Lee , 


was cleared last May and his li- 
censes renewed, but no disposition 
could be made of the application 
because of the freeze. 

Pauley’s company has a TV ap- 
plication pending in Frisco. If the 
Commission should refuse the pur- 
chasers of the Don Lee proper- 


ties “grandfather” rights to the 
channel, three instead of two 


channels would become availnble to 
applicants contesting for video in 
Frisco when the freeze is lifted. 
Tele California’s petition stated 
that when General upped its ori- 
ginal $10,525,000 bid for the pack- 
‘age, a new agreement was made 
| with CBS, which is to get the Don 
Lee video station, KTSL, in Los 
Angeles. It suggested that the 
Commission look into the original 
‘agreement, to determine 
group supplied the additional 
funds and for what “assets” the 
funds were supplied. “If a sub- 
' stantial sum is being paid by Gen- 


eral Tire in the hope of stepping . 
into Don Lee’s shoes in San Fran- | 


cisco,” it asserted, “the Cominission 
would be confronted with a clear 
case of trafficking. not inlicenses 
or construction permits, but in 


mere applications for television fa- | 
| 


cilities.’ 
The petition also pointed out 
that under the sale agreement, 


(Continued on page 33) 





ACTORS CO. ‘BIG SHOW’ 
DEAL HITS L.A.-N.Y. SNAG 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Actors Co. deal to supply “Big 
Show” with star names for a 13- 
week period has hit a geographic 
roadblock. Originations from N. Y. 
{stymied the original plan. So re- 
vised deals calls for guestars only 
when program is broadcast from 
Hollywood. 

Next Coast origination is Feb. 17, 
at which time as yet unselected 
names will appear in a dramatic 
vignette. 


Pabst Buys All-Pro Grid 
Game for 350 Stations 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
; Pabst will sponsor the All-Star 
|pro bowl football game scheduled 
for the Coliseum Jan. 14 on 350 
stations. Charity game may also 
be filmed and reduced to half-hour 
‘of highlights for televising several 
nights later around the country. 





Local video deal has been re-,| 
Broadcast on | 
Pabst Blue Ribbon net comprises | 
stations on Liberty-chain, WMGM | 


fused by promoters. 


in N. Y., Inter-Mountain chain and | 
'AFRS. Harry Wismer and Sant | 
‘Balter will be at mikes. 


which | 


| time. 


Last week’s meeting of the 
Mutual board of directors resolved 
itself into a lovefest, with the an- 
ticipated jockeying - for - position 
among the _ well-heeled owner- 
stockholders failing to materialize. 
Major business was accepting with 
regrets the resignation of Lewis 
Allen Weiss from the board (of 
which he was former chairman), 
and okaying budgetary items. 
(Weiss retired from the Don Lee 
setup on the Coast following its 
sale to the Yankee Network inter- 
ests for $12,000,000). 

The scheduled realignment of 
stockholder factions to determine 
where dominant control of Mutual 
will eventually rest, now that Yan- 
kee has moved into the forefront, 
didn’t come off. Policy dictates 
that the board must wait until the 
FCC okays the Don Lee transfer 
to Yankee. 

While nothing happened last 
week, it’s merely viewed as a post- 
ponement of an inevitable squaring 
off, probably at the February meet- 
ing of the board. 


FCC Okays 11 New 
AM Authorizations 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

| The FCC had a busy time last 
week grinding out permits for new 
AM radio stations. Altogether, 





‘tions, all but three for daytime out- 
| lets. 
Fulltime 250 watters were auth- 


‘orized for East Rainelle, W. Va., Mt. | 


Jackson, Va., and Sparta, Wis. Day- | 
time permits were granted for sta- 
tions in Paris, Ill, Matewan, W., 
Va., Ft. Valley, Ga., Lake Wales, 
Fla., Carrollton, Ala., Georgetown, 
Del., Waycross, Ga., and Marlin, 
Tex. 

The Commission also authorized 
several daytime stations to go full- 
Included were WSCR in 
Scranton, Pa., and WKAP in Allen- 
town, Pa. 

In addition, six applications for 
new stations were designated for 
‘hearing. 


Jon Arthur Expands 


Jon Arthur, whose two-hour “No 
School Today” stanza has hypoed 
ABC’s Saturday morning lineup, 
has been inked by program topper 
Leonard Reeg to do a cross-the- 
board kid strip on the web, from 
5-5:30 p.m. Airer will preem 
Jan. 8. 











Hoohoo, Tallu 


Bob Hope’s two-word critique 
on Tallulah Bankhead as fem- 
' cee of the Sunday night NBC 
“Big Show”: 

“Girl Berle.” 


TR AFFICKING' Brass Briefed in DC. on Emergency 


Washington, Dec. 
There’s lots of talk here eo 
radio and television will be called 
on to play an important role in 
the current national emergency, 
but how the job will be done and 


who will do it is still to be deter- 
mined. Top broadcasting industry 
brass, after a high-level briefing 
here last week on the military sit- 
uation, agreed that it’s time to get 
together for a “working opera- 
tion.” They will meet shortly after 
the first of the year to discuss 
“specific plans” for assisting Gov- 
ernment in whatever tasks are as- 





the | 
‘agency handed out 11 authoriza- | 


signed them. 


An agency similar to the World 


War II OWI Domestic Radio Bu- 
reau, which served as a clearing 
house ‘for allocating Government 
campaigns to. stations and net- 
works, is regarded as a_ distant 
possibility. Currently, the Adver- 
tising Council, which has in its 
staff some former OWl'ers, is con- 
tinuing where OWI left off. It 


may well provide the nucleus for a 
larger operation. 

After conferences last week with 
President Truman, Sec. of State 
Dean Acheson, Sec. of Defense 
George C. Marshall, and Sec. of 
Commerce Charles Sawyer, mem- 
bers of the new Broadcast Ad- 
visory Council were impressed 
that there is an important morale 
iob to be done on the home front. 
But, as NAB prexy Justin Miller, 
their chairman, explained, only “ 
beginning” has been made and fure 
ther meetings are necessary. 

No Controls Seen 

The 19-member Council, which 
was formed at the request of the 
White House, was assured by 
President Truman that the Admin- 
istration anticipates no controls of 
broadcasting beyond the voluntary 
cooperation extended by the in- 
dustry in World War II. He 
stressed the importance of main- 
taining morale and expressed his 
conviction that the public would 
rally to any task in the common 
good if given the facts. The Presi- 
dent also thanked the members 
for organizing themselves so ex- 
peditiously. 

Secretary Acheson emphasized 
the need for calmness in the pres- 
‘ent situation and solicited the aid 
of broadcasters in presenting the 
news on the current crisis in face 
tual, dispassionate fashion. Later, 
through his aides, he asked the 
council to consider as soon as pose 
sible ways of providing closer liai- 
ison between the State Dept. and 
the broadcasters. 

General Marshall reiterated the 


(Continued on page 33) 





‘Wright, Cummings to Head 
‘Cavalcade’ Texas Airer 


On Big Gusher’s 50th Anni 


Orange, Tex., Dec. 19. 

Film stars Robert Cummings 
and Teresa Wright will play the 
leading roles in an original radio 
story of the discovery of oil at 
Spindletop to be broadcast from 
this area next month on the Du- 
Pont “Cavaleade of America.” 

Announcement was made by 
D. B. Campbell, manager of the 
DuPont plant here, whose 1.700 
employees will play host to “Caval- 
cade” when the broadcast and three 
performances of the show are 
staged in City Auditorium in Beau- 
mont, Tex., Jan. 7-9. 

Cummings has been cast as Capt. 
Anthony F. Lucas, Austrian-born 
geologist and engineer who discov- 
ered Spindletop. Miss Wright will 
play the part of his wife, Mrs. Caro- 
line Fitzgerald Lucas, whose faith 
bolstered the determination of her 

husband and his small band of 
associates in pioneering the Texas 
| petroleum industry. 

Performances and broadcast of 
_“Spindletop” will come on the eve 
/of the official opening of the cele- 
‘bration in Beaumont, Jan. 10, of 
ithe 50th anniversary of the bring- 
‘ing in of the Lucas gusher. 
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CBS Coy on RCA Demonstration in D.C. 
But Case for Color Seen Advanced 


, Washington, Dec. 19. * 
With a decision imminent by the 
Chicago federal court on the 
validity of the FCC color tele- 
vision action, CBS has been play- 
ing it very coy on what it thinks 
of RCA’s improved system. CBS 





‘Man About Town’ Format 
For Paul Lukas TV Show 


Paul Lukas, featured in the cur- 


[ROBERT Q. VICTIM 
OF CLIENT GRABS 


CBS-TV, with several bankroll- 
ers interested in buying participa- 
tions in its daytime Robert Q. 
Lewis strip, is having trouble 
wrapping up the deal because 
other sponsors are encroaching on 
his time. 
| Lewis show originally was aired 





Nat'l Emergency Seen Setting Back 
Tele Freeze at Least Till Summer 





Mindy Carson Regular 





When the Ford-sponsored Jack 


brought down some of its top brass 
for a special demonstration here 
Friday (15). RCA sent down a 
larger delegation, including four 
legalites, just in case CBS said 
something. 

But CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
issued one of those statements 
which provided no occasion for re- 
ply. He said: “In view of the pend- 


rent Broadway musical, “Call Me 
Madam,” has been pacted by indie 
talent and production agent John 
Gibbs to star in a weekly, 15-min- 
ute television package. To be titled 
“Man About Town,” the show will 
have Lukas dispensing chitchat 
about show business and interview- 
ing guest personalities. 

Gibbs this week also signed Nina 


from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. cross-the- Haley TV show preems on NBC 
board. Procter & Gamble then Jan. 4, as successor to the Kay 
picked up the 2:30 to 2:45 p.m. | Kyser program, Mindy Carson will 


tabbed “Ford Star Revue,’ same 


“on Tac ”? ; ‘ea ~*B 
First 100 Years.” This week, CBS title as applied last summer when 


sold the 3 to 3:15 p.m. slot Thurs- Haley was subbing for Kyser. Miss 
days to Hudson Paper Napkins,' Carson is currently in the Perry 
| which will sponsor a TV version of ; Como show, but checks off. 

“Bride and Groom” starting Jan.| Carl Hoff will conduct the orch. 


] Washington, Dec. 19. 


While FCC television allocation 
hearings are going forward as per 
schedule, there’s little expectation 


For Haley Ford Airer i here, in view of the national emer- 


gency, that the freeze will be lifted 
by summer, as earlier anticipated. 
Rather, it’s taken for granted, it 
will be a long time before the lid’s 


off on new station construction. 
segment five days a week to air its go in as a regular. Show will be 


However, the Commission will 
resume its allocation hearings Jan. 
15 to receive more testimony on 
the petition of the educators to set 
aside channels in both the VHF 
and UHF bands for non-commer- 
cial stations. Soon afterwards, the 





agency will get down to the busi- 
iness of considering specific chan- 
{nel allocations for various cities, 


Foch and Wendy Barrie for exclu- | 25. Hudson may also put the pro- | 
sive handling on radio and TV. |gram into the same slot on Tues- 


ing litigation, we do not believe 
that it is appropriate to comment 








“The FCC report explicitly pro- 
vides for consideration of new or 
systems. If RCA _ be- 
lieves that its system has been 
sufficiently improved to warrant 
adoption, it can ask formally for 
further consideration. If in fact 
the RCA proves by this procedure 
that it is so improved as to qualify 
for further consideration, the vari- 
ous claims and observations which 
have thus far been reported can 
be dealt with in an orderly manner 
and through witnesses under oath 
and subject to cross-examination.” 

However, the court decision did 
not prevent the questions arising 
from the RCA _ demonstrations 
from being discussed here Sunday 
night (17) in a round-table on 
WWDC. Chairman Edwin C. John- 
son of the Senate Commerce Com- 


improved 


Rating Services 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


tions are expected to get behind 
KTTV’s demand for an investiga- 
tion of rating services in the area. 
Station has asked the Advertising 
Agency Association of America, 
Southern California Advertising 
Agency Association and the South- 
ern California Broadcasters Asso- 
ciation to set up a committee to 
study the books and procedures of 
C. E. Hooper, Tele-Que and Video- 
dex. 

_Stations, all of whom are known 


All Los Angeles television sta- | 


is finding it difficult to tie down 
the Lewis show to a steady opera- 
tion. Sales department, as a re- 
sult, is having trouble lining up 
cross-the-board strips to pitch to 
sponsors. 


| 





CPL Displays New Kine 
Recording Process, Other 
Video Studio Equipment 


New kinescope recording process, 
in which an electronic control is 


‘said to provide the best picture 


quality yet devised for TV tran- 
scriptions, was unveiled last week 
by General Precision Labs. New 
recorder basically is just a TV re- 
ceiver combined with a 16m film 


on the RCA demonstration we have erick all the euteide activity, Cae | A Nixes Coast 
he FCC LA. Unhappy Over sss: asst ite 
ppy Hourly Scale Plan 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


day (Tues.) for a television thesp 
contract on the Coast following 
| Television Authority's rejection of 
a proposal that an hourly pay scale 
|be established. Plan had been ad- 
vanced by five local telestations 
jas an alternative to the TVA plan 





Negotiations will be resumed to- | 


|for a pay scale based on program | 


structure. 

Hourly proposal, which stations 
said was worked out so that a per- 
former working a short bit on an 
hour-long show wouldn’t receive 
more than another performer work- 


ing an entire 15 minute show as a | 








and proposals for minimizing the 
intermingling of VHF and UHF 
stations in particular areas. 

FCC, it’s pointed out, has no 
power to continue the freeze after 
it has worked out the allocation 
and interference problems. That’s 
the responsibility of other agen- 
cies concerned with use of mate- 
rials and manpower. But should 
the defense agencies ban the use 
of steel and electronic equipment 
for new TV stations, FCC would 
probably issue an order, as it did 
in World War II, giving effect to 
such restrictions. 

Drain On Materials 

Depending on military require- 
ments and their effect on receiver 
production, it’s possible some ef- 
fort will be made to allow a lim- 
ited number of stations to be cone 
structed, particularly in areas not 
yet served by television. Whether 


mittee: Stuart Bailey, a Washing- to be dissatisfied with the sur- camera, but the electronic design single, was rejected following a ; : 4 

ton consulting engineer who was|vey systems, would contribute |is claimed to eliminate much of meeting of both local and national Hea pec pad ge ee 
a member of a Senate advisory the funds for the investigation. |the fuzziness, garbled sound and TVA boards. | But it fs not considered likely at 
committee on color, and Henry | Committee would check the au-/ washed-out lighting which have | present that the Government 
Fisher, Washington lawyer, par- thenticity of each survey and if it plagued most kinescoped shows un- GEN MILLS BUY TIME would allow hundreds of applica 
ticipated. determines none is satisfactory the til now. e 9 


From Here, Where? 

When asked “where do we go 
from here?” in view of RCA’s im- 
provements, Johnson replied: ‘The 
question isn’t where to go from 
here, but where does RCA go from 
here. RCA hasn’t made an appli- 
cation for an opportunity to be| 
heard on an improved system of | 
color.” 


stations will try to work out a new 
system. 


RANSOM SHERMAN CHI 
SHOW DUE FOR JAN. AXE 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Unless NBC comes up with a 





GPL engineers at the same time 
displayed what's believed to be the 
first video film projector designed 
for use with an image orthicon 
camera, instead of the old-type 
iconoscopes employed for most TV 
film transmission. Also unveiled 
was a new image orth camera chain 
with a motor driven iris, which ad- 
justs light apertures instantly to 


BUT STILL LACKS SHOW 


| 


General Mills takes over a cream | 


evening time segment Friday night 
(22) on CBS-TV but has not yet 
found a program for the slot. 
“Client for the first week, conse- 


quently, will reprise one of the | 


| 





tions accumulated since the freeze 
to be translated into stations, with 
consequent drain or essential ma- 
terials. 

Regardless of whether stations 


(Continued on page 33) 


INT'L SILVER BUYS 





ennbas are P : ; +43 -¢ ig | Lone Ranger’ vidpix, which it 

Johnson was asked whether he Sponsor beforehand, Ransom Sher- | changing light conditions and so is | he ’ ty I y 

had seen the improved system. | ™Man’s afternoon tele show is due said to eliminate the need for the — Thursday nights on ABC B FURNESS SHOW 
“Yes.” he said, “and I was very for the axe Jan. 12 at the end of cameraman to reach around to the |‘ Tn ; Personalities in show biz and 
much impressed with it the current cycle. Cast of the Chi-|front of the unit for manual ad-| , Time slot is the 9:30 to 10 pe-| other fields will detail how they 


They've really made great progress. | Originated, half-hour  cross-the- 


justment of the iris. 


,riod un alternate Fridays, half of 


first got their starts in a new tele- 


] é ; ; : rhs : .q.|the full hour vacated two weeks | visi h k b 
But I think they've made this | board was notified of the pending; While present kinescope record- | © . ’ vision show packaged by Lester 
progress because they've been | cancellation Friday (15). Now that ers also team a film camera with a ago by —— ox. Other half-hour | Lewis Productions. Titled “Success 
under the whip of CBS. They the web is off the hook on the video receiver, they synchronize | ®VeTy second week is to be “Char- Story,” the 15-minute daytime pro- 


| Kate Smith daytimer, hope here is 
|that the N. Y. salesmen will put 
|more effort on the Sherman strip, 
'to salvage’ it before the cutoff 
_ date. 


(Continued on page 33) 


DON HOLLENBECK TELE 





NEWSCAST FOR NORWICH week sustaining ride in‘the 6 to. 


6:30 p.m. slot during the summer 


; é and moved to the 2 to 2:30 period 
in ae ae i ag a a /in October as the opening segment 


roundup, featuring newscaster Don of NBC's afternoon programming. 
Hollenbeck. It’s to be aired in 


the 11 to 11:15 period, starting Jan. | Durochers, Price Set For 


‘: Video Guesters by ATC 


Time segment is currently oc- 
cupied by the “Robert Q. Lewis 

Vincent Price, Laraine Day and 
Arnold Bakers. When the bread! her husband Leo Durocher, Dick 


Show,” which is bankrolled by 
firm decided to bow out, Benton & | Foran and Barbara Britton are 
Bowles, agency on the account, re-| among the latest batch of names 
Norwich, another of its clients. for video guesters. ATC is a com- 
bine of 50-odd agents and personal 
DuMont Woos Kupcinet ing Coast personalities mainly on 
| eastern tele shows. 
| Martin, will be booked on several 
Chicago, Dec. 19. | CBS-TV stanzas as part of that 
Kupcinet, Sun-Times columnist, to | due Jan. 5. 
emcee a half-hour variety show.| Barbara Britton, agented by 
from WGN-TV, Chi DuMont out-| Robert Montgomery show and 
let, and will be patterned after the | “Leave It to the Girls.” Foran, 


tained the slot and pitched it to pacted by Agents Television Corp. 
management outfits which is plac- 

For Chi Variety Emcee The Durochers, repped by Marty 
DuMont is negotiating with Irv | web’s block booking plan. They’re 
Scribe’s web venture will originate’ Tom Somlyo, was signed for the 
local vaudeo series he’s been em- handled by Lou Rantz, arrived 


Norwich Pharmacal Co. this 











ceeing on the station for William! Thursday (14) and Price, handled | 


A. Lewis stores. Latter show, “Re-| by Edington Cloutman, 
quest Performances,” was dropped yesterday (Tues.). 
by the sponsor last week. 
DuMont show, slated to teeoff 
the latter part of January, would 
go into either the 5:30 or 6:30 
Sunday p.m. slot. Show is a W. B.| > 
Doner agency package. 


arrived 





‘Screen Test’ Revamp 


ABC-TV’s “Hollywood Screen 
est” has switched from a policy 
of original scripts to dramatizations 
'of short stories. The Lester Lewis 





| package, which 





Murray Into Berle Spot 


“Texaco Star Theatre” on NBC. 


has dipped into the CBS roster of 
comics to sub for Milton Berle, 
when comic takes a vacation for 
two weeks. Ken Murray has been 
pacted to work the Jan. 2 pro- 
gram. 


Replacement for the Jan. 9 show | 


fs still to be set. 


Ironrite recently 
expanded by 17 outlets, will air an 
adaptation of James Thurber’s 


“Many Moons” on Christmas Day, | 


with John Carradine starred, and 
on New Year’s Day will do a Her- 
man Sudermann classic, “Confes- 
sion.” 

Stanza is buying adaptations of 
yarns by D. H. Lawrence and other 


} top writers, 


the TV image running at 30 frames 
per second with film’s 24 frames 
via a mechanical process. Accord- 
ing to GPL engineers, this resulted 
in much of the fuzziness usually 
seen on kinescopes. In the GPL 
recorder, the video tube is shut- 
tered electronically during the frac- 
tion of a second the film moves 
from one frame to another. As a 
result, each frame of film consti- 
tutes a separate photograph in it- 
‘self and gets a full exposure. 

| GPL’s electronic counter was 
described as being so sensitive that 
it has an accuracy down to one- 
half of one line. Since each TV 
frame has 525 lines, ther2 are 15,- 
750 lines which flash across a re- 
‘ceiving tube in a second. GPL 
recorder adds sound simultaneously 
with the picture, priuting both on 
a single film strip. 

Another new piece of equipment 
revealed by GPL is a remote con- 
,trol unit, which will reportedly 
permit placement of cameras in 
hitherto dangerous and inaccessible 
locations. Cameras tied in with 
the system are controlled via an 
| electrical connection with the con- 
trol panel, which can be placed at 
any distance convenient to the di- 
rector. 


LEDERER PACTED FOR 





| MIDNIGHT MYSTERIOSOS | trienas'to'Sce the program and re 


Actor Francis Lederer has been | 
signed by NBC to narrate the pro- | 


‘jected “Midnight Mystery” series, 


which is to occupy the 12:05 to 
12:30 p.m. slot cross-the-board. 
Web is currently pitching an audi- 
tion film on the show to agencies 
and potential sponsors, but will not 
put the series on the air until it 
is sold. 

Present plans are to utilize fea- 
ture film oldies with a mystery mo- 
tif. These are to be broken down 
into three segments, with one to. 
be aired each night on three suc- | 
ceeding nights. As a result, the: 
show will be something in the form | 


' 


} of a serial, 


lie Wild, Private Eye.” Two shows 
|are to alternate with “Ford The- 
|atre,” which retains the full 9 to 
|10 p.m. slot. Agency for GM is 
| Knox-Reeves. 


NLRB Clears SDG 
Of Unfair Charge Rap 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Regional NLRB director Howard 
| Lebaron has dismissed, for lack of 
evidence, Radio Television Direc- 
,ters Guild charges that the Screen 


Directors Guild is guilty of unfair 
‘labor practices during hearings on 
| television directors at KECA-TV 

Decision was reported to meet- 
ing of the SDG television members, 
who also heard that 70 vidfilm pro- 
;grams have signed Guild's 100° 
, guild shop contracts. 


-KPRC-TV’s Atom Show 
Pulls 125,000 Viewers 


Houston, Dec. 19. 








Thursdays 


gram is to be aired Tuesdays and 
starting in January 


under sponsorship of International 





| 


Silver. 

Betty Furness will be femcee and 
conduct the interviews, with three 
guests a week to be spotted. Web 
has not been set, but it’s expected 
the show will preem via ABC. For 
the bankroller, it’s the first TV 


_show since last year’s “Silver The- 


tre” series, aired via CBS-TV. 
Young & Rubicam is the agency, 


Mady Christians Show 
In CBS Teeoff Jan. 20 


With its initial television soap 
opera, “First 100 Years,” success- 





fully launched, CBS will tee off a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
i 
} 
} 
} 


new series Jan. 20 with the same 
general format. Titled “The Laura 
Gibson Show,” it will star legit 
actress Mady Christians in the title 
role, as a charitable woman con- 
tinually trying to help others. 
Show will be aired Saturday 
nights from 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. 


Houston televiewers were given where it will buck NBC video's 
a forecast of what could happen “One Man’s Family.” Gibson Re- 
to the south’s largest city in an | frigerators is the sponsor. 


atom bombing, in a dramatic pro- 
| gram presented by KPRC-TV and 
he city government. 

Mayor Oscar Holcombe, who had 


| 
| 
| 





Color Comes to Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
CBS began public demonstrations 


quested all TV retailers to in | Of color TV (14) in a Chestnut St. 
open late, estimated the heer twa store. The demonstrations started 


an audience of 125,000. Key de. | With a special public preview, at 


fense officials which no tickets were required. The 

portrayed the roles color demonstrations, which are to 

continue for an indefinite period, 
are held four times daily. 

Admission is by ticket, which 


they would actually play in event 
of an atom blast. According to the 
|Houston Post the results were 


| 


“frightening.” | 


i= a ee by applying in 
96 | writing to the demonstration head- 
65,700 L ville Sets | quarters or at the nearby Land 
Louisville, Dec. 19. | Title Bank. The color demonstra- 
With 27 out of 30 distributors re- tions are “line” showings confined 
porting, a certified publie account- ,to the display room. The color 
ant tabulation shows there were shows do not interfere with the 
65,700 television sets in the Louis- | regularly scheduled programing of 
ville area as of Nov. 30. | WCAU-TV, CBS-TYV local affiliate, 
That’s an increase of 5,508 for and televiewers cannot pick them 
the month of November. up on their receivers. 
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DETROIT VS. TV ‘KID ABUSES 





Lastfogel Mulls Securer Spot For 
TV Talent in ‘A-B-C-D’ Addenda ORCANIZED cTANT 


of the Wil-+¢ 


he Lastfogel, g.m. 
~ Morris agency, who flew back 
. Coast Monday (18) midnight 

i of schedule, due to the death 
from a heart ailment of WM veepee 
Johnny Hyde, is now concerned 
with insuring the talent future of 
television on a sounder basis. Con- 
that the Morris office’s 
is now 50% from TV— 
services the dominant 
NBC video shows—Lastfogel re- 
alizes that the trite “suest shot” 
formula is not the healthiest thing, 
. for the sturdiness of TV or 


) 
‘ 


Alii 


sidering 
business 
the agency 


eitie 
the acts 


ie foresees a diminution of the 


full-hour programs, even for the 
more socko Milton Berle, Eddie 
Cantor and Jimmy Durante (among 
\lorris clients). He is certaim that 
Fred Allen in a half-hour show 
will be surefire. Lastfogel recog- | 
nives that the paucity of talent is 
a major hurdle both for the Morris 
office and the business—that medi- 
oecre acts Which wouldn't rate | 

ening or deuce spots in the in- | 
re rmediary vaudeville circuits, find | 
themselves given spottings on ma- | 
jor variety programs. 

On the other hand, the impact 
of TV is something which leaves 
the most hardened stars wondering. 
Both permanent or guest talent on 
TV shows invariably are struck 
with the potency of their impact 
which, at first, leaves them won- 
dering because they know that 
they are no strangers to the pub- 
Lic \lost of them are time-hon- 
ored vaude personalities, who have 
scaled the radio and Hollywood 


height 
T\ work—if only one or 
(Continued on page 30) 


Chi TVA Hits Snag 


two 





In Station Talks 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 


Negotiations between Chi Tele-'| 


vision Authority and local tele sta- 
tions for a contract setting wage 
and working conditions for TV 
talent moved a step backward as 
the TVA board Monday (18) re- 
Jected the station’s counteroffers. 
Telecasters’ wage proposals pre- 
sented to the union last week were 
Characterized as “completely un- 
acceptable” 
Jones 

It was learned that the station 
execs counter-proposals set talent 
fee schedules at roughly 50° of 
TV A’s demands. Union’s original 
demands, presented to the tele- 


Casters several weeks ago, were | 


pegged at 80° of the national fees 
established by the network codes 
negotiated last month. 

Union is asking $56 for per- 
formers working a 15-minute show. 
Fee includes five hours of re- 
hearsals with extra rehearsals 
pegged at $4 per hour. Stations 


are offering $23.50 for a 15-minute 
Program, including an hour and a 
half rehearsal time. Extra run- 
a rough time would be $2.25 per 
our 


For the hour rate, TVA is seek- 
ing $136 with 22 hours of cuffo 
practice time and the stations have 
replied with an offer of $50 and 
three hours of rehearsals. 


mand for the same rate for off- 
Camera work as for on-camera per- 
formances, Station negotiators | 
want to set up two seales for the! 
Categories, 

(VA and station bargainers will 
meet again Friday (22). Stations 
involved are WNBQ (NBC), | 
WENR-TV (ABC), and indies WGN- 
TV and WBKB. 





Carlin to Maxwell Vice MCA 

Roger Carlin, who was one of 
the first percenters in the Music. 
Corp. of America television dept., 
resigned last week and will join 
Hobert Maxwell Associates. 


s, yet for some reason their | 


by TVA bargainer Ray. 


Another snag is the union's de-— 





Ken Murray 
discusses 
The Serious Side of 
Laughter 


* * * 


an interesting byline feature in the 


forthcoming 


45th 


Number 





Anniversary 
of 


VARIETY 











Lotsa Questions, 
But Few Answers 


On Educ! Teevee 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Question of how to realize the 
educational potentialities of tele- 





vision left delegates in something | 


of a dilemma after a_ three-day 
kickaround of the subject at the 


' 14th annual School Broadcast con | 
which ended here Thurs- | 


ference, 
day (14). 

General consensus of the educa- 
| tors was that video channels should 
be set aside for educational use. 
| but the specific financial aspects ot 
adapting video to school use ob- 
viously tempered the enthusiasm 
of the delegates. “Television would 
be a wonderful teaching aid, but 


(Continued on page 33) 





Settlement Likely On 
AT&T 4-Web Dispute 
In FCC Hearing Delay 


Washington, Dec. 19. 


Settlement of the dispute among 
,the four TV nets over American 
Telephone & Telegraph allocations 
‘of intercity video transmission fa- | 
cilities appeared to be virtually | 
‘certain, when the FCC again post- 
poned hearings on the case. Orig- 
inally scheduled for Dec. 11, the 
hearings have now been scheduled 
for Jan. 15. They had been previ- 
ously postponed a week. 





quently in an effort to work out a 
compromise. Last week, they ad- 
vised the Commission they have 


reached an agreement “upon cer- | 


tain principles and procedures to 


be followed by them in resolving | 
their .conflicting requirements for | 


intercity video transmission serv- 
ice.” 


Hearings were ordered by the 


Commission following a complaint , 


by DuMont that it received dis- 
criminatory treatment in current 
quarter quotas by AT&T, which it 
charged with 
CBS. DuMont has taken the posi- 
tion that the available channel fa- 
cilities should be allocated among 
the nets on an equal basis. 





| What! No Berle? 


Houston, Dec. 19. 

Program preferences were made 
known by 1,500 local television set 
owners to a questionnaire made 
available by KPRC-TV to more 
than 50,000 local viewers. 
| Trends established by the first 
500 answers received were 
‘tained throughout the rest of the 
survey, according to Jack Harris, 
general manager of the outlet. 

Local TV fans desired straight 
dramatic programs; mystery 
|drama; western drama; full length 


et 


can our public school systems af- | 
ford it?’’ was the big question in |, 


The nets have been meeting fre- | 


favoring NBC and |} 


main- | 


‘hh FATHERS IN 


Detroit, Dec. 19. 
There’s more on video than 
should meet the eyes of children 
and teenagers, Detro#’s Common 
| Council believes. Acting on “‘com- 
plaints by citizens and religious 
groups,” the Council unanimously 





a 
+> 


Clipp Moves to Clip Unscrupulous 





| approved appointment of a commit- | 


tee to: 


1. Receive and_screen complaints 


relative to TV programs. 


2. Contact sponsors of TV pro-| 


grams and advise them to cease 
production of objectionable fea- 
tures. 

3. Apply to the FCC for “aid in 


controlling this evil’ when spon-| 


sors fail to cooperate. 

Some TV programs, the resolu- 
tion said, “include acts, perform- 
ances and pictures of shady, sug- 
| gestive and objectionable charac- 
| ters.” Some programs, the resolu- 
tion continued, “glorify murders, 
| robberies—and burlesque ieeel 
ances.’ 
Wrestling, it added, sicoaiiiee| 
known as an act of skill and 
strength, now is a farcical produc- | 
|tion of choking, eye-gouging, hair- 
pulling and similar tactics of ay 
roughhouse nature.” 

Conceding that enforcement pow- | 
er over TV is held by the FCC, the | 
Council believes its committee can 
act as a powerful influence on that 
agency. 

The city clerk, acting corporation 
counsel, police commissioner and 
the superintendent of parks and 
recreation, were named to the com- 
mittee. Nine representatives of va- 
rious religious organizations will be 
appointed. 

Television is saving the lives of 
many Detroit children, in the opin- 
ion of James A. Hoye, traffic di- 


‘rector of the Detroit Police Dept. | 


He believes that a decrease in the 
number of children killed in traffic 
accidents may be due to the fact 
that so many are watching tele- 
vision after school is out. 

| He pointed to a decrease in the 
/number of Detroit children  be- 
| tween the ages of five and 14 who 
have been killed in traffic acci- 
dents this year. The decline oc- 





bey also despite the fact that | 


80,000 more autos travel Detroit 
' streets than in 1949, he added. 
“Maybe TV can mean ‘Traffic 
Victory’ to Detroit’s parents and 
| the police traffic division,” he said. 


BEN BLUE CHECKING OUT 
OF SINATRA TELE SHOW 





Mail Order Biz Via Close Scrutiny 





4 


Eddie Cantor 
details why 
Some of My Best 
Friends Are Guest 
Stars 


x*« * * 
an amusing byline piece in the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 





VARIETY 


Due Soon 











NBC Preems 8-H 


$1,000,000 Studio: 


Many Innovations 


Claimed to be the best-equipped 
and largest television studio in the 
country, NBC’s studio 8-H, in Radio 
'City, N. Y., was launched Monday 
night (18) with presentation of 
Robert Montgomery’s “Lucky 
Strike Theatre.” Once the domain 
of Arturo Toscanini and the NBC 
Symphony for their weekly radio 
broadcasts, the studio has been 
converted for video use in about 
three-and-a-half months at a cost 
to NBC of over $1,000,000. 

With overall measurements of 
70x140x30-feet, the studio is con- 
structed so that it can be used 
either for musical or variety shows 
with a stage, or stripped of the 
stage for dramatic presentations. 
Stage, when in use, will have a 
30-foot proscenium but has no ele- 
vation. As a result, the cameras 
can track unrestrictedly across the 
‘floor and not be confined to plat- 
forms, as in the standard studio 
theatres. 
the stage can be stripped in an 
hour-and-a-half and all the space 
converted to studio usage. 

One of the big features in 8-H 
is the extensive lighting system. 


All lights are hung on pipes indi- 


| 
| Ben Blue has turned in his no-| 


‘tice and is checking out of the 
|Saturday night “Frank Sinatra 
Show” on CBS-TV. Blue report- 
edly 
manner in which he's been inte- 
grated into the hour-long program, 


the scene the comic and Sinatra 
have not been seeing eye to eye 
for some time. 

| Sinatra, it’s stated, had made 
some overtures to sign Jackie Glea- 
son as the show's comic, but lat- 
ter’s drug clients on his DuMont 
“Cavalcade of Stars” have report- 
edly nixed the idea. 





Brown Shoes Buys NBC 
‘Say It With Acting’ TVer 


NBC television wrapped up a 
sponsor for a new show this week 
and also had two options lifted. 
New show is “Say It with Acting,” 
aired alternate Saturdays from 6:30 
to 7 p.m. It’s to be bankrolled, 
starting Jan. 6, by Brown Shoes, 
which presently sponsors “Smilin’ 
Ed McConnell” on the alternate 
weeks. 

' Renewals are “Kraft TV Thea- 
tre,” believed to be the oldest hour- 
long dramatic series on video, 
which has been reoptioned by Kraft 
' Foods, and Ovaltine for a 135-min- 


Carlin has been with MCA for feature films and educational films , ute segment Fridays of the “Howdy 
i past four years. 


jin that order. 


' Doody” show. 


vidually counter-weighted, and can 
be raised to a hefght of from five 
to 27 feet off the floor. Studio 
has over 300 separate lighting cir- 
cuits. Lighting engineer has a 
(Continued on page 33) 





| 
‘Autry Rolls New TV 


has been unhappy with the! 


and according to those close to | 


Series Despite Pix Beefs; 
CBS’ 156 Asking Price 


Although he’s been under con- 
stant fire from film exhibitors for 
the series of films in which he co- 
stars on television, Gene Autry has 
put a second series into work. New 
pix, produc ed by Autry’s “Flying A 
Enterprises,” will not star the cow- 
boy actor, howeve:., Instead, they 
feature Jack Mahoney, former Hol- 


| lywood stunt man, in the lead. 


Titled “Range Rider,” the films 
are being offered to agencies and 
sponsors by the CBS program sales 
department at a gross cost per each 
half-hour stanza of $15,000. They 


|ing effects of 


> Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
To protect the public from un- 
scrupulous mail-order promoters, 


hidden costs and inferior merchan- 
dise, WFIL-TV has set into effect 
new contract regulations which 
will place under close scrutiny all 
such business before it is accepted. 

Roger W. Clipp, general man- 
ager, announced that every prod- 
uct advertised on this basis over 
WFIL-TV must be backed by a 
recognized testing laboratory or by 
the reputation of an_ established 
firm. The regulation went into 
immediate effect. 

There was no attempt at cen- 
sorship in the regulation, Clipp 
said, but because TV has proved a 


highly effective medium for mail- 
order selling, the station merely 
intended to protect this sales 


power by eliminating the damag- 


irresponsible mer- 


| chandisers. 


For a legit production, | 


/Client is Camel cigarets, 


Another WFIL-TV precaution 
concerns acceptance of business 
from new firms or merchandisers, 
only after a thorough investiga- 
tion of company resources, includ- 
ing the firm’s credit status. 

Likening television to the 
man” and the oldtime traveling 
show's “medicine man,’ in its 
highly personalized approach, 
Clipp said: “If TV stations are to 
win and hold the continuing confi- 
dence of the home audience, they 
must voluntarily assume the re- 
sponsibility of supervising the 
quality of the merchandise sold 
through their facilities. This is the 
sole reason for the WFIL-TV 
mail-order business standards. 

“Viewers will thus be assured of 
the value of mail-order purchases 
advertised on WFIL-TV. They will 
be protected against inferior mer- 
chandise and ‘hidden costs’ such as 
postage or extra COD charges. We 
mean to establish a bond of confi- 
dence for the reputable mail-order 
advertiser. 

“Irresponsible selling tech- 
niques have threatened the stature 
of commercial radio in the past. 
Similar abuses on television must 
be curbed now if the new medium 


“pitch- 


_is to retain the power of its dy- 


namic sales effectiveness,” 
stated. 


Camel in Daytime 


Debut With Moore 


CBS has finally nabbed a sponsor 
for the Garry Moore daytime video 
show, after months of trying. 
which is 


Clipp 





| buying 15-minute segments of the 
|60-minute (1:30 to 2:30) stanza on 


‘and 


are being produced by Lou Gray, | 


under the supervision of Armand 
Schaefer. Other cast leads are Dick 
Jones and Eve Miller. To date, 
eight scripts have been completed. 


ABC’s Dramatic Bra 


Maidenform Brassieres is set to 
pick up the tab for a dramatic pro- 
gram on ABC-TV, Saturday morn- 
ings from 11-11:30 a.m. 

Agency is Weintraub. Sale gives 
the web three Weintraub shows in 
‘a two-hour span on Saturdays. 
Seeman Bros. and H. T. Babbitt. 
other Weintraub clients, occupy 
ithe 12 noon-1 p.m, slot. 





Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Camel thus becomes the first 
cigaret company to stake a claim 

in the major daytime TV program- 

ming sweepstakes, and it’s con- 
sidered a cinch that others will 
follow. Among the other year-in- 
year-out top bankrollers in radio- 

TV, the food companies are repre- 

sented by General Foods (with its 

Bert Parks daytime show), and 

soap comnanies represented’ by 

Procter & Gamble, with Kate Smith 

the CBS “First Hundred 

Years” TV daytime serial. 


Hecht, Ashley Packaging 
New Adventure Series 


Ben Hecht and Ted Ashley asso- 
ciates are packaging a dramatic 
video series which the former will 
script. Titled “Blackie Gagin,” 
airer will consist of original yarns 





(dealing with an adventure charac- 


ter. Hecht has already completed 
two scripts. 

Ashley outfit is also cutting kine- 
scopes on the Coast of a soap 
opera, “Miss Susan,” starring Su- 
san Peters. Carl Bixby, “Life Can 
Be Beautiful” scripter, is writing 
it. It’s expected the show, if 
signed, will eventually be done in 
the east, as will “Date With Judy,” 
which has also been kined en the 
i Coast by Ashley. 
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. » « Especially when you have something to sell. 
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be published early in January. 


- « « This is an opportune time for you to both 
emphasize and point to your accomplishments. 
Your advertisement in this issue is your memo- 


randum on the desk of Mr. John Buyer Dough. 





. - - Forms are closing rapidly. Rates remain 
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Frank Sinatra’s CBS_ showcase 
hit its maximum effectiveness 
Saturday (16) with one of the best 
programs to date. 
sible for the upbeat was a greater | 
aw: areness of tele values by Sinatra 
and his production staff and the 
cuesting of Phil Silvers. 

\ tremendous amount of  in- 
eenuity was shown on this pro- 
; ' The opening by Silvers, 


who took over as though the show 
\ designed for him, initially 
the show a great deal ot 

. ( The gag of Silvers lock- 
: natra in his dressing room 
off a display offering tre- 


entertainment 

provement was largely in 
edy departments Sinatra 
worked as though 
partnered for years. 
it well with a satire oi 
\ teams and a sketch at the 
both of which were good 

dder. The efficiency of this 

put the Ben Blue comedic 

on of a barbershop scene 

e running. Sid Fields’ 

ere similarly kept at a 


Siivers 


been 


rse, Sinatra 


ol radiates a 
eal ot 


charm and warmth. 

ae neg more than usual on this 

( but his contributions al- 

\ eem to be welcome to both 
o and home audiences. 


of the talent hit for a good 
e. The Whippoorwills regis- 
ith a single tune; Roberta 
iee did likewise and the Axel 
Stordahl orch provided good show- 
backing. 


( t*( \\ 





Novelty tune, “The Thing,” was 
given a healthy plug on NBC-TV's 


“We, the People” Friday (15). 
Emcee Dan Seymour interviewed 
publisher Howard Richmond, who 
explained how frenzied he_ has 
been driven by people wanting 
him to identify the “thing,” and 
songwriter Charles Grean, chief 
of RCA Victor's popular artists 
and repertory department, whom 


the cameras found cowering be- 


Largely respon- 


| while standing on his head, and 
| Salvadore Dali. The surrealist 
| artist, who was lensed in a set! 
Supposedly on the edge of a tall 
building, also failed to divulge the | 
secret of the “thing” and finally | 
jumped off the set, 
into the street below. 
Was going on, 
foreground, 


As all this 
a model was in the 
Suspended from the 
rafters, with an arm or leg dan- 
gling into the frame. Total effect. 
while displaying imagination, reg- 
istered as overly pretentious and 
too cute. 

\lso on the airer were John 
Palma, the Bi Oklyn GI who was 
released by the Communists in 
Korea; a fashion show in which 
dogs modeled canine 
some with sequins and 
monds; Count Byron De 
archeologist, who 
pedition to locate 
Queen of Sheba: 
Yerxa, who 
in the N. Y 
Communist 


fasnions, 
real dia- 
Prorok. 
told of his ex- 
the tomb of the 
and Ferndall 
co-authored ai series 
Herald Tribune on 
activities in the U. S 


Fred Allen turned in his last 
show Sunday night (17) as one of 
the rotating comics on NBC-TV’'s 


“Colgate Hour.’ The comedian’s 
stable of writers this time concen- 
trated more on comedy sketches 
than on the big song-and-dance 
numbers. but for the most part 
they lacked spark. Middle one, 
moreover, which had to do with a 
mock murder trial in the Maine 
backwoods, not only was overlong 
but also bore several marks of 
|poor taste. It’s no longer funny 
| to kid a deaf man wearing a hear- 
‘ing aid, even though the character 
is written in as a dolt. 

| Allen himself evidently tried 
hard and worked in two skits in 
heavy costume, but seldom could 
he overcome his weak material. 
With Doc Rockwell as his chief 
support in the 


Pious, Kenny Delmar, Peter Donald 
and Parker Fennelly, as other down- 


presumably | 


Maine sketch, he) 
jutilized his “‘Allen’s Alley” charac: | 
ters this time including Minerva | 


NBU-TV OPERA THEATRE 

(“Carmen’’) 

With Yera Bryner, David Poleri, | 
Andrew Gainey, Elizabeth Car- ' 
ron, Beatrice Bush- Kane, Morley | 
Meredith, Robert Goss, Guy | 

' Tano, Aida Alvarez, Fernando. 
Ramos 

Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 

| Artistic Director: Peter H. Adler 

Director: Charles Polacheck 

| Writers: Lillian Foerster, 
send Brewster 

60 Mins.; Sun. (17), 3 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 


Series of eight operas-in-English 


Town- 


which NBC-TV is b:aming this 
year, with the same _ production 
team that staged the web’s music 
dramas last year, kicked off with 
a tine version of George Bizet’s 
Carmen” Sunday (17 ‘Despite 
its frequent translations into vari- 
ous forms, the Prosper Merimee 
story held compelling interest. 
The video version offered more 
realism thin the Rita Hayworth 
pic for Columbia and avoided the 
stylization of the Roland Pettit 
ballet. The new English lyrics 
provided by Lillian Foerster and 
Townsend Brewster were good, 
and the locale and characters were 
not Americanized as was the case 
in the Billy Ruse Broadway pro- 
duction, It didn’t register with 


he impact of the French film with 
Vivian Romance and Jean Marais, 
as was to be expected with TV's 
more limited facilities. 

Naturally, the tele edition was 
scaled down to fit a 60-minute 
span. The role of the gypsy leader 


was deleted, for example, and some | 
have been | 
However, the editing was | 
and the use of a' 


familiar arias 
missed. 
tastefully done 
narrator—in the form of the con- 
demned Don Jose unfolding his 
story 
| omitted scenes neatly. 

Vera Bryner made an intriguing 
Carmen, getting across her arro- 
gance, 
David Poleri sang Don Jose, in| 
the early scenes nicely ,portraying 
the young corporal’s callowness | 
and infatuation for the cigaret | 
girl. Vocally, they did well al-| 
though their _  characterizations 
|were on the understated side, not 
‘quite capturing the full fire which 


might 





in flashbacks — bridged the | 


intensity and attractiveness. | 


which might have been hackneyed, 
was given an interesting reading. 
| Supporting cast, including Eliza- 
beth Carron, Beatrice Bush-Kane, 
Morley Meredith and Robert Goss, | 
did well, with Guy Tano scoring 
as the narrator. Aida Alvarez and 
i|Fernando Ramos _ handled 
{dances. These, while pleasing, 
‘lacked the fiery flamenco spirit 
‘and were hampered by cramped 
iquarters that also interfered with 
the camerawork. Otherwise lens- 
ing was imaginative. 

George Jenkins’ sets and Rose 


| Bogdanoff’s costumes were good. 
George Neiman's lighting, par- 


ticularly in the mountain hideout, 
added to the impact. 

NBC is to be congratulated for 
upping its operatic sked from four 
productions last vear to eight tor 
the current season Bril. 


CAFE DUBONNET 
With Andy and Della Russell, Cy 
Coleman 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 
SCHENLEY INDUSTRIES 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Biow) 
A five-minute show is usually a 
Plorified announcement 


p.m. 


spot and 


this airer follows form. As a com- 
mercial, it may be an effective de- 
vice; but as programming nothing 


much can be done in such a 
quickie period. If the entertain- 
ment values are good, then 
minutes can be irritating in 
brevity. If the values are 
then five minutes is way too long 
for a commercial. In either case, 
therefore, a five-minute show has a 
big hole in its logic. 

On this show, the performers 
are solid and could use more time. 
Abbreviation of several vocals by 
Andy and Della Russell on the 
|preem (18) cleverly suggested a 
|full-length show but, still, the 
|hands of the clock were almosi 
quicker than the eye. Besides the 
vocals, the Russells managed to 
| Squeeze in a pleasing hoofing rou- 
‘tine which, unfortunately, was 
| truncated by bad camera 
Opening show, in fact, was badly 
| marred by technical miscues in the 
shifting of the cameras between the 
plugs and entertainers. Cy 


five 
the 
poor, 


the | 


| 30 Mins.; 


work. | official films. 


JACKIE ROBINSON’S SPORTS 
CLASSROOM 

With Robinson, Jimmy 
audience participants 

Producer-director: Al Hartigan 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 


Jackie Robinson, 


Powers, 


the Brooklyn 


| Dodgers’ Negro second baseman, 
, showed considerable promise as a 


new TV personality in making his 
video debut Thursday (14) in a 
new 15-minute sports series over 
WPIX,N.Y. Baseball star, who was 
introed by the N. Y. Daily News’ 
Jimmy Powers, ably presided in a 
schoolroom set which had a dozen- 
odd teenage “pupils.” 
Format has the kids toss 
tions of a sports nature at 
son. Among queries on the ini- 
tialer were “what do you think is 
the most important factor in train- 
ing a trackman?” and “do you 
think sportswriters have any in- 
fluence ...?” The Dodger main- 
stay deftly handled the posers in 
a rapid delivery and also dressed 
up his replies with an occasional 
anecdote. 
While 


ques- 
Robin- 


Robinson 
fident and at ease, 
were somewhat self-conscious and 
hesitant. One way to smooth this 
over would be to emphasize a pre- 
program rehearsal. Classroom at- 
tendees will vary from week to 
week. Tomorrow (Thurs.), for ex- 
ample, five athletes from Xavier 
Highschool, N. Y., will make up 
the panel. Withal. “Sports Class- 
room” undoubtedly will grab a 
wide slice of that adolescent audi- 
ence on the basis of the preem 
show. Gilb. 


appeared con- 
the “students” 


UNCLE SAM’S STORY 
With Walter Abel 
Producer-writer: George Wallach 
Sun., 12:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT, New York 

New airer launched by WNBT 
is designed .to tell the story of the 
Veterans Administration and other 
Governmental agencies through 
If the stanza can 


‘consistently come up with pix of 


Cole- | 


the level reached on Sunday (17), 
the NBC-TV outlet should have a 
worthwhile public service oifering. 


hind a couch to avoid curious |¢ast residents. They proved their g lengthier performance would | man had about eight bars of solo Feature beamed on the preem 
“Thing” singers. Show then, Versatility but that’s about all. l have permitted. | pianistics which, once again, isn’t was a Veterans Administration 
brought on Leo Sunnee, who Best of the skits, and one which Andrew Gainey was effective as| enough for his superlative key-| documentary on hearing rehabili- 
played the tune on a bass fiddle (Continued on page 30) 'Escamillio and his toreador song board style. Herm. (Continued on page 30) 
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TO POINT... 


» » « Especially when you have something to sell. 


« « « ‘Variety’s’ 45th Anniversary Number will 


be published early in January. 


- - « This is an opportune time for you to both 
emphasize and point to your accomplishments. 
Your advertisement in this issue is your memo- 


randum on the desk of Mr. John Buyer Dough. 
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Frank Sinatra’s CBS showcase 
hit its maximum effectiveness 
Saturday (16) with one of the best 
programs to date. Largely respon- 
sible for the upbeat was a greater 
awareness of tele values by Sinatra 
and his production staff and the 
guesting of Phil Silvers. 

\ tremendous amount of in- 
genuity was shown on this _ pro- 

m The opening by Silvers, 
who took over as though the show 


was designed for him, initially 
e the show a great deal ot 


The gag of Silvers lock- 
tra in his dressing room 
ed off a display oifering tre- 
entertainment 


! ey 


Sina 


» improvement was largely in 
comedy departments. Sinatra 

i Silvers worked as_ though 
they'd been partnered for years. 
ev hit it well with a satire of 
vaude teams and a sketch at the 
e. both of which were good 
odder. The efficiency of this 
pariay put the Ben Blue comedic 
hution of a barbershop scene 

of the running. Sid Fields’ 
were similarly kept at a 


Sinatra radiates a 
deal of charm and warmth. 

more than usual on this 
F ‘av, but his contributions al- 
\ s seem to be welcome to both 
tudio and home audiences. 

Rest of the talent hit for a good 
esponse. The Whippoorwills regis- 
tered with a single tune; Roberta 
{i.ee did likewise and the Axel 
Stordahl orch provided good show- 


backing. 


()] course, 


1 
‘ 
{ 





Novelty tune, “The Thing,” was 
given a healthy plug on NBC-TV's 
“We, the People” Friday (15). 
Emcee Dan Seymour interviewed 
publisher Howard Richmond, who 
explained how frenzied he _ has 
been driven by people wanting 
him to identify the “thing,” and 
songwriter Charles Grean, chief 
of RCA Victor's popular artists 
and repertory department, whom 
the cameras found cowering be- 
hind a couch to avoid curious 
“Thing” singers. Show then 
brought on Leo Sunnee, who 
played the tune on a bass fiddle 








POeees 
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| while standing on his head, and 
| Salvadore Dali. The surrealist 
| artist, who was lensed in a set 


NBU-TV OPERA THEATRE 

(“Carmen”) 

With Yera Bryner, David Poleri, 
Andrew Gainey, Elizabeth Car- 
ron, Beatrice Bush-Kane, Morley 
Meredith, Robert Goss, Guy 
Tano, Aida Alvarez, Fernando 
Ramos 

| Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 








which might have been hackneyed, 


; Supporting cast, including Eliza- 
| Morley Meredith and Robert Goss, 
did well, with Guy Tano scoring 
as the narrator. Aida Alvarez and 
| Fernando Ramos handled _ the 
|dances. These, while pleasing, 


| supposedly on the edge of a tal] | Artistic Director: Peter H. Adler ‘lacked the fiery flamenco spirit 


building, also failed to divulge the 
‘secret of the “thing” and finally 
jumped off the set, presumably 
into the street below. As all this 
was going on, a model was in the 
foreground, suspended from the 
rafters, with an arm or leg dan- 
gling into the frame. Total effect, 
while displaying imagination, reg 


istered as overly pretentious and 
too cute. 

Also on the airer were John 
Palma, the Brooklyn GI who was 
released by the Communists in 
Korea; a fashion show in which 
dogs modeled canine fashions, 
some with sequins and real dia- 
monds; Count Byron De Prorok. 
archeologist, who told of his ex- 


pedition to locate the tomb of the 
Queen of Sheba; and Ferndal! 
Yerxa, who co-authored a 
in the N. Y. Heraid Tribune on 
Communist activities in the U. S 


series 


Fred Allen turned in his 
show Sunday night (17) 
the rotating comics on NBC-TV's 
“Colgate Hour.” The comedian’s 
stable of writers this time concen- 
trated more on comedy sketches 
than on the big song-and-dance 
numbers, but for the most part 
they lacked spark. Middle one, 
moreover, which had to do with a 
mock murder trial in the Maine 
| backwoods, not only was overlong 
but also bore several marks oi 
;poor taste. It’s no longer funny 
| to kid a deaf man wearing a2 hear- 
‘ing aid, even though the character 
is written in as a dolt. 
| Allen himself evidently tried 
‘hard and worked in two skits in 
heavy costume, but seldom could 
he overcome his weak material. 
|With Doc Rockwell as his chief 
support in the Maine sketch, he 
|utilized his “‘Allen’s Alley” charac- 
ters this time including Minerva 
‘Pious, Kenny Delmar, Peter Donald 
|and Parker Fennelly, as other down- 
|east residents. They proved their 
‘versatility but that’s about all. 
‘Best of the skits, and one which 

(Continued on page 30) 


last 


as one Ol 


| Director: Charles Polacheck 
| Writers: Lillian Foerster, Town- 
| send Brewster 
60 Mins.; Sun. (17), 3 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 
Series of eight operas-in-English 


which NBC-TV is b:aming this 
year, with the same _ production 
team that staged the web’s music 
dramas last vear, kicked off with 
a fine version of George Bizet’s 
“Carmen” Sunday (17). Despite 
its frequent translations into vari- 
ous forms, the Prosper Merimee 
story held compelling interest 
The video version offered more 


realism th.n the Rita Hayworth 
pic for Columbia and avoided the 


stylization of the Roland Pettit 
ballet The new English lyrics 
provided by Lillian Foerster and 
Townsend Brewster were good, 
and the locale and characters were 
not Americanized as was the case 
in e Billy Rouse Broadway pro- 
duction, It didn’t register with 


he impact of the French film with 
Vivian Romance and Jean Marais, 
as was to be expected with TV's 
more limited facilities. 

Naturally, the tele edition was 
scaled down to fit a 60-minute 
span. The role of the gypsy leader 
was deleted, for example, and some 
familiar arias might have been 
missed. However, the editing was 


tastefully done and the use of a) 


narrator—in the form of the con- 
demned Don Jose unfolding his 
story in flashbacks — bridged the 
omitted scenes neatly. 

Vera Bryner made an intriguing 
Carmen, getting across her arro- 
gance, intensity and attractiveness. 
David Poleri sang Don Jose, in 
the early scenes nicely ,portraying 
the young corporal’s callowness 
|and infatuation for the cigaret 
girl. Vocally, they did well al- 
‘though their _ characterizations 
i|were on the understated side, not 
‘quite capturing the full fire which 
a lengthier performance would 
thave permitted. 
| Andrew Gainey was effective as 
Escamillio and his toreador song 


'and were hampered by cramped 
iquarters that also interfered with 
the camerawork. Otherwise lens- 
ing was imaginative. 

George Jenkins’ sets and Rose 


| Bogdanoff’s costumes were good. 
George Neiman's lighting, par- 


ticularly in the mountain hideout, 
added to the impact. 

NBC is to be congratulated for 
upping its operatic sked from four 
productions last year to eight tor 


the current season Bril. 


CAFE DUBONNET 

With Andy and Della Russell, Cy 
Coleman 

5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 
SCHENLEY INDUSTRIES 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Biow) 
\ five-minute show 
glorified announcement 
this airer follows form. As 
mercial, it may be an effective de- 
vice; but as programming nothing 
much can be done in such a 
quickie period. If the entertain- 
ment values are good, then 
minutes can be irritating in their 
brevity. If the values are poor, 
then five minutes is way too long 
for a commercial. In either case, 
therefore, a five-minute show has a 

| big hole in its logic. 
On this show, the performers 
_are solid and could use more time. 
Abbreviation of several vocals by 


p.m. 


is usually a 
spot and 


a com- 


five 


|Andy and Della Russell on the 
|preem (18) cleverly suggested a 
|full-length show but, still, the 


|hands of the clock were almosi 
| quicker than the eye. Besides the 
| vocals, the Russelis managed to 
| Squeeze in a pleasing hoofing rou- 
|tine which, unfortunately, was 
‘truncated by bad camera work. 
| Opening show, in fact, was badly 
marred~by technical miscues in the 
shifting of the cameras between the 
‘plugs and entertainers. Cy Cole- 


‘JACKIE ROBINSON’S SPORTS 


was given an interesting reading. ' 


; beth Carron, Beatrice Bush-Kane, | 


CLASSROOM 
With Robinson, Jimimy Powers, 
audience participants 


| Producer-director: Al Hartigan 
/15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 


, WPIX, N. Y. 


| 


Jackie Robinson, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ Negro second baseman, 


, showed considerable promise as a 


new TV personality in making his 
video debut Thursday (14) in a 
new 15-minute sports series over 
WPIX,N. Y. Baseball star, who was 
introed by the N. Y. Daily News’ 
Jimmy Powers, ably presided in a 
schoolroom set which had a dozen- 
odd teenage “pupils.” 
Format has the kids toss 
tions of a sports nature at Robin- 
son. Among queries on the ini- 
tialer were “what do you think is 
the most important factor in train- 
ing a trackman?” and “do you 
think sportswriters have any in- 
fluence ?” The Dodger main- 
stay deftly handled the posers in 
a rapid delivery and also dressed 
up his replies with an occasional 
anecdote. 
While 


ques- 


Robinson appeared con- 


fident and at ease, the “students” 
were somewhat self-conscious and 
hesitant. One way to smooth this 


over would be to emphasize a pre- 
program rehearsal. Classroom at- 
tendees will vary from week to 
week. Tomorrow (Thurs.\, for ex- 
ample, five athletes from Xavier 
Highschool, N. Y., will make up 
the panel. Withal. “Sports Class- 
room” undoubtedly will grab a 


wide slice of that adolescent audi- 
ence on the basis of the preem 
show. Gilb. 


UNCLE SAM’S STORY 
With Walter Abel 
Producer-writer: George Wallach 


| 30 Mins.; Sun., 12:45 p.m. 


|man had about eight bars of solo) 


'pianistics which, once again, isn’t 
enough for 


board style. Herm. 


/was a 
his superlative key- | 


Sustaining 
WNBT, New York 

New airer launched by WNBT 
is designed .to tell the story of the 
Veterans Administration and other 
Governmental agencies through 
official films. If the stanza can 
consistently come up with pix of 
the level reached on Sunday (17), 
the NBC-TV outlet should have a 
worthwhile public service offering. 

Feature beamed on the preem 
Veterans Administration 
documentary on hearing rehabili- 


(Continued on page 30) 
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+58% of all Home Town tune-in is to MBS by day; 53% 


Source: Half a million interviews by Crossley. 
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Mister PLUS, in your hands, can put a stamp of approval for your brand on 
millions of minds in hundreds of markets— minds and markets which are largely 


inaccessible to any other advertising medium. 


He alone is there... because there is Home Town America, 11.000,000 families 
sirong, a thriving fourth of the whole U.S. which lives and listens within 


close reach of a Mutual ‘solo’ station. 


To serve these markets—from within— Mutual provides 325 stations, each one 


speaking in the neighborly tones of the only network voice in town. 
And this voice gets heard—longer and oitener than all out-of-town voices combined.* 


Coupled with bigger-city coverage by Mister PLUS, this Home Town domination 


can make a vital profit-difference in your sales efforts for ’51. 






Mutual Broadcasting System fe CAENE 


by night. Next best network 13% by day, 
18% by night. And TV tune-in is less than ¥2 of 1%! 
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intricate pro- 


obviously involved 
had Allen as 


duction techniques, 
Santa Claus, who refused to ride 
this Christmas because of the 
world’s state of affairs. Skit show- 
ing the effects of TV on a nine- 
year-old who obtained all his edu 
cation from the video screen was 


sharp. mostly because 1t had some 
( Allen's sive wit 
% ( S i E é 
F ¢ 
} t UI 
B 
} 
‘ 4 
( 
{ Ci 
fi Ci ( 
Wi S 
CBS-TV's °S o Or ng 
! Ct ( € O1 ( 
} Ss ecte I \ Ma 
\ I € WO I How- 
t i) { | 
¢ I } t 
au ngton 
( ( 1 n Q ( 4 
sezments First titled Me 
sto! beamed Me 1 18 
Second Jo’s Story In which 
Kent Smith will be dded to the 
cast as Professor Bahe1 1] be 
screened next week 
The — story of the bustling 
feminine household was given a 
topflight production with fine di- 
rection by Lela Swift. Despite its 
vears, the yarn holds up nicely, 
involving human = questions—the 
impact of war, money problems, 
the uneven course ot romance, 
family relations, illness and the 
struggle for a career—that are 
still around and are still moving. 


Tiacy were sensitively and tenderly 
treated. 

The different personalities of the 
four girls were effectively deline- 
ated. Naney Marschand was the 
self-reliant, tomboyish Jo and Mary 


Sinclair the pretty, lovestruck 
Meg. June Dayton as the quiet 
Beth and Lois Hall as the young 


Amy also scored. Rest of the well- 
cast players included Peggy Hillias 
as Marmee, Richard Purdy as Mr. 
March, Elizabeth Paterson as Aunt 
March, Henry Bernard as Laurie, 
John Baragrey as the tutor John 
Brooks, Berry Kroc ge as the for- 
bidding Mr. Lawrence, Una O’Con- 
nor and Dorothy Blackburn. 
Sumner Locke Elliott’s adapta- 
tion caught the spirit of the family 
which manages to be happy de-| 
spite its pinching and scraping, | 
and the acting and direction gave 
the piece realism despite its sen- 
timental outlook. Sets were par- 
ticularly good -possibly reflecting 





Continued frem page 27 ‘4 





economies in their being used for 
two telecasts. 

“Ford Theatre” did the Alcott 
classic last December, in a 60- 
minute version with Meg Mundy 
as Jo and Patricia Kirkland, June 
Lockhart and Kim Hunter as her 
sisters. While that excellent pro- 
had better marquee 


duction I 


\ ies. “Studio One’ matched it 
nd e expansion to two hours 
values There was no 
l exa pi€ to a 
r in ‘ ‘ 
| } ’ | 


Al Morgan’s Mond 


DuMont tf WGN-TV 
Chi I unde ome re- 
il ing Format rema S D 
Sit the san with Morgan car- 
( of the show 1 h his 
singing and keyboarding. But since 
jounNI Kings e¢ takeover a 
I nt ettective Staging 
I tine J oa gtion I giver 
- l qd we 1? é 
l ( ‘ el nd ) 

! nm or tire eK cuest 
Stin i serve to make the show 
i stronger displa for Morgan's 
un gue talent 

On this Stanza (11) singer 
squeezed in a round dozen tunes 


vith his own flailing arms keyboard 
accompaniment, which become 
his trademark. Good camera work 
registered Morgan’s friendly way 
of selling a song, which lends itselt 
well to teevee. Guest Lorry Raines 
was neatly brought into the pro- 
gram with a nostalgic bit about old 
favorite recordings, which Morgan 
epened and closed with “That Old 


has 


Phonograph Record.” Miss Raines 
kept to the theme with a good 


chirping job on “Two Cigarets in 
the Dark” and “Don’t Worry About 
Me.”’ 


Ed Roberts’ plugs for Fox Head 
Beer were well written and ably 
delivered. 


“Ford Theatre’s” full-hour pre- 
sentation last Friday (15) of “Alice 


In Wonderland” was an interest- 
ing and unusual event, and well 
worth the doing. Not altogether 


successful as a television show, the 


| production nevertheless hit a high 


Video adaptation of the 
made changes inevitable, 
course, but at times it seemed 


average. 
classic 
of 


,more like a musical, or play with 


music, than a satire or fantasy. 
Scripting was a little too literal, 


and production somewhat noisy 
and boisterous. Otherwise, it had 
merit, with some scenes. very 
highgrade. 

Little Iris Mann displayed her 
histrionic versatility as well as 
precocity in superbly handling a 


‘long, involved set of lines, as well 
as singing several tunes prettily. 
Not far behind her were such fine 
characterizations as Richard War- 
ing’s Mad Hatter, Ralph Riggs’ 
Mock Turtle and Biff McGuire's 
and Jack Lemmon’'s Tweedledee 
and Tweedledum. Play had ex- 
cellent 


of 
instance, 


paniment. Handling 

Queen's procession, for 
was ace direction and 
Effect of making Alice first smaller, 
then larger, was cleverly executed, 


and there were similar highgrade 
touches throughout. Grace Hous- 
ton's costumes. copied from the 
is Tenniel drawings, were 
8) pit would 
Dorot Jarnac, | ) 
r 1 e choreogra 
t ) ae \ 
DuMont's ite-evening 
“Once Upon a Tune,” attempted 
to satirize the obvious In a sno 
titled “South Terrific’ Thursdai 
night ‘14 \pparentiy, time an 
lort expended on the productic 
ide it good comed 
re ¢ ipable hands But is 
procuced by Bob Loew i and staged 
I l R tne sat t S 1 
} t it ita @) Ss ed 
‘ I as ft ugh ti ¢ t 
ing the whole thing serious 
Show, as a result, resembled more 
than anvthing else one of those 
college dramatic workshop produc- 
tions which get by mainly on thei: 
“cuteness.’ 
Show didn't use any of the 
“South Pacific’ numbers but rang 
in several other Broadway show- 


tunes, along with a couple of non- 
impressive originals. 
show were 

around to fit 
cast members, 


obviously juggled 
the series’ regular 
Which resulted in 
some strange  characterizations, 
particularly on the distaff 
Phil Hanna and Gordon Dilworth, 
Ed Holmes and 
performed their thesping and sing- 
ing stints adequately but Holly 
Harris and Diane Courtney, while 
singing well, were woefully mis- 
cast. 





Kraft Music Hall’s version of 
A. A. Milne's “Michael and Mary” 
over NBC-TV Wednesday (13) 
an entertaining 60 minutes 


Was 
that 


captured most of the essence of the 
Stage original. Story of romance, 
blackmail and an embarrassing 


death was tailor-made for video 
and the bulk ot the action came oft 
well in a modest living room set. 
Milne tale was a yarn in which 
most viewers could readily gener- 
ate a vicarious interest. Its dra- 
matic impact was also heightened 
With an occasional plot twist. Fe- 
licia Monteleagre was believable 
as a young woman who remarried 
after her husband deserted her. 
John Newland’s portrayal of the 
new spouse was warm and sincere. 


lensing. ' 






































Charles Isaacs au Jack Elinson 


“THE JIMMY DURANTE TV SHOWS” 


TIME MAGAZINE Says— 


“Comedy as innocent as it is rare on TV.” 


—joining the throng of critics and reviewers 
quoting the fresh gags and brand new 
routines from the Jimmy Durante show. 


production for the most, 
part, and some fine music accom- | 
the} 


Parts for the | 


side. | 


Reginald Beane} 





Same Old Bridges 


Tele dramatic programs that 
rely on disks, rather than live 
musicians, are running into a 
problem — repetitiousness of 


themes and bridges. There’s 
one catchy little humorous 
number which frequently 


turns up on the Douglas Ed- 
wards newsreel strip for Olds- 
mobile on CBS-TV, when a 
film clip with an amusing an- 
gle is screened. That same 
item was used twice in one 
hour on two shows on two net- 


works last Thursday (14). At 
10 p.m. it was part of the “Tl 
Cover Times Square” sfanza 
on ABC-TY which had " 
comedic twist At 10:30 p.m 
it was included on Ma Dan- 
els’ Nash Airflyte Theatre” 
yn = CBS-TV lapted 
. k e Caldwe ~ i 

) sto The \\ 1 
Explanation probably lies 
the fact that both CBS and 
ABC are subscribing to the 
same transcription librars 


Finding canned tunes that 
blend in. with t ction on 
video theatricals 1s aimutted- 
iv a toughie. Yet it’s one whi 
has to. be *t on programs 
Saving coin on ndjam- 

S i an nts “O- 

t1i0n may ental soing afie i 
fou waxed backgrounding 
cipping more extensively into 
instrumenta! classics or per- 
haps signing up with more 


transcription services. 
The part that the 
musie can play in 
mood is apparent 
dramatic airers 
news programs. The same De- 
fense Dept. pix of retreating 
GIs in Korea were beamed by 
both CBS’s Oldsmobile show 
and NBC’s Came! strip Thurs- 
day, but with different musical 
tracks. The dirge-like accomp 
used on the CBS broadcast 
gave its version greater sol- 
emnity. Bril. 


recorded 
evoking a 
not only in 
but also in 
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tation. This sensitively told the 
effect of ear trouble on an ex-GI: 
his errors on the job, the increas- 
ing carelessness of his speech, his 








a 


withdrawing from social life, ete. 
It then detailed the work of the 
VA in diagnosing the trouble, 


providing a hearing aid, auditory 
training, classes in lip reading and 


similar help. The documentary 
was put in human terms, which 
gave it appeal. Although it has 


been seen on video before, the film 
nevertheless stands repetition. 
Walter Abel briefly introed the 
celluloid and trailerized the com- 
ing attractions, which will deal 
Sunday (24) with agriculture and 
forestry. Bril. 














Lastfogel 
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ee 
shows—gets the most socko reac- 
tion. It’s explained undoubtedly 


by the fact that the closeup of the 
talent, in the confines of the home 
receiving set, gives the public an 
intimacy and a tie with the per- 
former neither radio, pix nor 
Sstageshows have done. 

Durante an illustration of 
being “happy now that I went into 
television.” He was frankly op- 
posed to starting it at first. Only 
his late personal manager, Lou 
Clayton, and Lastfogel’s counsel- 
ing swayed him into the NBC con- 
tract. Clayton put it in a race- 
horse parlance, “For once here's a 
medium where you'll start from the 
barrier with the rest of the field,” 
meaning that in radio and pictures 
he was a latecomer. Clayton felt 
that Durante “starting with the 
field” would be not one of the top 
10 or five, but in this new medium 


as 


is 


he could well become the pace- 
maker for this new TV form of 
show business. Durante’s impact 


thus far would tend to support that 
thinking. 

Lastfogel is also concerned with 
“the habit of even the best of 'em 
knocking television.” “Sure.” he 
continues, “we all know it's hard 
work—what isn't? I wanted to add 
one thing to Variety's Story about 
the ABC&D of Television Comeaey, 
and that is I wish the ABC&D— 
Allen, Benny, Cantor and Durante 
—were only 15° vears younger. 
This is a really rugged and some- 
limes grueling grind. In time it 
may become smoother, hence easi- 


er, but it was one thing to read’ 


your scripts virtually at show 
lume, but another to get timing, re- 
hearsal, makeup and ‘bounce’ to co- 
incide when the TV shows go to 
IDO TATU. wcccccccccs 


' 


| 20th-Fox 








MINN. HIGHWAY CALLS 
HURT WTCN RECEPTION 


Minneapolis, Dec. 79. 

Calls from the Minnesota high- 
way commission’s radio station 
KAB 247, re-broadcast throughout 
Wisconsin on a 74.5 megacycles 
frequency and put out from Meno- 
minee, Wis., less than 25 miles 
from Eau Claire, Wis., are inter- 
fering with WTCN television 
ception from Minneapolis in 
Claire. 

Following numerous complaints, 
Eau Claire city 


re- 
Eau 


officla S have Start- 


consultations with Wisconsin 
people in charge of the radio re- 
broadeast, to determine if the ¢ a 
C2 he dioed on anothe1 fre- 
q ney to eliminate the inte :* 
e with the TV re ption, 


Voluntary Radio, Press 
Censorstip Considered 


Was ‘ton, Dec. 19. 

Voluntary radio and press cene 
sorship, similar to that operating 
during World ¥ Il, is being ¢ 
sidered in connection with 
Korean Wai 

Gen. George C Marshall, Seec- 
retary of Detense, met yesterday 
(18) with top execs of newspaper 
and broadcasting businesses. to 
study the problem. Their views 
are being forwarded to General 
Douglas MacArthur. Among those 
present were Justin Miller, NAB 
prexy; and Ralph W. Hardy and 


Robert K. Richards, of his public 
relations staff. 


Dixie Lee in Net Debut 
On Groaner Hubby Airer 


Dixie Lee (Mrs. Bing Crosby) 
will make her radio network debut 
on her husband’s CBS program to- 
night (Wed.) at 9:30 p.m., when 
the couple will perform in a holi- 
day skit with their four sons, Gary, 
Philip, Dennis and Lindsay. 

Guester marks Mrs. Crosby's 
first professional engagement since 
1935, when she appeared in the 
musical, “Redheads on 
Parade. Actress Mary Jane Crott 
had originally been skedded to play 
Mrs. Crosby, but bowed out when 
the latter decided to come out of 
retirement. 
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Eileen BARTON 
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CAVALCADE OF STARS—TV 


December 25 
PALACE, Youngstown, Ohio 


Dir.: Music Corp. of America 




















“"MORTY" “ARTIE” 
Currently 





Completing the Picture 
“LAUGH AND 
BE HAPPY" 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 








Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 
Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Television Chatter 


tle 


New York 


Kaiser-Frazer renewed DuMont's 
“adventures of Ellers Queen’ 
for 13 weeks Murray Jordan, 
WLIB staff announcer, narrating 
a TV film about the N. Y. Public 


Library s 300kmobile Io the 
{ TV department Prank- 
lin Pulaski Rhodes pacted as an- 
I nce to tne 4 tmas Was 
‘ + p yur on { 

Fave Emerson, Abe Berrew ind 
Joev Adams subbir Robert Q. 
Lewis on his daytime CBS st 

‘ ator in Florida I 
a Produce! Bill Von 
Zehle \ y's l t $ag 
D ’ $100 v bo ) é 
f ‘ sent yin the b 

I ‘ ) 5 fea 
tured on the show ty Brown, 
forme! with Republic Pictures, 
signed b Bernard &. eeaeue to 
airect tne filmed sequences Ot 
NBC-TV's “Big Story” Sono 
Osato as femme lead opposite 
Richard Hart in DuMont’s “Ellery 
Queen’ show tomorrow night 
(Thurs Treva Frazee pacted 
for a character role on the preem 
nt CBs V's “Charlie Wild, Private 
Biv Friday (22) .. Sportscaster 


Guy Lebow signed to handle 
WPIX wrestling Saturdays from 
the Bavonne Naval Base N. J 
y 
t 


Harry Forwood, until now yress- 
agenting legit shows only, has 
ovened his own publicity ottice, 
Wit Sid Caesar as his top per- 
sonal account ., Locai Chevvolet 


Dealers pacted to bankroll the en- 
tire series of Golden Gloves box- 
ing matches as televised by WPIX 

ted Barber’s mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Lyia Thomas, critically injured 
when struck by a car near her 
home in Jacksonville, Fla., Satur- 
day (16) CBS sports chief and 
his wife flew to her bedside, fore- 
ing a cancellation ot their pro- 
posed holiday vacation in Mexico 
Eddie Cantor scheduled to re- 
turn from the Coast today ‘Wed.) 
to prepare his New Year's Eve 
show for NBC's “Colgate Comedy 


How 

ena Horne signed to emcee 
*VYour Show of Shows” Jan. 20 on 
deal set by Nat Debbins Marty 


Goodman submitting a tele pack- 
age headed by singer Kitty Car- 


liste _ , Robert Cummings set 
for the Bob Hope show Sunday 


(24) .. . Maurice Lapue, ex Music 
Corp of America tele sector, has 
joined the J. Walter Thompson 
agen 


Hollywood 


Norman H. Sloane named as- 
sistant to Dick Moore who direcis 
tele operations for ABC's western 
division and manages KECA-TV 

. . Following resignation of 
George Fogle, Bob Oakley stepped 
in as veepee of the National Soci- 
ety of Television Producers 
John Jay Franklin departed for 
Hawaii to lens background for a 
projected vidfilm series on the 
Islands... 
ing DuMont Television’s ‘Star 
Time”... L.A. Daily News colum- 
nist Matt Weinstock prepping a 
vidfilm series dramatizing items 
from his pillar. Peter O'’Crotty 


Phil Rapp now produc- | 


will produce 


Thor Broeks will direct 
Barry took 


KLAC-TV 
trom 


Hollywood 
Sears Roebuck 


will 


emcee cho 
program emana 
Palladium . 
bankroll t 


Fleetwood Lawton news 


show ove! 


orde 


; ry 
» ALbGELY 


e SDOr 
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* KTSL 
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Ric hard oaks 


Chicago 


Chi NBC 


Guire wrapped 


newal from the Wande1 Ci 
tine’ for the 4:45-5 Fridays 
of “Howdy Doody” 

Laren, former produce: 
MeNeill’s TV Club,” 

ABC as a staff produce 
Meck Industries has boosted 
ot te] 10 
Clothing Co. will sponsoi 


aiternoon 
beginning 
WGN-TV 
pee of C 
Assn. . 

Wray and 


ing we iN -" \ = 
stanza— 


} 


musica 


feature film on 
Jan. 
photog, 


hi 


14 


Press 


account exé 
up a 26-\ 


The Starnoters 


Dorothy 


to guest 
tele show 
Young 


on 


new 


to ved 


Mueller Christmas Das 


as V Forecast 

“Simply 
WENR-TYV, 
Assoes., 


Simon’s 
show on 
Wright & 
packaged 
Durstin 


producer 
lor Tubes, 


prexy of 


the 
the show to other 
jJOINs 


Inc 
facturer, has 
group headed 


Lewi 


Los Gatos, 


makers 


been 
bs 


dropping 


Simon’ 


clients 


Chi ABC- 
Entire 
teevee parts n 
purchased 
Jack Kaufman, 
& Kautm 
Calit., elect 


cian 
pacKase 


a> 


Ivor Me- 


IOINS 


Fred Giese, 
named fi: 
Photographers 
Fontaine, 


Monda 
“By Cand 
Shay due in 
ABC's Don 
. WBKB direct 
planning 


Dec 
agencs 
series, 1s 


stock 





Pryor Heads Heart Fund 


Arthur Pryor, veepee of BBD&O, 
named 
for the 1951 Heart Fund. 
committee 
Kintner, ABC; 


has been 


Other 


Robert E. 


Stanton, CBS; Frank White, 


Charles C. 


Craig, 


Jordan, 
Ivor Kenway, 
Lane, McCann-Erickson; Thomas D. 
Luckenbill, William Esty: 
CBS; Richard McDonagh, 
NBC: Thomas M. McDonnell, Foote, 
& Belding; 
Meade, Young & Rubicam; 
Pack, WNEW; Adrian Samish, Dan- 


Maulsby, 


Cone 


AM-TV 


Barry, NBC; 
Benton & Bowles; 
William Morris .- 
ABC; 


cer - Fitzgerald - Sample; 


Thomas, CBS; Lewis H. Titterton, 
Sylvester L. 
David A. Werblin, 
Corp. of America; and Frederick A. 
Young & Rubicam. 


Compton; 
NBC-TV; 


Zaghi, 


members 


Thomas 


Gerald F. 


Everard 


Weaver, 
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~ Richards 
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1S eteneniee 
aspects of the news so I can go 
back and keep within bounds.” 
Burns said it was “outrageous 
that the letter had not been intro- 


duced before. He *manded that 


Ford be subpenaed “to make sure 
[ get all the records 

xd replied I s Standard 

p i ) iOl rel +e counse!l Oo 

ar and ‘4 id Ford of 

i to ta an } that he ( 

) rhe 10 nen i the FC( 

iad subpenaed fro yatrick In 

1948 James D. Cunningha & 

Kamut 1é took no action 


Zt estified that Rich- 
ards never ordered h to slant the 
news. He also testified that Rich- 
ards had bombarded his staff with 
memorandums, letters and _ tele- 
grams which ranged in subject 
trom bebop music to the Wayne 
University football team 

“No one man could comply with 
all his ideas,” Fitzpatrick, who 

» weeks ago had said Richards 
haa ] 
Some of them were ridiculous.’ 

The nearly 100 character wit- 
nesses who so far have appeared on 
tichards behalf ranged all the way 
rom Detroit’s mavor, to industrial 
eaders to union leaders, to educa- 
ors, to former governors, to po- 
licemen and to "EB 9ard ot Com 


merce oOiticials 


RCA Blue Chips 


——e Continued from page 21 —— 


“definite psychosis,” said 
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was amended in June. His original 
pact had called for $100,000 dur- 
ing 1948 and $140,000 from 1949 
through 1952 

Folsom was ay er an Op- 
tion by tl he board « 90,000 shares 
of stock, along with a similar grant 
of 100,000 warrants to RCA board 
chairman David Sarnoi. The op- 
tions haven't much value at the 
moment, since they permit pur- 
chase of the shares at 5317.75, con- 
siderably ~~ the present price 
on the ye York exchange. The 
$17:75 fure was the market on 
the day ‘the warrants were granted 
The options were given to both 
execs as incentive compensation, 
particularly since,’ according to 
the minutes of the beard meeting, 
neither ot the officers “has any 
other incentive pay Board 
stated that it long ago recognized 
the desirability of the options as 
an incentive, but never gave them 
because they might be taxable and 
therefore of little value. However, 
it stated, that situation has been 
changed by clarifications in’ the 
Revenue Act of 1950 

Board, as a result, set up a com- 
ittee to make recommendations 
AVrcerning the options for Sarnoff 
and Folsom. Group consisted of 
Gano Dunn, chairman; George L. 
Harrison, Arthur E. Braun, John 
Hays Hammond, Jr., and John T. 
Cahill They came up with the 
recommendations that were 
adopted The options must be 
exercised by Nov. 3, 1955, or with- 
in three months after either of 
the execs leaves the company it 
they depart before the expiration 
date 

Niles Trammel’s contract, which 
runs from Noy. 1, 1948, until Dec. 
31, 1952, has not been changed 
He continues to get $100,000 
yearly, 


to a “man in the street” heckler, 
who ends up backing the program's 
principles. 

There was a note of irony in the 
fact that this tribute to the Bill of 
Rights and denunciation of totali- 
tarianism provoked what the 
ACLU later called ‘organized pro- 
tests." Especially since the airer 
did not mention the case of Jean 
Muir ‘who was dropped from an 
NBC-TV program because of pro- 
tests arising from her inclusion in 
“Red Channels”) and since the 
ACLU some months ago offered to 
support Channels topper Ted 
Kirkpatrick when the itter was 

ost censored off an NBC sta 


r..3) 
Ti0N. mri 





~ Xmas Shows 


7,——_— Continued from page > 
phonette, Paul Tripp and dramati- 
zations of children’s classics 

Almost all of the regular com- 
mercial stanzas are being decked 
with Yule trimmings during the 
holiday Additionally, spe- 
cial airers have been set. Among 
the special shows are: 

NBC-TV's “Heralds of Goodwill,” 
a salute to the United Nations 
which Caroline Burk. is producing 
for the 11:30 p.m. slot on Christmas 
Eve. Ben Grauer will explain carols 
of many lands and Juanita Hall and 
a chorus will sing. 

‘Hansel and Gretel’ on TV 

“Hansel and Gretel” will be sung 
in English by the NBC-TV Opera 
Theatre Monday at 2 p.m. 

“The Joyful Hour,” Jerry Fair- 
banks-lensed vidpic of the Nativity, 
is being screened by all four 
video webs. It was produced by 
Father Patrick Peyton with a cast 
ot Hollywood names. On some local 
Outlets it is being sponsored. 

DuMont is airing an hourlong 
“Christmas Song” Monday at 9 
p.m., featuring special music by 
Robert Russell Bennett and Metop 
Brian Sullivan and Lois 
Hunt. Cardinal Spellman will visit 
WABD’'s (N. Y.) “Morning Chapel” 
today (Wed.) at 9:15 a.m. 

ABC-TV is telensing 
Christmas,” in cooperation with the 
Protestant Radio Commission on 
Monday at 9:30 p.m., depicting a 
family sing with old English carols. 

Radiowise, ABC will originate 
“Christmas Stocking” from Chicago 
on Monday from 3-4 p.m., with Jon 
Arthur and “Sparky” 
the Lone Ranger, Ozzie and Har- 
riet Nelson, Dick Haymes, Ginny 
Simms, Ted Malone, Happy Felton 
and others guesting. At 11 a.m. the 
web will beam “GI Christmas Call.” 
airing calls from GIs overseas and 
their families in the States. 

CBS will air the fifth annual 
Christmas Eve concert of 17th and 
18th century music by the Boston 
Society of Ancient Instruments 
Sunday (24) at 11:30 p.m., and the 
annual program of carols with the 
Collegiate Chorale and Dorothy 
Maynor at midnight. , 

Mutual, for the fourth consecu- 
tive year will present the AM *“Jov- 
ful Hour’ on Christmas Eve at 10 
p.m., with a score of stars. Web 
will also air the “St. Nicholas Can- 
tata” with the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra at 8 p.m., Sunday (24), 

“Thou Bethlehem,” dramatization 
of the Nativity, will be aired at 
11:30 p.m., followed by an hour in 
Which displaced persons in Euro- 
pean camps will be heard in carols. 

Premiere ot “Birthday in Bethle- 
hem,” by Gene Bone and Howard 
Fenton with text by Frank King- 
don, will be broadcast by NBC at 
11:30 p.m. Sunday (24), 


| 








season 


singers 


as hosts. and 


“Family 


$1,500,000 Deal Pending 
For Atlantic City Sale Of 
2 Stations, 3 Newspapers 


Atlantic City, Dec. 19, 

Plans to sell the three newspa- 
pers and two radio stations operat- 
ed by the Atlantic City, N. J., Press- 
Union Publishing Co. for a sum of 
between $1,000,000 and $1,500,000, 
have been announced here. 
headed by R. L. Ad- 
ams. editor and publisher of the 
Bethlehem, Pa., Globe-Times, will 
assume ownership of the resort 
publishing firm as soon as the FCC 
acts on the transfer of the radio 
licenses 

Albert J. Fevl, president of the 
Press-Union Publishing Co., said 
the transfer includes the Morning 
and Sunday Press, the Evening 
Union and radio stations WBAB 
and WBAB-FM. Adams said the 
new owners plan no changes in 
operation or personnel. 

Present owners, Feyl, Francis 
Croasdale, vice-president, and for 
more than 30 vears managing edi- 
tor, and the famil, of the late Paul 
J. O'Neill, former secretary-treas- 
urer and advertising manager, have 
controlled the newspapers since 
April 2, 1919. 


\ companys 





Vivienne Segal Retiring 
After Wedding Robinson 
With Vivienne Segal’s marriage 

to Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS pro- 

gram veepee, she will retire pro- 
fessionally after a long career in 
almost every branch of show busi- 

ness. She had planned essaying a 

new TV series with Glenda Farrell 

(two former showgirls in the mid- 

dle-age of their careers), but now 

CBS is seeking a new vis-a-vis for 

Miss Farrell. Joan Blondell is un- 

der discussion. 

This is Robinson’s third mar- 
riage, the first two being radio 
scripter Terry Lewis and more re- 
cently, Margaret Whiting, the song- 


stress. 








Cowles, Paley 


_—_mmm Continued from page 21 





left the Cowles’ Minneapolis Star- 
Tribune farm for the office of 
Kingsley Murphy, former Tribune 
owner-publisher and now owner of 
KSO, CBS’ Des Moines outlet. 
Attached to the bird were “cor- 
dial greetings, warmest regards, 
happy Holiday. Signed, John 
Cowles.” Cowles and Murphy are 
directors in the Star-Tribune and 
have been closely associated in 
business for a decade. Meanwhile, 
with the turkey on its way, CBS 
brass and the Cowles triumvirate 
shook hands, the vibrations shak- 
ing loose the KSO-CBS Des Moines 


connection along with KSCJ's 
Sioux Citv CBS affiliation. 
For ABC the switches, which 


take effect June 15, mean goodbye 
to WNAX, Yankton, and KRNT, 
Des Moines The third Cowles 
station, WCOP, Boston, is not to 
move under the CBS banner be- 
cause Columbia has its owned-and- 
operated WEEI in the Hub. 

For Kingsley Murphy of KSO, 
20°% stockholder in the Minne- 
apolis Star-Tribune, it was cold 
turkey for Christmas. Cowles had 
sold KSO to Murphy in 1944. 


























Civil Liberties | 
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a librarian who was fired, after 36 
years on the job, because she sub- 
scribed to the Nation, New Repub- 
lic and Negro Digest; a Berkeley 
college prot who refused to sign a 
loyalty oath as a “freeze on ideas,” 


and a government employee who} 


was dropped because 17 vears ago, 
as part of a Bryn Mawr political 


| 


science course, she had attended a| 


‘Communist Party meeting. 


Stanza ended with a discussion | 
which Pat-| 


of the McCarran Act, 
rick Murphy Malin, of the ACLU, 
termed 


“notorious because it un-} 


| 
| 
' 
' 


dermines our greatest strength— | 
| our ability to tolerate all opinions, | 


| unpopular as they may be.” 
Producer-director Homer 


Fick- | 


| ert lined up a name cast, including | 


|'Melvyn Douglas as 
Kenny Delmar, Berry Kroeger, 
| Anita Louise, Karl Malden, E. G. 
Marshali, Sanford Meisner, Bue- 
gess Meredith, Cameron Prud’- 
homme, Joel Walsh and Mary 
Wickes, with Don Pardo as an- 
nouncer. Philip Lewis’ script was 
in a much-used format, that of 
narrators expounding their views 


emcee and! 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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ABCTV, 


Offers television sponsois 


Lower Production Costs due 








to its “flow chart” service 


and production facilities 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


c. E. Hooper is reportedly asking $2,000 each per month for sub- 
scription to his projected Hooperecomder, new automatic audience 
measurement device for video. Subscribers must also pay six months 


dvance. : 
Device comprises an instrument attached to video receivers, which 





would transmit signals automatically to a central office via leased tele- 


hone wires. In that way, subscribers will be able to get a running 


account of their ratings during the time a show is being aired. Hooper | 


lans to launch the system initially in N. Y., Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Net spokesmen, while favoring the idea of getting an on-the-spot 
rating, noted that the system will lack the advantage inherent in 


Hooper's present coincidental telephone measuring of learning the com- | services, to provide recreation for 


| servicemen in the U.S. and abroad. 


position of their audience. 





Possible insight into the sympathetic attitude held by most sports 
fans for ex-heavyweight champ Joe Louis is contained in American 
Research Bureau ratings for November. NBC’s “Greatest Fights of the 
Century” on the Friday night rated featured films of the bout in which 
Louis won his title from Jim Braddock. Fifteen-minute program out- 
drew by three percentage points NBC’s “Gillette Cavalcade of Sports,” 
with its standard pickups of fights from Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y. 

“Greatest Fights,” bankrolled by Chesebrough through the Cayton 
follows immediately after the Garden bouts on the NBC video 





agency, ; : 
web, Program grabbed a 24.5 rating, as compared with the 24.2 drawn 
the same night by the Gillette bouts. 


| NBC-TV Preems 8-H 


| Continued from page 25 


separate 
the old 
studio. 






































control room, located on|the six cameras, the producer or 
ninth-floor level of the/|director will have eight monitor 
There are also separate | screens before him—one for each of 


glass curtain. This can be raised | picture. In addition, a ninth mon- 
or lowered, to make it one or two | itor can be used for remote camera 
rooms. |pickups or for film transmission. 
e Studio is designed for use with| Studio is also equipped with a 

six cameras, including one which is 15x20-foot rear-projection screen, 
to be mounted on a special island | believed to be the largest ever 
suspended from the ceiling. This | used, as well as the standard 9x12- 
There’s a small bal- 


is for high camera angles, as well | foot screen. 
as for “follow” spotlights. 


With 
city of about 300, as well as 15 
dressing-rooms and a_ plush-and- 
chromium makeup room. In addi- 
tion to the Montgomery show, the 
studio will also be used initially 
for “Kraft TV Theatre” and the 
“Musical Comedy Time” series. 


L 


know they're on the spot so they're 
improving the system.” 

But, Johnson added, “we've 
never heard anyone tell us how 
much the system will cost... No 


one says anything about cost... 
Maybe that’s why they don't come 


in. 
ih ‘) . Bailey, in reply to a question, 
said about RCA’s color: “I will 


sa that even toda RCA 
The American Chanteuse from Paris y y 


could not meet the requirements 
> WILT SHAW+ HORACE BIAZ 


laid down by the Commission, but 
end his Orchestra end his Ensemble 














CBS-Coy 
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I must say they've come a long 
way since their original demon- 
stration.” 

Fisher pointed out that RCA has 
taken no legal steps that would 
even suggest reopening the record. 
“No one can say,” he added, “that 
we saw an acceptable picture on 
the RCA system.” 

On one point, the were agreed: 
that the controversy has advanced 
the development of color tele- 
vision by many years. 


Special New Year's Eve Party 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 
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THAT REGISTER 
IN DETROIT 


We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 
CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 

GARRETT WINES 
BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 1PANA TOOTHPASTE 


CAMEL CIGARETTES LAFRANCE 


CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE OAKITE 
COLGATE VEL PHILIP MORRIS 


Follow these leaders and boost your 8° 





B. C. REMEDY 
BLONDEX 


les! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


TROIT 


488 MADISON AVENUE 
ELDORADO 5§-2455 
THE KATZ AGENCY, 


WJBK-AM:TV-DE 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 
NEW YORK 22, 


Represented Nationally by INC 





SPEAR ee eee HORE BOOB EHHEHEEEOHH OTHE REE: 


Govt. Figures to Vie 


In Amateur Hour Jan. 25 


Washington, Dec. 19. | 
For the second consecutive year, | 
a Ted Mack “Original Amateur | 











Educational TV Posers 


Continued from page 25 


Hour,” featuring top figures in| the minds of the teachers acquaint- the appeal of popular shows is not 


Government, 
armed services, will be held here. 
Affair has been slated for Consti- 
tution Hall, Jan. 
Women’s National 
sponsoring. 
Proceeds of the ticket sale will | 
go to the armed forces’ associated | 


Press 


Last year’s show was sponsored by | 
the American Heart Assn. 
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Don Lee 











CBS and General Tire together 
would pay a total rental over a 





Continued from page 23 


| 10-year period of $5,200,000 for a 


control rooms for the video and | the cameras, one for the “preview” | 


audio technicians, separated by a | shot and one for the on-the-air | suggested for scrutiny. 


cony for an audience with a capa- | 


| proceeding to transfer the Don Lee | 


,and is “premature” at this time, | 


' 
} 


| 


} 


| 
} 
' 
| 


' 
} 


j 
| 
{ 


building in L. A. which cost only 


$2,100,000 to construct after World 


War II and, in addition, assume 
taxes and maintenance costs. “Un- 
til the Commission obtains full in- | 
formation regarding this deal,” it 
asserted, “one can rightfully specu- 
late how much trafficking in con- | 
struction permits and applications | 
is involved in this leasehold de- 
vice.” 

Other aspects of the deal were 
The peti- 
tion noted that General Tire, as 
owner of the Yankee Network, al- 
ready holds a 19% interest in the 


/nominator in national tastes. 
rather, the network is seeking to | 
develop shows that “all of the peo- 


Congress and _ the| ed with budgetary practicalities. 


Much-discussed alternative te 


25, with the. actual ownership of teevee stations 


Club _ by schools was the increase of edu- 
| cational programming by the com- 


mercial stations. Many of the 
radio educational projects ex: 
plained at the confab were con 


| ducted in cooperation with regular | 


AM stations which have devoted 
their public service air time to 
specific school programs. It’s en- 
visioned a similar pattern will de- 
velop in video. 

Along this line, delegates heard 
with considerable interest 
tele veepee Sylvester (Pat) Weav- 
er’s blueprinting of web’s “Opera- 
tion Frontal Lobes.” NBC exec 


outlined the ambitious public serv- | 


ice project at the Wednesday (13) 
luncheon. He also took the oppor- 
tunity to answer some of the criti- 


icism that has been coming from 


educational circles about the pro- 


' gram quality of teevee and its al- | 


legedly harmful effect upon chil- 
dren. 

He 
NBC’s 


that 
shows 


emphatically denied 
broadly patterned 


_which are aimed at the “all-family, 
all-set” circulation, means the web 


is seeking the lowest common de- 
But, 


Mutual Broadcasting System. With | ple like some of the time, rather 
Don Lee’s 19% interest in Mutual, than shows some of the people like 
General Tire would have 38% of | all of the time,” he said. 


Mutual stock which, says the peti- | 
tion, would be contrary to the Mu- | 
tual charter, which limits holding ' 
to not more than 25% except by | 


consent of the other stockholders. | 


In its opposition to the Pauley 
petition, General Tire offered 
three principal objections: (1) Tele | 


Weaver told the educators that 


NBC | 


necessarily infantile. He declared 
that the people who don’t care for 
Milton Berle are “statistically in- 
significant.” 

No official business was handled 
|at the Conference, which was de- 
voted chiefly to workshop and panel 
| sessions dealing with all phases of 
_educational broadcasting. 








Nat’l Emergency | 


Continued from page 4 =e 








could be built, it’s likely that the 
FCC will go ahead with processing 
of applications, once the alloca- 
tions have been decided on. In 


many cities there will be more ap- 
plications than channels available, 
and hearings will be necessary. It 
usually takes a year for permits to 
be granted on hearing cases. Even 
where no hearings are required, 
several months are required for 
processing an application. 

Under the emergency powers 
granted to the President, radio or 
television stations could be seized 
or shut down by the Governments. 
However, such authority was not 
exercised during World War II and 
it’s unlikely it would be used now. 

Presumably, the purpose of pro- 
viding such powers is to enable 
the Government to operate any 
| stations, upon compensation to the 
owners, if such action is deemed 
necessary in the national interest. 


| 








Ne 


California has no “standing” in the | 


stations, (2) the question as to the | 
disposition of the Frisco TV appli- 
cation is “irrelevant” to the case | 





and (3) the petition is “wholly 
frivolous and interposed solely for 
the purpose of delay.” 

General Tire pointed out that no 
proposal has been made for the 
assignment of the Frisco applica- 
tion and that there is no “immedi- 
ate question,” before the Commis- 
sion with respect to it. “It is 
obvious,” it asserted, “that no 
action taken by the Commission on 
the transfer applications in any 
way limits or prejudices the action 
that the Commission might later 
decide to take in connection with 
the San Francisco television appli- 
cation.” 

However, General said it would 
have no objection to the Commis- 
sion approving the sale without 
limiting or in any way, prejudic- 
ing whatever action it may later 
take on the disposition of the 
channel. 











AM-TV Role | 
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importance of morale among the 
armed forces as well as on the 
home front. He said the broad- 
casters could perform an invalu- 
able service to the nation and to 
the troops overseas. 

Secretary Sawyer and National 
Production Authority Administra- 
tor William H. Harrison asked the 
Council for facilities by which any 
problems requiring the aid of 
broadcasters could be handled 
quickly. 

Council members attending the 
conferences included reps of all 
major radio and TV networks, com- 
mercial and educational stations, 
the Television Broadcasters Assn. 
and the Radio-Television Manu- 
facturers Assn. 


Cordic’s Philco TV Deal 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
Rege Cordic, WWSW’s early 
morning waker-upper and just 
about the hottest thing in radio 
around here these days, has signed 





| 
| 
| 
} 
' 





VV takes more giant 


strides upward in Detroit... 


Radio Center. 





for a TV show, too. 

Philco’s tagged the comedy plat- 
ter-spinner for a half-hour show 
every Wednesday afternoon on 
WDTV. beginning Jan. 4, with vir- 
tually the same format he uses on 
AM every morning over indie sta- 
tion between 6 and 9. 





Memphis—-KWEM. West Mem- | 
phis indie, booked up with Pro- | 
gressive Broadcasting System, last, 
week. ° 


FIRST IN MICHIGAN 


WW stv 


NBC Television Network 


Ground has been broken for WWJ-TV’s 
beautiful new television studio building, 
adjoining present WWJ studios. Scheduled 
for completion in the spring, the com- 
bined buildings will give Detroit a great 


The facilities housed in this new building 
will be in keeping with the importance of 
television as a selling medium in the Detroit 
market and WWJ-TV’s position as the Num- 
ber One television station. 


Because WWJ-TV is 2 years ahead, and 
always 2 steps ahead, Detroiters tune to 
WWJ-TV first just as advertisers turn to 
WWJ-TV first for results. 


Owned ond Opercted by THE DETROIT NEWS 


National Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Orch - The “The Bandwagon" 
These are two fine Columbia long- 
play disks scored from a pair of 
legit musical hits of the 1930's. 
On both, Mary Martin delivers the 
click tunes from each show with 
backing from a vocal chorus and 
an orch under Lehman Engel’s 
baton. Excellently equipped for 
this assignment, Miss Martin 
neatly dishes up “You're the Top,” 














Jenkins 
Weavers: “So Long” - “Lonesome 
Traveler” (Decca). ‘The same team 
that ran away from the field with 
“Goodnight Irene’ has come up 
with another likely smash in “So 
Long,” also a folk number The 
Weavers and Gordon Jenkins orch 
and combine to make this 


Gordon 


chorus 


a colorful, lusty-flavored deck. |! Get a Kick Out of You” and 
Re . is another good . aie Blow, Gabriel, Blow” from Cole 
reverse 1S anotner Lie TOiK Lune Porter's “Anything Goes.” From 
but the commercial values are the Howard-Dietz-Arthur Schwartz 
questionable show, “The Bandwagon,” she reg- 
Jo Stafford: “If’-“It Is No /Sters in superlative style on such 
Secret” ‘Columbia ‘If’ has a numbers as “It Better Be Good,” 
definite potential. A fine ballad, New Sun in the Sky and “‘Danc- 
it's sold py Miss Staftord with !™8 in the Dark Ted Royal did 
her customary tastefulness On the orchestrations. 
the reverse, she joins with a vocal . 
quartet on a= solid version of Platter Pointers 
“Secret,” a religioso item that’s George Siravo orch has added a 
continuing to build in the pop sharp-sounding platter to Colum- 
market. Paul Weston: orch back- ; i 5s 
grounds neatls bia’s Dance Date long-play 
Freddy Martin Orch: “Hullaba- SSMS - +) Discover) has a couple 
loo"-“Poetry” (Victor This ver- Of fine long-play di-ks by Paul 
“Tr 9 Smith’s instrumental quartet and 
sion of “hullabaloo” has the in- Sage ; my ac 8 
Mary Ann McCall, backed by Phil 


gredients for a big jock and juke 


ride. Martin's orch gives this rous- — : paced . ae —_ ee 
ing tune an energetic but smooth “a , Me” te Col € bi: _ ware 
treatment with Mery Griffin han- | @22¢ Me tor votumbia + vase 
dling the vocal in effective style Lynn's version of “Rainy Day Re- 
ling the cal in effective style. | er ow «o hichie fictonahle 4 
Reverse is a weak novelty frain’ is highly hi enable Lon 
5 es don Margaret Phelan does 

T Benny eee a niin [ ie» okay on “Thinking of You” (King! 
aw a Puddy at’’-"“Ferrs oa ; pent egg Specs. 

Inn” (London). A click in Eng- arg ct rey lila You" 
land, “Puddy Tat” is just ludi- parce < ‘_¢ : 
¥ + ee ee ieee rates spins , Benny Strong has 
crousi} “es a to a ee a good cut of “Dear Dear Dear” 
attention in the . S. market. gor Capitol Fran Warren has 


Worse, but not much worse novel- 
ties have happened before. Benny 
Lee & Mary deliver the lyric in 
hokey baby-talk style with suitable 
accompaniment by the Stargazers 
and Nat Temple’s orch. Reverse 


a good version of “Teardrops from 
My Eyes” (Victor Teddy Wil- 
son orch has fine sides in “Some- 
thing I Dreamed Last Night” and 
“The Shiek of Araby” (MGM)... 
Bob Dewey's orch dishes up more 


is an okay number but without jictenable sides in “Castles in the 
any unusual pegs to latch on Sand” and “I'm the One Who 

Tallulah Bankhead: “You Go to Loves You,” Tommy Furtado 
My Head"-"“l'll Be Seeing You” vocalling (Victor>... Toni Arden’s 
(Columbia). Initial waxing stint cut of “I’m Praying to St..Chris- 
by Tallulah Bankhead has more topher” is a good entry in the re- 
personality than musical interest. ligioso cycle (Columbia Les 
Sultry - voiced with more than a. Brown orch has a sharp version 
Suggestion of Marlene Dietrich in of “Thirsty for Your Kisses” (Co- 


her style, Tallu recites rather than lumbia) . Another good version 


Sings these standards with her of “My Heart Cries for You” by 

usual disdain for such conven-: Evelyn Knight and Red Foley for 

tionas as flats and sharps. Her Decca. 

fans will approve. Joe Bushkin Standout folk, western, jazz, 

and string orch give’ polished polka, religious, etc: Tampa Red, 

backgrounds. “Don't Blame Shorty for That” 
Margaret Whiting: “Over and (Victor) ... Le Fevre Trio, “Swing 


Down Chariot” (Bibletone) . : 
Kenny Roberts, “Cry Baby Blues” 
(Coral) . . . Sister Rosetta Tharpe, 


Over and Over”’-*The Moon was 
Yellow” (Capitol). “Over” is a 
haunting-type ballad that Miss 
Whiting renders in dramatic style | 
with a big assist from a striking 





| 
(Columbia). | 


“Heaven Is Not My Home” (Decea) | 
: Cecil Campbell’s Tennessee | 
Ramblers, “Steel Guitar Rag” (Vic- | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 9) 
London, Dec. 12. 
| Rudolph Reindeer.. Chappell 
/ J Taw a Putty Tat..Connelly 
| Goodnight Irene. .....Leeds 
Xmas in Killarney. ..Connelly 
Mona Lisa....... New World 


Sam’s Song......... Sterling 
Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
| Have I Told You..... Leeds 
|} Autumn Leaves..... Maurice 
| Orange Colored Sky Morris 
' Ashes of Roses Connelly 
My Christmas Wish Reine 
' 
Second 12 
Silver Dollar Pie 
If { Were Blackbird Box & Cox 
In English Garden Sun 
I Only Saw Him Once Unit 


If ] Loved You Williamson 


Ferry Boat Inn Connells 
All My Love Maurice 
We'll Keep a Welcome Cox 
Bewitched Sterling 
Daddy's Little Girl Yale 
Petite Waltz Duchess 
Dream is a Wish Disney 








MORRIS MUSIC GETS 
250-POINT ASCAP HIKE 


E. H 


a 250-point 


Morris Musie was granted 
hike in its 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
last 


American 


Publishers 
week. Total availability for Buddy 
Morris’ three firms, E. H. Morris, 
Mayfair and Melrose Music, is now 
about 3,300. 

Raise in Morris’ rating followed 
by a week availability raises for 
Pickwich, a Leeds subsid; Words 
& Music, jointly owned by Jack 
Robbins and Cork O'Keefe. and 
Isham Jones Music, owned by 
Sammy Kaye. 


availability rating 





Anderson to Europe 
To O.O. for Concerts 
Ernie man- 
Hack 


Anderson, personal 


ager for Joe Bushkin, Bobby 


ett and a flock of other jazz instru- | 


mentalists, leaves fou 
week to line 
his stable. Anderson will also 0.0. 
the booking situation for a number 
of Joe Glaser’s attractions, such 
as Louis Armstrong, wiio is slated 
for another European swing early 
next vear. 

Anderson will hit Stockholm, Co- 
penhagen, Brussels, Paris and Lon- 
don, the main stopover points for 
jazz concertizers. 


Europe next 


up concert dates for 





i cialties, such 





Band Reviews 








CLYDE McCOY ORCH (16) 
With Chris Abbott 
Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. ’ 
Clyde McCoy is an established 
favorite of long standing around 
K. C., and always a welcome book- 
‘ing in the Terrace Grill of the 
/Muehlebach. This is his second 
| stand in the room during 1950, and 
{his sixth in the hotel during his 
; Career 
| As lead-man is an exponent of 
the music-is-for-those-who-pay-the- 





checks-school, music put out by 
this crew is the mecoy in that re- 
spect, but good It’s rhythmic, 


rounded out in a 
number of styles. It’s embellished 
with the leader's own waa-waas 
trumpet work, vocals by Chris Ab- 
bott, and McCoy's veteran show- 
manship. It sums up as music for 
the dancers and patrons, strongly 
in the standard popular vein. 

Instrumentally crew is one of 
the bigger outfits to hit town, 
carrving five reeds, trio of trom- 
bones. trio of trumpets in addi- 
tion ta McCoy's famed specialty 
work, and a rhythm section of pi- 
ano, string bass, guitar and drums. 
Arranging favors the brass. in 
muted style. but calls for good 
Ceal of feature work from all sec- 
tions in sending out widely varied 
rhvthms and mixing up standard 
songs with hits of the day, Latins 
and novelties 


full-blown and 


On the vocal score McCoy is 
bringing along voung Chris Ab- 
bott, as romantic baritone bal- 
ladeer. Young singer has beén 
with the crew a little over a year, 
and has come along in that time. 
MeCoy connection is his first big- 


league connection, and Abbott now 
Shows accomplished work, usually 
on the sweeter stvled songs. With 
MeCoy's renowned trumpet spe- 
as the timeless “Su- 
gar Blues,” band rates highly in 
the entertainment department. 

Crew works in various midwest 
clubs and theatres before heading 
tor Florida late in the winter 

Quin. 
~ ow _ - — 
90 Jazz-Swing Disks 
‘ 
In Col Re-Release 

Columbia Records, in an effort 
penetrate the rhythm 
and blues market, is releasing some 
of its old jazz and 
Diskery is taking 
its best numbers and backing them 
on for marketing in 
rhythm and blues territories. 

Among the artists on the reissues 


to further 


50 couplings 
swing releases, 


new 78s 


orchestral background. On _ the CORAL ADD are Billy iday. Ji : 
flip, Miss Whiting delivers thet? .. . Elton Britt, “Lost and S LYN MURRAY are Billy Holliday, Jimmy Lunce 
standard in éffective style. Frank Found Blues” (Victor) Bud . Coral Records has added the ford, Lucky Millinder, Count Basie 
DeVol’s  orch provides superb | Messner, “Skyliners Boogie” ‘Ab- Lyn Murray orch and choir to its and Johnny, Hodges. Present Co- 
framework , bey)... Dorothy Ann, “Sam. Don’t , talent roster. Deal calls for sev- lumbia r&b setup has only about 

Buddy Mo —= Ri Slam the Door” (Abbey) . . Mr. @ral sides with options. eight artists actively recording. 
Rita’-"Shadow Waltz”. bl aden Goon Bones & Barney Lantz, The Decca subsid has also inked Move is designed to expand the de- 
ing On'-"Little Grey Home . the “When You Wore a, Tulip” (Mer- Nick Perito, accordionist. to a deal partment’s coverage without adding 
West” (Victor). These latest sides SU’: also calling for a few sides. artists. 
by the new Buddy Morrow orch, © , -__ <= . —— Oe ee eee 
have a clean bounce sivle_ with/| 
Monin sanded taonione eat eAeee., 1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines. Week of bes. 16 
ling the swinging instrumentation, etna ee i al 
sans the Tommy Dorsev style. ee : : ; 
Temaien scores strongly on such Be Deere WARTS (8) (Ame «gcc incasi ccc decessecen Patti Page ....cccece. Mercury 
standards as “Rio Rita,” delivered as. Bees Cees SO) CED .. Cc dock cos cae euceceseswan Lveen woe Phil Harris (dienes es<¥ eon 
On,” dished out on a rocking best |¢ 2 ALL MY LOVE (15) (Mills) ........seesererssrermereeree: cnigicy ae gpamapai So 

| Alb % —" 4 4. HARBOR LIGHTS (9) (Cigppell es jhuxeeaeeneaecess Sammy Kauve Columbia 

um Reviews |? 5. NEVERTHELESS (7) (Chappell) ....... Pea cares ite ee etal 

Robert Alda-Vivian Biaine-Sam : SS ietie-<“ag™ : 
Levene: “Guys and Dolls” (Decca), 6. ORANGE COLORED SKY (8) (Frank) .........0.55065 , King Cole-Stan Kenton. Capitol 3 
Out of Frank Loesser’s click legit ‘ . . —e . { Don Cherry, een Decca 
musical, Decea has packaged the 7. THINKING OF YOU (4) (Remick) er eee ee eT eT yee ) Eddie Fisher............ Victor 
el aa ee eee 8. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (16) (Valando) ............ pana Ames Bros. ......seeee: Coral 
stature as an original and versa- 9. PLL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (5) (Famous) ..........00c0000. Dean MOF os .sevess Capitol 
tile lyricist and composer, with 10. I'LL NEVER BE FREE (12) (Valando) tense chee eee Kay Starr Tenn. Ernie . Capitol 
frequent flashes of billianey, is 


fully revealed on wax where the 


tunes have to stand up on their Second Group 
essential merit. The racy humor 

of the show has been caught in MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (Massey) ........... pangeeweees 
this 12-inch long-play platter as 

well as the romantic interludes. A BUSHEL AND A PECK (Morris) rTreiye rr cere re 
Vivian Blaine’s delivery of “Ade- 
laide’s Lament” is great, equalled TO THINK YOU'VE CHOSEN ME (Valando)....... geeeseue ° 
only by her duet with Sam Levene { 
on “Sue Me.” Isabel Bigley neatly 4 OH BABE (Alamo) ten eeeneees teen eeeey 
seats over “If I Were a Bell” in’ 
Straight style and teams with_ TY On SSES 

Rehan Aide cn & fleck of aoad THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSFS (Mutwal) ............. see eeneeee) 
canes —s nes Rin MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) ............... hwenes 
enough for the job. ubby Kaye, , on 

Johnny Silver and Pat Rooney, Sr., PATRICIA (BVC) ....... ee cae ee ee 
deliver flavorsomely on such tunes THE ROVING KIND (Hollis) —WREETTUTCTIOTCTEOLEELEECTRET Eee 
as “The Oldest Established Crap CHRISTMAS IN KILLARNEY (Remick) .............ceeeee08: 
Game,” “Guys and Dolls,” and 


LA VIE EN ROSE (13) (Harms) 


*More I Cannot Wish You.” Other 


FESFHSEFHSFFSFFFSFSSHFESSSSSESESSSSSEFESFFFEOFESEFOSESS HHT ETIP OOS 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 
Betty Hutton Perry Como Victor 


Eddy Howard Mercury 
Aines Bros - Coral 
Louis Prime ....Robin Hood 
oe Coral 
Mills Bros Tre Decca 
Vaughn Monroe ........Victor 

Perru Como ere er Victor 
Guy Mitchell ........Columbia 
Percy Faith ........ Columbia 
Tony Mertir Victor 


standout items among the 16 num- : 7 — \ Gordon Jenkins Weavers Decca 
bers in this set are “Take Mack GOODNIGHT IRENE (17) (Spencer) ...... etn enawneenes ‘eoe* >) Prank Sinatri ....... Columbia 
rour Mink,” vocalled by Miss : : (K le 4 ; 
Blaine and a femme chorus. and MONA LISA (20) (Paramount) eoeerven eeeeesess Fines + Ding ora sare —_— 
“Luck Be « Lady,” delivered ade- . ; ' . Rialto cme * 
quately by Alda.’ Irving Aetmen DREAM A LITTLE DREAM (Words & Music) ...........-.6.+. Franke Loine.....+... Mercury 
B musical director with George PETITE WALTZ (Duchess) eae asced babieneeeeneeewe Guy Lombordc ..........Decca 
assman and Ted Royal responsi- MY r Maric 7 rs 
i te the sekemiions ead ee ee Ee ID os nnedacic se p0edssas ens peaeneudesecvenese Mario Lanzd ............ Victor 
oe — for the vocal ar- \Figures tn parentheses tndicate numbe* of weeks song has becn tm the Top 102 
angements. 

Mary Martin: “Anything Goes= © 4¢66666666666666666¢6666669966 0404 CFUFEOFFFFESOO: FHFFFESEOOESFFEF O44 F660. 





Jazz at 76 Warrenton, Boston 
Jimmy McPartland, long asso- 
‘ciated with jazz and exponent of 
' the Bix school of corneting, is cur. 
rently breaking in a nifty six-piece 
combo at Steve Connolly’s newly 
opened downtown jazz spot, Jazz 
at 76 Warrenton, with solid overall 


[Samat McPARTLAND (6) 


results. MePartland, whose sur- 
rounding all-star setup includes 
his wite, Marian Page, an 88-er 


who stacks up with the best in the 
jazz idiom; trombonist Vie Dicken- 
son: clarinetist Buster Bailey, and 
ex-Kenton sidemen, bassist Max 
Wayne and drummer Bob Varney, 
has welded a formidable group 
whose individual styles comple- 
ment each other solidly. This in it- 
self is quite an accomplishment, 
for the rhythm section tends to be 
on a modern kick while the front- 
line hews to the more traditional, 

While ensemble playing accents 
dixieland, McPartland wisely gives 
group plenty of solo spots to show. 
case talents, with Dickenson pur- 
veying a solid sense of humor via 
tromboning “Blues in the Night,” 
Bailey some topnotch technical 
manipulating of “Body and Soul,” 
with Max Wayne getting in his 
licks with his own composition, 
“The Black Cat.” As for Miss 
Page, versatile gal dishes out sock 
pionoing, whether soloing “Yester- 
dav” in modern vein or backing 
soloists in accepted dixieland style. 
She has a terrific beat combined 
with taste and showmanship savvy. 
. McPartland, plenty’ articulate 
m. ¢. with a casual, informal man- 
ner. succeeds in making each set a 
production, meanwhile’ sparking 
the crew through such standards 
as “Squeeze Me” and “That's a 
Plenty” with the solid corneting 
that has long been his trademark. 

Following group’s Hub date, Mc- 
Partland and rhythm section fill 
an engagement in Columbus, O., 
after which Dickenson and Bailey 
rejoin for booking in Toronto, with 
lineup remaining intact for future 
record and bistro dates. Elie. 


— 





Humorous Folk Songs In 
Kalmanoff-Baer Concert 


Composer Martin Kalmanoff pre- 
sented’a group of his serious, hu- 
morous and folk songs in a recital 
last Wednesday (13) at Times Hall, 
N. Y. Kalmanoff, whose pop copy- 
,rights include the current “Just 
Say I Love Her” and “At a Side- 
walk Penny Arcade,” has taken 
numerous poems and set them to 
music, with varying results, 

Among the more melodic of his 
works are A. E. Houseman’s “When 
I Was One-and-Twenty,” “The Lord 
Is My Shepherd” and “Ou Ton 
Coeur Se Pose,” from a poem by 
Victor Hugo. Kalmanoff has also 
taken some humorous verse and set 
it to equally light and humorous 
music. The best are a song-cycle 
.of poems written by Edwin Mar- 
tenet; “The Commuter’s Carol,” 
a poem by Atra Baer, who is Kal- 


manoff's wife, a journalist and 
daughter of Hearst humorist Ar- 
thur “Bugs” Baer; “Moo,” from a 


poem by Robert Hillyer, and “To 
My (?) Cat.” by Miss Baer. 

About half the lyrics on the pro- 
gram were written by Miss Baer. 
Among the best are two folk songs, 
“Brandy Is My True Love’s Name” 
and “Adam’s Lament.” Lyrical 
but somewhat superficial is “‘Met- 
ropolitan Folk-Songs,” a song-cycle 
consisting of six parts. Lyrics are 
by Miss Baer and the work dedi- 
cated to her father. Closing por- 
tion of the program was excerpts 
\from Kalmanoff’s and Miss Baer’s 
prize-winning opera, “Fit for a 
King.” 

Soloists were Nancy Kenyon, & 
soprano who a few years ago was 
seen on Broadway as Magnolia in 
the revival of “Show Boat,” and 
James Beni, baritone, Miss Ken- 
yon, who, in addition to an excel- 
lent voice, knows how to hold an 
audience, treated her songs warmly 
_and delicately. Beni, a little stiff 
|at first. proved equally capable as 
the evening progressed. Kalman- 
off accompanied at the piano. 

j Chan. 





COLEMAN JOINS CARLE 


+ Roger Coleman has joined the 
Frankie Carle orch as vocalist. He 
formerly worked as a single in the 
midwest. 

| Band has been functioning in re- 
cent months with just songstress 
Joan House, who'll continue with 
Coleman. 
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ASCAP NEARS ALL-WWOOD DEAL 
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Seed chestras are liable to come up with Sewell, who sought the record- | companies’ move as a boost since 
Ton plan next year of offering per- ing secretary post held by Maury Sutton Subsidiary the price differential between for- 
m by DREYER-MARKS’ MUSIC | centage deals to the longhair name Paul. Balloting began yesterday, New publishing firm, Folkwa eign and domestic platters were 
 aiee stars. While this has been done morning, with straight ticket win- susie Publishers. Inc.. has b set being either reduced or obliterated. 
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- Kal- Marx, Inc., in which they will be history for the 1950-51 season, but Sewell has been accounting the name to Sutton Music because of a 
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| “To las Music. While Drever ‘gets no spite the soloists, the take for the tees. In his last report, Sept. 30. Weavers, “Decca vocal group which ing to figures released by the Musie 
interest in St. Nicholas, he will act concert has been no larger than he set the surplus of the Local at Kameron manages, to publish their Publishers Contact Employees. Out 
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g are has moved part of his catalog over Ing | ifference in figures was printed | Idea is to popularize whichever fr - p= a ”° oe by Miller, 
dedi- to the new firm, while Marks is| Columbia will record the Metro- and pom a by union officials of the folk tunes find acceptance p se 1S) ont t) : - Wednes- 
, por: bringing in songs which he had on POlitan Opera's new English ver- as saenad a oy and Sewell in the pop field, and publish stand- Chi. that the 1980 Taff] ay stay in 
rerpts tap but were not in the St. Nicho- Sion of “Die Fledermaus” in two pew ~~ on suit against prexy ard editions of the others. Weav* held in N. Y Chic ~ ‘can te 
Baer's las catalog. First plug song is Sessions, on Dec. 24 (Christmas tech ve <areen, Ai Moser Phil ers have already turned over “SO | Angeles should “oe ao 
for a “Always You, ” written by Sid Eve) and Jan. 7. Columbia's mas- | - nd srensurer ge Paul Long,” “Lonesome Traveler” and pone $4.000 e union 
Robin and Will Jason, recordings terworks division director, Dick 4" + i re. a “John B.” to the firm. All three | onto 
/? en whieh have been sat’ hy enslGlibert, will supervise the sessions f°er. Sewell has not been removed unes have been recorded by the | 
Oo was Rene for V f with many of the Met’s original : Aig Res ‘ ee group wit ordop Jenkins on “ 
lia in M-G-M a, oe acing tod Yo py . | Soe te Groen for —— was vet Decca, but one of them, “John B.,” Carle Boeked Solidly 
’ and Capitol. | Columbia is one of three com-  Wemetoe: program contractor Cliff wii! be published only as a stand- 
Ken- : Rye 4 : ebster; Van Gatewood sought arg it Th h N M 
| panies that are releasing new ver- | techer’s post: John De Rebert ,ard item. roug ext ay 
excel- | sions of the opera, the others being | contested vor Mever’s % eens Frankie Carle’ 7 hi 
id an Cha ll M ° S li | Victor and London. However, Lon- - W r i Concert ge ee — — al 
armaly ppe ’ Orris p t | don’ s is in German, with Columbia eavers in cently switched booking affiliation 
S ° ’ getting Garson Kanin’s new Eng- ri The Weavers, Decca Records’ vo- from General Artists Corp. to Joe 
de Pinza + Film Score lish libretto through its contract Stoky Leads T bute To ‘eal group, will concert at Town Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., 
Final splitting of the three-song | = the Met. San Anton’ Orch’s Reiter | Han, N.Y. on Saturday (23) | has been booked solidly through 
ie fcore of Metro's upcoming Ezio | 4), Mat pneu d pg ge San Antonio, Dec. 19. |night. Quartet, which gained | 41. middle of May. Musicrew will 
Pinza starrer, “Mr. Imperium,” has Rich: et ore entre on the date, and| Jn tribute to the late Max Reiter, | recognition through their record- | own ica f ; 
been set, with Chappell getting one Richard Tucker, Ljuba Welitch, | founder and condvetor of the San | ings of “Goodnight, Irene” and | jemberk on 8 series Of one-niters 
E tune and Edwin H. Morris two, L#/¥ Pons and Martha Lipton will | antonio Symphony Orchestra, who | “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena,” will sing | through the middle west and south 
4 the Reason score is split is because the , pnd on ana biol a be | died of a heart ailment Wednesday |a program of international fo!lk following the close of a four-week 
= ie writers, Harold Arlen and Dorothy | pecamare WE ed.). (13), Leopold Stokowski led the or- | music. 'stand at the Hotel Statler, N. Y., 
in the * ae “co a relations | se hk a Be ry day 3) | John Benson oo, composer | Pep 923 
e two firms | broadcast over riday (15). | and arranger, is rounding up aj Spars ‘ 
in re- Chappell, with first choice, has, ees oe ee ee Stokowski was here for a guest | jazz unit which will accompany | It will be the first time, incl- 
stress ag the ballad, “Let Me Look at | Shulman to a joint writers con- | 4ppearance with the orchestra. The and alternate with the group. | dentally, that Carle has been 
; with ov.” while Morris has gotten the | tract, with their first, published | Program was announced and ar- | Concert was set by Pete Kameron, booked on a southern tour. His 
: and Harold/|orch is getting $1,250 and up for 


ranged by Jerry Lee, program di- | Weavers’ 


* dedicated 
rector for WOAIL. 


cthee two, “Andiamo” and “My work to be “Dahling, manager, 


; Love and My Mule.” its one-nite stands, 


Leventhal. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Decca copped the album rights to the click Frank Loesser’ “Guys | 
and Dolls” legit musical on a holdover deal with Cy Feuer and Ernest 
Martin, the show’s producers. Diskery originally agreed te wax the 
tunes from Feuer-Martin production of ‘‘Where’s Charley, with Ray 
Bolger starring, if the producers turned over the album rights on their 
next show. At present, the “Guys and Dolls” set looks like the hot-| 
test wax property since Columbia Records’ “South Pacific” and Decca *| 


“Oklahoma.” | | 
Feuer and Martin, meantime, are still holding back on general re- | 
lease of several special material songs from “Guys Tunes, such “4 
“A delaide’s Lament,” are being barred from radio and video in attempt, 
according to the producers, to save their freshness in the show. It's | 
understood, however, that Decca would preter a release on these tunes | 
to spur sales of the showtune album. . | 
Incidentally, “Bushel and a Peck,” Loesser tune from “Guys, has 
become the first show tune of the season to break into the No. 1 spot 
of the “Hit Parade.” Number given a general release several 
months ago and steadily forged ahead of the flock of other pop tunes 
from the Irving “Call Me Madam,” and the Cole Porter 
musical, “Out of This World.” Tunes from the latter show started | 
late. but are coming up. From “Call Me Madam, “You re Just In Love 
and “It’s a Lovely Day” are also showing strongly in the pop market. 





was 


3erlin show, 





, Recent settlement of Solly Loft’s N. Y. supreme court suit against 
Nick Campbell came about after a three-hour Dec. 5 trial in which 
only the plaintiff took the stand. Following the testimony, Campbell's 
attorney. Morris Gold, moved for dismissal of the action. However, 
Justice Edgar Nathan reserved decision on the motion, then called the 
litigants into his chambers and advised settlement. 

Adjustment totaled $10,500, according to Campbell, which he will 
pas Loft over a period of time. Amount represents only money ac- 
tually owed to Loft. Although Campbell did not testify at the trial, he 
feels that the outcome of the proceedings represents a victory for him 
since Loft was suing for interest in Campbell Musie and Cornell 
Music Inasmuch as Loft agreed to the settlement, the court never | 
ruled upon the partnership aspects of the case. 
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A novel promotion has been effected by Dick Bradley, president of 
Tower Records, Chi indie label, in connection with his Bernie Mann 
orch recording of “Toast to Happiness,” new tune published by Dix 
Music, a Chi Broadcast Music, Inc., publisher. Bradley is distributing 
to all disk jockeys a small bottle of wine, given to him by the Mogen 
David Co., and a miniature loaf of bread, promoted from Continental 
Baking Co. Idea is, of course, a toast with the wine and bread, with 
the disk jockeys playing the record. 

Bradley is in New York, incidentally, setting eastern promotion on 
the disk. which is Mann’s first for Tower. He'll return home for Christ- 
mas, then go to the Coast to start promotion there. Mann has cut 10 
sides for Tower, but “Toast,” backed by “When You're Smiling,” will 
be the only release for a while. 


Bid to Louis Armstrong for a month-long stand at the Palladium, 
Hollywood, next spring at a flat $4,000 per week, marks the first time 
he terpery has attempted to book a predominantly Negro organization 
for a run. Colored combos have played the spot, but generally on 
one-night basis for benefits, etc. Many name bands on regular book- 
ings have used Negro sidemen in playing the spot but no colored 
leader ever had an engagement there. Palladium would use Satchmo’s 
sextet (Jack Teagarden, Earl Hines, Barney Bigard, Cozy Cole, Arvell 
Shaw and vocalist Velma Middleton), currently at the Oasis, L. A., as 
a lure, and have another band on hand to handle terp chores. 





Amateur high school bands will strut in the Pasadena Rose Parade 
on New Year's Day as a result of a deal struck by American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce. In return 
for letting the tyros parade, officials have agreed to use 112 profes- | 
sional windjammers at $25 per head—a total of $2,800. Deal is similar | 
to that made for the Thanksgiving Eve Santa Claus Lane Parade in 
Hollywood when tyro tooters were blessed because $2,000 worth of 
professional musicians also were. hired. 


RCA Victor is trying to figure out what label to use for a pair of 
sides dueted by Fran Warren and Ezio Pinza. 
always records on RCA black label platters. Pinza’s records have al- | 
Ways been in the Red label series. Diskery may solve the problem by 
putting the pairings out on the green showtune label. 

Coast recording date with Pinza was part of a double effort for Miss 
Warren. Flown to the Coast at the plattery’s expense, she also checked 
in for a wax session with Tony Martin. 


Chirp, a popular artist, | 





Benny Benjamin and George Weiss, tunesmiths under contract to 
Laurel Music, were given special dispensation by the pubbery to join 
Sammy Kaye in the writing of a number labeled “My Dear Little Girl 
of Theta Chi.” Tune, scheduled to be out in January, is being pub- | 
lished by Kaye’s World Music (ASCAP). Number was penned as a 
tribute to Kaye's fraternity, Theta Chi, and will be pushed throughout 
the country by members of the Greek letter society. 


Report that RCA has put up $50,000 for 1215°% of the “Make a 
Wish,” Jule Styne-Harry Rigby legit musical, is off by a decimal point. | 
Corporation will prabably put up about $5,000 for the legit musical, 
an adaptation from Ferene Molnar’s “The Good Fairy,” with book by 
Preston Sturges and score by Hugh Martin. That sum will give RCA 
Victor first refusal rights on the original cast showtune album, which 
is the prime reason for the investment. 


Mrs. Irene Williams, blind retired musician, who is having one of 
her old ballads, “Some Other Spring,” published by Edward B. Marks, 
was once the leader of an orch under the name of Irene Edey. She 
was formerly married to Teddy Wilson, the jazz pianist. 





| | 
Jerry Johnson In | 


George Simon Tieup 


Jerry Johnson, who exited as a 


Foreign-Tune Adaptors 
Get Peer Cook’s Tour 


A new form of education will P@tner in Michael Musie a few 
be given to lyricists by Peer Inter- Months ago, has teamed_ with 
national Music Co. Peer will send George Simon, head of George 


Simon Music and Simon House Mu- 
sic. Latter pubbery is affiliated | 
with Broadcast Music, Inc., while 
former is associated with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. 

Johnson will represent orgs in 
the east, while Simon will serve 
as Coast rep. Johnson, incidentally, 
has his own catalog, Hunter Music, 
composed of all of Michael’s re- 
corded tunes, which he took when 


left the outfit. Simon is also 


its iyricists employed in the adapta- 
tion of foreign tunes for American 
publication to countries outside the 
U.S. to absorb folk styles and man- 
nerisms, according to general man- 
ager Ben Selvin. 

First lyricist to go abroad under 
the »rogram will be Albert Gamse, 
wo wrote the taglish lyrics for 
“Amapola” and “Yours.” Gamse 
wil! visit Brazil during the “carni- 
val” festivals, in which folk musie 
plays a major part, to absorb back- 
ground for his future English 
adaptations of Brazilian tunes. 


| e 
virtually 


»nightly against 60° 


iséiling- agent for Bradshaw Music. peers Style. ..... 


Top Songs on TV, 


(Alphabetically Listed) 

(Based on copyrighted Au- 
dience Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) 

Week of Dec. 8-14 
Ta Vie Bn Hosé......; Harms 
Nevertheless ........ Chappell 
oe Oe ee Alamo 


Rudolph Reindeer. St. Nicholas 








Thinking Of You Remick 
5 Top Standards 
Diamonds Girl's Best 
Friend i Robbins | 
Just One Those Things. Harms 
Stout-Hearted Men Harms 
You're The Only Star Shapiro 
You're The Top Harms 


a = 


Television Builds | 
Ina Ray Hutton 
Into Coast Lure 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Television’s power as a talent 
builder is shown in the skyrocket- 
ing Coast career of Ina Ray Hut- 





ton, whose all-girl orch currently 
is one of the hottest musical lures 
in the area. 


Hlutton was 
the Coast. 


Last summer Miss 
unknown on 


Although she had batoned bands 
for years, she had never played 


a Coast date until she essayed a 
stand at the Aragon ballroom with 
a distaff band she had formed out 
of members of Local 47. Terpery 
at that time had a regularly- 
beamed television program. 

The Aragon shot led telestation 
KTLA to build a program around 
Miss Hutton and her 12 sidewomen, 
and Altes Beer quickly arranged to 
bankroll the layout. Soon, General 
Artists Corp., which books Miss 
Hutton, began receiving bids from 
ballrooms in the area, and from 
private parties. Batoneer began ac- 
cepting weekend dates which do 
not conflict with her Tuesday pro- 
gram or its rehearsals. 

Original bookings were at $750 
for ballrooms 
and a flat $1,000 for private parties. 
On recent dates she has been going 
into percentage, grabbing over 
$1,600 in Balboa and $1,500 in Po- 
mona. Latter date, incidentally, set 
a precedent, the terpery actually 


| getting a total of 82 reservations. 


Management, which had never be- 
fore had a reservation, figures that 
as proof that Miss Hutton is luring 
an entirely new type of patron to 
the spot. 

Latest deal is for five consecu- 
tive nights at Hawthorne ballroom, 
recently bought by Eddie DeSure. 
She starts next Tuesday (26) at a 
flat $5,000 for the stand. Deal also | 
is being talked for a Ciro’s stand 
in February. 

Miss Hutton’s personal take on 


| the KTLA show, after paying all 


Salaries, is $545 weekly. 


UP TO 10 FILM SCORES © 
FOR BIG 3 PLUGGING 


The Big Three—Robbins, Feist 
and Miller Music—will have one 
ef its busiest schedules in years in | 
1951. The M-G-M subsidiaries will | 
have anywhere from eight to 10): 
film scores to work on, in addition | 
to pop tunes already purchased or 
contemplated. 

Firms figure to have six or seven 
scores from Metro musicals, plus 
at least a couple from 20th-Fox, 
which owns a 28% interest in the 
Big Three. Robbins has already set 
to work on the score of Metro's 
“Pagan Love Song,” which preems 
Dec. 25 (Christmas Day) at the 
N. Y. Capitol theatre. On tap for 
January plugs is‘ e score of “Roy- 
al Wedding,” from which firms are 





scheduled to work on five tunes. | 


Probability is that Ahe score will 
be split between Feist and Miller; 
Metro would like to make all five 
tunes plug songs. 





Berner, Jones Team 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Sara Berner will etch a total of 
Six sides with Spike Jones on RCA | 
Victor in the next 12 months. She'll | 
receive billing on all platters and | 
a share of the royalties. 

Contract allows Miss Berner, aft- 
er a six-month lapse, to accept oth- 
er recording chores provided back- 
stopping doesn’t reflect zany baton- 


listed. 


A Marshmallow World 
All My Love 
And You'll Be Home 


Be My Love—?‘'Toast of New Orleans” ree eeees 
Best Thing For You—*‘Call Me Madam”... 


Can’t Seem To Laugh Anymore 
Christmas In Killarney . 
Frosty the Snow Man 


Get Out Those Old Records ...... iotmase es re: i's > 
Harbor Lights ee et Chappell 
I Am Loved—*“Out of This World” ...cccccccoes Whappell 
If I Were a Bell—**‘Guys and Dolls” ..7.....+6. Morris 
If You’ve Got the Money I've Got the Time Pee! 


I’m In the Middle of a Riddle 


La Vie En Rose 


My Heart Cries For You 


Once You Find Your Guy 
Orange Colored Sk) 
oy) Ee 


of Research, Inc., Dr. 
listed. 
Beyond the Reef .. 


Christmas Symphony 
Could Be 
Here Comes the Fattest Man In 


I'll Get By—? "I'll Get By” 
Never Been In Love Before—’ 
Jing-A-Ling Jing-A-Ling 
Longing eee 
Lucky Lucky Lucky Me 
My Dream Christmas 





Ocarina 
Petite Waltz 


Sleigh Ride eee en wee ewe 
So Long Sally 
Timeless ... 

Tonight Be Tender To Me .... 
Where Do 1 Go From You. 





f Filmusical. * Legit musical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of Dec. 8-14, 1950 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls” ........ Morris 


veneeene cccccceces Mus 


I'll Always Love You—?*‘Friend Irma Goes West”.. 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—*"Call Me Madam”...... Berlin 


Life Is So Peculiar—i MAI ROR cc cdiemneaamwaass 
Looks Like a Cold Cold Winter 


Nevertheless—?"Three Little We 


ap aeta bd ke baeen <a Beerae 
; saeadae .. Massey 
a ee needa a 64 Chappell 
ola te aad cecdiannse eds ear 


Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Silver Bells—i‘‘Lemon Drop Kid” 


ORG WUOUS xc an bovine + eksseeseaeeeeaees Acuff-Rose 
A OE TORI S ocd. 6 66 ehh HASAN ROR ROTO Republic 
The Thing , eT een ee Hollis 
Thinking Of You—7“Three Little Words” .......-+ Remick 
You Love Me—‘*“The West Point Story”......... Witmars& 
You’re Just In Love—*‘*‘Call Me Madam” ........ Jeriin 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case 
based on the copyright Audience 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 


orev eoreeeee 


Blue Christmas .... Vee as 
Button Up Your Overcoat ...... , 
eee rer $enncedanates some 
Town 
I Love the Guy (I Love the Gir!) 


“Call Me Madam”. . 


eerevee 


Night Is Young and You're So Beautiful 
*“Call Me Madam” .. 


mee SF The MOOR 6.0% s cisecwcs 


es. Se O's a F 2-8 Jiwual: ceakens co; ne 


or @eereeereeeve 


ib SSUS 643:60.6:6-0 bbb 0a 5 Oe 


Alphabetically 


dig a Othe oeweeseese snares 
Burke-VH 
Miller 
. Berlin 
.. Dreyer 
.. Remick 

.Hill & Range 


eeaeeveeee ees 


Famous 
.. Robbins 


.. Harms 
Burke-VH 


; 4b tskees eee 
wer erret CCT eee BVC 
St. Nicholas 
Paramount 


eevee eteeeneee 


of ties), 
Coverage lrdex Survey of Popu- 
Published by the Office 
A!phabetically 


Laurel 
.. Choice 
Crawiord 


a BMI 

(obese aes Lite 

NS aiata ag iesea Shapiro B 

. Bourne 

Morris 
Disney 
Knick’b’ck’r 
. Santly-Joy 
» «ask 
. Words-Musie 
. Berlin 
. Duchess 
b00006680. Oe 
.. Mills 
Oxtord 


eeereeeeeeeeeeeees 


seen De 











ithe stations will benefit 
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Continued from page 35 Soma 


theatres which have stage shows or 
play music between films. This 
sum, however, will far from make 
up the loss ASCAP is taking from 
the motion picture industry as a 
whole. 

Feb. 1 Deadline 


ASCAP, meantime, notified the 
indie television stations last week 
that its interim agreement now in 
effect will be suspended alter Feb. 
1, 1950. In making the move, 
ASCAP prexy Otto A. Harbach de- 
clared that the negotiations with 
the TV stations for a blanket, or 
per-program, license had stretched 
over a longer period than expected, 
and that ASCAP would no ionger 
grant extensions of the interim ar- 
rangement. 

ASCAP is giving the TV outlets 
a choice between a blanket license 
or a per program license if they 
wish to use the Society's musie 
starting in February. If a station 
doesn’t want either form of licens- 
ing, ASCAP is allowing the stations 
to license its compositions on an 
individual basis. 

Harbach further pointed out that 
if the stations rejected all pro- 
posed ASCAP fees, they could 
bring the matter into Federal court 
for a determination of a reason- 
able fee as provided for in the 
Government’s antitrust decree. It’s 
believed that if the stations take the 
case into court, ASCAP will ask 
for stiffer fees than now proposed. 

ASCAP execs are urging the in- 
die stations to adopt the blanket 
license in order to avoid book- 
keeping and logging difficulties for 
the Society. It’s pointed out that 
from a 
blanket license also since they will 
be free of all copyright tangles and 
will also save on administration 
costs. The savings from bookkeep- 


- fing alone, .ii's- argued, would- more 


than make up for any savings on 
a per program deal. 

ASCAP notified the Television 
Per Program Committee of the TV 
industry, which is handling the 
negotiations for the indie outlets, 
that rates on the per program 
licenses “would bear a reasonable 
relationship to the blanket license,” 
meaning that the per program fees 
would be slightly higher due to 
administrative expenses. 

ASCAP currently has. blanket 
licensing arrangements with all 
the major video webs, based on a 
percentage of each network's 
revenues. 


8 SHERATON HOTELS IN 
CANADA GET AFM NIX 


Toronto, Dec. 19. 

The eight Sheraton hotels in 
Canada this week were put on a 
“blacklist” by the Toronto Musical 
Protective Assn. and the American 
Federation of Musicians. W. M. 
Murdoch, secretary of the local, 
said that all union men at Shera- 
ton hotels in Ontario have been 
withdyawn and that musicians 
playing the chain’s Quebec hotels 
would be withdrawn when present 
contracts expire. 

Blacklisting followed a dispute 
at the King Edward hotel here. 
After the chain bought the hotel 
from Vernon G. Cardy last winter, 
16 musicians were given notice. 
While the chain later offered to re- 





, tain eight men, the union insisted 


that all be rehired. It then black- 
listed the hotel, and the AFM ex- 


tended the ban to all Sheraton 
hotels, 





M-G-M Signs Pair 

M-G-M Records last week added 
two folk singers to its talent roster, 
Gene McGhee, Knoxville radio 
Singer, and Happy Wilson, Birm- 
ingham singer. 

Initial releases of both are sched- 
uled for Jan. 5. 
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NY. Local 802 Threatens Walkout 
In Cafes, Hotels Over Welfare Peal 





Following the breakdown of ne- + 
gotiations with American Federa- | 
tion of Musicians Local 802, New 
York nitery owners face the pros- | 
pect of a musicians walkout before 
the end of the week. Local 802 
execs announced yesterday (Tues.) 
tt they plan a strike against all 


th 


{ “. Y. cafes and hotels which 
{ to come to terms with musi- 
cians 
inion has been demanding a 
10 wage hike plus 3% welfare 


another 
in February, 
six nights over several thousand 
miles. 


Brown Crowds Dates 


Les Brown's orch takes off on 
series of flying one-niters 
playing five dates in 


Crew, which has been 


booked between two of the Bob 
Hope Tuesday night radio shows 
on which it plays, will hit Salt 
Lake City, Feb. 7: Hutchinson. 
Kan., Feb. 8; Lansing, Mich., Feb. 
9-10; Milwaukee, Feb. 11, and 
Tulsa, Feb. 12. 

Brown has been’ guaranteed 


ind impost, to be paid exciusively 
bv management. Operators coun- 
dered with a flat 10% offer, but 
bi Jked at tax. Union has raised this 
mand to the level of a principle 
which it refuses to compromise. 


peer will be some 250 spots , 
of all descriptions, including all 
niteries, hotels, cocktail lounges 
. d restaurants With music. 


Operators declare that with cur- 
rent conditions, it’s impossible to 
absorb the increased music scale 
ind still come out ahead. In the| 
larg sor cafes, such as the Copaca- | 
bana, Latin Quarter and Diamond 
Horseshoe, increase asked by the 
union would amount to $30,000 an- 
nualls If compromise isn't ac- 
cepted, it’s likely that size of or- 
chestras Will be cut down. 


The bonifaces feel that menu 
prices have reached their peak and 
its suicidal to raise food and 
liquor prices. They’ve just come 
through with sizable increases to 
the kitchen help and waiters, and 
additional music costs would just 
about take the profit out of cafe 
operation, they declare. 

Some of the more militant oper- 
ators feel that they would welcome 
closing up for a while at this point. 
The larger cafes say they are cur- 
rently. operating at losses reach- 
ing as high as $10,000 weekly. With 
the exception of New Year's eve, 
business will continue off until 
February, and a closing at this 
point would eliminate a lot of po- 
tential losses 

Most of the 


nr) 
ail 


large cafes are 
charging $1 per drink and they 
feel that it’s the limit with cur- 
rent conditions. An __sincreased 
scale, it's felt, would force upward 
revision of charges*on the wine 
list. and they think the public 
won't take it. 


JONES PREPS 4-MONTH 
COAST-T0-COAST TREK 


Hollywood, Dee. 19. 


_ Next Spike Jones road tour, a 
four-month coast-to-coast effort, 
iees off Jan. 13 with a date at 
Long Beach. Trek includes only 
one location, two weeks at the 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, starting | 
March 23 at a flat $12,500. per | 
week. All other dates are on a 
S3.000 guarantee against 60°% with 
he split reaching 65° if the gross 
tops $5,000. 

Tour is being booked by Music 
Corp. of America, which will t 
the standard 10° of the take 5 
each date although Jones’ pact with 
‘he agency expired last June and 
hasn't been renewed. Deal with 
MCA is to pay it strictly what it 
books and nothing else. 








Pitt's Local 60 Sets Davis; 


Memphis Elects Skillman 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 

Hal Davis has been re-elected 
President of Local 60 of Musicians 
Union for his third term. Also 
Named again were James Como- 
rada, v.p., and Nicholas Hagarty, 
Ji.. treasurer, 

(he only break in the board of 
directors’ slate was made by 
Ccorge Wilkins, who ousted Gene 


l i Davis’ predecessor as presi- 
ae n 


Memphis Sets Skillman 
Memphis, Dec. 19. 

Unopposed, Vincent E. Skillman 
“as re-elected president of Local 
‘| of Musicians Union (AFL). Also 
vlected sans opposition were Art 
Burrell, veepee, and Edgar M. 
“ily, sec.-treas. Reelected direc- 
Tan are Lester Bruch, Sr., Johnny 
ong. Vernie Adams, Billy Boyle 
ia Robert Van Kannon. Freddie 
Bu ns and Ernie Winburn were 
med new directors, 


$12,500 for 
percentages. 
Corp. handled the dates. 


Brit. Decca Uses 


the six nights against 
Associated Booking 





Yankee Pops As 
Model to Up Sales 


Following the footsteps of its film 
producers, Britain’s leading disk 
exporter, British Decca, has begun 
to model its pop platter styles after 
the American companies in order 
to compete in the U. S. market, ac- 
cording to Harry Sarton, British 
Decca artists and repertory chiet 
currentiy in this country. British 
Decca, which releases in the U. S. 
through London Records, has been 
finding it tough to crack the Amer- 
ican market due, it’s believed, ta 
the use of differently styled back- 
grounds. 

Sarton, however, pointed up the 
close correlation between pop hits 
current in both the U. S. and Eng- 
land. While England follows the 
American pattern, he decried talk 
of America “dominating” the Brit- 
ish market to the exclusion of na 
tive songwriters and _ publishers. 
He said that an examination of 
American pop hit lists would show 
a fair proportion of numbers 
which derived from abroad. Among 
these are “All My Love,” “The 
Petite Waltz,” “A Rainy Day Re- 
frain,’” “Count Every Star,” “Au- 
tumn Leaves,” among others. 

Concerning recent reports that 
British cleffers had petitioned the 
British Broadcasting Co. to allo- 
cate 50% of the playing time to 
native tunes, Sarton said that Eng- 
lish songwriters have been making 
such a plea regularly to the BBC. 
In reality, however, the situation 
is no different today, with respect 
to the ratio of American to British 
tunes in England. than it was be- 
fore the second World War. Sar- 


‘run for 


lactivated by 
| Firm, an affiliate of S-B and partly- 


ue Pacts Winterhalter 


For TV, Theatre Dates 


Hugo Winterhalter, RCA Victor 
musical director, has been inked 
to an overall management pact by 
William Morris. Pact, which will 
three years, 


eer. Winterhalter will continue in 


his diskery post. 


Deal Was negotiated by Milt 
Ebbins, Winterhalter’s personal 
manager, with the Morris agenev 





S-B Reactivates 
Mood Pubbery 


Mood Music. after a two-year pe- 
riod of being dormant, is being re- 
Shapiro-Bernstein. 


owned by Decca Records. will be 
headed by Marvin Cane, who takes 
over the general professional post. 
Cane, who is perscnal manager for 
Vic Damone, will continue to han- 
dle Damone whiie managing the 
pub firm. 


Cane said that Mood plans to 
set up staff in Los Angeles and 
Chicago shortly. Initial plug tune 
is “I Hear a Choir.” recently etched 
by Bill Kenny, of the Ink Spots, 
for Decca. 

Mood was originally set 
publish tunes from Columbia Pic- 
tures under a deal that S-B had 
with the studio. The firm’s biggest 
hit, before being deactivated, was 
“The Anniversary Waltz,” from the 
Al Jolson biopic, “The Jolson 
Story.” It’s expected that Mood will 
continue to handle Columbia pic 
tunes under an informal under- 
standing. 


DREYFUS STILL SEEKS TO 
BUY OUT LEO TALENT 


Chappell Music chief Max Drey- 
fus is still negotiating with Leo 
Talent. general professional man- 
ager of Mutual Music, to buy out 
the latter’s equal interest in the 
firm jointly owned by the two. 
Negotiations have been on for some 
weeks, and while they are expected 
to be consummated within the next 
week or so, Talent is still holding 
out for a higher price then Dreyfus 
is offering, 

Meanwhile, Dreyfus last week 
completed a deal under which he 
bought out Henry Russell’s share 
in Ivy Musie and is now partners 
with Jack Perrin, who was Rus- 
sell’'s partner. Perrin becomes pro- 
fessional manager of Ivy under its 
new affiliation with Chappell. 








ton asserted that the British public~— 


like the American, doesn’t care 


from ae Waeee a a ona tune aargenptes. 


Majestic Records named Irving 
muvtenneat-d musical director. 


| will cover, 
| projected video and personal ap- | 
pearance bookings for the baton- | 


up to! 


‘Pop Sheet Music Likely to Get Boost 
; To 40c in 51 by Majority of Dealers 


7% 
vv 





Ethel Smith’s $3,100 Biz 


Moving into the concert field for 
the first time, organist Ethel Smith 
, grossed an estimated $3,100 for a 
two-hour solo performance last 
Tuesday (12) at the Lyric theatre, 
Allentown. Assisted by a four-man 
rhythm unit, E] Bando Carioca, she 
played such tunes as “Tico, Tico” 
and related anecdotes of her re- 
cent European trip. 

In a two-week period early this 
month, Miss Smith appeared with 
the Indianapolis Symph at the 
Murat theatre, Indianapolis, Dec. 3 
followed with the Allentown stand 
and is current at Radio City thea- 
tre, Minneapolis. Booked by 
Charles H. Hansen, she next goes 
to the Chicago theatre, Chi, for 
two weeks starting Dec. 22. 


Revivals Can Sell 
On MDS ‘Rack 
At Higher Prices 


Publishers no longer will have 
to print popular-priced editions of 
revivals in order to secure “rack” 
orders for the songs. Music Deal- 
ers Service, with its rack of nearly 
100,000 copies, will now permit 
publishers—if they so choose—to 
sell revivals through the rack in 
higher-priced editions. 

Once a hit song has subsided, 
publishers generally place it in 
their catalog as “dead” materiak 
and print editions retailing at 50c 
or 60c, instead of the pop-price of 
35c. When-a tune is revived to the 
point where it can be considered a 
“new” pop song, publishers have 
generally reprinted it in a pop edi- 
tion. MDS placed only pop edi- 
tions on the rack, these selling at 
about 35c. 

New move was initiated mainly 
to iron out inequities resulting 
from the heavily intensified revital- 
ization of oldies in past months. 
While the rack dealers, with the 
pop-priced edition, had songs on 
sale at 35c, many other dealers who 
ordered direct from the publishers 
‘found themselves selling the re- 
vivals in the higher-priced editions. 

Move also should prove of bene- 
fit to major publishers without 
hurting the minors. Trend of ree- 
ord companies and television in 
reviving standards and other oldies 
this vear gave publishers their best 
standard business in years. In fact, 
many key publishers managed to. 
come out in the black only through 
their om standard business. 
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Survey of retail sheet music w 2 Bl a 
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sales, based on reports obtained | 3 = a: 50/2 
from leading stores in 12 cities | & a | £ g | 2 | 3 
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3 3. “Frosty the Snowman” ‘Hill-R).. 3 6 4 2 3... 2 11 3 8 ; 77 
4 5 “Nevertheless” (Crawford)....... 9 9 6 4 2 . w= a Sh 4 2 63 
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6 9 “Bushel and a Peck” (Morris). - ©. © ox 9 6 8 5 6 6 3. 8) 49 
7 6 “All My Love” 66 5.5.0 4:0 a 4 .. 8 5 5 7 4 9 rj 3 i 47 
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11 10 “White Xmas” (Berlin).......... 7 se os. 7 ea 15 
12 14 “Marshmallow World” ‘Shapiro-B) .. 8 .. 10 10 2 + 14 
13 14 “Orange Colored Sky” (Frank). oP 8 8 6 13 
14A “My Heart Cries For You” ' Massey) 5 ig 7 ‘10 
14B 13. “Xmas in Killarney” ‘Remick).. 5 7 10 








Price of popular sheet music, 
currently centered at about 35c, 
is likely to be hiked within a few 
weeks to 40c by the vast majority 
of dealers. With practically all the 
major publishers having announced 
wholesale price increases to 23c, 
and jobbers selling their copies at 
29c to 30c, its figured that few re- 
tailers will be able to hold the 
price line. : 

Thus, the publishers face a pos- 
sible further shrinkage of an al- 
ready severely shrunken copy mar- 
ket. There was nothing they could 
do, however—cost pressures have 
proved too great. A number of key 
publishers had announced in Oc- 
tober that they would raise prices 
effective Dec. 1. Despite a 5° 
hike in the cost of printing at that 
time, a number of key publishers 
held out on a price increase. How- 
ever, some printers last week noti- 
fied publishers that they were rais- 
ing printing prices 10% after the 
first of the year. and that another 
10°% hike would probably be ef- 
fected by early spring. 

This, plus the fact that arrangers 
and copyists and white collar help 
are getting wage increases, proved 
too much for the holdout publish- 
ers, and they have announced in- 
creases effective Jan. 1 on new 
songs. They can’t raise prices on 
songs already on the stands. Among 
those announcing increases for the 
first of the year were Robbins, 
Feist and Miller—the Big Three, 
and Tommy Valando for his Lau- 
rel, Valando and Mark Warnow 
catalogs. 

Currently, printing situation is 
in a state of utter confusion, and 
it’s not entirely the fault of the 
printers. Paper supply has been 
fluctuating wildly ever since the 
Korean war started, and it’s be- 
come increasingly tight over the 
past few weeks. At least one ma- 
jor publisher, fearing shortages and 
price increases later in the year, is 
seriously considering ordering the 
printing of his entire year’s supply 
of standard books and folios im- 
mediately. The only thing that’s 
stopping him at present, he said, 
is lack of storage space. 

Increasing their price is the last 
thing publishers wanted to do at 
this time. With the current satu- 
ration point in sales for a hit song 
about 300,000 out of a population 
of over 150,000,000 and with televi- 
sion threatening to cut even further 
into sales, publishers feel they have 
a hard enough time selling music, 
With a price increase, it’s even 
tougher. However the move may 
affect volume sales, they must still 
meet their per unit cost, they point- 
ed out. 


CAVANAUGH NAMED 
RIVERS’ EASTERN AIDE 


Dave Cavanaugh, Coast band- 
leader and arranger, has been 
named assistant to Walter Rivers, 
Capitol Records’ artists and reper- 
tory chief in the east. Cavanaugh 
fills the spot recently vacated by 
Pete Rugolo, who transferred to 
Hoilywood to head the diskery’s 
jazz and blues operations. Cavan- 
augh, who has been heading a 
Dixieland combo at the Chi-Chi 
Club, Palm Springs, will take over 
the new post early next year. 

Appointment was made by James 
B. Conkling, company vice-prexy 
and a&r chief, to give Rivers more 
time to devote to promotional and 
legal activities. 








Kenton, Anthony In 
Renewals by GAC 


General Artists Corp., whose 
stable of bands includes some of 
the top names currently active, has 


renewed Stan Kenton and Ray 
Anthony to five-year contracts. 
Kenton, who's’ been with the 
agency for about 12 years, is 


scheduled to begin an engagement 
at_the Click, Philadelphia, tonight 
‘Wed.). He'll remain there until 
Dec. 30, when he heads for the 
Kavakos Club. Washington, for a 
week-long stand starting Jan. 1. 
Kenton is also booked into the 
Vogue Terrace, McKeesport. Pa., 
Jan. 10-13, and from there works 
his way to the Coast, via one- 
niters, to begin a six-week stand 
at the Palladium ballroom Feb. 20. 

Anthony is currently appearing 
,at the Hotel Statler, N. ¥. 
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14 ANYTIME ® BOUQUET OF ROSES ® 
Ps THE CATTLE CALL ® I'LL HOLD YOU 
|. IN MY HEART ® IT’S A SIN ® JUST A 
4 LITTLE LOVIN’ © MOLLY DARLING ® 
1? THAT'S HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU ® 
in CUDDLE BUGGIN’ BABY ® LOVE- 
i BUG ITCH ® ENCLOSED, ONE 
| | BROKEN HEART 
| 
| an Albums: 
— Cie) © ALL TIME HITS 
il et) FROM THE HILLS 
{i ¢ EDDY ARNOLD 
: SINGS 
1) 3 | (© EDDY ARNOLD'S 
3S 8 Sa i vote =~" , Favorite Sacred Songs 
: 3 America’s NO. ] 
COUNTRY SINGER... 
i 14,000,000 Record Seller... 
i, _—> THERE'S BEEN A 
a Gddvy CHANGE IN ME 
(35 teat, 21-0412 (48-0412) 45 RPM 
Ath THE TENNESSEE PLOWBOY WHO ¥ TIE ME T0 YOUR 
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On the 





Upbeat 





New York 


Paramount-Famous general man- 


ager Ed Wolpin leaves Jan. 5 for. 


a two-week vacation in Cuba, after 
which he Coasts to Par studios 
for two weeks to look over forth- 
coming score. the picture subsids 
will publish . . . Three Notes re- 
newed for four weeks at the Sena- 
tor hotel, Atlantic City ... Tommy 
Valando, Laurel Music 
for Nassau vacation, while Joe 
Zimmo, of Chappell’s sales depart- 
ment, heads for Florida . .. singer 
Jack Smith to emcee the “Queen 


'thored by 


chief, off , 


of the Pasadena Rose Bowl 
| Parade” New Year’s Day on the 
Coast ... Disk jockey Jack Lazare 


switched from WOR, N. Y., to 
|'WPAT, Paterson, N. J. 
“Hullabaloo,” new novelty au- 
Mills contract writers 
Jeff Curtis and Vernon Cross, 
waxed by six labels as of last week 
. Florence Gershwin, of Mills 
Music’s sales department, off to 
the Coast for a month 
Roy Stevens orch, which closes 
at Roseland ballroom, Dec. 24, re- 
turns to the New York terpery for 











plays his 
greatest 
hits 


exclusively 


Columbia 


SAMMY «3 


ave 






iN. ¥., show... 


| Hank Markbreit . 


Records ep 


LATEST RELEASE! 


“TENNESSEE WALTZ” + “GET OUT THOSE OLD RECORDS” 


78 rpm 39113 33% rpm 3-39113 45 rpm 4-39113 











“HARBOR LIGHTS” « “SUGAR SWEET” 


78 rpm 38963 


33% rpm 1-784 


45 rpm 6-784 





“STRANGERS” « 
78 rpm 39007 


33% rom 1-837 


“THE ONE ROSE” 


45 rpm 6-837 





“CHEEKY-CHEEKY HOOPLA” + “GUILTY” 


78 rpm 39013 


33% rpm 1-843 


45 rpm 6-843 





_ 
“PATRICIA” « “THE PETITE WALTZ” 


78 rom 39039 


33% rpm 1-861 


45 rpm 6-861 





“TO THINK YOU'VE CHOSEN ME” 
“YOU OUGHTA BE IN PICTURES” 


78 rpm 39036 


33% rpm 1-867 


45 rpm 6-867 





pLus “SAMMY KAYE’S SUNDAY SERENADE” 


33% Long Playing Record CL 6155 


Set C-219 on 78 rpm records 





Swing and Sway with Sammy Kaye on 


ene ron 


COLUMBIA 
RECORDS 





'a four-week stand Jan. 21... 


trumpeter Leonard Sues is cur- 
rently featured as an onstage solo- 
ist in the current Music Hall, 
vat “King” Cole 
trio into the Tiffany Club, Los 
Angeles, for four weeks, opening 
Dec. 26. 


Chicago 

BMI organizing spots in central 
and southern Illinois, with Lake 
Club, Springfield, the first to pact 
_ Ed McAuley, Robbins Music 
sales manager, in from New York 
for lookover . Three Bars of 
Rhythm and Zaniacs into Crown 
Club, Chi, this week Kitty 
Kallen added to Chicago theatre 
bill with Red Skelton, Jan.5... 
Saul Bourne in town huddling with 
. Mercury pact- 
ed Teddy Stouffer band to cut 
eight sides a year in Acapulco, 
Mexico ... Natt Hale left Colum- 
bia as midwest promotion manager 
. . Betty McGuire band set for 
Lockland field, San Antonio, Jan. 3 
for one week . George Auld 


band and Lee Wiley to Colonial 
Tavern, Toronto, Jan. 1 for two 
weeks Dick Bradley, Tower 


Records topper, to New York to 
spread “Jug O’ Wine” campaign in 
connection with Bernie Mann disks 
.. . Hugo Malan orch to Mayflower 
hotel. Akron, Dec. 29 for two 
weeks ... Bob Smith, former folk 
singer, now handling d.j. promo- 
tion for London ... Ella Fitzger- 
ald set for Blue Note, Feb. 16, for 
two weeks ... Music pubber Ches- 
ter Conn in from New York hud- 
dling with WBBM music director, 
Caesar Petrillo ... Marty Mills of 
Mills Music in town. 


Pittsburgh 

Tommy Carlyn’s band back into 
Bill Green’s for indefinite engage- 
ment. Saxman Billy Sagone left 
Teddy Phillips to rejoin 


Buddy Laine took on Al Fremont 
as his arranger, succeeding Bill 
Cornelius, going into army... 


nighter in January at Colonial... 
Will Hansen, ex-bandleader now 


Wilkinsburg district ... Al 
Lernia, whose trio is at William 


bling into orch playing for “Tech 
Varieties,” teevee show on WDTV 

. Nick Covato-Jack Peck crazy 
house band, the Racket 
now touring midwest, signed man- 
agerial contract with the Chicago 
Mutual Entertainment Agency... 
Whitey Scharbo’s band had op- 
tion picked up at Johnny Brown's 
Club in East Liberty ... Nelson 
Maples, critically injured last win- 
ter in auto accident, isn’t return- 
ing to Cork and Bottle for some 
time yet, and organist Dick Nuss- 
baumer stays on there. 


Hollywood 


opening at Ciro’s ... 
Ventura’s band dropped by RCA, 
Victor Geri Galian etched | 
four sides for Azteca Records . . 


Columbia . . Frank DeVol band | 
postponed it N. Y. Capitol date | 
from Jan. 25 to mid-February . . . 
Decca renewed Louis Jordan for 
three years . . RCA Victor or- | 
dered a goldplated disk of “The | 


etching had passed the 1,000,000- 
mark. Figure, of course, includes 
the 45 rpm version. Last Victor 
platter to top the 1,000,000-mark 
was Vaughn Monroe’s “Riders in 
the Sky.” 








Song Cavalcade in ’51 


Prentice-Hall’s publication 
of the “Variety Song Caval- 
cade” has been deferred to the 
spring of 1951 because of the 
considerable additional mate- 
rial which Dr. Julius Mattfeld, 
CBS musicologist, who com- 
piled it, has added. The vol- 
ume will round out the mid- 
century by including the 1950 
Calvacade of Hits, plus an his- 
torical-biographical appendix. 
This portion, too, is being ex- 
tensively revised and reedited 
by Abel Green, editor of 
Variety, who has written a 
special introduction. 

The proposed $4 publication 


price will more likely be 
nearer $7, because of the 
added material. Those ad- 


vance-orderers who have re- 
mitted $4 to Variety are hav- 
ing their checks held, for final 
billing, or they can have the 
remittances returned. Other- 
wise their orders are being 
kept, along with others which 





| are to be billed upon publica- 
tion. 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 


Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Rudolph the Reindeer” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Best British Seller 
“Rudolph the Reindeer” 





Carlyn, | 
and orch’s new vocalist is Chickie | 
Dale, replacing Dolores Randall... ; 


Claude Thornhill booked for one- | 
managing new Royal ballroom in| 
Di- | 


Penn ‘hotel’s Continental Bar, dou- | 


Cheers, | 


Freddy Martin inked for Jan. 19 
Charlie | 


Spike Jones talking a film deal at | 


Thing,” proof that the Phil Harris | 











Chi Tooters 











survey the lot of his own musicians. 
When the COA withdrawal move 
is called by Local 10, observers 
here feel the threat may not stick, | 
particularly since the op is so de-' 
pendent on his entertainment, 
Plushier lounges here are gen- 
erally lighted six nights a week; | 
neighborhood lounges, which em- | 
ploy small local units, usually are 
open all week; and larger niteries, 
hotel room, and terpalaces are also 
a seven-night operation. The latter 
spots customarily bring in a relief 
band for the seventh night, with 


smaller lounges using a sub trio or 
a single. 


Among the hardest hit will be | week signed an exclusive booking 
book | contract 


the glorified lounges who 
name units, and who rely mostly 
on attractions for its trade. In 
addition to a heavy dole for the 
band itself, the op must also bring 
in another unit for the sixth night. 
|Generally this would be a bread- 
iand-butter outfit, on which he'd 
|probably lose money for lack of 


trade. Only other outlet would be | 
to darken the spot for two nights, | 
which he now feels would be equal | 


to bringing in the sub group. 
Passing-through units, in this 

case, would also feel the brunt of 

the five-day week, particularly 


| since the op might feel reluctant 


to shell eut the customary coin for 
only five days’ service. Where ops 
are now doling out upwards of 
$1,000 for small name units, the 
likelihood is now apparent that 
| they'll plead for lower flat rates. 

Equally hard hit, if not in a more 
vital spot, is the nabe lounge own- 
er, who’s working on a low budget 
|and depending on his local trio to 
| keep him in the black. Where he 
| has previously brought in a single 
{on the off-night, he must now 
|either keep the solo for two days 
|or plug in the music box. Since 
| he depends largely on his regular 
| unit to make ends meet, any alter- 
| native would be to little avail; and 
| two nights of slow business is too 
big a gap to hurdle during the bal- 
ance of the week. 

Niteries have been using one of 
a few local relief bands to work 
its shows on the seventh night. The 
same relief band usually alternates 
among several spots for six nights, 
In a sense, the steady substitute 
must reduce its rounds to five, or 
the maestro must form another 
unit—that is, a substitute must be 
found for the substitute. 


Many small unit bookers here 
have already reported some ops, 
independent of COA announce- 
ments, are ready to suspend enter- 
tainment operations entirely, and 
others are shuffling their budgets, 
bringing in trios on weekends and 
| using singles the rest of the week. 
| This is almost a complete turn- 
about. One lounge owner, with a 
$550 weekly budget, has now gone 
on a single policy, paying his solo 
$150 a week then bringing in the 
small combo on his heavy nights 
at the regular $19 scale. This, ad- 
mittedly, is a vast improvement for 
the solo 88’er, for example, who 
reportedly will be much in demand 
when the full impact of Petrillo’s 
edict is feit. 

_It’s believed the lot of the local 
sideman, however, will not be per- 
ceptibly improved, though his wel- 
fare inspired the five-day week. 
Only new openings that may be- 
come available will be in the dozen 
or so spots which use full bands. 
These reportedly cannot swallow 
the great horde of Local 10’ers who 
still want work. 


The long-range power and stand- 
ing of Local 10 is furfher endan- 
gered by holdbacks. Observers feel 
that where dishonesty between 
orch and op, in dealing with the 
AFM, has been virtually at its 
smallest human percentage, the 
probability of increased holdbacks 
now looms likely. Many sidemen 
are steadily employed here, some 
having sunk coin in homes, and all 
are good game now for cooked-up 
rates to insure their employment. 








Continued from page 35 jee 


5 DISTRIBS ADDED BY 
LONDON IN THE WEST 


London Records has buttressed 
its releasing setup’ over the past 
couple of weeks with the addition 
of five distribs in the midwest and 
far west. 


Record Sales, Portland; D&E Dis- 
tributors, Des Moines; Music Serv- 


‘ice, Great Falls, Montana; Lieber- 





man Music, Minneapolis, and 
Gramophone Sales, New Orleans. 

Under policy of sales chief Joe 
Delaney, London has been fran- 
chising distribs in all the key cen- 
ters in effort to pinpoint the com- 
pany’s releases. 





Lee Wiley, Hackett 
Set for Col Album 


Columbia Records has signed 
jazz singer Lee Wiley and trum- 
peter Bobby Hackett to do an al- 
bum. Pair will be equally featured 
on the disks. 

Joe Bushkin and 
group will accompany. 


Kaye Returns to GAC 


Sammy Kaye, who's been a free 
agent for over 6ix months, last 


his string 





with General Artists 


|Corp. Agency will handle theatre, 


| 





| 


| 
| 


{ 


nitery, dance, radio and television 
bookings for Kaye. 

Bandleader did not renew with 
GAC after his old contract was up 
earlier this year. Instead, he had 
GAC booked most of his theatre 
and nitery dates, but also accepted 
bookings from other agencies. 
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THE WINTER SENSATION! 


SLEIGH 
RIDE 


PROGRAM NOW! 
“| DON’T MIND 
BEING ALL ALONE” 


(When I'm All Alone With You) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 
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damages for copyright infringe- 
tient and violations of other 
rights.” The records Block is 


Clainedsto have played are in the 
Guys and Dells” album just re- 
leased by Decca, According to the 
Producers’ announcement, the nar- 
reer of plot, situation and 
“alog “constituted unauthorized 
“rainatie use of the play.” 
Informed of the situation yes- 
terday afternoon, an official of 
‘NEW said the station knew noth- 
'ng of the suit and had no state- 
ea to make. Attorney for 
pred & Martin is Howard Rein- 
elmer, 

: S ice the broadcasting of album 
‘cords of songs of legit musicals 


> common practice (“South Paci- | 


( 


Feu “Kiss Me, Kate,” ete.) the 
uer 


Martin complaint against 
°K and WNEW apparently 


h ' . 
¢ "Ses on the allegation that the 





* jockey show in qucstion also | 


connection, author- 
producers Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d, have 
never sought to interfere with the 
broadcast of songs from their 
shows, but have repeatedly taken 
legal steps to prevent “dramatic” 
performance on the air and other- 
wise. 


what similar 











Biggest Disk Year 


Continued from page 1 








sie publishers’ viewpoint, the trend 
towards music has also been noted 
with the growth of the war threat. 
This, however, for psychological 
reasons, 

On the “iffy” side of the future, 
Rackmil said the disk companies 
might be severely limited in the 
months ahead by the Government's 
armaments program. Siphoning of 
material to munitions, he said, may 
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sellers, based on reports ob. si. é| § 1S 3 | “ Fa as |S 
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«PATTI PAGE (Mercury) — 
q __“Tennessee Waltz”—59534 ++. 2 2 2 1 1 5 2 1 2 4: 88 
PHIL HARRIS (Victor) ical cata te 
2 2 “The Thing”—20-3968B......... 3.5 1 4 6 1 8 3 1 8 3 3. 86 
GENE AUTRY (Columbia) — emaitines 
3 3 “Rudolph Reindeer”—38610....._1 1 6 17 3 ei. § % 3 
a PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON ‘Vic.) ae 
4 7 _“Bushel and a ‘Peck”—20-3930 ree + 4 4 10 7 32 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
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75 “Harbor _Lights”—38063...-....-_10 2 ¢ $* 23 
fier GENE AUTRY (Columbia) wwe 
Y “Frosty the Snowman”—38907... .. .. .. 5 ss) 3 OU OO 
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12C 11] “Nevertheless” —27253 | 3 5 14 
~~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
3A 8 = “Patricia”’—20-3905_ ose ae 7 6... #13 
~ STAN KENTON-N. COLE ‘Cap.) 4 
13B 14 “Orange Colored Sky’—1184 6 8 6 13 
~~ PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
4A 11 All My Love—5455.............. 9 5 9 10 
~ RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
14B “Nevertheless”—1 190 : 3 9 1 0 
. BING CROSBY (Decca) 
15 “All My Love” —27117 ceca  : , 9 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
164 16 “Silent Night”—23777 pare 10 — oe 8 
~ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
16B., “Marshmallow World” —20-3942 9 5 8 
~~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
vs, re “You're Just in Love”——20-3945. a ees ee 4 | 
M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap.) 
17B “Bushel and a Peck” —1234 “eee 4 7 
KEN GRIFFEN (Columbia) 
Atha. -4.3 “Petite Waltz”—39047 ree 4 7 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
1D... “Thinking Of You—20-3901...... 7 8 #67 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
18 6 “Harbor Lights’—27219......... rr Pre eS 6 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
‘Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of , 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
i. re errr Tere _ Oe | BROOER os 6. 0c0cewswess ¥isaas eee 72 
Columbia ...... cecceces a 144 Capitol ....... PUTTTTTITT Terie 4 45 
FE nis Nan cvesieerixsss: 3 112 | a 
1 2 3 4 5 
F I V E T oO P SOUTH PACIFIC | TOAST OF N. O. VOICE OF XTABY MERRY XMAS CALL ME MADAM 
, Broadway Cas? Mario lenze Yao Sumet Bing Crosby Stok Sheen 
Columbia Victor Decca 
itol Decca 
ALBUMS MM850 DM1417 sage A-550, 9-65 
ML4180 WDM1417 | CC244 DLP-5019 DL-5304 
ee ‘included narration of “Guys and ciuse tight shortages of essential 
| ‘ , i} Dolls” plot and dialog. The pro- chemicals going into the manufac- 
| Guys and Dolls ducers seemingly regard this latter ture of Vinylite besides the almost 
| as constituting “unauthorized dra- certain reduction in the availability 
——ae Continued from page 1 matic use of the play.” In asome- of metals, such aS copper and 


nicke!. which are used in the manu- 
facturing of platters. The prospect 
of a manpower shortage also is 
darkening the future. Rackmil, 
however, was confident that the 
disk industry, as in the last war, 
would continue in business even 
if the Government drastically cut 
down the scale of operations. 
Decca’s recent leadership in in- 
itiating the price rises adopted 
by most of the companies was 
stoutly defended by Rackmil. He 


said the move was not intended to, 


beat any anticipated price freeze 


move by the Government. Pointing | 


out that disks were among the few 
commodities to hold the line over 
the last five years, Rackmil 


‘duction costs had reduced the profit 
margin of the industry to a danger- 


ous level. The price rise, he said, | 
industry ' 
,could continue making a fair profit. | 


was the only way the 


—[RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS \— 





Presenting 


Another DECCA Smash 


ORIGINAL CAST ALBUM 


“GUYS DOLLS” 


A Musical Fable of Broadway 


Music and Lyrics hy FRANK LOESSER 


Featuring 


Robert ALDA, Vivian BLAINE, Sam LEVENE, 
Isabel BIGLEY, Pat ROONEY, Sr 


and Members of the New York Production 





Selections include: 
Decca 
’ 27379 (1) Runyonland Music 
(3) Follow the Fold 


(2) Fugue for Tinhorns 
STUBBY KAYE, JOHNNY SILVER, 
DOUGLAS DEANE, ISABEL BIGLEY, 
and THE MISSION GROUP 
(2) Reprise: Guys and Dolls 
VIVIAN BLAINE—ISABEL BIGLEY 


*9-27379 (1) Marry the Man Today 





Decca 

27380 The Oldest Established 
SAM LEVENE, STUBBY KAYE, JOHNNY SILVER with The Guys 
*9-27380 Sit Down You're Rockin’ the Boat STUBBY KAYE 


Decca ei TKS —s 
27381 I'll Know 
*9.27381 Sue Me 





ROBERT ALDA, ISABEL BIGLEY 
VIVIAN BLAINE, SAM LEVENE 





Decca 

27382 (1) A Bushel and a Peck (2) My Time of Day 
(1) VIVIAN BLAINE and The Hot Box Girls 
(2) ROBERT ALDA 


*9-27382 Luck Be a Lady ROBERT ALDA and The Guys 





Decca 
27383 Adelaide's Lament 
*9-27383 More | Cannot Wish You 


VIVIAN BLAINE 
PAT ROONEY, SR. 





Decca 
27384 Guys and Dolls STUBBY KAYE, JOHNNY SILVER 
*9-27384 Take Back Your Mink VIVIAN BLAINE and The Hox Box Girls 





Decca 


27385 If | Were a Bell 
*9-27385 I've Never Been in Love Before 


ISABEL BIGLEY 
ROBERT ALDA, 
ISABEL BIGLEY 





*indicates 45 RPM Version 
Availabie in 78 RPM, 45 RPM and Long Play 
Decca Album DA-825 © Seven 78 RPM Records ©@ Price $6.70 


Decca Album 9-203 © Seven 45 RPM Unbreakable Records ® Price $6.30 
DL 8036 ©12-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record ® Price $4.85 


All aibum records available as singles. 





Long Play Prices include Federal Excise Tax but no State or local tax. 45 
RPM and /8 RPM prices do not include Federal, state, or local taxes. 











said | 
that the pressure of increased pro- | 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copa made an abortive try with 
a new nitery face via Phil Silvers 
who, while proving his floorshow 


Copacabana, N. ¥. 
Henny Youngman, Luba _— 
he Skylarks (5), Wuynters 

peel oa Jean Caples & Chuck |expertness, somehow found the pre- 
Brunner, Betty Harris, Mickey De- | holiday shopping competition a 
vine: Copa Girls (8); Michael Dur- | little too rugged. 


so and Fernando Alvares bands; For a change of pace, what looks 
$3.50 and $4.50 minimum. like a not costly lineup in the Luba 
ase 'Malina-Henny Youngman parlay 

Lacking namepower, the Copa plays bigtime, as unfolded this 


week. With the same surrounding 


management makes up in quantity 
] and 


and. by fortunate happenstance, show —in fact the gals’ gloves a 

also in quality for the absence ot stockings show unseemly fraying 
names such as Danny Thomas, Tony for the standards usually miain- 
Martin. Frankie Laine, Jimmy tained by this class bistro — the 


four new components shape up in- 


Durante and Martin & Lewis who ents | & 
to thoroughly satisfying fare. The 


are booked in post-New Year's. The 


other two are The Skylarks and | Copa opening firstnighters, most of 


Wynters & Angeline, 
New Acts, and both also okay. 

The costumes are as striking, as 
are the beauts and 
Coudy standard of production, but 
it is the cavalcade of the new 
talents that grips the interest, 
holds it and pyramids to a socko 


the Douglas | 


payoff. It errs only, perhaps, by | 
generosity. 
After it is figured that Miss 


Malina might leave them surfeited, 


Youngman proves they are not, al-, 


though he, perhaps, went a shade 
overboard. But his quips are ever 
surefire and his delivery certain 
Some of his freshest material got 
a sort of TV preview on the CBS 
“This Is Show Business” show the 
preceding Sunday, a rather hazard- 


ous break-in, considering the hep 
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And the Critics 
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both under |whom are video-minded and prob- 


Martinique, N. Y. 
Mary Hatcher & Herkie Styles, 


ably saw his stint gratis, but the} Johnny Conrad, Rosette Shaw, Mar- 


material paid off bullishly. 
| A good show biz fillip was given | 
iby Milton Berle doing the offstage | 
'mike introductory for Youngman 
There was some fly ad libbing | 
‘about Berle as part of Youngman’s 
monolog 

Miss Malina unveiled a generous 
stint, all good, fortified by some, 
excellent Elt Basse material and | 
parodies such as “Schneider In the | 
Sky”: “Bake a Cake,” a la Berlin, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein; her 
“Show Business,” cavalcade, built 
1round Bublichki” and another 
good parody on “Nothing Like A 
Dame.” Poised and possessed, the 
personality comedienne punches 
over a strong single 

Jean Caples & Chuck Brunner 
with their terp-vocal specialty, and 
Betty Harris and Mickey Devine 
for the other nuniber-leading are 
holdovers, as are the Durso and 
Alvares bands Abel 





Cotton Club, Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, Dec. 17 

“Smart Affairs Of ’SL” with 
Larry Steele, Marion Bruce, 
Butterbeans & Susie, Smilin’ Sam 
Jacobs, Bob Parrish, Janet Sears, 
Jimmy Smith, Fontaine Bros., Four 
Congaroos, Jimmy Tyler’s Orch, 
Beige Beauts (10). Produced by 
Steele. Minimum $3.00. 


First of the all-colored shows to 
hit this town should prove a 
definite pull with the tourist and 
resident trade, based on reception 
it earned opening night. With spot 
renamed the Cotton Club (former- 
ly*Kitty Davis’) to stamp it with 
a label associated with such pres- 
entations. Larry Steele, the pro- 
ducer, hasn't stinted in setting up 
a full array of talent and group- | 
ings, cast comprising some 40 
people. Much of the material is 
original, and as usually obtains 
with this type of talent, accent is 
on the dance side 


Steele himself ties the show to- 
gether via emceeing, conducting 
the band, taking singing lead in 


numbers, keying a 
makes the overlong 
with steady impact to 
overcome the weaknesses 
dered by the overdoing of the 
terp sequences. Withal, it’s an ap 
plause getter most of the way 
Though featuring no known names 
the talent adds up 

Toppers with the aud were the 
Four Congaroos, whose Lindy lop 


the production 
fast pace that 
revue hit 


routines and screwy § acroantics 
wrapped up. Jimmy Smith's tap 
delineations on the vibes was an- 


other standout, his’ interp f 
| “Claire de Lune” bringing sock re- 
|}action. Vet vauders Butterbeans 
| and Susie, with a standard song and 
| patter canto, garnered a healthy 
| amount of yocks, with his eccentric 
{outfits adding laugh potency. Acro- 
|twists and spins of Janet Sears 
| Obtained steady palming, as did 
ithe Fontaine Bros. ballet type of 
|taps. Again, in that overloaded 
{heel and toe department, Smilin’ 
i|Sam Jacobs, another vet. was okay 
with his impreshes of Bill Robin- 
son, Fred Astaire and Pat Rooney 
And to top the load, the line 
worked in several group numbers 
blended in with offstage chorals by 
the company on Steele's original 
lyrics. 

Standout in the vocalistic depart- 





;}ment was Bob Parrish, who got 
ithem all the way from opener 
|“Zing Went The Strings Of My 


Heart” to a sock version of “Eili 
| ili” for a begoff. Marion Bruce on 
| the femme side, made for an un- 
; Sure songstress. Possessing a good 
| pair of pipes, her versions of the 
| pops, all of them on the slow side, 
|might have gone better had she 
| delivered with assurance. As is, 
;She shows potentialities. 

| Jimmy Tyler’s band is one of 
ithe best, showise and for dancing 
| to hit these parts in many a moon 
Tyler himself takes over a spot 
‘early in the proceedings with a 
|sax solo that had them pounding 
| before he was through. 

Lary. 


| 
| Ritz Cafe, Montreal 
| 





Montreal, Dec. 16. 
Martha Wright with Johnny Gal- 
lant at the piano, Joe Settano trio; 
cover $1-$1.50. 


The return engagement of 


|absence from the Montreal scene, | 


engen- } 


tiniqueens (6), Ralph Font Orch 
(11), Val Olman Orch (8); $4.60 
minimum. 





Martinique’s new lineup has as 
its chief bid for the holiday trade 
the marquee draw of Mary Hatcher, 
who was seen hereabouts last in 
the musicomedy, “Texas Li’l Dar- 
lin’.” She’s teamed—after a fash- 
ion — with her husband, Herkie 
Styles, and backed by an okay 
lineup. 

Miss Hatcher and Styles do sep- 
yrate stints and then team for a 
closer. They're reviewed under 
New Acts. Remainder of the bill 


features dancer Johnny Conrad, 
singer Rosette Shaw and the six- 
gal line, with Conrad and Miss 


Shaw both working with the line in 
the production numbers 

Conrad is an able and flashy 
dancer, using a combination of tap 
and ballet techniques. He shows 
inventiveness and intelligence in 
his routinings and expertness in his 


| execution. Scores most solidly with 
|a softshoe number. 
| his seeming inability to smtle once 
}in a while. 


Only fault is 


Miss Shaw has a lot of talent, 
but seems too eager to emulate the 


techniques of other singers. She 
does a solid job on “Don’t Ever 
| Leave Me,” but it sounds too 


similar to Toni Arden’s rendition 
She does a nice job of imitating 
Billy Daniels with “That Old Black 
Magic.” The only numbers on which 
she does show individuality are 
her production bits and a fine ren- 
dition of “I've Got the World on a 
String.” If she did all her numbers 
in the fashion of the latter, she'd 
move a lot faster 


Line is good-looking and well- 
costumed. Gals move nicely and 
there has been an attempt to cho- 
reograph their turns, especially 
those with Conrad. Val Olman orch 
backs the show well and supplies 
good foxtrot sets. Ralph Font orch 
handles the rhumbas, an important 
part of the Martinique’s setup, 
competently Chan 








Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 15 

Frank Libuse, Margo Brander, 

Guy Marks, Winter Sisters (3), 

Arden-Fletcher Girls (8), Jack Cas- 

sidy, Dave Lester Orch (8); $3 


PPLVILLIVLUL AIL, 


With the Latin Quarter getting 
1 fairly good play of office and 
company Christmas parties this 
stanza, current layout shapes as 


| (Continued on page 44) 
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shows a vastly improved performer 
and a gal with a sock catalog of 
|songs plus the voice to carry the | 
okay arrangments of this stylish 
| artist. 
|. Teeing off with “Got My Eye on' 
| You,” she sells a staunch 35-minute | 
| Session, mixing the specials such | 
.as “Too Many Men” with a torchy | 
“Had to Be You” to a lilting ar- | 
|rangement of Debussy’s ‘Beau 
Soir” that drew plaudits from the 
|Gailic patrons on hand for her 
|opening. A few rough moments | 
|with a French interp of “Dead 


} 
| Martha Wright, after a two-year 


Leaves” were handled neatly. | 


Newt. 


EILEEN 0 CARVER 

















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 








Prize: Professional Engagement 


(Dupticate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tle? 
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Penn. Blue Laws to 


On New Year's Eve; Falls on Sabbath 


Black Out Cafes 





Philadelphia, Dec. 19. +> 


Cafe operators have missed the 
boat again on the Sabbath New 
year's Eve celebration and most of 
the rooms will be shuttered Dec. 
31, thanks to the Pennsylvania blue 
laws which forbids the dispensing 
of intoxicants from Saturday mid- 
night until 7 a.m. Monday. 

Several of the cabaret men here 
and in Pittsburgh have asked the 
State Liquor Control Board for a 
special ruling on New Year’s Eve, 
hut officials said such a move by 
the board was impossible. Even if 
the board wanted to relax the regu- 
lations it couldn’t do so without a 
special act of the state legislature, | 
and the legislators don’t reconvene 
until Jan. 16. 

Some of the larger clubs—the 
Latin Casino and the Little Rath- 
skeller—have leased their rooms 
out to private parties. There will 
also be a lot of private parties in 
hotel rooms. Board officials said 
the regulations permit such parties 
provided the rooms rented are sep- 
arate from the regular bars in the 
hotel or club. 

These parties, however, must be 
paid for in advance. There can be 
no collections at the door, and, 
theoretically, any party that runs 
out of stimulants on New Year's 
Eve can't replenish until the bars 
open Monday morning. The situa- 
tion recalls a similar one in 1944, 
when New Year’s Eve also fell on 
the Sabbath. A number of clubs 
stayed open and took a chance on 


(Continued on page 47) 


Roller Speed Derby : 
Preem Halted By 
Philly Injunction | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. | 

The Roller Speed Derby, a 
smaller edition of the Roller 
Derby, adaptable for theatres, was 
forced to close three days after its 
debut at the Metropolitan Opera 
House here Thursday (14). Closure 
occurred after Roller Derby Asso- 
ciates had succeeded in obtaining 
a temporary restraining injunc- 
tion against the operation in Phil- 
adelphia’s court of common pleas, 
keeping it from using the RSD 
title. Injunction was obtained on 
the grounds that the name Roller 
Derby had been patented by Roller 


Derby Associates, headed by Leo 
Seltzer. 


_RSD was notified of the injunc- 
tion Thursday (14), but opened. 
that night despite the fact that) 
local newspapers had been forced 
to cancel its ads; the name of the 
show had to be taken off the the- 
aire marquee, tickets and all signs 
announcing the booking. The ball- 
bearing outfit was also stopped 
from placing radio or TV spot an- 
nouncements. Unable to publicize 
the event, the new outfit was 
forced to wrap up the engagement 
atter Saturday night’s (16) per- 
formance, | 


Al Munch, RSD’s prexy, and Tom 
Howell, treasurer, were scheduled | 
'o appear at the court of common 
pleas today (Tues.) to show cause | 


Why they should. continue using. 
the name, 
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Thanks for Making This My Best Year 
in Show Business 


MILBOURNE 
CHRISTOPHER 


15 W. 84th St. TRafalgar 3-7360 
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CREATIVE COMEDY 


the Author of ‘Comedy Routines and 
en reenue” writes to order. for your 
sx<lusive use, sure-fire Comedy Acts. 
ample Act and Particulars FREE. 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 
12 Liberty Street ° Troy, N. Y. |! 











Schine Restoring Vaude 


Shows in 7 Houses 

The Schine circuit is slated to 
resume vaudeville Dec. 28 in seven 
houses. It’s expected the chain 
will continue stageshows until the 
summer season and more houses 
will be added in time. | 


Schine’s dropped stageshows a) 
couple of weeks ago, in keeping | 
with their usual policy of discon- 
tinuing live talent during the 
Christmas shopping season. The 
Al & Belle Dow office will con- | 
tinue to book. 


Yost Settles Suit Vs. 
Berle on Music Lift 


A $10,000 suit which Ben Yost 
had brought against Milton Berle 
has been settled and discontinued, 
according to papers filed in New 
York federal court. Also defendants 
in the action were Berle’s brother, | 

















| Frank, and Jack Collins, an ex-Yost 


employee. 


Yost’s complaint charged that 
Collins had taken various arrange- | 
ments of a vocal group called ‘‘The 
Vikings” and turned them over to 
the Berles, who allegedly used the | 


AC Collects $6,600,000 


From Tax on Luxuries 


Atlantic City, Dec. 19. 

In the six years since the resort 
has started to collect a luxury 
from visitors on hotel bills, amuse- 
ment admissions, tobacco, and 
liquor sales, more than $6,600,000 
has poured into the city treasury. 

George R. Swinton, city engineer, 
in a talk to members of the Lions 
club (14) pointed out that most of 
this sum has been spent in giving 


the city a facelifting, repairing | 


storm damage and holding back 
the ocean. 


Vaudfilm Experiment 
In Mpls. to Combat 





Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 

Film industry is watching with 
considerable interest current dar- 
ing experiment of the Minnesota 
Amuse. Co. (Paramount circuit) in 
bringing in a big, expensive stage 
show, coupling with it an “A” pic- 
ture and spending a huge amount 


in advertising, in an effort to over- | 


come the traditionally heavy week- 
before-Christmas boxoffice handi- 
cap. 

In view of the fact that Radio 
City, where the combination show 


‘is playing, and its RKO opposition, 


the Orpheum, have only occasional 
stage shows scattered throughout 
the season, the radical policy de- 
parture is all the more marked. 


The show has as headliners the up Yvette and Herb Shriner for 





Mpls. Cafes Forego 
Usual ‘Eve’ Parties 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 


al situation and fact New Year’s 
| Eve falls on Sunday, when liquor 


Minnesota Terrace and Hotel Rad- 
isson’s Flame Room, town’s leading 
supper clubs, will forego usual 
parties. 





festivities, either, and 
there’ll be only usual floor shows 
and dancing, with $1.50 cover 
charge and $2.50-$3.50 minimums. 


Sablon at N.Y. Plaza For 
[st U.S. Date in 2 Years 


Jean Sablon will play his first 
U. S. date in two years when he 
opens the Persian Room of the 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., Feb. 15. Sablon 
had been in Europe and during the 
past few months has been playing 
a series of South American stands. 
He’s current at the Teatro Opera, 
Buenos Aires. 


| The Persian Room has also lined 





material for another harmony unit, | Mills Brothers and Ethel Smith, | the bill starting Jan. 18. Dorothy 
“The Cavaliers.” Yost also sought | plus other acts and a local 17-piece | Shay has been booked for March 


an injunction. 


stage band. 





= — 


15. 


iti i nation- | : : 
Prompted by critical inter | gatherings in which new merchan- 





sales are illegal, Hotel Nicollet’s | 


Preceding Saturday night won’t | 


Pre-Xmas Doldrums inciuce 


Emergency Brings Havoc to Club Date 
Field in Big Talent Cancellations 


¢ President Truman’s declaration 


of a state of emergency last week 
is causing havoc in the club date 


and convention field. Several top 
manufacturers are now cancelling 
sales-meets, fashion shows and 


dise will be displayed. Some tal- 
ent agencies face a sharp loss of 
coin within the next few weeks be- 
cause of possibility that many 
plants will go in for immediate 
conversion to defense needs. 


The present precariousness of 
the convention business is espe- 
cially evident in foods, textiles and 
manufacturing lines in which 
metals are an essential part. 

General Foods and National Bis- 
cuit, two of the top spenders in the 
convention field, are expected to 
call off several sales meetings 
within the next few days. Several 
textile mills which had been plan- 
ning fashion shows are also in the 
process of calling off various dis- 
plays. 

One firm which had been plan- 
ning a fashion show to cost $85,- 
000 is in the process of cancelling 
the shindig despite the fact that 
more than $50,000 has already 
been spent. Talent which has al- 


| ready been pacted, and sets that 


have been executed, will be paid 
for. Nonetheless, the affair is not 
likely to go through because the 
firm feels it would be in bad taste 


(Continued on page 44) 

















VARIETY 

“Herb Shriner is another 
comer to the room whose 
so-called rural wit scores 
with the  sophisticates. ° 
There’s no buildup or ac- 
tion, in the physical sense 
of telling a story, but the 
first nighters enjo the 
hoary tales about life In a 
small town. Comic also 
gets chuckles with his 
army reminiscences, in 
between his Will Rogerish s 
remarks he plays two har-\ 
monica numbers, both well 


received.” 
—ZABE. 














CHICAGO HERALD | 
AMERICAN 
“Herb Shriner's star in 
the comedy world is cur- 
rently blazing at its bright- 
est. He's the Ft. Wayne 
fellow who took homespun, 
quiet comedy about his 
“home folks” out of In- 
diana . . . and on to 
Broadway and the radio 
and television airlanes. His 
mode of fun is pleasantly 
contrasted with that of the 
forceful “pusher” type 
comedian, and the manner 
in which he clicked with 
ultra-critical Chez Paree 
first-nighters is proo 
enough that his new Chi- 
cago engagement will be 
one of his best anywhere.” 
CHARLIE DAWN. 














CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

“Spiritually enthroned 
on the cracker bar'l of a 
country general store, 
Herb Shriner is the es- 
sence of James Whitcomb 
Riley’s human touch, Kin 
Hubbard's perceptive wit 
and the drawling, bucolic 
sagacity of all Hossierdom. 

In the cynicism-soaked 
Chez he is as refreshing as 
an evening breeze when 
the moon shines on the 
Wabash. Best of all, the 
quotable notable is a son 
of that soil whose fertility 
bears tall corn and poetry 
—by the bushel. 

Lanky, with a shy en- 
gaging smile and an errant 
cowlick, Herb is a chunk 
of Americana as authen- 
tic as was Lincoln in his 
lighter vein.” 

GENE MORGAN. 
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CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 
“Following 


show business, but Herb 
Shriner and Frances Faye 
are demonstrating it can 
be done without a letdown. ‘ 
Herb’s cracker barrel mus- 
ings about his little home 
town on the banks of the 
Wabash are philosophical 
comedy in the rare tradi- 
tion of Mark Twain and 
Will Rogers. 

His grass roots solilo- 


string of wisecracks. Hands 
thrust deen in his pockets, 
staring with artful awk- 


and salty : 
commentator on the Ameri- 


BENTLEY STEGNER. 


Persian Room 
° Plaza, New York 
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more than just a 





at his feet, he is 


life.” 
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Latin Quarter, Boston to the general din in typical O & J 


solid fare with production fast fashion. 
and zany. 

“rank Libuse, an Olsen and 
Jonnson alumnus garbed as a wait- 
er, goes through a pre-show warm- 
up wandering about tables bump- 
inz into customers, leadins the m to 





ee ae ges the first: Truman. Three nifty nes 
, toakine -atfalis In¢ in ge i wh : . 
seat cing pratf Us % | : 6° tion numbers are introed by: 
eral creating a furor among the ardin-Fletcher girls aided 
Ss tled ests. However. ne ring spot’s new male vocalist J 
siders catch on fast and hi antics! cjiqy | neup in for two-weel 
o hh c : te loor shov : % . 
— oBrruaiiels Spotted in io SnOW, Dave Lester orch handies 
I US eg D\ Varco Brandel inding n us i « d 
1 to ns RIN . ‘S tan, 
n Ou ° re bB 1 ct e 
! ympani B 
cf re £ up an D\ ; - 
Nis ] » VOC ng ‘ -. . . e 
t Page See Ss cing , Alam Gale's. Miami B’ch 
t 0 Ih ISt accel ) Ving <¢ age 
: ran ine a Mi al mi Beach, Dex 
colo! sopra ) u blo a ; Be a 
ti mie out of t instru wie m : 
me! manage t ) e 2 ens Pe 
1 1) } ] _ Yad ‘ | rut 
Impl ) that he could really pla 4 : , 
net Fe 
it if serv. During the stint. a ? George it 
0 i l K UO 
Sif ( rs ro a S IOTIT $3 50-S4 
I tra 
\ nG r com i¢ 
“~ here some seasons ag 
several locations for his Cele 
\ Club, is now operating in a 


dual-nitery idea. 








Appearing 


Show looks to click. 








FEC INGAL | AROUIA' TER AGE {laughmaker, with 
miss INGALS TAVELAAROUFY: FOXTER AGEMY | Jaug 
cCACUE? 


dar fr Men Vora ie ceneen 


presents the unit that’s 
him for the past two 

}midnight, with an added minimum 
{for those dinner guests who want 
to stay on, he steps out of the pic 
to hosting duties and 
show takes over. From biz opening 
'GOOD-EVANS’ and the following nights, 


jedy. Guy still is a 
his 
|preshes and heckling 
|waiters, bartenders and the 

(Continued on page 47) 


Bill opens with the Winter Sis- 
ters, three cute gals i 
turn of flips, twists and butterflies 
serve as neat getoff. Guy Marks, a 
sardonic impressionist, 
carbons of Arthur Godfrey, 
Monroe, Gary Cooper and Margaret 


new room, handsome in decor ; 
designed to feature 
tainment. And with it, 
menting with what 


intime 


ENGLAND Dinner. show components 

giant clude Gale and his frenetic 
hard working 
yarns, i 
routines with 


whose 


clicks with 
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he’s experi- 
amounts 
At dinner, 
been with 
seasons. 


an all-colored 
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The Theatres of the Stars 
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MARCUS LOEW 
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BOOKING AGENCY ° 


L EXECUTIVE OFFICES : 


n 2-2000 
160 West 46th Str e jJUdso 


H. LU B | N GENERAL MANAGER 
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AGVA PROTECTION PLAN ‘Masthaum, Phila., to Open Spot Policy 


STIRS SQUAWKS IN BOST 


re new amcican ‘@id’'or With Skelton; Comic May Play N.Y. Par 


Variety Artist ruling slanted | 


towards. stricter supervision of 7 
franchised agents and club date The Mastbaum theatre, Phila-,cago, Jan. 5. Starting date at the 


producers, at the same time im- delphia, will be reopened for spot eee, meet Seen “eee 
proving working conditions, went attractions. First deal to be set 7 RR le po eaves the Coast 
into effect here last week. Under jg Red Skelton. who will play a aa fan 

the new setup, agents in order to ele the’ enable’ f hi There’s possibility that Skelton 
book club dates must post a $500 date there at a Soon pein of nis will play the N. Y. Paramount sub- 
bond, pay a minimum scale of $18 date at the Chicago theatre, Chi sequently, on a deal which was 











net for a single, furnish transpor- signed nearly 10 years ago. After 
Sabie aii tae mete debiie saulen pacting of that date, Paramount’s 
their jurisdiction Vaude, Cafe Dates managing director Bob Weitman re- 
Policy, costing the agents $1 per leased the comic so that he could 
‘covers them with pavments ia ; go out to the Coast to make his 
$2.500 to $5,000 for dismem Hollywood first picture for Metro. The Capi- 


Aes tol, N. Y¥ a Loew house which 
ra’ ) IY nNeNnseaA t ee ’ iN. °9 4 \ 
medical expenses up to Anne Triola back at the Bar of Skel ne : ae 
disabilitv benefits of $50 wri. fnc Ra he Skelton would ordinarily play, 
Je Music for her third stand will have to forego this stand j 
ol 117 + sake Ts . ‘ } c er S SlLé ] 
KIN up o 138 weeks and a Buddy Baer opens a 10-day sing- nea in 


blanket $5,000 death benefit. ing stint Saturday (23) at the order that Skelton can fill his old 
\ny franchised agent, posting Stockmen’s hotel, Elko, Nev... . obligation. 

the required $500 bond with AGVA Billy Vine set for a one-weeker at Red Skelton goes to England 

and fulfilling these provisions, can Desert Inn, Las Vegas, Jan. 2 and next summer for his first personal 

book either club dates of steady will be followed by Billy Eckstine appearance abroad. He'll follow 

spots but franchised bookers who - -. Sophie Tucker set for a Feb- Danny Kaye into the London Pal- 

balk at the bond may not engage Yruary date at Ciro’s ... Tito Gui- jadium July 2 for four weeks. 


club date: biz. However, they 74% headlines the new layout at the 
ney aay See te biccee .:,,,, Biltmore Bowl, opening Christmas == a os — 
re lol barred from booking ‘ - : 
literies. providing they stick to night, with Beverly and Jimmy 
AGVA requirements regarding Sdn ys a bill - FOR THAT XMAS GIFT 
‘hese ennke Barbara Perry also on the bill... : ; : : 

eee te abiakiadh Be 7 Dave Kenner inked for an indefi- | Give Him Something Useful ! 
setup has res e¢ n some tem- te BBs Z ia : ? 

nite 88 stint at the Zimba Room. ; 

porary confusion and  squawks Danny Hoctor and Betty Byrd, A comenete eet Of 35 teenee of 
hereabouts but AGVA head- after winding Biltmore Bowl stint FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
quarters reports majority of fran- here Saturday (23) will plane to Or 4 Vols. BOOK OF BLACKOUTS 
chised agents have fallen in line London for a date at the Savoy 














/ 
With the new decree. hotel . . . Dick Wesson booked to Ge uidiiia ae aie 
open an indefinite stand at the Bar : 
of Music Dec. 24. Or All of the above items!!! 
Saranac Lake _ Tony Martin opens Dec. 28 at THIS 1S A XMAS GIFT 
; : the Flamingo, Las Vegas, for a ] THATS NOVEL, USEFUL & VALUABLE! 
By Happy Benway two-weeker ... Billy Gray’s Band ; 
Saranac Lake, Dec. 19. Box due to reopen Dec. 22 after re- Fer PERG Gad ADORED 
Birthday greetings are in order furbishing ... Jackie Green opens See our other AD elsewhere in 
to Laura (Loew’s) Sloan and Del- a two-weeker Dec. 26 at Desert this issue 


phin (RKO) Streder, both Variety Inn, Las Vegas. 
Clubites who are progressing OK. 
Roberi (IATSE) Tarr, projec- 


tionist of Oil City, Pa., in for : DICK 
observation. Chicago 


As usual “We, the Patients’ ,Gussie’s Kentucky Club is drop- C O U ik T and 
topped their quota in the Christ- Ping semi-name policy for mod- 

















mas Seal drive, ditto for the local @st budgeted talent . . . Paul Gray 
hospital fund drive. playing some concert dates in the GENIE 
Don’s Melody Lounge. formerly Midwest . .. LaSalle hotel, which 


the Pine Room. held it’s opening has been on band policy for the S A U N D F "4 S 


Joe DeNicolo, ex-Rogerite, folded With Dick Gordon on teeoff bill 




















his Tupper Lake cafe. ... Larry Allen, released from the “Courtship in Song” 
Lee Klimmick, formerly with + hen ggg Beg Mien an gel = 
[w’s : ately ‘ice Mutual... Jean rin he rer 
Staff here left foo NYC ne? at the Tuninn, Sioux City... MAGIC INN 
Sydney Gross, of Gross-Evans Herb Shriner repacted with Wil- Seattle, Wash. 
Associates, in to line up biogra- liam Morris agency tor three years. 
phies of many of the patients here Entertainment Managers Ass'n Placed by EDDIE SMITH OFFICES 
to be used during the Variety dinner-dance set for Jan. 29 with 
Clubs drive. Jack Page, Jick Lau, and Howard 
Write to those who are ill. Schulze heading ticket committee 


Dell's, Evansville, victim of 


flood waters last week. Clarence 
Woods, owner, paid off all acts un- 
Emergency able to give show... James Hart in 


New York to pick up talent for the | ey 
“Cy and VICKIE 


Continued from page 43 ==——" Buttery, Ambassador West. 
“DOUBLE-TALK" 





























anil oa Jimmy Nelson makes Coast de-| 
to parade a new line of fabrics put at Ciro’s, Feb. 1... Sammy | 


which cannot be sold during the Shore into LaBohme. Louisville. | 



































coming year. Ky., Dec, 22... . Frances Faye | Featuring 
The club-date bookers think that }eadlines at Eddie's. Kansas EDDIE-ECHO 

the recession in the field will be City, Jan. 12 . . Low, Hite! 

temporary, since the same firms & Stanley pacted for the C apitol, | CASINO Theatre 

will be resuming showings once Washington, Jan. 18... Charles} Toronto, Canada 

war work gets under way. During te off . Florida for oo 

the past war this was the case. Be- weeks . .. Chicago theatre snarec | , 

seuss of the excess. profits tax and ery Skelton for week of Jan. 5 for }) Manager: Matty Reson 

high income levies, many manu- $25,000 and a split over $60,000. 

facturers spent an unusual amount =—— ——————— > en == 

in entertainment. Sales meets 


were frequently pepped up with 

talent and promotions continued AL TRACE Orchestra 
with postwar sales in view. En- 

tertainment will be continued for Currently on TV for 

institutional purposes. Bookers 


think this will happen as soon as SENTINEL and TELE-TRONICS 


war-conversion plans are com- ABC NETWORK 
pleted. 


























Thanks everyone for a swell 1950 ! 


KEN GRIFFIN 





Harbor Lights, +38889 © Rudolph, the Red Nosed Reindeer, +38610 e Humoresque, +39002 
Personal Mgt.: MILO STELT, Mutual Entertainment Agency . 203 N. Wabash, Chicago 1, RAndolph 6-6990 


Creator of “You Can’‘t Be True, Dear” 
AMERICA’S FOREMOST ORGANIST 


Just Closed Michigan State Food Show, Grand Rapids 


Opening Dec. 21—Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis 


e 
On Top with COLUMBIA RECORDS 
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AGVA-AFM Mull Reciprocal Deal 
To Aid in Organizing Holdouts 





Deal is in the works for a link 


between the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and Local 802 of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians for a greater degree of co- 
operation between both unions. 
Both are working on a pact which 
will forbid acts to work with non- | 
union bands, and also calls for | 
bands not to play for non-union | 
acts. Terms will also call for a'| 
mutual ban on spots cited unfair | 
to either union. 





In many cases previously the | change is slated to start shortly | 


acts have gone through AFM picket | 
lines, and vice-versa. 
Although the agreement by its | 


nature will be confined to the New | 
York area, similar deals are likely | 
to be concluded in other parts of | 
the country. It’s felt that agree- | 
ments of this kind will aid both | 
unions to organize holdout spots. | 


The Local 802-AGVA agreement 
is an extension of the recently con- 
cluded pact between the national | 


offices of both outfits in which the 


fined and was made primarily to 
end the AGVA-AFM quarrel on 
acts, bandleaders and sidemen who 
use both music and dancing as part 
of their routines. 


jurisdiction of each union was <4 


























JIMMIE HUSSON 
“MR. EVERYBODY” 
Currently: 
Club Dates for Mildred Lane 


LEAMINGTON HOTEL 


Oakland, California (Until Dec. 26) 

















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


HELD OVER 


CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


‘son's FUN-MASTER 








GLASON’S 


‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. | thru 35 @ $1.00 each * 
sp (Sold in Sequence Only) 
ECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
___ ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 
. MINSTREL BUDGET Terre HY ° 
So BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
WwW TO ie Mag gr memomess 
reissue), $2. 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand. 
NO C.0.D.‘S 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 

















CALL 


vant at once—Girl musicians, all in- 
uments. Prefer those who double, 
a harmony, both pop and Western 
a hillbilly), do specialties and dance, 
or compact variety unit. Must have 
wee be neat, and have TALENT. 
Ca yterviews New York City. Write 
diana Box 864, c/o Variety, 154 W. 
h St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Wally Overman 
GAYETY THEATRE 











Two N.Y. Jocks to Switch 
Spots One Night Weekly 


Two N. Y. cafe disk jockeys are 
working out a reciprocal deal en- 
tailing exchange of spots for one 
evening weekly. Barry Gray, who 
spiels at Chandler’s restaurant two 
evenings weekly, will switch with 
Lou Quinn, who works from the 
Copacabana, N. Y. 


Full details of the switch haven’t 
been worked out as yet, but ex- 


after Jan. 1. During the switch, 
Gray, who is regularly heard over 
WMCA, will gab over Quinn’s out- 
let WVNJ, and vice versa. Whether 
each takes his sponsor’s to the new 
mike is one of the matters to be 
resolved. 





‘Saga of Sameness’ Sags 
Montreal Nitery Outlook; 
Holiday B.0. Not Too Gay 


Montreal, Dec. 19. 


| The only things resembling a 
, white Christmas around Montreal 
| are the empty tables as local boite 
operators go into one of the poor- 
est holiday seasons for several 
years. Although prepared for the 
usual slump, owners were dealt 
additional blow with the announce- 
ment that all rooms must close 
early over Christmas and New 
Year’s Eves, 

Lack of biz in some cases is not 
entirely tHe fault of the season. 
Too many spots have opened in the 
past year offering the tab-lifter 
the same sort of entertainment, 
that is, an imported line of hoof- 
ers; a couple of singers; emcee- 
comedian, plus a novelty act. Most 
successful to date has been the 
Bellevue Casino and it hit on 
this formula ffirst, it is still 
drawing with a regular clientele 
that the other saloons are unable 
to cut into. The stubes that spread 
from mid-town to the heavily pop- 
ulated French districts in the east 
end seem unable to produce any- 
thing more than a trio (always the 
same setup; an accordion, a bass 
and guitar) that specializes in 
pseudo rhumba numbers. 


Other rooms are suffering when 
new owners decide after a month 
or so that they are impresarios and 
start bargaining around for talent. 
With more than 25 rooms offering 











|revues, the public is shopping 
around for entertainment and 
‘avoiding the joints that keep 


| changing their price policy de- 
/pending on the amount they have 
to ante up for performers. 


‘the biggest chunk of business 
/every time. 


| The Esquire, one of the oldest | 


;elubs in town, may drop its 
'shows in the new year and con- 
tinue as a lounge; the Latin Quar- 
ter which has gone through a se- 
ries of owners in the past few 
years is up for sale after taking a 
beating for the last couple of 
months. The Diana Grill with 
its new Candlelight Room is 
starting to click, concentrating on 
, “name” acts such as the Inkspots, 
|Ames Bros., Delta Rhythm Boys, 
et al., but the climb is slow. 


| 
‘celand Reorg in Wake 








The Iceland restaurant, N. Y., is 
currently undergoing financial re- 
organization following a crisis of 
last week, during which the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists had 
to pay off the acts out of the $880 
| bond that was posted with the 
‘union. Because of a siege of sub- 
| par business, spot’s till was shy of 
'the necessary coin and the union 
|Jast week pulled the acts. More 
/money was put up on Friday (15) 
| and show was allowed to go on un- 
til Sunday (17). 


At press time, union stated that 





| . 
‘the Iceland would not be permit- 


ted to reopen last night (Tues.) un- 
less a bond for the full amount of 
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| the show was posted. 

| Jeeland is getting new money 
/men into the corporation and it 
| was expected that the spot would 
resume. 


Como Sock at Click in 
Ist Philly Date in 6 Yrs. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Perry Como, playing his first cafe 
date here and making his first 
Philadelphia appearance in six 
years, fractured attendance records 
at the Click, Saturday night (16). 
Como was accompanied by the Fon- 
tane Sisters and their two shows 
clocked more than 6,000 patrons, 
despite Sat. midnight closing. 

Singer made the single-night 
date as a favor to Click owner, 
Frank Palumbo, who arranged a 
Saturday afternoon cocktail party 
and reception for Como, which was 





The | 
clubs with a consistent policy of, 
|price and show formula pick up) 


Of Coin Crisis Last Week 


attended by virtually every disk 
| jockey in the area. 





CAN. COMBO TO PLAY 
U.S. AFTER 2-YR. DELAY 


Irving Pall Quartet, Canadian 
comedy-vocal-instrumental combo, 
makes its U. S. debut Dec. 29, at 
the Forrest Park hotel, St. Louis. 
Group was originally supposed to 
appear in this country in the sum- 
mer of ’49, but was refused entry 
under the U. S. Alien Contract 
laws. An appeal was made and 
granted in September of last year. 
Under the grant, outfit was called 
upon to make an American appear- 
ance before Jan. 1, 1951, or the 
appeal would be invalid. 

Quartet has been booked into the 
Forrest Park for four weeks by 
General Artists Corp. 





Statler Hotel, D. C., 
To Resume Name 
Policy in January 


The Statler hotel, Washington, is 
slated to resume an act policy Jan. 
8. Spot has set Rosalind Courte 
wright and Cardini for its preem 
show under the talent format. Ted 
Lewis is slated to follow Jan. 22, 

Inn had been on a band policy 
for some time, and spot will con- 
tinue to book top crews whenever 
budget allows. However, it’s been 
decided to accent acts in all of 
their shows. 
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| MERRY CHRISTMAS 


and loads of loud, lusty laffs in the New Year... 


Humphrey Higsby 


203 North Wabash Avenue 


P. S. And best wishes from my custodian and personal manager... 


¢ Chicago 1, Illinois 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 20 





Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 














Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent» 
(L) Loew: \M) Moss; ‘P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warners 
WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY Horace Heidt Res Norene Tate } Norman Paris 3 
Capitol (Ll 20-24 CHICAGO Garland be oe Julius Monk 
E i Madi lera Chicago ‘P) 22 Ellis L i } Little Crub 
R i & Rud Tong Bros care ‘Society Ernie Warren Ore 
P , «s Fredericks Stump & Stumpy Josh White No 1 Fifth Ave 
| “Ss PI Silvers Beat rice Howell Louise Howard 
Pa Regan Ethel! Smith Leonard Conner Erik Rhodes 
25 Criental ‘() 21 Chi Jackson Downey & Fonville 
She elds O Ames Br J indhurst Ore Eraze] Wehster 
I Spots Martells & Mignon Copecabdans Old Knick 
I I ‘ Rolly Re Henny Yor nan Jerry Bergen 
( rd ¢ t Sherman Haves Orc Luba Malina Arthur Barnett 
Biaribeth Old ELMIRA ‘ Durso Ore Harry Fleer 
Music Hall 1) 21 Strand (W) 22 Only Wynters & Denise Griifin 
Martha Kin Charlie Spivak Ort Angeline Fred Ardath 
Bettin Rosay MIAMI Skvlarks Old Roumanian 
R "Re nd Olympia ‘(P) 20 Jean Caples Sadie Renks 
Leonard Sues R & A Farrell Chuck Brunner Jackie Winston 
Krinazawa 3 Duke Dorrell Betty Harris +; Buster Burnell 
Sha e | Park & Clitiord Mickey Devine Alverda 
Ro ckett es Pat Hennin F Alvares Ore Mary Mon Toy 
Corps de Ballet Jessica Dragonette Diamond Horseshoe Joe LaPorte Ore 
Syvm Ore PHILADELPHIA Ross & LaPierre D’Aquila Orc 
Palece (R) 21 Earle (W) 22 Rudy Cardenas Park Ave 
Virginia Austin | Clark Bros W CC Handy Gloria Elwood 
Day Drenmers Rose Murphys Billy Banks Scotty Graham 
Paul Garner Sis Rose ai Tharpe Gloria LeRoy Charlie Stewart 
Leon |! ids Geo Kirb Noble Sissle Ore Penthouse 
Hs 5 Geo She.ring 5 Chic Morrison Ore Paul Taubman 
rs : . Re PITTSBURGH nag ee Bros inal = 
& eters n! WV 2 i JacK Spoo ‘ 2s aanae > 
1 to fill yeeret ‘nth lla Frank Evans | Hote! Biltmore 
Apt gt P) 20 Unit lommy mane | GMarold Nage! Ore 
suis Prima Ore Harry Meehab | Hotei Edison 
Keely Smith WASHINGTON Billy Banks 'Henry Jerome Or« 
Shir! : in Capitol (L) 21 Harry Armstrong Hotel New Yorker 
Jan Mt v Paul Remos & Havana-Madrid Ray Robbins Orc 
Roxy. 1) 22 Toy Boys Baer & Rosenbloom , Rookies 
Elsi & Waldo | Dunhills Lily Ann Carol Caro! Lynne 
Gautiers | Geor fia Gibbs Roy Kirk Ferrar & Carter 
Steen!echase Alan Carnes Pupi Campo Ore Ozzie Wells 
Joan Hyldof Howard (1) 24 Jerry Cooper B. Pennington 
Romayne & Brent Louis Jordan Ore & vVierra Monkeys } Arthur Johnson 
Ger.rude Ribla Rev iceland Hotel Pierre 
Strand (W) 22 Jordanettes Alfred & Lenore DeMarcos 
Martin & Florenz Teddy Hale Jack Palmer Ore Robert Maxwell 
R ye & Naldi Billy Davis Habibi Stanley» Me!ba Ore 
Jickie Miles Pegzy Thomas Lota Manue!] Jiminez Orc 
Don Cornell Novellos Bracha Hotel 
Flericn Zobach WATERBURY Hillel & Aviva Park Sheraton 
BRIDGEPORT Poli (L) 27 Only El Chico Irving Fielk ; 
Lyric (L) 26 Only Horace Heidt Rev Rosita Rios Hotel Piaza 
Los Gitanos | Victor Borze 
AUSTRALIA | Pilarin Tavira | Artin & Consuelo 
| Sarita Herrera Nicholas Matthey 
: D Alonso Ore Mark Monte 
MELBOURNE Maurice Colleano Leon & Eddie's Dick La Salle Ore 
His Maiesty’s (1) Co Eddie Davis | Hote! Roosevel 
Armand Perren Horrie Dargie 4 Louise R Harris Guy Lombardo Ore 
Morion Davies James Cardwell Peggy O'Neil | Hotel St Regis 
E‘imar tomenoil 3 tusha Holden Jane Morgan 
Devine & King , Les uitenie Myron Bell | Milt Shaw Orc 
Gerda Bornstad Ronnie —— Jimmy Dale | Horace Diaz Ore 
Chribi Tiv ‘D 1 La Commedia | Hotel Shelbourne 
Marika Saar} vos Jo Hurt Aar¢ Pavn 
' 7 Guus brox & Myrna ni Aaron wne 
Pip Tappin La Martinique Joan Kibrig 
Wm De Jong M & Hi Nesbitt Herkie Styles Ray Rami wez 
Js ques Cariaux Wali DOAS Mary Hatcher |S eohte 
M Subs Mackinnon potlighters 
Jimmy Elder ab : Johnny Conrad Hot S 
\ ’ Marquis & Family 4 “ otel tatier 
Joe Whitehouse i Rosette Shaw | Ray Anthony Ore 
Alice Bronimann Detroy Ralph Font Ore ” Hote T 
« Trenhol Neana Sazova Val Olman Ore a ae 
Iss’ rennolm Moh Murra a man re Vincent Lopez Ore 
Tivoli (1) 18 Eugene’s Flying Latin Quarter |  _—s- Versailtes 
John Calvert Sallet Wences Edith Piat 
Ann Cornell i Celebrity 8 Galli Galli Emile Pett) Ore 
Sarah Ann McCahe Panchito Orc 
Christiani Troupe Village Barr 
BRITAIN | Mila Raymon Bourbon & Bayne 
Vikings Tex Fletcher 
ASTON Dorothy Nirska i Jane Abe! 
Hippodrome (1) Jackley & Jee | Genia Mel | Peter Rubino 
Vol Merrall Agnette & Svylvio |; Wilson Morrell | Village Vanguard 
Collins & Elizabeth GRIMSBY Calvin Helt } Irwin Corey 
Ross & Rosita Palace (1) 18 Ralph Young | Hope Foy 
Crank Marx & Amazing Chevalier Art Waner Ore | Clarence Williams 3 
Harry Jacobson Co Le Ruwan Bleu | Waldorf-Astoria 
Terry Hall | Johnnie Kayes | Bibi Osterwald Lisa Kirk 
Arthur En lish | Flying Dernos } Hugh Shannon | De Mattiazz7is 
Lelie Lewis | Ranleighs 3 Rifts | Emil Coleman 
BIRMINGHAM Liberty Horses | Ronnie Graham | Mischa Borr Ore 
Hippodrome (M) 18 Oscar Spuds Co | 
Harry Worth LEICESTER CHICAGO 
Dr Crock & | Palace (S) 18 | 
Crackpots | Max Bacon | Blackhawk | Lee Morgan 
W iithon & | Jane | Patsy Abbott | Johnny Alladin Ore 
Dorraine |} Semprini | Norma Lee Doggett | H Edgewater 6eacr 
Miccha Pgs | Al Roxy Joe! Friend ; Honey Bros 
Favne & Evens | Bemands Pigeons | Ray Hyson {D Hild Ders 
Song Pedlors | Bob Wovne & | Henry Brandon Ore) Orriv Tucker Ore 
Vervon Si | Barbara | hez Paree Hote! Stevens 
BLACKPOOL } Rondart | Stan Grover Skating Rvyies 
Palace (1!) 18 | NORWICH Paul Gray Arnoid Shoda 
Betiv Driver | Hippodrome (1) 18 Elissa Jane Jerry Mapes 
Peterson Pros | Vic Ray & Lucille Moore & Lessy | Jack Raffloer 
Delbary Co } Tommy Truman Richard France | Mac MacGraw 
Bernard Miles | Joe Aster & Rene Chez Adorables Reed Williams 
Gold & Cordell | Billingion Manuelitto Ore Harper Flaherty 
Irvine Kaye Adrian & Spero | Cee Davidson Ore Bob Fitzverald 
Rov Stevens | SUNDERLAND Paimer House | Skating Bivdears 
Jay Pa'mer & | Empire (M) 18 J & S Steele Jo Barnum 
Doreen | Delly Kin DeLeon & Graciella | Jack Spoons 
Roper & Pat Deen River Boys | Rudells (3) | Chordmen (4) 
BOURNEMOUTH Leslie Sarony M Abbott Ders | Buddy Rust 
Hirnodreme (1) Johnny Lawson 3 Eddie O'Neal Ore | Bill Perry 
Feonk Fox Terriers Noni Nit: & Dody Helstngs Leighton Noble Ore 
Marjorie Scott Walter Nib'o Georgie Gobel Vine Gardens 
Le« Jenes | Helga Barry Jayne Walton |; Myron Cohen 
J D Sis | Harry Bailey ieee tee _ | Carter Sis (2) 
Maurice “eiry ote ismare Minda Lang 
CHELSEA an a Norman Martin | Susan King 
o Palace (5) 18 Dacenhom Girl lrude Adams Mel Cole Ore 
ennv Lee Co Pipers 
Balliol & *rtcn rt, & Webster LOS ANGELES 
Auzustos Circus 2 Condens 
Winters & WVie'ding 9 Anelos Ambassador Hotel | Anita Aros 
Lockey - FY snry Poy Derek Eric Thorsen Russ Morzan Ore 
Ne son Liovd Vie Silver DiGitanos (2) , _Ciro’s 
Les Celentos Svivia liviton Eddie Bergman Orc | Dick Contino 
Ro voltettes & A Ross Geri Galian Ore | Dick Stabile Ore 
EAST "!AMPTON 08 ' Moc-mbo 
Metreseclit-n (1) woop GREEN Biltmore Hotel | Billy Daniels 
Tex McLeod _ Empire (S) 18 Sonny Howard Benny Payne 
Vera Cody Woods é 4 Fret Hoctor & Byrd Latin-Aires 
. rold Walden Har'em belles Vic and Adio Eddie Oliver Ore 
Ottawa Penry a rune re lers | 
Sunki , 3 | Shorty Slounsey } 
_ aw, ol aa Lewis Hardcastle | LAS VEGAS 
Palace (!) 18 Morroces ans Desert Inn The Kings 
Som Browne Co | Radic W illinms Romo Vincent Harold Stern Ore 
nev & King ee on ~ voll 4 |p Steffan Ders Garwood Van Or« 
Lorettos sated dad Cole Debutantes 
Vickers Twins YORK Mons. Choppy et Fi ow dna 
Le: er Johns Empire (i) 18 Carlton Hayes Ore Nick Stuart Orc 
N:ritos | Speedy Smith. | El Rancho Vegas | Thunderbird Hotel 
Len Peed ge mses Grey Kav T! . Wats 
Billy a an | Cy Gront ay rhompson ; Watson & Austen 
Santas | Ida Ehenter | Jimmy Nelson | Busketeers 
nm | ASGOW | David Dirks Henry Busse Ore | Sid Krofft 
Empire (PA) 18 | Dan Jockson I « Flamingo Hotel | Gil Johnson 
Jack R-Acli'te lGwen Miller | Toni Arden Al Jahns Ore 
Nv v Maes | Rex Dutton 
MacKen ‘¢ Reid & 'McKay bres & Vera 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdi>ne 


Eula 
Bud 


Pitz cerald 


Jouns 


mn 


Bud Pewell 3 


Bills 


tuyl 


Five Angel 


Connie S 
Bill Haves 
Wally Cox 


or 4 


weer 


| Stuart Ross 

| Harold Cooke 
Barbara Cook 
Eadie & Rack 

| Chittison 5 


| Bon Soir 
Jimmie Dantels 
Mae Barnes 


| Ghostley & Wood 


“| Many of the more than 400 


| Legit Angels | 
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| pride” in sharing in the venture. 
“back- 
|ers” already assembled, ranging 
|from bank execs to gardeners, are 
| loud in their praise of the idea of 
| “little people” putting on a show. 
' Biggest block of stock sold thus far 
is for $7,650. Trenk says he would 
rather sell 75 individual units. 
Backing of the Junior Chamber 


, becoming 


| sketches by 
' Manhoff 
; together 


of Commerce has piayed no small | 


part in attracting the small invest- | 
ors. Advertising copy has made 
much of the fact that the last show 
the Junior Chamber backed was 
“Song of Norway.” and the copy 
adds that the Music Foundation of 
the Junior Chamber “‘still receives 
dividends on its investment.” 


Make It Look Gilt-Edged 
Some of the copy beamed over 


local radio stations to attract in- 


vestors at $102 per unit makes it 
sound as if backing a show were a 
dee iged investment One blurb 
b] a tells listeners that “the 
D1 ; are greater and the fun is 
hig her when you get in on the 


1ething good.” 
is made of the fact that 
than 20 of the shows that 

Broadway last season were 
hits—or that backers of 
flop shows usually make 
their investment on the basis of a 
script audition rather than a siren 
announcer. 

Spot announcement 
scribes the potential show as “a 
brilliant. new musical production 
created by outstanding theatre per- 

and goes on glowingly to 
the success stories of some 
of the creative talent associated 
with the show. Then the copy 
enticingly that “the most exciting 
aspect of this distinguished new 
show is that you can own a part of 
it and share the excitement of 
watching the birth of a new show 
and the profits from boxoffice re- 
ceipts, sale of motion picture, tele- 


sround floor of son 
No n 
it’ss 
tried 
listed as 
even the 


ve) tis 
ention 


copy de- 


sonalities 


describe 


adds 


vision, radio and recording rights, 
and all other subsidiary rights, of 
which there are many.” 


Little Old Investors 


Some of the blandishments have 
included a heart-tugging reference 


to a “little old lady” who forked 
over $918 for nine units because 
she ‘wanted to be a part of this 
great venture.” Advertising of this 
sort is frowned on, Trenk main- 
tains, adding, however. that since 


several radio disk jockeys and pro- 
ducers already have invested in the 
show it is possible that they display 
a noticeable over-enthusiasm in re- 
ferring to the enterprise—and if 
this enthusiasm creeps into the 
copy as it is aired there is little 
“My L. A.,” Ltd., can do about it. 

While the appeal to prospective 
stock purchasers is geared to a “get 


into the ‘charmed circle’”’ kick, 
copy also aims straight at civic 
pride. Brochure put out by “My 
'L. A.” says flatly that to believe in 


the future of the show, 
tial backer must first 
Los Angeles is 


the poten- 
believe that 
“well on its way to 
the greatest city in the 
world.” 

Key man behind the production, 
Trenk is a former Viennese pro- 
ducer-director-actor. Reveling in 
the description “Los Angeles’ 
Greatest Booster,” he sees the mu- 
sical, based in part on L. A. Daily 
News columnist Matt Weinstock’s 
book. as a longrun natural. The 
show will have a score by Semmy 
Fain and Paul Webster, while 
Larry Gelbart. Bill 
and Laurence Marks tie 
the thin thread of the 
story. Sketches will be changed 
from time to time to keep the show 
topical, Trenk says. 

Potential investors are being told 


| that the show can gross $31,015 in 


| the show's basic budget of $ 


a 1,200 seat house, “indicating a 
potential profit of approximately 
$9,000 per week, before taxes.” The 
brochure does not add however, 
that the only 1.200 seat legit house 
in town is Fl Capitan, which Gene 
Mann has tied up on a long lease 
and which, conceivably, might not 
be made available to the attraction. 

Advertising Gimmick Planned 

Additionally. the brochure states 
that other revenue is possible from 
“subsidiary rights,” which include 
radio, television and films, sale of 
sheet music and phonograph rec- 
ords and revenue from advertising 
and commercial tieups. Trenk has 
elaborate plans to utilize exact rep- 
licas of Los Angeles landmarks, in- 
cluding advertising signs and ex- 
pects advertisers to pay a regular 
fee during the run of the show. 

Permit to sell stock authorized a 
subscription of $172,000, covering 
$143,000 
plus a  $30.000 which 
amounts to an overcall. All pay- 
ments for Shares go into escrow 
and cannot be touched until the 
subscription sale is completed—at 
which time the show must ¢o into 
production. All expenses thus far 
—options, payments to creative tal- 
ent, purchase of radio time (atter 
figure amounting to about $4.000 
since most of the blurbs have been 
$3.50 spois), ete., have been mace 
by Trenk, who soys that most, but 
not all. of this expenditure is tiz- 
ured ss pre-production exnense for 
which he'll be recompensed. 


cushion 





ew Acis 











MARY HATCHER & HERKIE 

STYLES 
Songs-Comedy 
40 Mins. 

Martinique, N. Y. 

This turn really comprises two 
separate acts, with the two combin- 
ing for a closer after completing 
their individual turns Mary 
Hatcher and Herkie Styles have 
been touring together and have 
been booked under this type of 
arrangement, and it might be con- 
sidered as a single act. 

For Miss Hatcher, it’s her first 
big nitery assignment. Gal scored 
in her Broadway stint in “Texas, 
Li'l Darling.” Styles has been 
around for a while, and since their 
marriage, the pair has combin §' 
as an act. 

Styles is on first, for about 20 
minutes. He’s a personable young 
comie with good delivery and pro- 
jection, but his material is sparse. 
About half his act consists of bait- 


ing the audience and wondering 
who's going to take his place the 
next night after he’s cancelled. 


While all this is done in an in- 
offensive manner, it begins to wear 
after the first five minutes. A good 
deal of his gags are also directed 
toward the trade, which is alright 
for opening night but simply won't 


hold thereafter. He’s got some 
neat* impersonations, an okay 
piano-playing bit and a funny ex- 
change with the musicians, but 


strong enough 
the impression that he's 
ice most of the way 


these aren't long or 
to avert 
on thin 
through. 
Miss Hatcher, who reminds one 
of Betty Hutton in looks, voice and 
projection, shows to better ad- 
vantage. Delivers a couple of 
ballads nicely. and although her 
voice isn't tops. she makes up for 
it in appearance and_ delivery. 
More substantial is her rendition 
of “Yodel Blues,” which she in- 
troduced on Broadway. Here, her 
comic abilities come to the fore. 
As a closer, the pair combine for 
a song-and-dance bit, some singing 
by Miss Hatcher with accompany- 
ing baiting by Styles, and some 
more straight comic work. They're 
at their best when working to- 
gether; they complement’ each 
other. Styles might try tightening 
his solo turn and adding material 
to the closing duo stint. This would 
serve the purpose of making his 
stint better and strengthening the 
act as a whole. Chan. 





THE SKYLARKS (5) 
Rhythmic Vocal 

14 Mins. 
Copacabana, N. Y. 

The Skylarks are the nearest re- 
minder to the yesteryear Revuers, 
novelty group from which stemmed 
Judy Holliday (‘Born Yesterday”) 
and Adolph Green-Betty Comden 
librettists and screenwriters.  In- 
cidentally, whatever happened to 
the fourth member of The Revuers 
—Alvin Hammer? 

This is a_ two-gal, three-boy 
combo, who do vocal and terp num: 
bers in carefully planned routines. 
They break up the fast and scat 
stuff with a capella vocalharmonics 
(“Someone to Watch Over Me’). 
Their “Vaudeville’s Back” number 
is well planned and well executed. 
They're a plus for the plush bistros, 


and okay for the other media, from 
rostrum to TV bookings. Abel. 
MACFARLAND & BROWN 
Comedy acrobatics 
10 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

MacFarland and Brown have 
been around for some time but 


have not been reviewed in this de- 
partment. Man and woman team 
have a mild acro-comedy routine 
that doesn't build into any kind of 
strong laugh pavoff. 
Team runs. through 
tumbling stunts, using 
big rubber bal! as 
tricks, however, 
somewhat aimlessly. Closing bit. 
in which MacFarland does an im- 
pression of an ape, is best and 
could be extended for better re- 
turns. Team needs to revamp the 
rest of act with considerable sharp- 
ening. Herm. 


fair 
and 
These 


some 
a chair 
props. 
are performed 


THE COLLEGIATONES 
Songs 

9 Mins.; One 

Palace, N. Y. 

Young male vocal outfit 
velop into a strong act. At pres- 
ent, the lads work too stiffly and 
their vocal arrangements lack orig- 
inality. Quartet, however. is good- 
looking and shows good vocal qual- 
ity. 

Combo opens with “I Don’t Mind 
Being Alone” but fades with their 
selection of a poor novelty, “Juke- 
box Lou,” which is a compendium 
of all the pop cliches. The ren- 
dition of “Chattanoogie Shoe Shine 
Pov" is okuy but the tune lacks 
spark!e. Herm. 


(4) 


may de- 


| Crs 


LOUISE & HARRIS 
Comedy Dance 

10 Mins. 

‘Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Louise & Harris, a youthful 
pair of comedy terpers have an 
act that should make the grade in 
cafes, theatres and other visual 
situations. They make a good im- 
pression at the outset, Starting off 
with male doing a vocal and then 


into comedy dance routine, the 
terping is punctuated with good 
laugh values. The femme is pert 
and has comedic ability. 


They have an assortment of good 
routines, which at present can 
meet the demands of the family 
time. With a trip around the cir- 
cuits, the duo could play most any- 
where. Jose. 





WYNTERS & ANGELINE 


Dancers 
7 Mins. 
Copacabana, New York 

Svelte pair should do okay in 
the east, this being one of their 
earlier engagements around Goth- 
zm. Undoubtedly they have been 


eround as their terp skill bespeaks, 
but missing from the VARIETY New 
Act files. 

They have a neat routine, reg- 
istering all the way, notably in the 
Strauss waltz and in the cakewalk 
which includes some rather new 
and novel holds. They're a very 
personable pair who evidence im- 
mediate terpsichorean authority, 





Okay for any class room, Abel. 
MYRNA BELL 
Acro Dance 
8 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Myrna Bell, a newcomer, shows 


promise in the acro terp line. A 
short period of seasoning will 
make her a good bet for most vis- 
ual situations. Miss Beli can tap 
out a number with considerable 
applause values, and her acro 
work is up to standard in this de- 
partment. 

Miss Bell has an excellent assort- 
ment of tricks. She does nipups rap- 
idly gets off some good spins and 
mixes in assorted acro antics with 
good effect. Some of her routines 
need perking up, but essentially, 


the talent’s there. Jose. 
JIMMY DALE 
Sones 
7 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Jimmy Dale is a singer of con- 
siderable experience. He’s got a 


smooth voice and a pleasing floor 
deportment. Dale, who played a 
date at Leon & Eddie's some years 


ago, indicates that he can make 
good in cafe and theatre work. 
He’s got good visual values as 
well. 

At show caught. his emceeing 
wasn't up to par but vocally. he 
makes the grade. Jose. 
ROMA 
Dance 
6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 


Roma is an exotic dancer with 
cood body movements and fair rou- 
tining. She works in an Oriental 
vein and shows off a good assort- 
ment of grinds. Opening number 
is done in full costume but later 
gets down to briefs and bra. 


Okay for produetion numbers 
and in situations where ~~ in- 
terest is angled. ose. 




















} Johnny Hyde Dies s | 


Continued from page 2 Qo 





at one time or another. The fami- 
lv dropped the Haidabura name 
after a few years 

As a youth, Hyde joined the 
Loew vaudeville booking office as 
assistant to J. H. (Jake) Lubin and 
remained in that spot several 
years. He, together with his broth- 
Alex and the late Victor, pro- 
duced flash acts for a while, and 
in April, 1926, Johnny joined the 
Morris office in an executive ¢a- 
pacity. He was transferred to the 


-agency’s Hollywood operations 15 


i Jane 


years ago where he shared respon- 
sibility of running the operation 
with general manager Abe Last- 
fogel. 

When the various vaudeville em- 
pires dwindled, Hyde turned to the 
picture business. He handled all 
of Al Jolson’s picture business and 
initiated as well as consummated 
many important film deals. 

Hyde is survived by brother 
Alex, who is in the Metro music 
dept., and four sons. His son Don- 
ald is with the Charles Feldman 
agency. and Jay is a personal mun- 
ager. Latter is married to singer 
Harvey. 
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Roxy; N. Y. | ie magioviotiene te the younger 

, le-| femme element’s high commenda- 

ong p Bern oy mag eet 7 tion as against the outspoken brick- 

On, mae & Brent. Gae Foster bats of their male contemporaries. 

of. (16), Escorts, Skating Belles However, this was the only flaw, 

lades, Paul Ash House Orch; from the audience standpoint, of 

b eeocfeaven's Sake” (20th) re- .. ae pede soene vaude 

‘ , n the old vaude tradition. 

viewed in VARIETY Dec. 6, ’50. McStay. 


Radio City, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 








For the Yule season, the Roxy 
has one of its most colorful and 
imaginative stageshows seen here 


Palace, N. Y. 


Berk & Hallow, Howard Nichols, 
MacFarland & Brown, Beatrice 
Howell, The Collegiatones (4), 
Tato & Julia, Eddie White, Bobby 
Whaling & Yvette, Don Albert 
House Orch; “Last of the Bucca- 
neers” (Col), reviewed in VARIETY, 
Oct. 18, 1951. 





Current layout at the Palace sags 
midway and indicates that more 





coin will have to be shelled out for 


should shape well after liberal cut- 
ting and perhaps a shuffling of 
acts for stronger closer. Having the 
Satisfiers-close instead of next to 
closer might do the trick. 

Consolo and Melba have some 
excellent ballroom routines which 
register with classic lifts and 
shoulder spins. However, it’s the 
new dance, done on dimmed stage, 
which brings out a chorus of “ahs” 
as offstage voice sings “I’m For- 
ever Blowing Bubbles” while soap 
|bubbles come cascading down with 








ght Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


Ni 


Alan Gale’s, Miami B’ch 











‘Gets the audience in on the act, 


too, and with most of them steadies, 
it winds up on the plus side. Fred- 
die Stewart is a good looking young 
tenor who delivers his song ideas 
in easy, high ranging style to earn 





solid plaudits. Gale works in on 


Colstons (2), Jay Lawrence, Lang |talent if vaudeville is to be saved 


jong time. The proceedings} ills Bros. (5), Ethel Smith, 
point up the fact that the house eg 
chief A. J. Balaban and his aides Troupe (6), Bill Floyd, Radio City 
Sammy Rauch, Arthur Knorr, Gae| Orch. (17); “Two Weeks With 
Foster et al, have extended them- Love” (M-G). 

selves, budget and effortwise to 


make this one of the most pic- 
turesque displays for this house. 
The chief expenditure apparent- 


lv is in the unusual sets and cos- | 


The Christmas motif is evi- 





Played in front of the Radio 
City’s own 17-piece stage band 
|with promising young comedian Jay 
Lawrence as emcee, this is prob- 
ably as strong a vaudefilm show 





tumes. L . 
dent throughout with appropriate 
talent to lure the juve trade that 


will abound during the holidays. 
The topper in the entire display 
is the church scene in which a 
stained glass effect backdrop is 
used. It’s probably one of the most 
elaborate used at this house. The 
H. Leopold Spitalny chorus sing- 
ing an opening from Handel’s 
“Hallelujah” oratorio and segue- 
ing into Schubert’s “Ave Maria” 
provides a moment of reverence 
and bea. ¢y. Gertrude Ribla, of the 
Met, fronts this elegant scene with 
a rich contralto. It’s an appropriate 
closer that nets the desired ap- 


as this theatre has ever offered. 
| It brings two headliners, the Mills 
| Brothers and Ethel Smith, who not 
| only are ace box-office names, but 
| who also stack up as terrific enter- 
| tainers. 


Six Colstons, three men and 
acrobatics comprising 
catapulting somersaults 
the air, reap gasps as well as ap- 
plause. On his own, young Law- 
| rence, a newcomer, working like a 
| veteran, clicks with his amusing 
| Satirical impressions, stories and 
| gags. In this case, good material 
receives firstrate handling. The 





plause quota. 

The Roxy’s line has been aug- 
mented to 16 femmes. Their con- 
tribution is the w.k. bell number in 
which they shake out tunes via 
bells attached to their ankles. The 
ice production is similarly on a Back at this theatre for the sec- 
high level with Romayne & Brent, | ond time within a year, the Mills 
This duo, who’ve been here for| Brothers again score with their 


Colstons, man and woman, keep 


ology-and out-of-the-ordinary terp- 
sichorean acrobatics. 





several shows, haven't yet run out distinctive, well routined harmoniz- 
of picturesque routines and their |ing of old favorites and a few new 
top terping is always a focal point | ones that has made them one of 


of excitement at this theatre. Joan | the top singing acts. 

Hyldoft, similarly contributes ex- | The Mills Brothers are not easy 

citing blade work. Her terping is | to follow, but Ethel Smith, organ- 

always tasteful, shows a feel for| ist virtuoso, had easy going and 

ballet and similarly productive of ;,whammed the payees. Making her 

maximum house appreciation. | first Minneapolis personal appear- 
The surrounding talent makes| ance, she registered solidly with 


for good juvenile as well as adult | her looks, vibrant personality, 
entertainment, although the out- | talent and showmanship. The big 
side acts are pitched toward the | league artistry also evidenced it- 


younger set. Gautier’s Steeplechase | self in the act’s staging, lighting 
provides an amusing interlude with | and effects. Besides playing, she 
the dog and pony antics and Elsa | talks engagingly of experiences in 
& Waldo's grotesque balletmania a | Paris and South America and 
strong comedy note to this display.| demonstrated instruments _ col- 
This act is more appropriate than | lected by her during a tour of the 
a talking comic for purposes of | latter continent. Rees. 


this show in view of the heavy 

juve trade expected during the 

holidays. The duo hit a heavy mitt. 
Jose. 





Casino, Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 15. 
Buck & Bubbles, Bill Farrell, 
Evers & Dolores, West & Lexing, 
Andrews Twins, Bob Goodman, 
Archie Stone House Orch; “Shadow 
on the Wall” (M-G), 





In his decision to establish a new 
policy of straight vaudeville at the 
Casino, this dispensing with the 
girl line, Murray Little has whipped 
together a wellrounded bill that 


Empire, London 
London, Dec. 11. 
Empire Girls (24) Empire Ballet 
(20) Choral Ensemble (12) Vic 
Hyde, The Harvards (2), George 
Melachrino Orch; “King Solomon’s 
Mines” (M-G),. 





For his first anniversary produc- 
tion, and his 15th since he became 
resident producer at the Empire, 
Nat Karson has staged his most 
ambitious show with a topical sea- 


sonal flavor introducing all the fave 
characters of British pantomime. 





has all the elements of solid family 
entertainment. Last week, on the 
new policy format, 
house orch tiered on stage in crim- 
Son mess-jackets, plus the tradi- 
tional visual buildup; now he has 


The 60-minute bill adds up to a 
‘pleasing blend of precision and 
‘ballet dancing, good choral and mu- 


he had the sical effects and two above aver- 
|age vaude acts. . 


After the opening by the Mela- 


commendably placed the bovs back |Chrino Orch with some seasonal 


in the pit for that greater old-cime 
vaude atmosphere. 


Around for a long time, Blick & 


Bubbles are the marquee draw as | 


tunes, the male singers take over 
‘dressed as snowmen for “White 
Christmas” to good effect. This 
/neatly paves the way for a pleas- 


the epitome of vaudeville in their in& ballet excerpt. Then over to 


alternate mutual breaks into per- 








fectly timed dance contrasts, with | 
One or other at the stam” Cae | The main ballet item danced to 
easy patter while working, Bubbles’ | Tchaikowsky’s “Nutcracker Suite 
big vocal finale of “When You're iS a good example of delicate 
Smiling,” with Buck’s sweet trum- Choreography well interpreted by 
pet solo as his partner takes the an experienced troupe. The three 
keyboard background. On this, an| Principals dance with exceptional 


enthusiastically demonstrative aud- Charm and grace and the produc- | 


lence refused to let the boys go|tion is beautifully costumed and 
When caught. | designed. 

With full-stage proceedings open: | The first of the two vaude acts 
ng with Bob Goodman as me., An- is The Harvards, a duo of acrobats 
drews Twins, two faststepping |who get a big mitt for firstrate 
blondes in white briefies, get over balancing beats. Vic Hyde progres- 
nicely on their brisk challenge ef-|ses towards his one-man ban 
fects; then West & Lexing on their | through easy stages. He stars with 
Standard blend of warbling, chatter | an impression of a navai patrol 
and knockabout mayhem, again to boat then plays two trumpets (alto 
4 rousing reception. More spectac-,and soprano) follows this with 
lar applause went to Evers & {three trumpets and then plays 
Dolores for their tightwire dancing, piano, drums, cymbals and slide 
including tap style and splits. Ey-|trombone_ simultaneously, using 
ers does his routines with smooth both -hands and feet. Act clicks 
accomplishment but Dolores drew |SOlidly and is well suited for this 
the top applause for her ballet on, big house. 
the high-wire. The finale brings in all the 
» ne secondary Bill pantomime characters with the in- 
,, Tell, when caught, had to submit | troduction neatly effected by the 
jo some bad-mannered male heckl- | choristers. All the perennial names 
ns. offset, however, by the ecstatic are brought into this item which 


headliner, 


““uealing of the down-front bobby- is lavishly named and rounds out | 


| Xers. His singing of “I've Got My show. Myro. 
— to Keep Me Warm,” plus his | ¥ 
' ottage For Sale” and interpola-| Eddie Fisher, baritone singer, 
in of other of his disclicks,|into Copa City, Miami, tomorrow 
4 oueht a divided audience recep- | (Thurs.) for one week, to be fol- 
tion varying from adult bewilder- lowed by another week's stand at 
‘ent at the youngster’s success via the Hippodrome, Baltimore, start- 
'S fog-horn baritone delivery and' ing Dec. 28. 





d ‘toning down. Standar¢e comedy bit 


‘from another and final interment. 
|Even as a pre-holiday show, when 
patronage can be expected to fall 
off, this bill doesn’t rate. 
Strongest turns are spotted at 
opening» and closing. Berk and 
| Hallow in the curtain-raiser, flash 
|a classy brand of tap hoofing. Boy- 
| and-girl teamwork in neat preci- 
ision routines and takeoff in solo 
|bits gets over. Closing act brings 


ion the vet cycling act of Bobby | 


| Whaling and Yvette. Whaling gets 
isock returns with his parlay of 
|comedy and cycling, the gal serv- 
| ing as a helper. 

| Other acts sag from this level. 


three women, whose teeterboard | Howard Nichols, in the deuce, has |Georgia Brown,” 


caught, must have been nervous. 
He missed too frequently. 


iran hoops around and into a tent, 
‘clicks nicely. MacFarland and 
|Brown, comedy dancers, and the 
|Collegiatones, a vocal grceup, are 
|reviewed under New Acts. 

| Beatrice Howell, comedy singer, 


number, about bargain sales, is 
| about as fresh and timely as a 
| prewar newspaper. Her psychiatric 
/routine also suffers from staleness. 
|Routine is lifted with impressions 
of Barbara Stanwyck and Bette 
| Davis, but that carbon of Jimmy 
|Durante is second-rate, besides 
| being oldhat. 

| Tato and Julia, Latin dancers, 
have an empty routine. Team runs 
ithrough some perfunctory chile 
|hoofing and then break into a 
|jitterbug bit that falls flat. 

| _Eddie White, in next-to-closing, 
| dishes out a fair comedy turn with 
‘some conventional borscht belt 
|dialect stories and songs. White is 


|personable enough but the gags 
|are too venerable. 

| Don Albert, batoning the house 
orch, cuts the show in okay style. 


Herm. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe with the 
Five Rosettes, James Root, Jr., 
Katie Bell Nubin; Tiny Bradshaw 
Orch (12) with Mary Lou Greene, 
|'Harold King, Wright Bros. (2), 
|Norma Miller’s Dancing Girls (7), 
“Crackshot’”; “Motor Patrol” (S-G). 


With Sister Rosetta Tharpe head- 








those patrons who like hot music, 
there’s Tiny Bradshaw’s orch, while 
Harold King’s roller skating tap 
turn is a solid entry for those want- 
ing a change from the usual acts 
spotted. And in the s.a. depart- 
ment there’s a line of six gals, 
fronted by Norma Miller, who reg- 
ister with their numerous gyra- 
tions. 

Show opens with band backing 
‘the chorus line with some snappy 
-instrumentalizing. Comprised * of 
| four brass, four reed, three rhythm 
,and Bradshaw leading and doing 
some vocal chores, orch comes on 
\later for a sizzling rendition of 
“Murder At the Apollo.” Some off- 
|color business, spotted along with 
‘the playing, goes over big. Brad- 





(the Empire Girls, who, with a new shaw scores with his raspy vocal 
land fetching routine register. 


Tunes handled by the 
bandleader include “Have Myself 
a Ball” and “Well, Oh Well.” 

In the terp vein, the Wright 
Bros. synchronize well with their 
joint tap delivery. However boys 
‘don’t match up to Harolc King, 
who does his tapping on roller 
skates for top results. Mary Lou 
Greene, songstress with the Brad- 
shaw aggregation, is featured on a 
|'couple of tunes. Gal, a pleasant 
| looker, knows how to carry a note, 


{ 


but her delivery could use some 


| delivery. 


‘is turned in by “Crackshot.” 
| Sister Rosetta Tharpe, accom- 
_panied by the Five Rosettes and 
| James Root, Jr., at the piano, is 
| show’s highspot. Gospel singer pro- 
| jects a likeable personality in addi- 
‘tion to demonstrating some guitar- 


‘ing and top-flight spiritualing. As- 


| sisted vocally by the Five Rosettes, | 


| 


‘neatly gowned, Sister Tharpe offers 


‘seven numbers and registers strong- | 


| ly with all. Gros. 
Chicago Theatre, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Consolo & Melba, Johnny Mor- 
gan, Satisfiers (4), Eddie Peabody, 
Louis Basil Orch; “Dark City” 
(Par). 








Flagship house has brought in 
a low-brdgeted show to try and 
bridge the pre-holiday doldrunis. 


‘Revue is fairly diverting and 
‘ i 


i 


; é His | 
closing bit, however, in which he | 


the audience bursting out in spon-|the encores for more giggles. The 
itaneous applause. | Haydocks are a familiar dance*duo 
In the second spot Johnny Mor-!and set up some well worked out 
gan runs through some _ real |terps to round out a breezy show. 
swifties, with many of the punch-| Midnight spot features Sarah 
lines lost because of the fast|Vaughan and the potent thrush 
pyramiding. He’s cut down on his|scores from the first with her 
|mugging and _ physical monkey- | stylings. It’s a steadily bulding ses- 
|Shines, especially his hoke bit on|sion, with the tricks in delivery 
the symphony orch leader, replac-|familiar to the patrons via her 
ing with a fairy tale bit, which | records, adding to the reaction 
falls on the tagline. His reprise of | build. The mitts come when she 
“Donkey Serenade” is good, but |sounds off on her standards, all 
‘not as a finale. |of it winding into a begoff. Simple 
| Satisfiers from Perry Como’s ra- | approach adds to the overall im- 
| dio show appropriately tee-off with | pact for added values. 

\“‘Smoke Rings” and add a beat with| Timmie Rogers gets them too, 
|“Funiculi, Funicula,” and “Sweet|though starting slowly in the 
more in the pop|emcee spot. Some of those gags 


penne jan okay juggling turn but, when! groove, following. Quartet offer a jhe uses have been heard too often, 


‘medley of pops, coupled with nov-|but the ebullient personality and 


elty tune about George Washing-|steady punching for the laughs 
ton. Femme member sparks the keep the interest until he hits own 
session. In between clever bow-off |spot when l.e gets them with spe- 
song, “Happy Holiday” group gives cial material that includes a bit 
jout with two other numbers, on high cost of living, a disserta- 
which might well be sliced for |tion on a cowboy who rides side- 


ibetter effect. 
| Eddie Peabody still trades on his 


the proceedings at their high qual-|is disappointing both in her ma-|former Navy affiliation begining 
ity level with nonsensical dance-|terial and delivery. Her opening|with theme, “Anchors 


Aweigh,” 
and then triple-fingering through 
i ‘Sweet Sue.” His medley of old- 
time songs are not in the familiar 
vein until he hits, “Some of These 
|Days” for payoff. Acrobatic banjo- 
\ist strums through some fancy 
chording with “Dark Eyes” and 
‘and then mutes his instrument for 
isome quieter numbers. Corny 
‘cracks and milking offset generally 
‘good reception. After several holi- 
,day tunes, he does an impression 
of Joe Mooney on some of the 
latter’s hits. 

Louis Basil orch has a _ neat 
opener with solo spots on “Hindus- 
tan," Zabe. 








Penn. Blue Laws 


|saddle and Yiddish dialect that’s 
\funny without being offensive. 

| Berry Bros. were a disappoint- 
/ment. Could have been the small 
|amount of space the stage provides 
jhere, their slides and spins thus 
being limited. Only full routine 
used at show caught was their 
cane dance. George Kirby sets up 
the standard carbons in a mel- 
ange that includes roster of the 
iscreen, radio and stage greats. 
| Offered to satisfactory returns. 

| Teddy King and his unit turned 
in a capable job on the backsround- 
ing. Lary. 


| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

| Eddie Davis, Jimmy Dale, Myrna 
| Bell, Louise & Harris, Roma, Peg- 
'gy O'Neill, Line (6), L&E House 
Orch; minimums, $3.50, $4. 





Eddie Davis, the perrennial fix- 
iture at this 52d street institution 











Continued frdm page 43 see 


— 


| 
'the LCB men having the night off. 
| They had to square it, of course, 


|for the past 22 years, is still belt- 
‘ing out the yockers to the native 
and provincial trade. His line of 
'songs and stories grows consider- 


ing the bill in sock fashion, cur- | 
rent Apollo sesh holds up well. For | 


_with the Philadelphia police. ‘ably throughout the years and a 
| At the present, the local cops | hefty clientele of repeaters has 
are on a rampage, it is doubtful if | Tesulted. — : 

‘any bar could get the “go-signal” | With this show, Davis has rein- 
‘from the local administration even | Stalled the type of display for 
‘though there is little likelihood of Which this cafe has been famous 


| _|for many years. After an absence 
ance, Most of the altery ope have Se es ee ee 

: ‘to put bac e line in the spot. 
already announced their intention | pra collected an energetic sextet 


of staying closed. Salvation for | of lookers routined by Rush Holden 


Philly celebrators are the private ‘and the show’s dressing is consid- 
clubs, of which there are close tO erable. The costuming and dances 
/700 in the tri-County metropolitan | }) the needs of this spot admirably 
_ area. ‘and the show’s pace perks up con- 
| Proximity of the Jersey Free | siderably. 

|State provides another outlet for| Davis has gathered a refreshing 
‘the Pennsylvania revellers. Clubs batch of talent. Some of the acts 
in South Jersey and hotels and have played the cafe previously. 
cafes in Atlantic City are busy lin- All of them, however, merit the 
ing up talent for the big night and attention of agents and bookers, 
‘running ad campaigns in the Phil- if not for immediate needs, then 


i o the loca] for filing for future use. In the 
fe: < --hpaa atlas ia New Act category are Myrna Bell, 


ame Dale, Louise & Harris and 
oma. 
Kansas Cafes Also Hit Peggy O’Neill, a cute titian, has 
Kansas City, Dec. 19. ‘improved considerably since last 
| New Year's Eve celebrating pos-| caught. Her voice is apparently 
sibilities raise a problem for clubs 'geared to light classics, but she 
and hotels here because of the Sun- can handle a pop as well. Miss 
day closing law. Missouri law pro-| O’Neill has a way with a ballad 





‘hibits serving of drinks on Sunday 
‘(from midnight Saturday to mid- 
night Sunday), but permits serving 
from midnight Sunday to 1:30 a.m. 
Monday. Kansas law prohibits serv- 
‘ing drinks at any time, state recent- 
ly electing the package liquor store 
system, and good deal of the metro- 
politan area will be governed by 
this statufe. 
Whether to open up for that hour 
and a half of liquor serving is the 


' focus of the problem. Bigger spots | low-budget fare and is usually wise 


‘enough in choice of bookings to 


cash dole payoff. 
la with the | make the puny s ole pay 


are going to stage their affairs on 
Sunday evening, serving dinner as 
usual, and coming 
drinks at midnight. A number of 
spots are by-passing the event en- 
tirely, figuring it not worth the 
| trouble. Most private clubs are tak- 
ing to Saturday night for the cele- 
brating, which will have to be 
drinkless after midnight. 

Prices for the Sunday evening 
dinner affairs are’ mostly in the 
$7.50 to $10 range, the price includ- 
ing supper, dancing, favors, floor 
show and state and federal taxes. 


Terrace Grill of the Hatel Muehle- | 
bach has set $7 plus tax ($8.54), | 


while El Casbah of the Hote! Belle- 
rive has a total fee of $9.15, for 
example. Other spots are in the 
same vicinity, and the evening is 
expected to figure about a sawbuck 
per person, drinks extra. 


|that registers handily. A medley 


‘of “South Pacific” tunes gives her 


Jose. 


Swiss Chalet. Chi 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Norman Martin and Trude 


an excellent exit. 


| Adams, Lee Morgan, Johnny, Alad- 
‘din 
cover 80c. 


Orch (5); minimum $2.50, 





This spot keeps rolling along on 


Best example of this is current 


‘offering, Norman Martin and Trude 
| Adams. 


Youthful femme and lass 
are winners with their vocaling, 
/partly through a neat choice of 
_material and a very warm pitch at 
the seatholders. Martin at the 
piano has a clean, pleasant voice 
and contributes sm.rtly with com- 
petent 83’ing. Femme bears the 
brunt of the heavy vocal work, 
displaying some well-trained pipes 
/and good feeling for musical com- 
_edy numbers. 

Lee Morgan, femme yodeler, has 
been a steady holdover here, but 
in current show her songs are extra 
baggage. She's adequate with 
“Miss. By Swiss Chalet.” and 
“Christmes Chimes.” Johnnv Alad- 
din band is okay for th» dai cers 
‘and backs show smoothly. 


’ 
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Plays on Broadway 


| Let's Make an Opera 


Bless You All 


Herman Levit & Oliver Smith presenta: | 


on of revue in two arts (19 scenes), with 
= and lyrics by Harold Rome, sketch- 
es by Arnold Auerbach. Stars Jules Mun- 
ghin. Mary McCarty, Pearl Bailey; features 
Valerie Bettis, Jane Harvey, Byron Palm- 
er, Robert Chisholm, Garry Davis, Char- 
lene Harris, Donald Saddler, Gene Barry, 





Lee Barnett, Noel Gordon. Staged by 
John C. Wilson. Dances and musical en- 
sembles, Helen Tamiris; scenery, Oliver 
Smith: costumes, Miles White; musical 
direction and vocal arrangements, Leh- 
man Engel; orchestrations, Don Walker; 
lighting, Peggy Clark; ballet music com- 
yosed and arranged by Mischa & Wesley 
Portnoft ind Don Walker. At Hellinger. 
N Y.. Dec. 14, ’50; $7.20 top ($9.60 
pening 
wn iaal Jules Munshin, Mary McCarty, 
Pearl Bailey. Valerie Bettis, Jane Har- 
vev, Byron Palmer, Robert Chisholm, Gar 
rv Davis, Charlene Harris, Donald Sad- 
dier, Gene Barry, Lee Barnett, Noel Gor- 
don, Gordon Edwards, Dorothy Etheridge, 
Dick Reed, Eleanor Boleyn, Cariene Cal 
roll, Sage Fuller, Vera Lee, lona Murai, 
Emy St. Just, Helen Wenzel, Swen Swen- 
gon, Joseph Gifford, Philip Nasta. Bertram 
Ross. John Sandal, Parker Wilson, Joe 
Nash, Eunira Jones-Bey, Gwenna_ Lee 
Smith. Dell Parker, Jill Melford. Jeane 
Williams. Billie Kirpich, Clive Dill, Irene 
Riley. Betsy Holland, Ray Morrissey, Kris 
Nodland, Blanche Grady, Gloria Olson 
Madelyn Remini, Margaret Wright, Grace 
Varik, Geraldine Hamburg, Eileen Turner, 
Donald McKayle, Richard D'Arcy, Joe 
Comadore, Osborne Smith, Fred trvan, 
Kenny Smith, William Sutherland Norval 
Tormsen, Jane Carlyle, Dorothy Richards 
Herman Levin and Oliver Smith, 


overators of a mint called ‘“‘Gentle- 


men Prefer Blondes,” have pro- 
vided a sumptuous production tor 
“Bless You All,” new revue by 
Harold Rome and Arnold Auer- 
bach. In this instance the material 
seems dwarfed by the beautitul 


Smith scenery and stunning Miles 
White costumes. And when a musi- 
cal looks better than it sounds, it 
generally spells trouble at the box- 
office. So while “Bless You All 
will probably have several monihs 
run, particularly with its heavy the- 
aire party bookings, it seems a du- 
bious bet to regain its $200,000 in- 
vesitment. 

Scene designer Smith and 
tumer White a r e the real stars of 
the show, which is unusually opu- 
lent looking and handsome, even 
by the lavish standards of 
Broadway. But the material is 
generally undistinguished, and 
although Jules Munshin, Mary Mc- 
Carty and Pearl Bailey labor val- 
iantly to bring it to life, the out- 
standing performer is Valerie Bet- 
tis. whose dancing provides the en- 
tertainment sock. As Miss Bettis 
demonstrated several seasons ago 
in “Inside U. S. A.,”’ when a dancer 
is the highlight of a revue it’s an 


cos- 


unfortunate commentary on the 
comedy and music. 
There’s only one real guffaw- 


bringer among the “Bless You All” 
sketches. That's a jibe at anti- 
histamine drugs, with Munshin as 
the gullible patient and Garry 
Davis as the enthusiastic druggist. 
A travesty of “Peter Pan,” as it 
might be presented for a parent- 
teacher entertainment, is moder- 
ately funny, but a skit about how 
the next President may be elected 
without leaving the television 
studio seems attenuated and over- 
produced. 

Of the songs, there may be some 
cag rr for “I Can Hear It 
Yow,” the sardonic ‘Little Things 
Meant So Much to Me,” “A Rose 
Is a Rose,” “Take Off the Coat” and 
“You Never Know What Hit You— 
When It's Love,” but there’s noth- 


ing like a genuine smash tune in| 


the show. Miss Bailey goes to 
elaborate lengths to put over “You 
Never Know,” but isn’t able to do 
much with her first number, 
“When.” 

Miss Bettis scores in her two ma- 
jor dance spots, the first involving 
pictures that come to life and the 
second a sizzling pash number 
called “Desert Flame,” besides 
Singing a laughable ballad parody 
called “Voting Blues.” Besides the 
drugstore sketch and the TV-Pres- 


ident stanza, Munshin wrestles | 
reasonable humor from ao. skit 
about a_ foreign matinee idol, 


Struggles through one about sea- 
side artists and teams with Miss 
McCarty in a heavy number called 
“The Roaring 20’s Strike Back.” 


Miss McCarty gives what anima- | 


tion she can to a sketch (in which 
one word apparently shocked some 


first-nighters) and song about south- | 


ern authors, succeeds in un- 
corking laughs with the “Little 
Things” song and the “Peter Pan” 
jape, and also appears in the TV 
satire and the “Roaring 20's” num- 
ber. 

Jane Harvey and Byron Palmer 
prove agreeable singers, either 
solo, in duets or ensemble. with 
such tunes as “I Can Hear It Now.” 
“A Rose Is a Rose,” “Love Letter 
to Manhattan,” “Summer Dresses” 
and “Take Off the Coat.” 

A notable addition to the show, 
definitely in the visual category, 
are the girls, billed not unjustifi- 
ably as a “Swarm of Sultry 
Sylphs,”’ 
signed attractively scanty 
John C. Wilson has done the 
all staging and Helen Tamiris con- 


togs. 


tributed the striking dance num-. 


ers, Hobe, 


for whom White has de- | 


over- | 


Peter Lawrence & Show-Of-The-Month 
Club presentation of musical in two acts. 
Book and lyrics by Eric Crozier; music 
by Benjamin Britten. Staged by 
Blitzstein. ; 
swang; costumes, Aline Bernstein; musi- 
cal director-conductor, Norman Del Mar. 
At John Golden, N. Y., Dec. 13, '50; $4.20 
top ($6 opening night). 

Big Bob and Tom....Randolph Symonette 





Clem and Alfred....... Rawn Spearman 
PPP ee re Lawrence Young 
Miss Baggot veeess--Rosalind Nadell 
Rowan 7 00ne cee .. Arlyne Frank 
Juliet... .ccccccevecececs ee Jo Sullivan 
ror pecsocecceses Frank Catal 
Sophie. ...ccoccccccecess Claire Richard 
Tina 0000606 60066060 Angela Adamides 
Hughie Paul Carter 


Johnny ..Mario Santamaria 


“Tet’s Make an Opera” is an en- 


tertaining novelty, but a slight one. 
Neither opera nor Broadway musi- 


cal—but a parlor or children’s 
charade — it doesn’t belong on 
Broadway. As an amateur audi- 


ence-participation frolic, it  be- 
longs in the high school-club-com- 
munity theatre category, and 
bringing it to Broadway, as a $4.20 
community sing setup, was a mis- 
take. Broadwayites are a little too 
jaded or so whattish to fall into 
the spirit of a community glee — 
and that is half the effect 

First act deals with a group of 
kids and adults who plan putting 
on an opera, Audience is invited to 
become the chorus, and is taught 
four not-too-easy songs to sing. 
Second half is the opera presenta- 
tion itself. This is a tender bedtime 
story of a 19th century London 
chimney sweep, who escapes trom 
his cruel employers with the aid 
of a group of children. Novelty of 
having a N. Y. audience singing 
with a production has its points— 


but they don’t add up to enough. 
Whole procedure is a little too 
arch, as well as difficult, and by 
the time intermission comes, has 
become a little tiring and dull. 
There are many nice things 
about this production. Second-act 
opera is a charming work, with 


some excellent tunes by Benjamin 
Britten, as well as a_ listenable 
score. One or two ensemble num- 
bers are particularly choice. Pro- 
ducers have assembled a talented 
group of youngsters to aid the few 
adults involved. 

Of the latter, Rawn Spearman 
has a fine lyric tenor, Randolph 
Symonette has a resonant bass, 
Rosalind Nadell is a competent 
contralto, and <Arlyne Frank a 
lovely as well as accomplished so- 
prano. Jo Sullivan is altogether a 
treat Juliet. visually, vocally 
and histrionically. 

Mare Blitzstein has staged the 
work with a good sense of theatre 
and a sure feeling for the artistic 
and music values, and Norman Del 
Mar, who doubles as emcee-con- 
ductor. does a yeoman job of 
wheedling the audience into sing- 
ing and handling his precocious 
cast. At times he’s a little too cute 
—which is whole production’s idea 
and its downfall. Bron. 

(Closed Saturday (16) after five 
performances). 


Play Out of Town 


Seeond Threshold 


New Haven, Dec. 13. 

Alfred de Liagre, Jr., presentation of 
drama in three acts (four scenes) by Phil- 
ip Barry, with revisions by Robert E. 
Sherwood, Stars Clive Brook; features 
Margaret Phillips, Hugh Reilly. Directed 
by de Liagre; scenery and lighting, Don- 
ald Oenslager; costumes, John Derro; pro- 


as 











Mare } 
Sets and lighting, Raiph Al- | 


brought him to the depths of lone- | 
liness. There is the issue of the | 
solid citizen who feels that he has 
contributed much to the advance- 
ment of society, only to have his: 
fellow-beings fail humanity in the 
chaos of present-day confusion. 


There is, too, the issue of mod-' 
ern-day younger girls casting 
their marital alliances. in the di- 
rection of men many years their 
senior. And there’s the problem 
of medical treatment, or psychia- 
try, as opposed to the simple will 
to live. All this in one package, 
which indicates the play’s absorb- 
ing potentialities. 

Taking his premise from actual 
events of our times, the author 
has built his work around Josiah 
Bolton, eminently successful legal 
light, who has reached a state of 
retirement after not only a bril- 
liant career in his chosen profes- 


sion but also outstanding service 
to his country. Bolton has 


reached an impasse in his life, in 


that he finds no way to turn as hee 


realizes that his work is “finished,” 
his wife has divorced him and re- 
married, his daughter is about to 
leave him to marry an elderly 
suitor, his son has virtually aban- 
doned him, and perhaps most 
significant of all, humanity itself 
has floundered badly in the pres- 
ent sea of disorder. 


Contemplating suicide, a status 
of which only a young medical 
family friend is aware, Bolton is 


gradually brought into closer con- 
tact with his daughter. And after 
a rugged session of self-analysis on 
the part of both father and daugh- 
ter, play ends on an optimistic 
note. 

Clive Brook, making his Ameri- 
can stage debut, gives a beauti- 
fully-polished reading of the Bol- 
ton role His characterization is 
noteworthy, as is his acting. Mar- 
garet Phillips gives credence to the 
part of the daughter and stands up 
well in heavily dramatic moments. 
She seems unable to shed an ac- 
cent, which has a tendency to de- 
tract from her interpretation of 
a basically American girl. 

Hugh Reilly provides an authen- 
tic version of the easy-going young 
medic who eventually rouses Bol- 
ton to self-preservation, and weans 
the daughter from her May-Decem- 
ber marriage plans to more ro- 
mantic ones involving himself. 
Betsy Von Furstenberg, in her 
first post-strawhat stage appear- 
ance, does a completely captivat- 


ing job in a refreshing manner 
that should bring her to quick 


prominence. Frederick Bradlee, as 
the show-minded son whose read- 
ing scope “prefers VARIETY to 
Blackstone,” is competent in a 
lesser role, and Gordon Richards 
completes the cast as an efficient 
man-servant. 

Writing represents an interesting 
blend of scrivening craftsmanship. 
Where Barry left off and Robert 
Sherwood takes over in this re- 
vised version of the Barry original, 
is difficult to determine. In any 
event, there is considerable depth 
to many of the lines, and thoughts ° 
have been dove-tailed to produce 
an overall smooth flow of. story 
content. 

De Liagre’s staging has carried 
the script from scenes of pin-drop- 


| ping silence, through a diversifica- 
|tion of charm and simple comedy, 


duction associate, Philip Barry, Jr. At 

Shubert, New Haven, Dec. 13, °50; $3.60 

top. 

\ Bo See ee .. Hugh Reilly 

rrr renee Gordon Richards 

Miranda Bolton ........Margaret Phillips 

Josiah Bolton .......... Clive Brook | 


Thankful Mather..Betsy Von Furstenberg | 


COR TIE: 640-0:68806 0% Frederick Bradlee 

“Threshold” is not only the title 
of this final play by Philip Barry. 
It is also its exact status as re- 
gards its Broadway chances. As of 


its premiere, it stands on the 
brink, facing a moderatély good 
reception or a_ significant one. 


Whether it steps over that thres- 


hold into legit’s Hall of Fame or. 


into oblivion will be determined 
in the two remaining tryout weeks 
available for finding—and fanning 
—the spark that can ignite it into 
a thoroughly worthwhile play. 
Paradoxically, the play’s major 


problem at the moment is that it: 


has no major problem. There is 
no single factor that protrudes 
with marked negation in the over- 
all structure. 
writing, acting and staging all are 
_good—but not quite good enough 
‘for standout acceptance. It is in 
‘the ignition field that further re- 
search must be conducted. 

Play poses a number of inter- 


esting issues. There is the one of | 


| the materially successful man who, 
in middle life, finds that his goal 
has been only an illusion. Another 


severed the bond between himself 
and his children, and learns that 
the procedure has ultimately 


The theme is good; ° 


is that of the parent who has) 


to a very fine dramatic sequence 
in which the central character 
lays bare a searing analysis of his 
own being. 

A handsome library setting gets 
able visual assistance from-—attrac- 
tive apparel. Bone. | 





Heavy Cleve. Squawks 
On ‘Sightless’ Sadler’s 


Cleveland, Dec. 19. 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet Co., rang 
up approximately $40,000 gross in 
its two-night stand at the Civic 
Auditorium last week, but poor 
seating facilities drew _ terrific 
squawks from many of the 17,500 
ballet fans who almost filled the 
hall during the run. 

G. Bernardi, local promoter, got 
most of the blame for installing 
an inadequate rising platform for 
the seats. Although the wooden 
rise cost him a reputed $1,600 in. 
rental, it was so low that patrons 
in highest prized orchestra seats 
couldn’t see the feet of the danc- 
ers. Majority of spectators in 
the first 15 rows had to stand in 
side aisles to get a clear view of 
the dancers. Some_ soreheads 
Started a teapot boxoffice tempest 
by demanding -refunds and caus- 


ing a lobby commotion, in which 


one hot-head tried to swing a hay- 
maker at Bernardi’s chin. He 
missed when the promoter dodged. 

Newspaper critics pointed out 
that for another $1,000, the local 
management could have rented the 
type of platform regularly used for 
seats by Metropolitan Opera Co. | 
on its visits. 


| United Scenic 


|, tomorrow 


\ Michael Sloane. 


Legit Bits 


Richard Whorf will stage the, burley term for chief comic of @ 


N. Y. City Center revival of ‘‘Royal|show ... 


Dennis King will play 


Family,” in which John Emery will | the ship’s captain in “Billy Budd,” 


appear ... There's 
chance that Gary Cooper may 
make his Broadway debut in Hor- 
ton Foote’s “The Chase,” which 
John Haggott and Celeste Holm 
may present next spring ... Mel- 
ville Cooper, an alien member, has 
received Actors Equity permission 
to appear in “Make a Wish,” the 
Preston Sturges-Hugh Martin mu- 


sical edition of Molnar’s ‘Good 
Fairy,”’ in which Nanette Fabray is 
set for the femme lead 


Katharine Cornell will fold her 
production of “Captain Carvallo” 
at the end of the current week’s 
tryout engagement in Cleveland. 
The show reportedly represents a 
$40,000 investment, of which about 
$30,000 will be lost, but the backers 
will be repaid in full .. . Margaret 
Webster is set for the femme lead 
and Herman Shumlin will stage 
Albert H, Rosen’s production of 
“Strange Sanctuary,” C*arlotte 
Hastings’ melodrama whic. was a 
London hit under the title of 
“Bonaventure” . Paul Douglas, 


who clicked on Broadway in 
“Born Yesterday,” will return to 
the stage as Davy Crockett in Ed- 
win Justus Mayer’s “Sunrise in 
My Pocket” as part of the ANTA 
Play Series ... Burgess Meredith, 
who staged “Season in the Sun,” 


will direct the Harold Clurman- 
Walter Fried production of S. N. 
Behrman’s “Let Me Hear the 
Melody,” in which Franchot Tone 
May appear. 

Ann Todd and Leo Genn will 
appear on Broadway next spring 
in a legit edition of Michael Mac- 


Owen's “Seventh Veil,” according | 


to an announcement in London by 
Henry Sherek. Miss Todd played 
the lead in the film of that title, 
in which James Mason scored his 
first popular click The 1951 
season of the 
morial theatre at Stratford-on- 
Avon will open next March 24 
and continue through the follow- 
ing Oct. 27 and will include pro- 
ductions of “Richard II,” ‘Henry 
IV” (Parts 1 and 2), “Henry V” 
and “The Tempest.” Michael 
Redgrave will be a member of the 
company, with Anthony Quayle 
continuing as managing director... 
Paul Vroom, general manager for 
“Affairs of State” and slated to be 
company manager of “Make a 
Wish,” is also general manager for 
Jack Segasture, whose production 
of “Sodom, Tennessee” goes into 
rehearsal Jan. 15 with Robert 
Perry as stager, Lee Kerz de- 
signer, Earl Robinson composing 
the incidental music and Ben 
Washer as pressagent ... The Rob- 
ert L. Joseph-Alexander H. Cohen 
revival of “King Lear,” starring 
Louis Calhern, is financed at $65.,- 
000, plus a $6,500 overcall. Any 
expense beyond $71,500 will be 
supplied by the producers. 

With Wilbur Evans due to be 
production manager and co-star of 
the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Operetta 
this winter, his singer-actress wife 
Susanna Foster will be on the 
Coast with her parents, having a 
baby ... Melvyn Douglas is set 
for a leading part in “Little Blue 
Light,” Edmund Wilson drama 
which the Theatre Guild plans to 
produce in the spring. Hume Cro- 
nyn, who co-starred with Jessica 
Tandy ‘Mrs. Cronyn) in a tryout 
of the play last fall at the Brattle 
theatre, Cambridge, will have an 
interest in the production... 
Robert Fletcher, one of the Brat- 
tle theatre members, who playeda 
principal part in and designed the 
costumes for the recent Theatre 
Guild-Brattle revival of “The Re- 
lapse,” has been admitted into the 
Artists union... 
The council of Actors Equity will 
give its annual Christmas party 
afternoon (Thurs.) for 
the union's office staff... Thomas 


|Hammond’s touring production of 


“Apple of His Eye,” to star Ed- 
ward Arnold, has been capitalized 
at $30,000... 

Joseph Harris is company man- 
ager of “Arms and the Girl,” at the 
Arena, N. Y., succeeding Joe Moss, 
who withdrew to tour with Edward 
Arnold in “Apple of His Eye” 
. . . George White has announced 


from the Coast a new edition of | 


his 
with 
Billy K. Wells and himself, lyrics 
by Caesar and Jack Yellen and a 
composer to be selected .. . Since 
Robert Whitehead has been de- 


“Scandals” for next spring, 


sketches by Irving Caesar, | 


an outside’ the Chandler Cowles 


Shakespeare Me-! 


resentation 
of the Louis O. Cox-R. H. Chapman 
dramatization of the Herman Mel- 
ville novel . . . Ezra Stone may 
stage the Shuberts’ production of 
“The Man Who Corrupted Hadley- 
burg,” the Bernard Evslin adapta- 
tion of a Mark Twain story, which 
was tried out last summer at 
Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa... , 
A special performance, to raise 
funds for the Mary MacArthur Me. 
morial Research Respiratory Cen- 
ter, Wellesley Hills, Mass., will be 
given Jan. 28 by the Professional 
Children’s School, N. Y. Judith 
Anderson is chairman of the com- 
mittee . Catherine Falcone has 
resigned as secretary to Felix M, 
Sommer at Universal's foreign de- 
partment in N. Y. to join the cast 
of Lawrence Schwab Productions, 
for its Music Circus theatre in 
Miami this winter. 

Because she lives in New Hope, 
Pa., press agent’s wife Mrs. Sol 
Jacobson generally does her play- 
going in spurts. Last Wednesday 
(13), she topped herself by visiting 
the Modern Museum, N. Y., before 
lunch; attending the matinee of 
“Ring Round the Moon,” at the 
Martin Beck; the 5:30 performance 
of “Cellar and the Well,” at the 
ANTA Playhouse, and the evening 
performance of “Don Carlo,” at the 
Met Opera House. 

Margo Jones paid a visit last 
week by plane to Frank Lloyd 
Wright, near Phoenix, Ariz, It’s 
presumed she _ conferred’ with 
Wright concerning a new play- 
house which is a possibility for 
Theatre ’50 here. The _ theatre 
would be flexible to accommodate 
both arena staging, as at present, 
and conventional platform staging, 
with seating capacity of 500 to 600. 

Mary Chase is polishing her new 
play, “Mr. Thing” at her Denver 
home, and hies to Broadway short- 
ly to sumbit it to producers. It has 
no connection with her first legit 
hit, ““Harvey“, or With the currently 
popular song and shooting film, 
both titled “The Thing.” 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
which has been grossing around 
$44,000 a week recently, is still 
hitting an operating profit of about 
$10,000 a week ... Next benefit 
performance for the Actors Equity 
and Chorus Equity welfare fund 
will be “Lady's Not for Burning,” 
Jan. 14, with “Season in the Sun” 
slated for Jan. 28 and “Country 
Girl” Feb. 11... Jacquelyn Van 
Natter, production manager of the 
Atlanta opera company, due in 
New York during the holidays to 
cast singers for her company’s 
spring season ... Malcolm Keen, 
currently winding up_ shooting 
with Ethel Barrymore and Maurice 
Evans in Metro's film edition of 


“Kind Lady,” due east next week- 


layed in the casting of Donald Og-_ 


den Stewart's “Kidders,” Harold 
Clurman has withdrawn as director 
of the show and will stage Kermit 
Bloomgarden’s production of the 
new, untitled Lillian Hellman play 
.. » Phil Silvers is announced as 
Star of “Top Banana,” new nusi- 
cal with songs by Johnny Mercer 
and book by Hy Kraft to be pre- 
sented on Broadway in the spring 
by Paula Stone and her husband, 


end to play Capulet in the Olivia 
De Havilland revival of “Romeo 
and Juliet”... Robert Alan Bern- 
stein will stage the Laughing Stock 
Co. revival of Euripides’ “Electra,” 
slated for February presentation 
at the Master Institute, N. Y.... 
Joe Shea has withdrawn as press- 
agent of the American Legion re- 
vue, “Red, White and Blue,” with 
Joe Flynn shifting from “Diamond 
Lil” to succeed him . Theatre 
party agent Lenore Tobin, pub- 
lisher of Stubs, the seating guide 
to Brgadway theatres, is issuing 
replacement diagrams for the Hel- 
linger, N. Y., which recently rear- 
ranged its seating playout. 

Frank Duane Rosengren, of San 
Antonio, has written the book and 
lyrics, for a musical, “The Walls 
Rise Up,” skedded for Theatre ‘50, 
Dailas. Music is by Richard Shan- 
non of Houston. The play will 
start a three-week run at Theatre 
50 March 12. Margo Jones is the 
producer. 


Richard Skinner, just finished 
as company manager for ‘‘The Re- 
lapse,” going out in similar post 
with the Jeanette Macdonald-Gene 
Raymond ‘The Guardsman,” which 
opens in Buffalo Jan. 25 enroute 
to the Coast. 





Lewis, Carter in ‘Consul’ 
For Montreal Guild 


Montreal, Dec. 19. 

Montreal Opera Guild, of which 
Paulina Donalda is prez, is pre- 
senting Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The 
Consul” at His Majesty’s here 
Jan. 9 for a run of 10 days or 
longer. Brenda Lewis, last seen on 
Broadway in “Regina,” will sing 
Magda; Met tenor John Carter will 
be the magician; Lydia Summers, 
the grandmother; Gloria Lane, the 
secretary, and Chester Watson, Mr. 
Kauffner. 

Emil Cooper, ex-Metopera maes- 
tro, will conduct. William Butler 


The title is a, will stage. 
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Roberts’ Shuffles Leads on Tour; 
Fonda Troupe to Close on Coast 


Tod Andrews, who'll be suc- 
ceeded by Henry Fonda as star of 
the second company of Mister 
Roberts,” Jan. 22 in Pittsburgh, 
will take over the same assignment 
with the original edition a week 
jater in Toronto, replacing John 
Forsythe. The latter 1s starring in 
the play at the Alvin, N. Y., and 
eoes on tour with it starting Jan. 
10 in Schenectady. He has no im- 
mediate plans for after his with- 
drawal from the cast. - 

rarry Blyden will taken over the 
+ of Ensign Pulver in the origi- 
| cast next week, succeeding Dick 
Robert Ross has al- 


pa 
na 
Van Patten. 
re< dy 


Doc, and Rustay Lane has suc- 
ceeded William Harrigan as the 
Captain, About 10 additional cast 


changes, all in supporting parts, 
are slated for next week, with co- 


author and director Joshua Logan 
holding intensive rehearsals of the 
troupe in preparation for the tour. 

With Fonda in the title part 


which he created originally on 
Broadway, the second company of 
the Leland Hayward production is 
slated to work toward the Coast, 
winding up about Aug. 1 in Los 
Angeles. One of the expected 
high spots of the tour will be the 
engagement in Omaha, Fonda’s 
home town. The show has never 
plaved there, having been routed 
around it several times in accord 
with the star’s wish to appear there 
himself. 


McLerie, Mitchell Will Do 
‘Rodeo’ for Ballet Theatre 





N.Y. ‘Homecoming’ Show 


| $7,550 in fees ($3,000 to Verneuil | 


Allyn McLerie, last on Broadway 


as lead in “Miss Liberty,” and 
James Mitchell, chief dancer in 
“Brigadoon,” will dance leads in | 
Agnes de Mille’s “Rodeo,” when | 


Ballet Theatre presents the work 
in its N. Y. one-night “homecom- 
ing’ performance :t the Met Opera 
House, Jan. 9. (John Kriza will take 
the third lead.) Troupe has just 
returned from a four-month tour of 
Europe, in which the two dancers 
took part. After the N. Y. perform- 
ance, troupe goes on a three-month 
U. S. tour, opening in Philly Jan. 
10, but duo (who never danced with 
Ballet Theatre in N. Y. before) is 
pulling out, Miss McLerie resuming 
her old lead role in “Where's Char- 
ley?” when it opens in Boston Jan. 
25. 

“Rodeo,” which served as basis 
for the dances in “Oklahoma,” has 
been in the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo repertoire for many seasons. 
Miss de Mille took it from Ballet 
Russe last summer, and gave it to 
Ballet Theatre for its repertoire. 
Latter company has never done 
“Rodeo” in the U. S. before. 


In addition to “Rodeo,” the Jan. 9 
fala Met performance will also in- 
clude “Theme and Variations,” with 
Mary Ellen Moylan and Igor You- 
skevitch; “The Black Swan” pas de 
deux, with Alicia Alonso and You- 
skevitch, and “Fall River Legend,” 
With Nora Kaye, Lucia Chase, Ruth 
Ann Koesun and Mitchell. Top will 
be $6. Miss Moylan has never ap- 
peared with the company here be- 
fore. Miss Alonso is returning to 
N. Y. after several! seasons’ absence, 
during which she had her own com- 
pany in her native Cuba. Alexander 
Smallens, ex-Radio City Music Hall 
maestro, Who went to Europe with 


Ballet Theatre as musical director, | 


hare be conductor for the N. Y. 
date, 





Texas Circuit Squawk On 


‘Like’ Bypass May Pay Off. 


Dallas, Dec. 19. 


R. J. O'Donnell, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of the Interstate The- 
aire Circuit, has squawked to the 
N. Y. Theatre Guild for sending 
Katharine Hepburn’s “As You Like 
It as near as Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City, without dropping down to 
Interstate territory. 

The Guild now says it may be 
able to work it out after the Coast 
dates, which should bring the show 
here in mid-spring. 

Interstate has booked Les Ballets 
ce Paris for the Melba March 2-3, 
“nd road season looks good. “The 
Apple of His Eye,” with Edward 
Arnold, is set for Feb. 5-6, with 
Mr. Roberts” inked for March 15- 
= Previously announced is Mae 
‘est in “Diamond Lil” Feb, 13-14. 
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replaced Paul Stewart as_ 


'Boxoffice Men Re-Elect 


Type Casting? 

George S. Kaufman and Abe 
Burrows, respective stager and 
co-librettist of “Guys and 
Dolls” (46th Street, N. Y.), 
have promised to play “run- 
ons” in the show at some per- 
formance soon. 

Stunt would be for Kaufman 
and Burrows to join the collec- 
tion of tinhorns and mobsters 





Entire Officer Slate 


| Entire officer slate of the Treas- | 
‘urers Club of America was re- 
elected Saturday night (16) at the | 





boxoffice men’s organization’s an-. 


nual meeting and election, at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y. They include 
Arthur W. Wright, president; 
Hugh J. McGauley, vice-prez; Frank | 
Frayer, treasurer; Herman Leins, 
recording secretary; Murray Lang, 
financial secretary, and Edward E. 
Colton, attorney. 

Newly elected to the board of 
governors, to serve two years, were 
John F. McPartland, Louis 
| Berge, Abe Baranoff, Charles P. 
Murphy, John L. Wallum and 
Ralph W. Long. Incumbent gov- 
ernors, whose terms have another 
; year to run, are Walter O’Connor, 
}Irving Morrison, George Handy, 
James Vincent and Harry Lee. 





346 Weekly Gain 


“Affairs of State,” Louis Verneuil 
comedy which has just repaid its 


$50,000 investment, is earning an 
operating profit of about $5,500 a 
week at the Music Box, N. Y., on 
| its capacity grosses of approximate- 
ily $26,500. The Richard Krakeur- 
|Fred Finklehoffe production cost 
| $38,965, plus a tryout loss of $1,108 
' and bonds of $11,350. 


Production expenses 





included 


/as director, $2,500 to John Haggott 
as production supervisor, $1,000 to 
scene and costume designer Paul 
Morrison, $750 legal, $300 account- 
' ing), $4,072 in salaries, $5.758 for 


scenery ($4,233 building and paint- | 


ing, $1,122 scrim drop and drapes), 
$1,307 electrical expense, $1,815 
property department expense, $3,- 


751 wardrobe, $1,163 hauling and | 


'transfer, $6,317 advertising and 
| publicity, $1,421 rehearsal and $5,- 
812 general and administrative. 


Operating costs include 30° the- 
'atre rental, an average of about 
' $6,600 for the cast of six, minimum 

author royalties (5-7!2-10¢7), no di- 
‘rector royalty, 1% production su- 
pervisor royalty, $290 for depart- 


/ment heads, about $200 for com- | 


pany stagehands, $725 for man- 


agers, stage managers and press- | 


'agent, and around $1,000 share of 
‘advertising and $250 office expense. 
_Company operating expense ‘exclu- 
sive of theatre rental) has been 
averaging about $13,000. 


Fay’s Please’ Foldo 
Involved 83G Nick 


“If You Please,” Frank Fay re- 
‘vue which folded recently in San 
'Francisco while trying out for 
| Broadway, involved a loss of about 





$83,000, including $58,000 produc- | 
tion expense, $18,000 tryout loss | 


and $7,000 closing expense. 


Fay, who produced, authored, di- 
rected and starred in the show, re- 
portedly put up $60,000 of the coin, 
the balance being supplied by three 
non-show biz friends in New York. 





Riggs Doing Drama Stint 


For Western Reserve U. 
Cleveland, Dec. 19. 
Lynn Riggs, author of “Green 


lyric drama, titled I 
Western Sky,” under a commis- 
sion from Cleveland's Western Re- 
serve U., which will stage the play 
next June as part of its 125th an- 
niversary program. 





Although the drama deals with 
' colonial history of the Western Re- | 


‘serve territory here and the uni- 


versity, from 1825 to 1951, the | 
'playwright said the subject mat-_ 


ter will have “universal appeal.” 


| poser and dance director haven't | 
been appointed yet. Cast of 50-odd | 
roles will be filled by Reserve's | 
drama_ students, gradutes and | 
guest-stars, with Nadine Miles di- | 
recting. Riggs expects to have | 





latest. 


| 


A, | 


State 50G Repaid; 


‘Grow the Lilacs,” is writing a new 
“Toward the. 


Original music and choreography | 
are to be designed for it, but com- | 


script finished by February at i 


scramming the  Save-a-Soul 
mission after using it for their 
floating crap game, at the Act 
1 curtain, 








Strawhat Operation Woes 
Show Up in Chicago Suit 
For Chevy Chase Splitup 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Suit filed here in Chi superior 
court last week by Phil Tyrell, 
theatrical booker and partner in 
the Chevy Chase summer theatre, 
which asked for a dissolution of 
the partnership, brought out some 
significant facts on summer stock 
operation. Suit charges that pro- 
;ducer Marshall Migatz allegedly 
| withheld $50,000 in net profits from 
ithe 17-week season, which had a 
| $100,000 gross. It asks for an ac- 
|;counting and examination of the 


, books. 
Migatz told Variety that instead 


of a profit, there was an $8,000 loss 
for the season, including his own 
,money. One of the greatest loss 
| items was the matter of transporta- 
tion, with stars getting over $5,400 
in fares for themselves and rest 
of packages. He said that he would 


not use packages again, due to ex- | 
cessive transportation. Out of the . 
$100,000 gross, $22,000 went for | 
rent to William Johnson, owner of | 


the strawhat building, in addition 
to $4,000 spent in seating and re- 
| modeling. In the second week of 
|“Happy Birthday,” with Imogene 
Coca (the biggest grosser, which 
hit $10,000) Johnson, on percent- 
age got $1,000 more than the star, 
who rated $1,400. 

Migatz said that it was through 
Johnson that Tyrell was taken in 
as a limited partner with a third 
share. He claimed that the action 
was brought on due to Tyrell’s 
wish to operate his own house. 


Producer said that his lowest 
weekly operating cost was $4,000. 


It ran to as much as $9,000 with | 


Burgess Meredith in “Harvey,” sec- 
ond biggest grosser. Newspaper 
ads ranked heavy in expenditures, 
with $10,000 in daily ads alone. 


Collecting GBS’ Obits 


London, 





Editor, VARIETY: 


When I sent to Lady Astor, with 
my VARIETY obituary of Bernard 
Shaw, the Medical World’s appre- 
ciation, which was headed “Good- 
_ bye, Old Enemy,” I advised her te 
| collect, in the interests of posterity, 
all the obituaries she could. 


|. “If you could assemble, say, the 

comments of the Vegetarian News 
on his nut-eating, the complaints of 
the Hairdresser’s Journal that he 
never patronized a shaving saloon, 
‘and the opinion of the Tailor & 
Cutter on his cycling breeches,” I 
wrote, “it would make a most in- 
teresting book. 


“You know he has a first cousin, 
'Mrs. Judy Musters, who is alive,” 
Nancy Astor replied. “She is col- 
lecting the obituaries, as many as 
she can get. In fact, we are doing 
it together.” 

| Now, to help, will the American 
‘dramatic editors, all of whom read 
VaRIETY, send what they wrote, 
with any strange obituaries they 
‘came across, to Lady Astor? Het 
address is The Hoe, Plymouth, 
_ England. 


Hannen Swaffer. 





Lily Pons 
enters a plea for 
Better U. S. Concert 
Facilities 
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In the 
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Out Soon 
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Friml-Paskman’s Musical 
Of ‘My Dear Children’ 


Carl Brisson is a possibility to 
do the John Barrymore role in 
the musicalization of “My Dear 
Children,” by Catherin Turney and 
Jerry Horwin, which Rudolf Friml 
will score. Dailey Paskman is do- 
ing the libretto adaptation, includ- 
ing the lyrics. The Shuberts, 
Aldrich & Myers and Jean Dal- 
rymple have been alternately men- 
tioned in connection with ‘the pro- 
duction. 

Horwin, now story editor for the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, has 
had Miss Turney east on several 
writing assignments (for “Studio 
One” and other CBS-TV shows), 
and also huddling on the musical 
i version. Miss Turney left yesterday 
(Tues.) for Hollywood but returns 
'east after the holidays. 


Storm Refund Nix 
| Upheld by Court 


| Unusual ticket refund demand, 

which might have set a_ costly 
'precedent for legit shows, was 
‘tossed out last week in N. Y. small 
‘claims court. The repayment bid 
involved eight $2.40 tickets for 
“Mister Roberts” for the night of 
the hurricane, Nov. 25, which the 
i holder was unable to attend. Plain- 
| tiff had refused an offer by Warren 
,O’Hara, house manager of the 
| Alvin, N. Y., to exchange the eight 
iseats for any subsequent future 
| performance of the show. 


When he received a summons in 
the case, several days after turn- 
‘ing down the refund demand, 
O’Hara notified Herman Bernstein, 
general manager of the theatre and 
for Leland Hayward, “Roberts” 
producer. Both recognized that 
,such a plea, if upheld by the court, 
might establish a precedent by 
which anyone “unable” to attend 
a performance for which he held 








tickets might have the right to 
‘refunds. Such a situation might 
have chaotic consequences for 


‘shows with large advance sales. 

| Bernstein and O'Hara took the 
'matter to James F. Reilly, execu- 
itive director of the League of 
N. Y. Theatres, who arranged for 
last week’s hearing in small claims 


‘court, accompanied by Milton Weir, | 


‘League attorney. At the hearing, 
‘when the court had heard both 
. Sides, the case was heaved out and 
the plaintiff was advised to accept 
the theatre's offer of eight seats 
for future show, 

| Outside court, after the hearing, 
O’Hara repeated his offer to ex- 
change the tickets, agreeing to 
‘spread the eight seats over several 
different performances if that 
would be more convenient to the 
various patrons involved. However, 
the bid has not been accepted thus 
far, although ‘‘Roberts” is sched- 
,uled to close Jan. 6, after two more 
| weeks. 





206 in Till on 51 L’ ville 
Al Fresco; ’50 Red $2,600 


Louisville, Dee. 19. 
Louisvilke Park Theatrical Assn., 


/producer of summer musicals at. 


Iroquois Amphitheatre, reports that 
$20,000 in advance season ticket 
reservations has been received for 
‘next season’s summer productions, 
|largest advance ever at such an 
‘early date. 

| Season will open with a 10-day 
run of “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
July 6, and close with the final 
performance of a Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein Musical Festival Aug. 19. As- 
sociation had its first loss in sev- 
. eral years in the 1950 season. Sum- 
/mer operetta producers went in 
‘the red for a small $2,600. 


New Mitropoulos Pact 


Dimitri Mitropoulos, who had a 
/one-year contract with the N. Y. 
|Philharmonic-Symphony as_ con- 
‘ductor this season, has been re- 
| pacted for two years, and given the 
title and office of music director as 
| well. 
regular conductor, previous season 
being shared as co-conductor with 
Leopold Stokowski. 








| bution system, 


This year was his first as. 


League Okays Ticket Proposals, 
But Shubert Balks on House Seats 


+ 


Clarification of the ticket distri- 

as it applies to 
brokers, party agents and subscrip- 
tion organization, came a_e step 
nearer yesterday afternoon (Tues.), 
with approval by the League of 

N. Y. Theatres board of governors 
of several recommendations of the 
Committee of Theatrical Producers. 
The acceptance, subject to ratifica- 
tion by the League membership, 
next goes to the Ticket Code Au- 
thority, in which the League, Ac- 
tors Equity and the brokers are 
represented. 

Lee Shubert, whose acceptance 
would be essential to general appli- 
cation of the proposals, since he 
and his brother, J. J. Shubert, con- 
trol approximately half of the avail- 
able legit theatres in New York, re- 
portedly okayed the portions of 
the CTP plan relating to allocations 
to brokers, party agents and sub- 
scription groups. But, he refused 
to go along with = recommended 
reduction of “house seats” and a 
compulsory arbitration clause. Un- 
less the CTP succeeds in having its 
suggested revisions incorporation 
in theatre booking contracts, the 
entire setup would be on a volun- 
tary basis. 

Accepted unanimously» by the 
League board were the following 
principal proposals: In advance of 
a show’s opening the allocation of 
75% of a show’s tickets, to mail or- 
ders, party agents, subscription or- 
ganizations and the boxoffice; after 
the opening, 50% of the tickets to 
the brokers and the rest to the 
boxoffice; however, bona fide or- 
ders could be filled by the brokers 
prior to the opening. The CTP 
recommendation nixed by Shubert 
would limit the number of ‘house 
seats” for a straight play to 24 and 
for a musical to 48, to be divided 
two-io-one between the producer 
and theatre owner (in some cases 
more than 100 “house seats’ per 
performance are now held out). 


The arbitration proposal turned 
down by Shubert would apply to 
disputes between producers and 
theatreowners over ‘“‘mutual” con- 
trol of tickets. Both recommenda- 
tions were passed over his opposi- 
tion. 


A proposal by the brokers, that 
the League endorse their applica- 
tion to Albany for an increase in 
the ticket markup fee from 75c to 
$1 ‘excluding federal tax) was 
voted down. That means the 
League will take no action on the 
brokers’ bid one way or the other, 
but one League border member re- 
portedly declared he would per- 
_sonally fight it. 





| B’way Share on London 
Non-Comm’l Shows Must 
Go Into Regular Kitty 


London, Dec. 19. 


| The London managements’ share 
,of the profits from the Broadway 
engagements or possible film sales 
of “Cocktail Party” or “Lady’s Not 
for Burning” must go into the 

regular production pool, the same 
'as the net from any other show 
| presented in association with the 
British Arts Council. Thus, the 
success of the two plays in the 
| U. S. will be used for future West 
| End productions. 

That was explained last week by 
Hugh Beaumont, production head 
of H. M. Tennent, Ltd., top British 
‘legit producing firm, and its Arts 
Council affiliate, Tennent Produc- 
tions, Ltd. Since ‘“Lady’s” was 
| presented here by Tennent Pro- 
_ductions, in association with the 
|Arts Council, it was a non-com- 
| mercial venture, and its profits go 
,into the fund for future shows. 
| Same applies to Tennent’s share of 
; the returns from the Broadway 
paren or from a possible film 
' sale. 

However, the American manage- 
|}ments’ (John C. Wilson and the 
Freeney Guild) share of the re- 
turns from the U. S. production 
| go to them in the usual manner. 
|Same applies to Gilbert Miller’s 
| Slice of the net from the Amer- 
ican production of “Cocktail 
|Party.” in which he is partnered 
‘with Henry Sherek. The latter’s 
‘take will go into his own non-profit 
production pool, as he presented 
_the comédy unger his Sherek Play- 
me setup, in association with the 








Arts Council. 
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Plays Abroad 


Lace On Her Petticoat | 


London, Dec. 15. 


Rea, E. P. Clift. Roy Limbert pro- 
pe, F of comedy in three acts by Aimee 
Stuart. Directed by Willard Stoker. At 
Ambassadors, London, Dec. 14, °50. 

Mrs. Colquohoun ... Jean Stuart 
Mrs. Oliphant : Muriel Aked 
Elspeth McNairn Eleanor Macready 
Alexandra Carmichael... Perlita Neilson 
Faith McNairn Sophie Stewart 
Hamis Colquohoun Ellis Irving 





McDougal David Keir 
Another simple Scottish comedy 
by popular dramatist Aimee Stuart 


provides slight, but charming en- 
tertainment that disarms criticism. 


Its poor - little - rich - girl theme 
arouses sympathy and interest by 
the sincere method of its presen- 
tation but is of purely local inter- 
est Should do well in this intl- 
mote theatre 

A Victorian air of class-con- 
sciousness permeates this moving 
little period story’ of a humbly, 
born schoolgirl sought in friend- | 
ship by the lonely laird’s ed 
ter in the castle. Their happy as-| 
sociation is made possible by the | 
aristocrats’ absence abroad andj 
the dragon of a German governess 
being quarantined with measles. 
The younger girl, daughter of a 


prosperous milliner, 1s eagerly 
preparing to attend the other one’s 
birthday party when it turns out 
the invitation was faked by the 
lonely child and repudiated by her 
returning parents. Distraught at 
the cruel disappointment of her 
end due to her own perfidy, the 
youngster dashes out to end her 
troubles in the millstream. but is 
duly rescued and smuggled back 
to the castle. 

There is a love story maturing 
slowiy between the widowed mil- 
liner and a hot headed malcontent 
who is always losing his job. She 
has declined to join him in his con- 
templated migration to Canada, 
but her daughter’s unhappy ex- 
perience makes her agree to the 
proposal. 

Sophie Stewart makes a comely, 
understanding mother while Ellis 
Irving is a virile, likeable suitor. 
The two young girls are delight- 
fully played by teenagers Eleanor 
Macready and Perlita Neilson, 
making their London debuts. Each 
gives a fresh individually contrast- 
ed characterization. Muriel Aked., 
back on the stage after 10 years of 
screen work, makes a welcome re- 


ri 


turn as an acidly philosophical 

grandmother. Piece is smoothly 

directed by Willard Stoker. 
Clem. 





Blue for a Boy 


London, Dec. 1. 
Emile Littler’s production of musical, 
adapted by Austin Melford from the farce, 
“It’s a Boy.” Directed by Austin Melford. 


Music by Harry Parr Davies; lyrics by | 
Harold Purcell. At His Majesty’s theatre, 
London. 

Sen BOUEO 6. ci cecesss Austin Melford 
Dickie Skippett........... Richard Hearne 
Fred Piper s4deeus es Fred Emney 
AUNia GENE... ssece eeee Eve Lister 


Mary Leake ..... 
Emily Bompard ..,.......Bertha Belmore 
Hercule Bompard.......... Charles Stone 
i Perret . Aud Johansen 


On the accepted assumption that 
the British public likes the old fa- 
vorites best, 
gambled on the popularity of the 
pre-war type of farce, embellished 
one with some tuneful melodies and 
submitted it in musical form. This 
production, based on “It’s a Boy,” 
depends, as did the original, on the 
joint drawing power of two comedi- 
ans, Fred Emney and Richard 
Hearne, in the roles created by 
Leslie Henson and Sydney Howard 
20 years ago. Today the play is 
even more dependent on the two 
stalwarts who have really only one 
humorous scene to bolster up the 


Sagging, incredible story. The tick- P 
agencies registered their con-| 
fidence in the show's possibilities | 


et 


as a Christmas attraction to the 











Emile Littler has | 
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tune of $84,000, so its chances are 
about even. 

The involved story concerns a 
middle-aged man celebrating his 
first wedding anni with his young 
wife in Deauville. He is cagey 
about an earlier marriage which he 
contracted when a boy with a much 
older woman. 

Ably supporting the two chief 
comedians are author Austin Mel- 
ford, as the harassed husband; Eve 
Lister, charming and appealing as 
the real novelist, and Bertha Bel- 
more as the mother-in-law. Her- 
mene French makes the most of 
her limited opportunities as the 
voung wife and Aud Johansen is 
decorative as an amorous maidser- 
vant. 

Harry Parr Davies’ music makes 
a lilting background, but provides 
little to stay in the memory. Show 
is lavishly mounted and competent- 
ly directed. Clem. 


Frankie Und Die 
Hochzeit 
(Member of the Wedding) 
Vienna, Nov. 28. 
Akademie Theatre presentation of 


drama in three acts by Carson McCull- 
ers. Translated into German by Martha 


Herzog. Staged by Berthold Viertel. Set 
by Gustav Manker. Incidental music by 
Alexander Steinbrecher. At Akademie, 
Vienna. 

William Addams......Alfred Neugebauer 
jy rrr er rr si Johanna Matz 
Jarvis WerTerTit Ter ery Werner Kreindl 
Janice Wrreveer et ee Hilda Mikulicz 
Me. WOGEs «cede ee bub oaead Maria Kramer 
John Henry = ..Peter Dux 
Berenice Sadie Brown.,.... Maria Eis 
Sis Laura + Lily Karoly 
T. T. Williams . Otto Schmoele 


Honey Damden Michael Janisch 


Brown 
Helen Fletcher Jenny Lattermann 
Rae ee err E. Albrechtshofer 
Barney McKean Gerhart Senft 
This American hit failed to 


impress the Viennese in its Euro- 
pean premiere here. Some critics 
called the production an artistic 
success, but the majority were un- 
impressed. The play did not flop; it 
was not really given a chance, the 
roles of Frankie and the Negro 
being badly miscast. 

The German-language 
does not have Negro actors, and 
the German language itself has 
no equivalent for the Negro dia- 
lect. So it probably would be 
impossible for any actress here to 
put across the role of a Berenice 
Sadie Brown. Maria Eis, playing 
the role in a cultivated Buehnen- 
deutsch (stage German), sounded 
more like a figure in an English 


theatre 


play of manners than the Negro. 


/mammy. 

| The director took an 18-year- 
| old drama student out of the sec- 
| ond-year class of the Reinhardt 
Seminar to play the role of the 
12-year-old Frankie. She was both 


too young in experience and too, 


old in age for the role. 


in the role of the boy, John Henry. 
_ Gustav Manker’s excellent set- 
ting caught the spirit of the play 
if the remainder of the production 
did not. Barn. 





Maitre Apres Dieu 
{Second Only to God) 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
Jean Mercure and Andre Certes pro- 
duction of drama in three acts by Jan de 
Hartog. French adaptation by Jean Mer- 
cure. Setting by Douking. Directed by 
| Jean Mercure. At Gaite Montparnasse, 
Paris. 
Dr. Richters 
Henky ass 
Bes WIMOMNOO. « cccccecoces 
Hruguanian Police... 
Meyer 
Kuiper 


...Raymond Ravynal 
...Rene Maze 
Mare Vanclair 
Jean Rognoni 
....Eugene’ Frouhins 
..Jean Roger Caussimon 


i SAE: 5 ¢6acd0e0a0000 Jean Ayme 
re repre Tr Jean Mercure 
POVOIBOD . 6.553.000000000600% Henri Lesieur 
Bruinsma sscccccccesesss-.. Paul Bonifas 
First Emigrant.....,....Francois Nithart 
Second Emigrant...... re ...». K. Selby 

| American Captain........ Philippe Auriol 
Dutch Captain.......... Bernard Veron 
MN +s enxd COC Rds «....Lucien Blondeau 





Jan de Hartog’s powerful play, 
seen on Broadway two years ago 
as “Skipper Next to God,” at once 
brings to mind the tragic odessey 
of the ill-fated “Exodus” and its 
cargo of refugees that sailed from 
port to port only to be refused 
asylum, although the author main- 
tains it was written before that 
event took place. However, Hartog 
has vividly pictured the moral cour- 
age of the captain of a ship en- 
trusted with the lives of over a 
hundred Jewish refugees from the 
Nazi regime. 

The play is magnificently acted 
by a fine group of actors, all giv- 
ing the impression of living their 
roles. Douking’s setting of a ship’s 
cabin is superb, and the sound ef- 
fects of the running motors and the 
final scuttling are excellently han- 
dled. But it is the play itself that 
hoids the spectator spellbound 
trom start to finish. Fred. 





Soprano Jennie Toure! will do a 
bicycle stunt in N. Y. Jan. 8, sing- 
ing with the Little Orchestra Soci- 
ety at Town Hall, then rushing to 
the Waldorf to be soloist with the 
Israel Philharmonic under Leon- 
ard Bernstein, | 


Cherokee Drama Proves 
Financial Bonanza To 


Greensboro, N. C., Dec. 19. 





,/ment and kept 
| tourist establishments filied to ca- | 


The Cherokee Indians of the 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


e e | Arnold Auerbach’s 10% royalty cut on the Decca album of “Bless 
North Carolina Indians You All” (songs by Harold Rome) breaks the ice for librettists who 


‘lect 100%. 


often resented being shut out on the ASCAP, recording and kindred 
by-product income which the musicomedy songwriters invariably col- 
It’s not applicable to Rodgers & Hammerstein, since Ham- 


Western North Carolina mountains | merstein, 2d., also usually collaborates on the book, in addition to writ- 


are realizing a tidy income from | ing the lyrics, but in shows of the Irving Berlin and Cole Porter stripe, 
| the tragic pages of their past. The 


re-creation of the Cherokee strug- 
gle for freedom through the me- 
dium of Kermit Hunter’s successful 
drama, “Unto These Hills,” bene- 
fited them to the tune of between 
$500,000 and $1,000,000 this year. 

Drawing more than 107,000 per- 
sons to the tiny village of Chero- 
kee during the months of July and 
August, the drama brought new 
revenue to hundreds of Cherokee 
craftsmen, opened up new employ- 
motor courts and 


| pacity. 


|Harry Davis, 


|. The only really outstanding per- | 
formance was given by Peter Dux 


An audit of the Cherokeé His- 
torical Assn.’s books has now dis- 
closed that the Cherokee realized 


directly more than $50,000 from 
the drama project through con- 
struction payrolls and jobs con- 


nected with the two-month produc- 
tion. 

The books showed that 114 In- 
dians who were on the production’s 


payroll drew more than $20,000 in. 


salaries. In addition, the Chero- 
kee Historial Assn. paid out $25,- 
000 to Indian workmen who con- 
structed Mountainside theatre. 
The association gave $2,000 in cash 
prizes for the best agricultural ex- 
hibits, and the winners turned over 
their awards for the purchase of 
recreational equipment for the vari- 
ous Indian schools on the reserva- 
tion. An additional $3,000 will be 
paid out this fall to Cherokee work- 
men for construction work at the 
theatre. 

Drama will open its second sea- 
son June 23, ’51, and will run six 
nights weekly, Tuesday through 
Sunday, until Labor Day. Producer 
of the U. of North 
Carolina, said minor revision of the 
play would be made. Plans also 
call for enlarging the cast, which 
was stretched thin numerically last 
season and necessitated consider- 
able doubling-in-brass. On Davis’ 
recommendation, Jack Frederick 
Kilpatrick, the Cherokee Indian 
who composed the music for the 
drama, has been engaged to revise 
the score for the play. 





College Play 








Children of the Ladybug 
(YALE DRAMA DEPT.) 


New Haven, Dec. 12. 


Yale Drama Dept. production of dra- 
ma in two acts (five scenes) by Robert 
Thom. Directed by James Light; setting, 
George Corrin; lighting, Charles Levy; 


costumes, Pat Campbell. At Yale U. the- 
atre, Dec. 12, °50. 

Cast: Robert Barr, Sue Ann Young, 
Elbert Smith, Sylvia Stockdale, Edward 
W. Hastings, Michael Onofrio, Walter 


| Boughton, Dorothy Pierson. 


This second major production of 
the Yale Drama Dept., will, in all 
probability, never get beyond the 
confines of Eli’s University theatre, 
but it does serve as an excellent 
showease for some fine writing, 
acting, and staging. This, in the 
last analysis, is the primary pur- 
pose of these workshop produc- 
tions. Whether or 
ticular work can be regarded as 
entertainment, depends entirely on 
the amount of mental cooperation 
an audience is willing to con- 
tribute. 

In any case, while it is true that 
commercial successes have been 
spawned at Yale, a more important 
factor to be considered is whether 
or not these productions provide 
the proper outlet for which stu- 
dents in the department prepare 
themselves. In the present in- 
stance, it does. 

Written in prose-verse combina- 
tion, script discloses some excel- 
lent wordage that stamps the au- 
thor as a scribbler of promise. An 
extensive vocabulary has been ably 
employed to project pithy phrases 
across the footlights. 

Based on the “Ladybug, Lady- 
bug, fly away home” verse, theme 
points up the tragic outcome when 
a mother fails her offspring. a 
father follows suit, and the chil- 
dren fail each other. It’s pretty 
grim in spots, but it offers oppor- 
tunity for some capable emoting. 

Cast is well chosen, only minor 


drawback being the necessity of 

elderly roles being carried by 

youthful department members. 
James Light, Yale’s newly ap- 


pointed visiting critic in play di- 
recting, has staged with full ap- 
preciation of the poetic values in- 
herent in the script. A skeleton- 
izdem “fisett mfwyp shrdluiatheii 
a clever example of imaginative de- 
Signing, Bone. 


not this par-| 


,the book writers don’t share. 


The “ASCAP plan” of a continuing income is something to which 


|many stage—and film-writers aspire, on the theory that, unlike the 
songsmiths whose works continue collecting byproduct income, once 
a show or a picture is through, nobody knows or cares who wrote the 
| libretto. Friml, Romberg, Kern, Herbert, Lehar, Straus, Hoschna, Ker- 
ker, Hirsch, Luders and kindred composers (and their estates) con- 
tinue collecting performing rights, but to many the names of Rida 
Johnson Young, Harold Atteridge, Harry B. Smith, Dorothy Donnelly, 
Anne Caldwell and the like are known only within the trade as libret- 
tista who collabed with such composers as above named. 

In “Bless You All,” the new revue at the Mark Hellinger theatre 
(N.Y.), Rome did all the songs, hut Auerbach did the sketches. 


Total of 163 people from Broadway legit volunteered for the three 


blood donor sessions held the last two weeks at the Majestic, N. Y., by 


the Red Cross. 


Largest turnout was 23 from “Pardon Our French,” 


while 17 volunteered from the Actors Equity council and staff, 16 from 
“South Pacific,” 11 from “Happy Time,” eight from “Tower Beyond 
Tragedy,” seven each from “Mister Roberts” and “Black Chiffon,” six 
each from “Guys and Dolls” and “Hilda Crane,” five each from “Call 
Me Madam,” “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “‘Kiss Me, Kate,” “Relapse,” 
“Lady’s Not for Burning” and Dramatist’s Guild, four from “Season in 


the Sun,” two each from 


“Peter Pan, 


” 


“Country Girl,” “Member of 


the Wedding” and Chorus Equity, and one each from “Arms and the 


Man,” stagehands, stage managers, scenic artists, producers, Metropol- 
itan Opera, pressagents and managers’ union and ad agencies. 
imately half the volunteers were rejected, 


Approx- 


mostly as underweight. 


Many of the volunteers did not appear until the second or third ses- 
sions, according to instructions from the Red Cross. Another series of 
sessions will be held in about two months, when Dorothy (Mrs. Rich- 
ard) Rodgers, chairman of the Red Cross sub-committee on the enter- 
tainment industry, hopes all shows and organizations will be repre- 


sented. 


Number of w.k. names in the British arts, including several West 
End stage stars, were signers of a letter to the London Times last 
week stating that “we are all profoundly convinced that in no circum- 
stances should our country associate itself with the use of atomie 
weapons against people who have not used them against us, and that, 
without sacrifice of our honor or security, our government should take 
the lead in a new and realistic endeavor to resolve by mutual agree- 
ment the international conflicts which now imperil the peace of the 


world and human civilization 


itself.” 


Signers included actors Leslie 


Banks, Lewis Casson, Roger Livesey, Miles Malleson and Dame Sybil 
Thorndike, composers Arnold Bax and Benjamin Britten, conductor 
Sir Adrian C. Boult, novelists E. M. Forster and Augustus John, and 
dramatists Christopher Fry and Laurence Housman. 


Value of a mailing list composed of names of mail order patrons of a 
previous show was illustrated in the case of last week’s short-lived 


“Let’s Make An Opera.” 


From a list of approximately 10,000 names, 


almost 500 orders were received, involving a total of $4,400 worth of 


tickets. 


The mailing list, belonging to Peter Lawrence, co-producer of 


the audience-participation musical, had been compiled from “Peter 


Pan” ‘mail orders. 
Roger L. Stevens. 
Show-of-the-Month 


Club. Fact 


Lawrence is co-producer of the latter show with 
His partner in the presentation of “Opera” was the 
that 


“Opera,” like “Peter,” had a 


strong juvenile appeal, is figured to have been a factor in the unusually 


large response to the mailing. 





Edward M. M. Warburg, banking house scion, who with Lincoln 
Kirstein laid out $250,000 between them on U. S. ballet enterprises, 
has been appointed general chairman of the United Jewish Appeal’s 


/1951 fund drive, succeeding Henry J. Morgenthau, Jr. 


Warburg quit 


ballet activity a while back, on death of his father, Felix M. Warburg, 
to devote full time to the Warburg philanthropies, which expend over 


$1,000,000 a year. 


Winthrop Palmer donated $150,000—not $40,000—in 1941-42 to Dance 


‘Players. 
$40,000, on dance activities. 


Ballet Associates of America have expended $50,000, not 





‘Bermuda Season Offer 
To Dance Group in N.Y. 


| Trudy Goth, head of N. Y. 
‘Choreographers Workshop, is 


leaving for Bermuda Sunday (24) 


Brattle Sets ‘Methuselah’ 


to survey possibilities for a series | 


of dance recitals on the island 
around Easter time. Project is be- 
|ing fostered by the Bermuda Art 
Assn. of which Cristine F. Diel is 
president. 

Group, picked from Workshop 
personnel, would consist of 12 to 
15 dancers, plus director and tech- 
nical director. Programs would 
include classical ballets, Spanish 
dances and light numbers. Round 
trip transportation, hotel, meals 
and small allowance in English 
pounds would be paid by the Art 
Assn. 


Farrell-Cowles’ ‘Budd’ 


Anthony Brady Farrell will be 
associated with Chandler Cowles in 
presentation of “Billy Budd,” the 
Louis O. Coxe-R. H. Chapman 
dc:amatization of the Herman Mel- 
ville novel. Dennis King will star 
in the drama, which is scheduled 
to open Feb. 5 at the Biltmore. 
N. Y., after a four-performance 
break-in starting Jan. 25 at the 
Shubert, New Hampshire, and a 
week at the Forrest, Philadelphia, 
beginning Jan. 29. 

The production is budgeted at 
$75,000 (including bonds), of which 
Farrell is supplying $5,000. 








_ Arena Stage, the D. C. theatre- 
In-the round, is plugging business 
with a “six plays for the price of 
five” subscription series. It ex- 
pects that the six listed plays will 
run from the beginning of January 
ithrough April. : 


5-Play Shaw Cycle; More 
Tieups With N.Y. Producers 


“Back to Methuselah,” Shaw's 
five-play drama cycle, will be re- 
vived by the Brattle Theatre, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., opening Jan. 16 or 
17. The work will be produced in 


‘two somewhat shortened versions, 


each scheduled for a two-week run. 
The plays will be put into rehearsal 
next Tuesday (26), with Albert 
Marre staging. 

Also slated for production soon 
by the Brattle group are Pirandel- 
lo's “Six Characters in Search of 
an Author,” which may be present- 
ed first in London; a first U. S. 
presentation” of John Webster's 


“White Devil,” a new adaptation of 


Thomas Mann's “Fiorenza” and a 
new play by Edmund Wilson, whese 
“Little Blue Light’ was tried out 
by the same outfit last fall and is 
being readied for Broadway pres- 
entation this season by the Theatre 
Guild. / 

The organization is going ahead 
with plans to star Hermione Gin- 
gold in a revue comprising selected 
material from her three London 
successes, “Sweet and Low.” 
“Sweeter and Lower” and “Sweet- 
est and Lowest.” The idea is to 
try out the show in Cambridge, at 
a production cost of about $60,000, 
and then bripg it to Broadway. 


|Other possibilities on the group's 


agenda are tieaéps with Broadway 
producer Oliver Smith for a trye 
out of “In the Summer House.’ 
by Jane Bowles, and another with 
Ben Boyar for a tryout of “Man- 
dragola,” adapted by Lawrence Hill 


‘from the Somerset Maugham story. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following 


are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 


boxoffice estimates for last week ‘the 29th week of the season) 


> she corresponding week of last season: 


or This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current ......-. ere ee 27 26 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 571 537 
Tatal gross for all current shows last week $590.800 $554,200 
Total ceason’s gross so far by all shows... . $13,334,800 $13,620,100 
‘~amber of new productions so far...... 32 20 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdcor) 

. ber of current touring shows reported. 18 24 
* ‘+a} weeks played so far by all shows.... 496 454 
Total road gross reported last week....... $375,400  $442.500 


Season's total road gross so far 


$11,199,100 $9,641,700 
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Chi Boxoffice in Lift Despite Season; 





| dena 
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Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 18-30) 

“Angel In the Pawnshop” (try- 
out)—Harris, Chi. (18-30) (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Nov. 8, '50). 

“Apple of His Eye”’—Gayety, 
Wash. (25-30). 

“As You Like It”—Russ Aud., 
San Diego (18); Civic Aud., Pasa- 
(19); Aud., Riverside, Cal. 


| (20); Curran, San Francisco (25-30). 


“Blossom Time’—Opera House, 
Bost. (25-30). 
“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Detroit 


| (18-23); Coliseum, Ft. Wayne (25- 
| 26); Parkway, Madison, Wisc. (27); 
| Vocational School, La Crosse, Wisc. 
(28); Aud., St. Paul (29-30). 


“Come Back, Little Sheba”— 


‘Metropolitan, Seattle (19-23); Ly- 


ceum, Minneapolis (26-30), 
“Consul”—Gavety, Wash. (18-23): 


'Shubert, Phila. (25-30). 


“Darkness at Noon” (tryout)— 


Forrest, Phila. (25-30). 


Lunts 236, ‘Lit 116, ‘SP’ $51,300 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
\lihough a bad week in show 
business. Chicago boxoffice got a 
hon + from the Lunts under Thea- 


tre Gulia 


+ 


sponsorship in “I Know | 


Mv Love.” which all the critics 
racked up as & personal triumph 
for the Lunts, disregarding the | 
vehicle, Other hypo, of course, 1S 
“South Pacific.” 

Estimates for This Week , 

“Angel in the Pawnshop, 

Harris ‘6th wk) (1,000; $3.80). 
Weak $8,900 for the pre-Xmas 


«etanZza 

*““Piamond Lil,” Blackstone (13th 
wk! ($4: 1.358). Also hit by the 
holiday shoppers: $11,000. 

“I Know My Love,” Selwyn (ist 
wk $4.40; 1.000). First week 
under Theatre Guild almost 
$23,000 

“South Pacific.” Shubert 
wk $5: 2,100 


fiure with nearly $51,300. 


Salesman’ $74,300, 
World’ 426, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 19. 
“Death of a Salesman” continues 


(5th 





strong in its third week at the 
Colonial and seems set until mid- 
January at least. Only other house 


alight this week is the Plymouth, 
where “Second Threshold” preem- 
ed a two-weeker Monday (18). 
Opening Christmas Day are 
“Where's Charley?” at the Shubert 
and “Blossom Time” at the Opera 
House. Latter is scaled at a popu- 
lar price $2.40. top 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Death of a Salesman,” Colonial 
(2nd week) (1.500; $3.60). Held to 
a nifty $24,300. 


Holding to top 





‘Kate’ $26,400 for Seven 
In Tulsa, Okla. City Split 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 19. 
Christmas shopping proved 


tough opposition last week to 
“Kiss Me, Kate.” The Cole Por- 
ter musical put together only a 


fair $26,400 in seven performances 
Monday-Wednesday (11-13) at the 
Convention Hall, Tulsa, 
Thursday-Saturday (14-16) at the 
Home here. 


Show is playing Little Rock and 
Memphis this week. 


‘LIKE IT’ FINE $30,300 
IN SECOND L.A. WEEK 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 
Legit hit the expected pre-Yule 





slump this week, with only one small 


house alight. Two shows closed 
over the weekend, leaving “Twelfth 
Night’ as the town’s only offering. 
Biz picks up again next week with 
Ballets De Paris and “Horace,” a 
new comedy, rekindling the Bilt- 
more and Las Palmas respectively. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“As You Like It,” Biltmore (2d 
wk) ($4.20; 1.636). Week started 
slowly but built to SRO for final 
four performances, giving it a fine 
$30.300. 

“The Man,” Las Palmas (2d wk) 
($3.60; 388). Finaled Sunday (17) 
after eking out $4.100 in two weeks 
with $1,800 for second stanza. In 
the red. 

“Twelfth Night,” Century (2d 
wk) ($3.60: 380). In the red $2.200 


for first full week, but will hold. 


“Out of This World.” Shubert | 


3rd wk) (1.750: $4.80: 
ends.) Sold out for entire _three- 
week stanza; almost $42.000. 


Sheba’ Fine $18,800 In 
2d San Francisco Week 


San Francisco, Dee. 19. 

og Own is without Jegit until Dec. 
<6. when “As You Like It,” with 
Katharine Hepburn. opens at the 
Liv5-seat Curran. Show will have 
& $4.20 top. 
_ Come Back, Litthe Sheba.” with 
Shirley Booth and Sidney Black- 
mer chalked up a nice $18,800 for 
is second and final stanza at the 
1550-seat Geary, Saturday (16). 


‘Roberts’ $16,000 in Full 
Springfield, Mass., Week 


Springfield. Mass., Dec. 19. 

\pparently not even “Mister 
ah can stretch Springfield 
vate 4 tull-week stand, at least 
Gu ing the Christmas shopping sea- 
ae : he Leland Hayward produc- 
sail (nanaged to collect only a 
ww a in eight performances 
ll ‘eek at the Court Square 

' a one-nighter or 








' normally 
*Pil-week date. 
The Thomas Heggen-Joshua Lo- 


gan hit IS ¢ _n > a ya ; 
this week. it the Empire, Syracuse, 


‘Consul’ 226, D.C. 


a : Washington, Dee. 19. 
am he Consul” racked up a hand- 
i $22,000 for its week here. 





poking sO impressive that it was 
9 nptly booked for a second 
44 aut the Gayety theatre. House 
wen. be dark this pre-Xmas 
"x. until “Consul” was held over. 
“Sard Arnold comes in next 


Monday (25) with a revival of 
Die of His Eve.” 


“Ap- 


$6 week- | 





‘Carvallo’ 1336, Detroit 


Detroit, Dee. 19. 


The first week of a fortnight’s 
presentation of “Brigadoon” did a 
good $18,700 at the Shubert. Kath- 
arine Cornell's “‘Captain Carvallo,” 
however, did not fare so well at 
the Cass. where the gross was a 
weak $13.500. 


! 


and | 





The Cass now is shuttered until | 
New Year's Day, when it will re-- 


open with a week's presentation of 
the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 





‘Nat'l Concert Mgrs. Pick 


Sink for Prez in 1951 


Charles A. Sink, president of the 
University Musical Society of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., has been elected prez 
of the National Assn. of Concert 
Managers for 1951. Other officers 
are Marvin McDonald, Atlanta, and 


Walter A. Fritschy, Kansas City, , 


‘Threshold’ Slim $4,800 


vice-presidemts; J. H. Thuman, Cin- 
cinnati, treasurer: and Julian Ol- 
ney, White Plains, N. Y., secretary. 

Additional directors named were 
Mrs. Zorah B. Berry, Buffalo; 
Julius Bloom, Brooklyn; William 
Beegle, Pittsburgh; Frank An- 
drews, Portland, Ore.: Roland E. 


Chesley, Utica; Mrs. S. B. Everts, | 


Syracuse: A. K. Gee, Winnipeg; 
Patrick Hayes, Washington; Arthur 
Oberfelder, Denver; Aaron Rich- 
mond, Boston; Mrs. Edna W. Saun- 
ders, Houston, and Elmer Wilson, 
Pasadena, 


Stoky to Salzburg ‘51 Fest 
Vienna, Dec. 5. 

Salzburg festival committee 
inked Leopold Stokowski for a 
series of concerts next year. 

As usual, the season will open 
with “Everyman.” Other drgmas 
skedded are “Amphitryon” and 
“As You Like It.” Four operas 
were selected: Mozart's 
meneo” and “Magic Flute,” 





“Tdo- 


| 
| 


j 


“Death of a Salesman”—Coloni- 
al, Bost. (18-30). 


“Diamond Lil”—Blackstone, Chi.| or 76.31. 


(18-30). 

D’Oyly Carte—Shubert, Phila. 
(18-23); Nixon, Pitt. (25-30). 

“Four Twelves Are 48” (tryout) 
—Playhouse, Wilmington (29-30). 

“I Know My Love”’—Selwyn, 
Chi. (18-30). 

“Innocents” — His 
Montreal (18-23): 
dence (25-26): 
Hartford (27-28); 
Haven (29-31). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’”—Robinson Me- 
morial Aud., Little Rock (18-19): 


Majesty’s, 
Victory, Provi- 
Bushnell Aud., 
Shubert, New 





} 
| 


} 
| 


| variation from a long-established 


Aud., Memphis (21-23); State Fair, | 


Dallas (25-30). 
Maurice Schwartz — Walnut, 
Phila. (29-30). 
“Mister Roberts”—Empire,. Syra- 
auee (18-23); Shubert, Detroit (25- 
“Oklahoma”—Uptown, Salt Lake 
City (18-21): Lincoln, 


27): Forum, Wichita (29-30). 
“Red, White and Blue” (tryout) 


‘and the Well,” the last-named pair | $23,200). 


i | . Cheyenne, | 
| Wyoming (23); Aud., Denver (25- 


' slump 
| Broadway last week. All but the 
| solid smashes, 
|stered by heavy advance sales, 
| were affected as business wavered 
| che first half and then sagged ap- 
| ruptly at both performances Satur- 
| day (16). 
| ceipts were as much as $9,000 be-| 


B way Hit in Pre-Xmas Slump But 
Smashes OK; ‘Bless’ $34,600 in 5, 
Tower 116, Guys $40,000, Bell 276. 


The traditional 


finally 


pre-Christmas 


100). Almost $25,900 
caught up with 


week, $26,600). 

“Let’s Make an Opera,” Golden 
(Ist wk) (M-$4.80; 769; $29,000). 
' Opened Wednesday night (13) to 
two favorable notices (Chapman, 
Hawkins) and six pans (Atkinson, 
Barnes, Coleman, McClain, Pollock, 
| Watts); first seven performances 
registered $11,000, including $1,800 
for two previews; closed Saturday 


(previous 


which were bol- 





In some instances, re- 


low the previous week’s take. 


The total gross for all 27 shows (night (16), at a loss of about 

ra or 70.05° of ca- | $75,000. 
pacity. The previous week’s | « , ” a 
total for 24 shows was $589,400, | i.¢ "laut “nite (Sa BO.” 1.082, 
| $24,196). Reached $10,000 (previ- 


Ry neem re that conditions | onus week, $13,000). 

will improve this week, repeating ‘& ” 4 

the pattern of last season. If this | “i thee | aa 
actually occurs it will again be a| Nearly $11,000 (previous. week, 
| $13,900). 


boxoffice trend, which has nor- “Barden Our French?’ Broaéd- 


mally been downward _ right 
through Chirstmas Eve. As always, | Way (11th wk) (R-$6; 1,900; $55,- 
business is due to skyrocket on the | 800). _ Tipped $18,600 (previous 
Christmas-New Year week, drop | week, $24,300); laying off this week. 
precipitously the first week in| “Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
January, then recover and hold a | (24th wk) ‘(R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677). 


strong pace through Washington’s | Nearly $28,300 (previous week, 
Birthday. | $37,700). 

There were four closings last} “Peter Pan,” St. James (34th 
week, “Golden State,” “Relapse,” | wk) (M-$4.80; 1,571; $34,500). 
““Let’s Make an Opera” and “Cellar About $20,500 (previous week, 


having just opened. The week’s “Relapse,” Morosco (4th wk) (C- 
third opening, “Bless You All,” re- | $4.80; 914; $24,300). Nearly $16,- 
ceived diverse notices and its b.o.|700 (previous week, $14,400); 


| prospects are not yet clearly in-| closed Saturday night (16) after 


—Music Hall, Detroit (25-28); Aud., | 


Grand Rapids (29-30) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Oct. 11, 50). 

“Rose Tattoo ‘tryout)—Erlanger, 
Chi. (29-30). 

“Second Threshold” 
Plymouth, Bost. (18-30) (Reviewed 
in VARIETY this week). 

“South Pacifie’—Shubert, 
(18-30). 


| 


(tryout)— | CD (Comedy-Drama), R 


Chi. | 
“Streetcar Named Desire’—Roy- of seats and capacity gross. Price | 


al Alexandra, Toronto (18-23); Er- | imcludes 20% amusement tax, but | 
langer, Buffalo (25-27); Strand, El- grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 


dicated. ; . 30 performances, at a loss of about 
ie 7 oe a roe open- | $75,000. 

ing, “Out o is World,’ and thus|  « ” 

far only one scheduled closing, the | mn. 3 worry — on kes oo 


limited-engagement “.T ower) 3 ‘ 
Beyond Tragedy.” $94,000) $21,000 (previous week, 
Estimates for Last Week “Season in the Sun,” Cort (12th 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,967). Near- 
(Revue), | ly $23,000 (previous week, $23,600). 
M (Musical), O (Opera), Me ‘rot Majestic ye 
Other parenthetic figures refer, | Wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). As al- 
= ; | ways, all the house will hold, over 

respectively, to top price, number | e54 800; laying off this week. 

“Tower Beyond Tragedy,” ANTA 
Playhouse (3d wk) (D-$4.80; 924; 
| $23,167). Almost $11,000 (previous 


mira (28); Aud., Rochester (29-30), | tax. 
“Where's Charley?” — Shubert, | 


Bost, (25-30). | (13th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,484). 





| Almost $26,500 (previous week, 
| $26,400). 
|} ances, with party commissions | 


holding the gross a shade under 
| $26,500 (previous week, $26,400). 


| 


DOyly $2340 & a 
As Philly Lone bt (5th wk) (C-$4.80): 1,066; | 


$28,060). Topped capacity, but. 
theatre party commissions limited | 
; the gross to $27,500 (previous 


: | week, $15,000); closing Friday night 
“Affairs of State,” Music Box) 


(22). 
Stock 


“Arms and the Man,” Arena 


Standees at all perform- | (9th wk) (C-$3; 500; $10,600). About 


$3,800 (previous week, $4,100). 
Opening 
“Out of This World,” Century 
(M-$6; 1,645; $49,000). Musical 
comedy with score by Cole Porter, 
book by Dwight Taylor and Regi- 


'nald Lawrence, presented by Saint 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 


} 
{ 


Legit bookings are beginning to | 


pick up to a dgeree, but prospects 


‘Brigadoon’ Okay $18,700, 


for the first of the new year are 
by no means overly bright. 

On Xmas night (25), the Shu- 
bert gets “The Consul,’ a return 
two weeks’ booking for this dra- 


matic musical which preemed at. 


the same house last winter. Tues- 
day (26), the Forrest will re-light 
after two dark weeks with the 
world preem of Sidney Kingsley’s 
“Darkness at Noon” starring 
Claude Rains. 
Estimate for Last Week 
D'Oyly Carte Co., Shubert 
wk) (1,870; $4.55). Gilbert and 
Sullivan troupe’s biz 
strongly last week and with no 
legit opposish. gross soared to 
$23,400, still nothing exceptional at 


(3d 


braced | 


this scale but at least profitable. | 


Fourth week, which was first can- 
celled, has been kept in with man- 
agement changing lineup of operas 
so that old stand-bys, “Mikado” 
and “Pinafore,” are only shows to 
be given, each for four perform- 
ances. 





In Five at New Haven 
New Haven, Dec. 19. 
General amusement slump took 


| wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). 


Subber and Lemuel Ayers; financed 
at $200,000, plus $20,000 overcall, 
production cost about $195,000 
(excluding about $30,000 in bonds) 
and will break even at around $26,- 
000; opens tomorrow night (Thurs.). 


Future Schedule 
“Twentieth Century,’ ANTA 
; Playhouse, Dec. 24 (rehearsing). 

“King Lear,” National, Dec. 25 
(rehearsing). 

“Captain Brassbound’s Conver- 
sion,” City Center, Dec. 27 (re 
hearsing). 

“Enemy of the People,” Broad- 


week, $27,600). 

“Black Chiffon,” 48th Street 
(9th wk) (D-$4.80; 925; $22,165). 
Nearly $11,300 (previous week, 
$15,000). 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger (ist 
wk) (R-$7.20; 1,543; $55,000). 
Opened Thursday night (14) to 
five favorable reviews (Barnes, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
Coleman, Mirror; McClain, Jour- 
nal-American; Hawkins, World- 
Telegram & Sun), two unfavorable | 
(Atkinson, Times; Pollock, Com- | 
pass) and one mixed (Watts, Post): | . : 
first five performances grossed burst, Dec. 28 (rehearsing). 
$34,600, including $6,500 for one| . “Second, Threshold,” Morosco, 
preview. | Jan. 2 (trying out). 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial) “House of Barnarda Alba,” 
(10th wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). ANTA Playhouse, Jan. 7 (rehears- 
Bettered $52,500 again. | ing). ine tia os 

“Cellar and the Well,” ANTA | Darkness at Noon,” Aivin, week 
Playhouse (1st wk) (D-$3; 924; $19,- Of Jan. 11 (rehearsing). 

700). About $16,000 on subscrip- _ “Royal Family,” City Center, 
tion; closed Saturday (16), after 9 Jan. 10. ~ 
performances. | Four Twelves Are 48,” unspe- 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (48th | acon he ata week of Jan. 15 (re- 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). About "€arsing). P 
$6.800 ieeakens ee $10,500). | “Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth, 


és ” . | Jan. 18 (trying out). 
Country | Girl,” Lyceum enn | “Richard II,” City Center, Jan. 





| $20,700 ‘previous week, $21,400). 


its toll in the break-in stand of | 
“Second Threshold” at the Shubert | 


last week (13-16). Clive 
starrer got off to an okay critical 


Brook | 
' performances, at a loss of about | 


response, but in five performances | 


at a $3.60 top, gross was a weak 
$4,800. 

House is dark until a one-night 
session of a Yiddish musical Dec. 
27. Sylvia Sidney is due in “The 
Innocents” Dec. 29-31 (Fri.-Sun.). 


‘Innocents’ $8,300, Cleve. 
Cleveland, Dec. 19. 

Sylvia Sidney in_ 
took a bump from Yule shoppers 
here, landing a fair $8.300 at a 
$3.70 top at the Hanna last week. 

Katharine Cornell's “Captain 
Carvallo,” with Cedric Hardwicke, 
moved into the Hanna Monday 
(18). 





“Innocents” | 


| week, $40,100). 


“Gentlemen 
Ziegfeld 
$48,244). 


Prefer Blondes,” “Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
(54th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; | Feb. 25. 


About $39,300 (previous | ‘Oklahoma’ Gets $32,100 
In Four Midwest Stands 


Pueblo, Col., Dec. 19. 


$49,000. _ “Oklahoma” bucked the usual 
“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street pre-Christmas lull last week to 
(4th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $40,000). amass a total gross of $32,100 in 
Getting the standee limit at all | four stands ending with a one- 
performances, with party commis-| nighter Saturday (16) at the City 
sions keeping the gross at $40,600 Auditorium here. 
(previous week, $40,100). | The Rodgers-Hammerstein musi- 
“Happy Time,” Plymouth (47th cal marathon also played Des 





“Golden State,” Fulton (3d wk) | 
(C-$4.80; 995; $24,666). Under 
$3.000 (‘previous week, $8,700), 
closed Saturday night (16) after 25 


wk) (C-$4.80;: 1,063; $29,019). Moines, Omaha and Colorado 
Reached $20,000 ‘previous week, , Springs. 
$24,200). 





“Hilda Crane,” Coronet (7th wk) | Omaha’s 13G For Three 
(D-$4.80; 1,027; $26,800). Nearly | Omaha, Dec. 19. 
$14.700 ‘previous week, $17,300). “Oklahoma” got $13,000 for three 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (101st performances at the Omaha thea- 
wk) (M-$6; 1.361; $40,857). Nearly tre, seating 2,100 at a $4.20 top. 
$25.100 ‘previous week. $29,900). This is the third trip and the 
“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Roy- last performance was the 17th in 


‘ale (6th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,-' three years. 
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Broadway | 


Jesse (Variety) Gross checks in’ 
with Uncle Sam Jan. 5. 

Hotel Astor’s new front com- 
pletes general facelifting project. 

Margaret Sullavan sold her 13- 
room house, Stone Ledges, in) 
Brookfield. Conn. 

Ray Bloch, bandleader, sold) 
Hollybrook Farm, his  35-acre | 
estate at Brewster, N. Y. 

Lovilla Bush, for 37 years chief 
telephonist at the Algonquin Hotel, 
bedded in Montefiore Hospital. 

Hollywood interest already in the 
still unwritten biog which J. P. 
McEvoy is doing on Alice and. 
Frank Scully. 

Lou Wilson of the Prince Lit- 
tler. London, organization, married 


cancer Fern Whitney Dec. 6 at 
Arlington, Va. 

Mort Blumenstock, Warner ad- 
pub veepee, left last week on a 


plane trip to the West Indies ac- 
companied by his wife. 

Special screening of Arch Obo- 
ler’s indie ‘‘Five” being set for the 
United Nations at Lake Success. 
It’s the first atom bomb pic. 

British film distrib Dan Fish to 
Hollywood to package an Anglo- 
U. S. film deal. Walter Gould, ex- 
UA, meeting him on the Coast. 

Howard Duff in from the Coast 
after the first of the year for his 
first TV 


guest shots. Debuts on 
NBC-TV's “Show of Shows” Jan. 6. 
Jonas Rosenfield, 20th-Fox ad 


mgnager, flew to the Coast Satur- 
day (16) for confabs with studio 
execs. He's due back tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

The Nicholas M. Schencks intro- 
duced their daughter, Joanne, to 
society at the Debutantes Cotillion 
& Xmas Ball on Monday (18) at 
the Waldorf. 

Chiquita (Mrs. 
went from the “Bless You AIL” 
preem direct to the Memorial 
Hospital where her bandleader-hus- 
band is still critically ill. 

Major Albert Warner lending 
his Miami Beach guest house to 
newlyweds John Malcolm Gold- 
smiths (Betti Schinasi). He's in 
the WB homeoffice publicity dept. 

Chanteuse Irene Hilda back to 
Paris but returning for TV shots 
in the U. S. in ah act written by 
Blanche Merrill and handled by 
Mites Ingalls. She’s set for four } 
weeks at the Embassy, Paris } 

Gig Young, film actor, due in| 
from the Coast next week for his 
Dec. 29 marriage to Sophie Rosen- 
stein, drama coach and test direc- 
tor at Universal. 

Paris nitery prop. Maurice Car- 
rere, Louis Vaudable, boniface of 
the famed Maxim’s, back to France 
by air (Wed.). Both hosted a fare- 
well dinner last night (Tues.) at 
the Waldorf. 

Sam Rosen, Anne Revere’s hus: 
band, planed in from the Coast to | 
join her while she rehearses fot | 
Otto Preminger’s ‘Four Twelves | 
Are 48,” which preems on Broad- | 
wav Jan. 17. 

Harry M. Kalmine, Warner Bros. 
Theatres’ prexy, disclosed engage- | 
ment of his daughter, Joan, to) 
Daniel Paradies of Atlanta. Wed- | 
ding will be held at the Hotel, 
Plaza Feb. 10. 

Johnny Dugan, coordinator of, 
Music Corp. of America’s act and | 
band depts., going on his first | 
vacation in several years with a 
cruise on the Empress of Scotland, | 
Starting Jan. 4. 

Music Corp. of America holding 
its annual Christmas party at the 
Hampshire House Fri. (22). The 
Sonny Werblins (Leah Ray) cock- 
tail-partied the MCA execs at their 
home Sunday (17). | 

Frank Braden, chief advance 
agent of the Ringling Bros. circus, 
named by Stanley Kramer Dis-. 
tributing Corp. to tour 14 nation- | 
wide keys in behalf of the com-| 
pany’s “Cyrano de Bergerac.” 

ECA’s Ed Gruskin back to Paris 
after N. Y. and D. C. sojourn. Has 
an idea for a “So This Is Free Eu- 
rope” revue, a la “This Is the 
Army.” He’s the brother of Wil- 
— Morris agency's George Grus- 

in. 

Hotelier Conrad N. Hilton, at the 
Hilton Hotels management meet- 
ings at the Waldorf last week, de- 
tailed some of his plans for a new 
hostelry in Istanbul. He’s bullish 
on Turkey's future. Also the fu- 
ture of Yank hotel management 
operations in Europe as a means 
to stave off Communism. 

Jacqueline Susann back from a 
Chi quickie in connection with fi- 
nancing of her new play, “Cock 
o’ the Walk,” which James Dunn 
plans doing under Craig Kelly’s 
auspices. With Joyce Matthews (ex- 
Mrs. Milton Berle) she is also audi- 
tioning for the Somerset Maugham 
TV Theatre.” besides starting her 
own WJZ-TV 
Mark bra. 

inez Robb, the INS feature writ- 
er. and her husband. who just 
moved into the old Billy Seeman 


Eddy) Duchin 


wiseguy New Yorkers who never! 
think of looking at want ads, | 
whereas her kid sister, Catheryn | 
McCune, visiting from her home- 
town, Tulsa, just spotted it and 
that’s the way they got the apart- 
ment. 





Las Vegas, Nev. 
By Bill Willard 
George White in town. 


Johnny White 88ing at the Gold- 
en Nugget. 

Asia Bros. pacted for Flamingo 
show Dec. 28. 

Al Donahue Orch opens at Last 
Frontier Dec. 29. 

Jimmy Kennedy headlining cur- 
rent Club Bingo show. 

Kay Thompson, Jimmy 
begin frame at El Rancho 
Dec. 20. 

Gene Cook, Life photog, squir- 
ing Marie Wilson and mother 
around town. 

Mills Bros. headline Thunder- 
bird show starting Dec. 28, with 
Sue Carson on bill. 

Las Vegas Little Theatre’s “Sep- 
arate Rooms” garnering hefty mitt 
okays from audiences. 

Phil Spitalny Hour of Charm 
still charming customers with 
ropes up in third week. 

Sid Krofft out of Xmas Thunder- 
bird show because of pacting a 12 
week teevee stint in N. Y. 

“Grandfathers Follies” package 
show due in from Frisco to the 
Flamingo after Tony Martin. 

Gypsy Rose Lee treks to Desert 
Inn for opening Dec. 26, followed 
one week later by Billy Vine. 

Harry Cohn ringsiding at El 
Rancho Vegas eyeing sepia thrush 
Dorothy Dandridge for possible pic 
deal. 

Romo Vincent. Paul Steffan 
Dancers, Lester Cole and Debu- 
tantes, Mons. Choppy, currently at 
Desert Inn. 

Resort hotel strip on highway 
91 south of Las Vegas now unin- 
corporated city by name of ‘Para- 
dise,” referred to as “Pair-o-dice” 
by local wags. 

Jack Kearns setting up Wilbur 
Clark as another Tex Rickard to 
head org promoting heavyweight 
fight card with Maxim-Savold bout 
sometime late Feb. here. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Danny Crystal back in town, 
headlining show at Carousel this 
time, 

George Gruskin, of William Mor- 
ris office, here for funeral of his 
father. 

Mike Winograd, Rochester, Pa., 
theatre owner, to Miami Beach for 
the winter. 

Johnny Harris and Jerry May- 
hall got back from England on the 
Queen Mary. 

Kyle McDonnell busted attend- 
ance records last week at Jackie 
Heller’s room. 

Variety Club’s annual New Year's 
Eve party will have music by Bill 
Catizone’s unit. 

Bill Burge is latest addition to 
radio-TV department of Walker- 
Downing agency. 

John McGreeveys’ lad, Tommy, 
has made varsity basketball squad 
at Mt. Lebanon HS. 

Gene Autry and his Western 
show will play The Gardens for 
one day on Feb. 13. 

Mike Sachs and Alice Kennedy 
reopening Casino Sunday night 
(24) after month shutdown. 

Art Tatum missed his. opening 
day at Johnny Brown’s when he 
was bumped off plane at Wash- 
ington. 

Lawrence Riley, author of ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,” working on a 
pa 3 at his home in Wheeling, 

. Va. 

Robert Carr, student at Carnegie 
Tech drama school, has lead in 
Playhouse’s new show, “The 
Charm Kid.” 
| Jules Green here for few days 
with his mother before going to 
New York to open James Saphier 
agency office there. 


Nelson 
Vegas 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
| Bal Tabarin to shutter Jan. 10. 
| Ann Sothern in for quick visit 
to Palo Alto medicos. 
| James Mulvey, Goldwyn prexy, 
home to N. Y. for holidays. 
| Dave Scofield, KFRC newscaster 
to Seattle, Maine and New York. 
| Rotus Harvey elected new Chief 
_Barker for Tent 32, local Variety 
, Club. 
| Campbell McGregor, 
_of Pacific Opera Assn., recipient of 


| plaudits for success of current sea- | 
| son. 
William Nietfield new director of in Alhambra Taven for 10 days; | 
show for Quest-Shon news for KCBS with Al Berglund | followed by Barton Bros. on Dec. | gossip columnist, launched a varie- 
| replacing Nietfield as news director | 


| 


at KFRC, 


tor, in 


| lived 


' Heidt 


president | 


London 


Jack Hylton postponing his N. Y. 
trip until Jan. 4 when he planes 
oul. 

Charlie Cairoli and Paul topping 
bill at the Savoy for Christmas and 
New Year's. 

Vivian Van Damm donating pro- 
ceeds of the Windmill’s 19th anni 
show Feb. 1 to Actors’ Orphanage. 

Jack Hutchinson chosen as liai- 
son officer for the industry's better 
business campaign; starts new job 
Jan. 1 

David 
where he 
Blyth in 
Horde.” 

Pamela May undergoing opera- 
tion on her knee which she strained 
while dancing in the Sadlers Wells 


Farrar off to Hollywood 
will play opposite Ann 
Universal's “The Golden 


Ballet in N. Y. 
Allan Jones and Irene Hervey 
homeward bound, following tor- 


mer’s collapse with heart trouble, 
necessitating complete rest. 

Bud Flanagan relinquished his 
interest in West End _ restaurant 
named after him which he opened 
last year in association with Jack 
Hylton and others. 


The “Thanks for the Memory” 
troupe of old-time vaudevillians 
folded after a three year tour. 


Over 3,000,000 nostalgically paid to 
see the veterans, 

Stephen Douglass had to vacate 
the leading role in “Carousel,” due 
to expiratton of his labor permit, 
replaced by Canadian singer Ed- 
mund Hockridge. 

Welwyn Garden City, near Lon- 
don, is to erect a theatre in mem- 
ory of George Bernard Shaw, 
who was closely interested in the 


founding and developing ot the 
city. 

Sir John Barbirolli, musical di- 
rector of Manchester's Halle Or- 
chestra, received the Royal Phil- 
harmonic Society gold medal, its 
highest award, at the Albert Hall, 
Dec. 13 

A new comedy bs Anthony 
Moore, “Caviar and Chips,” was 
presented by Molly May, Ltd. at 
Embassy Dec. 5. Show ably di- 
rected by Richard Bird, but slip- 


shod plot precludes any chance of 
West End run. 

Anouilh’s “Point of Departure,” 
successfully tried out at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, replaces the short- 
“Return to Tyassi’” at the 
Duke of York's, Dec. 26. Show 
directed by Peter Ashmore and 
cast is headed by Mai Zetterling, 
Dirk Bogarde and Stephen Murray. 


is 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


St. Paul Civie Opera Co. offer- 
ing “Hansel and Gretel.” 

Freddie Schader here ahead of 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” sched- 
uled for Lyceum. 

Jimmy Nederlander, manager 


of Lyceum, legit roadshow house, 
to Detroit, to visit parents. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Gali Gali, magician, and Cass 
Franklin & Monica Moore, sing- 
ing team. 

Arthur Olsen, 
pianist, won $1,000 prize in Horace 
radio Youth Opportunity 
show finals. 

“Oklahoma” pencilled into Ly- 
ceum Dec. 14 for fifth local en- 
gagement after grossing $58,000 for 
12 performances here last season. 

Marjorie Garretson and Alan & 
Blanche Lund holding over at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Marie McDonald, accompanied 
by mother, passed through en 
route from Hollywood to Roches- 
ter, Minn., for Mayo clinic check- 
up. 

Move on for civic opera here, 
same as in St. Paul, with Anton 
Dorati, Minneapolis Symphony or- 


chestra conductor, declaring “it’s 
a necessity.” 
Theatre collections for North- 


west Variety club’s Univ. of Mintie- 
sota heart hospital fund aggre- 
gated more than $50.000, or on a 
par with those of last year. 

In talk at Woman’s club, Jean 
Dalrymple, Broadway producer, 
| declared current theatre has more 
beauty and intelligence than ever 
before, reflecting nation’s increas- 
|ing culture. 
| Ramona Gerhard, Bob Sutton 
‘and Stu MacPherson, WCCO staff 
organist, program director and 
| newscaster, respectively, back after 
‘a fortnight in Europe during which 


| Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Dave Dorn starting jazz concert 
series in Hollenden’s ballroom in 
February. 

Adeline Neice and Larry Daniels 


29. 


| Frank Koza, Telenews camera- | 
Ann Holden, veteran commenta- man, flew home from three months 


penthorvse at 136 Waverly Place.| Friendship broadcast for gifts to onceover. 


are ribbing themselves as overly | 


needy youngsters. 


William F, McDermott, Plain 


17-year-old local, 


MacPherson did several recordings. 


{Dealer drama critic, hospitalized 
| by emergency operation for abdom- 
‘inal abscess and peritonitis. 

Local musicians’ union, first or- 
, ganized in country and now head- 
ed by Lee Repp, celebrated 63rd 
anni with party for members. 

Sheila Barrett, nitery mimic out 
of circulation several seasons by 
illness, doing comeback at Wade 
Park Manor with new rautine. 

Joseph Longo, after 11 year ab- 
sence, transferred from Seattle to 
local RKO exchange to handle ex- 
ploitation for this territory, Cin- 
cinnati and Indianapolis. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
“They Knew What They Wanted” 
the Arcoboleno 
Jack Forrester and Frank Ryan 
here from New York. 
“Winchester '73” dubbed 
the Italian for first-runs. 
John Sheppridge editing Orson 


at 


into 


Welles’ “Othello” at Scalera Stu- 
dios. 
Charles Beal playing for the 


cocktail hour at Open Gate Club 
here. 

“Festa d’Amore” ‘Festa of Love) 
is the Italian moniker for “State 
Fair.” 

Bricktop here from 
open the ABC club at 
sador hotel. 

“Napoli Millionaire’’ to be 
dubbed into English for the Ameri- 
can market. 

Paul Baron to Paris 
ducting orchestra fo 
the Nations. 

Jose Iturbi off to Naples after a 
well attended concert at the 
Adriano here. 

“Harvey” has invaded the legit 
scene here, with Gino Cervi of 
the films, in the title role. 

“Dodici lo Chiamono 
Twelve Call Him Father) 
Italian title for “Cheaper 


Dozer 
Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 
Director Ivar Johansson 


Paris to 
the Ambas- 


after con- 
Concert oft 


Papa’ 
is the 
by the 


started 


a new film about composer Carl 
Jularbo and his life. 

Arnold Sjostrand signed by 
Municipal theatre in Malmo after 


appearing for years here 

When production of feature films 
ends next January considerable 
short subject production will start 
here. 

Much discussed “Stromboli” 
preemed at the China here. Pub- 
lic appears interested despite bad 
notices. 

Gunnel Brostrom, now in U. S. 
since she married an American, ex- 
pects to return here to appear at 


Royal Dramatical Theatre next 
spring. 
Nordisk Tonefilm, a company 


owned by Swedish trade organiza- 
tions and the social-democratic 
party, preparing to do film about 
Swedish sailors. 


Chicago 


Clark Gable and wite 
last week. 

Herb Graffis, Sun-Times scribe, 
elected prexy of Chicago Press 
Club last week. 

Actor Charlton Heston in town 
visiting family and drum-beating 
current pic, “Dark City.” 

Jimmy Durante guested Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers shindig last week. 

Vera Ellen, Bill Lundigan, and 
Rex Allen in town last week for 
, Allied Theatres’ 20th Anni ban- 
quet at Palmer House. 

Chicago Federated Advertising 
Club has set “South Pacific’ and 
“Angel In The Pawnshop” casts, 
comic Benny Rubin, orkster Duke 
Ellington, Dave Garroway, Frances 
Faye, Herb Shriner, and Johnny 
Desmond for annual Xmas _ blow- 


out 
° 2. 
Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 
Singer Buddy Greco introduced 
his new combo Monday (18) at the 
Rendezvous. 
Bosh Pritchard, 
Fagles star halfback, returning to 
disk jockey field on WPEN. 





in town 


Morton Downey and Faye Emer- 


son will guest star at the Variety 


Harry Davies, theatrical press 
agent, in town plugging a new 
product, a television earphone 
gadget. 


| Chubby’s, W. Collingswood show- 
|case for recording names, has en- 
| larged and will open the new room 
Dec, 22. 

Frank Brookhouser, Inquirer 
ity television show 
i this week. 

Iz Bushkoff, proprietor of New 


three-week Forum of sojourn in Korea; into hospital for Town Tavern (Delair, N. J., spot! 


planed to Paris Monday (18) for 
‘four days on a talent hunt. 


Philadelphia | 


Clubs convention here next spring. | 


‘legit union flack, on 


on WFIL-TV_ 


Hollywood 


Joan Dixon to Miami. 
Van Johnson aired in from N.Y, 


William Holden laid up with 
virus infectton. 
Johnny Hyde vacationing in 


Palm Springs. 

Vera Ellen to Chicago for per- 
sonal appearances. 

Sid Grauman’s personal effects 
up for auction this: week. 

Rory Calhoun opening his Rock- 
ing Star Dude Ranch at Ojai. 

Charles Lamonts _ celebrating 
their 25th wedding anniversary 

Fire caused $75.000 damage to 
the Sirocco Room on Sunset Strip. 

Dana Andrews in trom Norfolk 
to spend Christmas with his fam- 
ily 

Dick Haymes 
Springs where 
ease of flu. 

Paul A. Wilderman hospitalized 
in Santa Monica after being struck 
by an auto. 


Palm 
out a 


trom 
baked 


in 
he 


Joan Fontaine will emcee the 
Christmas Benefit at the Shrine 
Auditorium. 


Carl Post recovering from injur- 
ies sustained in an auto accident 
near Salinas. 

Irene Dunne succeeded Maureen 


O'Sullivan as prexy of the St 
John's Hospital Guild 
Matty Kemp to Mexico City to 


consult government ojlvicials about 
a film production. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
for the winter, before 
back to England in spring 

Holmes Herbert celebrated his 
§0th anniversary an actor, and 
his 35th as a screen player. 

Nick Castle readying a one- 
hour show to tour California hos- 
pitals during Christmas week 

Paramount Studio Club tossed 
its annual Christmas show for kids, 
with Philip McClay producing. 

Gene Autry to Houston to en- 
tertain the kids in the Variets 
Club’s annual Christmas part: 

John Maynard succeeded Ear! 
C. Hamilton as president of Local 
150, Motion Picture Projectionisis 

Buddy Pepper bedded at home 
with serious injuries to his right 
hand as a result of an auto crash 

Mickey Rooney and Martha 
Vickers called off their divorce 
lawvers, and decided to try 
again. 

Harry Stradling won the Ameri- 
can Society of Cinematographers’ 
October award for his lensing ot 
“Edge of Doom.” 

Dorothy Lamour emceed ‘ 
luncheon in the Paramount Com- 
missary celebrating Y. Frank Free- 
man’s 60th birthday. 

Edmund Grainger took over 
temporarily as director of "Flying 
Leathernecks.” subbing for Nicho- 
las Ray who is down with flu 


in town 
heading 
as 


is 


Genoa 
By R. FE. Hawkins 
“Three Musketeers ‘M-G! in sock 
longrun at newly-opened Verdi 


| theatre. 


The Rex Harrisons are building 


'a house above Portofino, resort vil- 
‘lage near here. 


“Hamlet,” first Italian Arena the- 
atre staged her by Circolo Lumen, 
a hit at Teatare del circolo. 

Nino Taranto has brought 
top-grossing musical “Appointment 
1950” to the Augustus theatre 

Following the mushrooming otf 
similar projects in the U. S., the 
first Italian ,in-the-round theatre 
will open here shortly at the 
Circolo Lumen. 

“Closed Shutters.” Lux Film, 
now shooting here in the port area 
Massimo Girotti and Eleanora Ros- 
si, stars of film which treats with 
problem of prostitution. ° 

Diana Torrieri, Italo legit ac- 
tress, off to South America to set 
tour with an Italian company. 

Italo stars Carla Del Pogg1o, 
Andrea Checchi and director Giu- 
seppe De Santis (‘Bitter Rice’? 
here to interest fresh coin tor 


his 


l> 


| forthcoming pic on Italian parti- 
| sans to be financed and shot in 


Genoa. Carlo Lizzani is workin2 
on the: script and will direct. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Bob Roth, ex-WOL, added to an- 
nouncing staft of WTOP-CBS. 

Erie Johnstons off to their Spo- 
kane home for the holidays in 2 
last-minute switch. 

Nathan Golden, Department of 
Commerce film biggie, recuperat- 


ing from surgery in Emergency 
Hospital here. : le 
Scott- Kirkpatrick, town's sor 


leave from 
Gayety theatre to tub-thump for 
Ballet Theatre. . 
“Juvenile Jury,” the Mutual air- 
er, Jane Pickens, Lillian Kallir and 
Jimmy Savo trekked in to high- 
light National Press Club’s father- 
daughter dinner in honor of the 


' President and Margaret Truman. 
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Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 


Salvador Dali to film opposite | tro 


| ducers’ code, aimed to hike the 


morals of Mexican pix. 

Elsa Aguirre, pic starlet, inked 
for the Paris Follies Bergere. She 
got $231 per day recently-at Tea- 
Lirico, vaude-revue house 


Anna Magnani in his native Spain. | here. 


Jean Pierre Aumont to act in | 
his own play “Happy Isiand 
prussels. 

Desmarets in legiter, “Ami Ami,” 
due to illness. ; : 

William Tubbs taking a role in 
the new Jacque Becker pic, *Edou- 
ard and Caroline 

\laurice Chevalier invited by the 
( to submit a song for Paris 
» 00th anni festivities. 
~“andree Debar after finishing her 

est film stint is off to Hollywood 

th a three-year contract. 

Billy Wilder here on way to 
make shorts in Germany; also mull- 
a Maurice Chevalier biopic. 

Francoise Rosay is about to open 
in Brussels in an adaptation by her 
jate husband Francois Feyder of 
“Uncle Harry.” 

Hf. G. Clouzot pondering offers 
to make a pic in Paris before re- 
‘urpning to Bahia to produce “Le 
Cheval De Dieu.” 


\fter a year’s run, the Gallic, 
“\nnie Get Your Gun” is being’ 
niaced at the Chatelet by new 
Georges Guetary musical, “Pour 


Don Carlos.” 
\fter 1.100 performances in ‘La 


Petite Hutte,” Suzanne Flon has 
bowed out to Jacqueline Porel; 
former starts rehearsals in “Nuit 
Des Hommes.” 
Negative of Maurice Chevalier 
er. “Ma Pomme,” seized by 
courts on the complaint of 
Georges Fronsae who wrote lyrics 


the songs; claims he was given | 


no credit. : P 
Opera ballerinas Bourgeois and 


Moreau pencilled by National 
Lvrical Theaters topper George 
Hirsch for the Comique. Miss 


loreau refused to oblige, her place 
filled by youthful Liliane 
Davde, 


Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 
\Iurtin Rathsprecher named new 
ector of Scala Theatre. 
\lban Berg's opera ‘Wozzek” 
skedded for 1951 Salzburg festival. 


Hans Hass back from Red Sea 
where he produced underwater 
shorts, 

Filmarchitect Jueptner elected 


president of Austrian Film Artist 
Union. 

\merican violinist 
inked by Musik Freunde for 1951 
concert. 

Ernst Krenek’s opera, “Tarquin,” 
on repertoire of Vienna music fes- 
tivals 1951. 

Diana Films _ bought 
Filip’s libretto “‘Venzi” for early 
production. 

A. M. Rabenalt, 


stack” in Tyrol. 


Ernst Krenek’s opera, “Life of | 


Orest,” to be preemed in Gratz 
theatre (Styria). 

“No Time for Comedy” accepted 
by Josephstadt theatre. Gustav 
Manker will direct. 

American orchestra leader Henry 
S\woboda disking here on Bach- 
Mozart compositions, 


_ Fritz Krenn of State Opera 
inked for N. Y. Met and New 
Orleans appearances, 


Herbert Albert is orchestra chief | 


of newly-founded Gratz 
Philharmonic Society. 

City of Vienna to erect a monu- 
ment of Hansi Niese, famous ac- 
tress before the last war. 

Bregenz 1951 festivals decided 
on Classical Franz von Suppe oper- 
ella, “Boccaccio,” as opener. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


_ Mary Douglas inked for “Girls 
In Uniform.” 


(Styria) 





Dolores del Rio taking a three- |, 


month rest in Acapulco. 

Soprano Maria Luisa Carbajal 
recovering from operation. 
, Peliculas Nacionales distributing 
Angels Without Pants,” Argentin- 
ean pic, 


Leonora Amar, Brazilian thrush- | 


*clress, signed by Peerless for a 
Wax series. 
Nini Marshall, Argentinean, 


star 
Gregorio Wallerstein. 


' 


| 
Isaac Stern 


Frank 


directing a 
peasant pic, ‘Marriage in the Hay- | 


here to play in a film for’ : | 
'rael Philharmonic have been signed | 


Current top-selling disk is “El 
in’ Arete de Mariles’” (Mariles’ Arete), 

|named after prize horse of Col. 
Maria Mauban replacing Sophie | Antonio Mariles, Olympic games’ 


champ. _ 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

William Lundigan and Gene 
Tierney in town for preem of new 
Wometco theatre, the Carib, on 
Dec. 22. 

Pine-Thomas setting up arrange- 
ments for filming ‘‘Crosswinds” in 
this area in January. 


Hal Graham orch into Lord 
Tarlton’s new cafelounge. 
Town loading up, with tourist 


peak expected by Dec. 22, and with 
it nearly every seasonal club 
preeming. Minsky’s Beachcomber, 


Casablanca and Copa City, head 
up the list. 
Dorothy Ross set for the Ren- 


dezvous Jan. 5. 

Former Club Bali opens on Dec. 
20 under new management and 
new name, Club Caribe. Show 
policy still not decided. 

Caruso’s of Chicago took over 
old Plantation Club in Hallandale. 

Dore Schary due here soon tor 
confabs with Metro toppers Nick 
Schenck and Louis B. Maver. 

Olympia resumes vaude Dec. 20 
with Jessica Dragonette and Pat 
Henning headlining. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Deep River Boys back in Glas- 
gow vaudeville. 

“Tobacco Road” 
theatre, Glasgow. 

Vincent Singleton, Scotland ex- 
hibitor, in from trip to U. S. 

Olympia theatre in Glasgow, 
celebrating 12th anni as a cinema. 

Casting started on Scottish Mu- 
sic Hall, skedded for radio on Dec. 
30. 

London 


at Alhambra 


Films bought screen 


rights to “Geordie,” Scottish novel | 


by David Walker. 

Olympia Cinema, 
‘built in 1911 as vaude house, cele- 
brating 12th anni. 

Eddie Reindeer will be the 
comic in “Cinderella” at King’s 
| Theatre, Edinburgh. 

Gordon Jackson, film actor, to 
play in Perth Theatre production 
of “The Hasty Heart.” 

Scott Lyon, Variety 
Federation man _ in 
bedded with bronchitis. 

“Oklahoma” will play season in 
Glasgow starting next April after 
| prelim run in Edinburgh. 

“Tillie’s Punctured Romance,” 
out on reissue, drawing crowds to 
Green’s Playhouse, Glasgow. 

British Broadcasting Corp. ex- 
perimenting with signals at Kirk 
_0’ Shotts, Scot TV station site. 


Artistes’ 
Scotland, 





Bridgeton, | 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
Metro will put “Annie Get Gun” 
in three Sydney houses opening 
Dec. 25. 


Wirth’s Cifcus is doing good biz 


in Melbourne after long tour of 
the road. 


Sir Ben and Lady Fuller 
celebrated their 45th wedding 
anni recently. 

Biggest Sydney film hit in 


months is “Broken Arrow” (20th) 
at Hoyts’ Plaza. 

Dave Martin’s Ice Show is doing 
sock biz at His Majesty’s, Mel- 
bourne, on repeat run. 

Finlay Currie, British character 
actor, here to play role in 
“Kangaroo” for 20th-Fox. 

Alan Williamson, for many years 
Aussie rep of Gaumont-British, 
bows out of this job Dec. 31. 

Williamson -" Tait bringing in 
“Song of Norway” to Royal, 
Sydney, for Xmas season run. 

Charles Munro, indie loop op- 
erator, plans to open some drive- 
ins in the Queensland zone early 
next vear. 

John Calvert, U. S. magico, cur- 
rently playing the Tivoli loop, is 
planning to make a pic here next 
year after his tour. 

Anthony Kimmins, British pro- 
ducer-director, plans to have his 
cameras rolling early next year on 
“Smiley” at Pagewood. 

Looks rather certain that Mau- 
rice Chevalier will do an Aussie 
tour for the Fullers sometime 
next year following completion of 
U. S. dates. 
| New Zealand government is 
lookseeing into the possibilities of 
early arrival of TV in‘that zone, 
according to Frank Doridge, minis- 
ter in charge of broadcasting. 

20th-Fox production unit has 
taken over the old Cinesound stu- 
dio, Sydney, for interiors. on 
“Kangaroo” in addition to floor 
space at the Pagewood studio. 

“Worm’s Eye View” is doing 
strong biz at the Conway, Mel- 
bourne, for Williamson-Tait. Wil- 
liam Hodge, Morris Sweden and 
Harry Moroney have the leads. 


| Palm Springs 

By Dorothy Gray 

| The Jean Hersholts and au- 
thoress Lesley Storm houseguests 
of the Sol Lessers. Storm is work- 
'ing on screen version of “Black 
Chiffon.” 

Rudy Vallee’s two-week date at 
Starlite Room moved up to Dec. 
24. 

Leo Rojo, Felix Martinique and 


the Lope de Vega here to go to 
Bilbao and Barcelona. 

Padilla, author of ‘“Valencia,” is 
in Madrid from Paris. He will 
baton his new operetta, “The 
Vamp,” now in rehearsal. 

Ariel Films is the new producing 
company that has signed Rosario 
and Antonio to star in a new pic, 
“Three Ways,” directed by Jose 
Forque. 

Amelia Bence and her husband 
Alberto Closas in Spain from 
Argentina for a couple of months. 
He will go back to Buenos Aires 


to start work on a new film in 
February. 
Dancer Antonio Ruiz Soler (of 


Rosario & Antonio) decorated by 
the Spanish government with the 
Cross of Queen Isabel the Catholic 
for “his service to Spanish dance 
at home and abroad.” 


Lisbon 


By Lewis Garyo 

Amalia Rodrigues back from a 
tour in West Germany. 

Zara Nelsova, Canadian cellist, 
on tour of Portugal and Spain. 

Floor show at Estoril Casino in- 
cludes Les Bingsters and Karine 
Stael. 

Joao Villaret back in Lisbon 
after a four-month tour of Portu- 
guese Africa. 

Sir. John Barbirolli and _ the 
Halle orch of Manchester did eight 
concerts in Portugal. 

RKO’s “Stromboli” at the Poli- 
teama and Capitolio, doing very 
good. Two houses seat 2,500. 

Violette Quenolle, dancer from 
Paris Opera, under contract to 
Verde Gaio Ballet as teacher and 
soloist. 

Carmen Olmedo, songstress 
from Peru, and her ballet on three- 
month tour of Madeira and 
Azores. 

Antonio Ferro, now Portuguese 
minister to Switzerland, published 
a book about the cinema and the 
theatre. 

Apolo theatre reopened with a 
new revue by Lopes Braga, star- 
ring Laura Alves, Antonio Silva 


land Ribeirinho. 


Nacional Films sent cameraman 
Fernando Maynard to Azores 


‘Islands to take location scenes for 


Sue Stanley opened Friday (15) at} 


Hotel 
Room. 

The Richard Widmarks also left 
early this week. He goes to the 


La Quinta’s new Mirage 


a film to be produced shortly. 

Producer Cesar de Sa received 
the new machinery he bought in 
the U. S. via Marshall plan aid; 
installing it at the Cinelandia 
Studios. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C, Vidal-Gomis 

Dancer Maruja Tomas at Em- 
porium nitery. 

John Gray to appear at the cir- 


Virgin Islands on location for a eys as Buffalo Bill. 
} 


| film with a Navy theme. 


house he and Barbara Stanwyck | 
‘leased, before their split up, for, conda,” with Italian singers. 


December and January. 
| Director Sidney  Lanfield 


“The McFiannels,” Scots radio completion of “Ben Hogan Story.” 


family, go on to stage at Gateway 
theatre, Edinburgh, New Year’s. 
Lee Lawrence, British singer, 


circuit, including visit to Glasgow. 


South Africa 


Beryl Orde, comedienne, due 
here soon to start African Con. 
| Theatres tour. 
| For the first time in South 
_Africa a play in arena style was 
produced in Capetown by Leonard 
Schach, 
| Jose de Macedo, director of a 
‘Portuguese film company, arrived 
| here to make a film of local har- 
, bor and air activities. 
| Sydney and Leslie Pidding- 
; ton, mentalists, currently touring 
South Africa, will continue on to 
Rome, London and Australia. 
Graham Young, of the South 
frican Information Bureau 
| New York, here to 


make three 


films about South Africa for dis- | 


tribution in the U. S. and other 
countries, will depict what the 
country is doing for natives. 


Houston 


By Mary Frazer 
Serge Koussevitzky and the Is- 





_ Announcer Ricardo Lopez Men- for Houston date in City Audi- 
“ez readying a big radio station torium March 13. 


'n Morelia, capital of Michoacan | 


State. 


Jimmy Lewis, 4 | 
/'now owner of Houston’s Gay Nine- 


Operadora de Teatros, big film ties nite club, turned thesp in 


nai, has underwritten 
\lexican ix to the tune 
$920,000. , 


Agustin Lara, romantic 


future | Univ, 
of Came to Dinner,” last month. 


of Houston’s 


' Don McGrane orch playing first 


song Houston engagement with four- 


“riter and vaude theatre impre-|week date at Rice Hotel Empire 
sarlo, recovering from abdominal Room. Denny Beckner’s band, a 


operation, 
M 


‘ure productions. 


Alfonso Sanchez Tello, dean of | 
exican pic producers, to make a leader George Olsen and : 4 
‘ersion in English of all his fu-| Shutta Kirskey of Houston, will| France with Giselle Pascal and the season for foreign 


‘fave here, follows. 
George Olsen, Jr., son of band- 
Ethel 


cut his thesping teeth a lead role 


Mauricio de la Serna, a top film | in the local Alley Theater’s drama, 
producer, campaigning for a pro-' “Magic Fallacy,’ Dec. 28. 


skedded for second tour on Moss | 


in| 


veteran vauder | 


“Man Who, 


Ottawa 


{ 
| Johnny Lane 
) ineau Club show. 


Don Cossacks 
|! house for one-niter. 
' Rash of holiday bingos offering 
total of $40,000 in prizes in a week. 
| Leslie McFarlane, National Film 
Board director, lecturing on fiction 
‘writing and Terry Kielty, CFRA 
' special events chief, on radio writ- 
'ing, at Carleton College. 


| Canadian Repertory Theatre 


| 
| 


} 


into The Play-— 


collecting local kudos for ambi-' 


‘tious billing. including Shaw’s 
'“Mrs. Warren’s Profession,” and 
Christmas repeat of “Harvey.” 


} 


| Madrid 


Nikita Magaloff touring Spain 
and Portugal. 

“Gone With the Wind” will be 
shown in Spain this year. 





King Sisters at Fairmount Club. 
headlining Gat-. 


Mexican singer Ana Maria Gon- 


Robert Taylor is living in the zalez at the Poliorama. 


| Buenos Aires 


Delia Garces on South American 
legit tour now in Ecuador. 


| . Lucas. Gute, Mexican warbler, 
singing at Golden Gate nitery, over 
| Belgrano web and at Casino the- 


atre. 


Mexican warbler Pedro Vargas 
completing broadcasts on Splendid 
web; then goes on Sout. American 
tour. 


Ex-boxing champ Luis Angel 
Firpo, back from U. S., ready to 
work on Portena Films’ “Search- 
ing for a Champ.” 

Efforts made by Rodriquez and 
Lofiego to buy out stock in old 
EFA studios have not materialized, 
with company continuing under 
the supervision of Julio Yolly. 

Jose Cibrian signed for impor- 
tant role in “Los Arboles Mieren 
de Pie,” adaptation of Alejandro 
Casona’s long-run legiter, to be 
made at Estudios San Miguel. 

Due to a shortage of materials, 
Hugo del Carril postponed plans 
for another picture in Madrid fol- 
lowing completion there of “The 
Negro With the White Soul,” in 
which he doubles as star and di- 
rector. 

Narciso Ibanez Menta tossed 
stage party at El National theatre 
celebrating wedding to bit player 
Laura Hidalgo of his “Death of a 
Salesman” legit cast. Production 
now goes to Sodre theatre in Mon- 
tevideo. 

In another bid to sell pictures in 
foreign markets, Sono Film is 
wooing Mexican actor Pedro Ar- 
mendariz to appear in a pic to be 
directed by Luis Cesar Amadori, 
in which he’d star with Zully 
‘Moreno. Team was starred earlier 
this year in the Mexican film, 
“Tierra Baja.” 

Argentine actor Narciso [fbanez 
Menta goes to Montevideo to re- 
produce the role he played here in 
“Death of a Salesman,” skedded 
for production at Sodre theatre 
there. He will plane back to Bue- 
nos Aires three times weekly for 
filmization of “The Beast Must 
Die.” Pic, adapted from a Nicho- 
las Blake story, will be filmed at 


Emelco. 
Berlin 
By Bill Conlan 
Jerry Lavan bringing “Anna 


Lucasta”’ to Titania Palast. 

Two French pix receiving the 
| critic praise this week are ‘““Manon” 
and “La Ronde.” 
| Fritz Kortner’s version of Schil- 
| ler’s “Don Carlos” did not go over 
| big with the crix. 

Latest legit performances in- 
clude “Dream Girl,’ “Corn Is 
' Green,” “Lady Not for Burning” 
and ‘‘Double Door.” 

Ed Gruskin, Economic Coopera- 
tion Administration radio chief, to 


The Liceo opera has “La Gio-~confer with Oscar Hammerstein 


Ernesto Vilches at Teatro Borras 


Fernanda Montel back again at 


the Ritz after success at London! 


Embassy Club. 

“Come to Stable,” with Loretta 
Young and Celeste Holm, doing | 
well at Coliseum. 

Jacinto Benavente’s play, “Love | 
Must Be Sent to School,” hit its | 
100th performance, | 

Guadalupe Munoz Sampedro 
scored at Barcelona theatre with 
new play, “La senorita Lupita.” 

“Lola la Piconera,” play by Jose 
Maria Peman, made into an opera! 
with music by Conrado del Campo. 

Romea theatre starts new sea- 
son with Catalonian plays, first be- 
ing “Les Vinyes del Priorat,’ by 
Jose Ma. de Sagarra. 

Tony Leblanc under contract 
with producer Iquino to film ‘Ca- 
pricho Espanol” with Carmen Mor- 
rell and Pepe Blanco. 

The old Lyon d'Or Cafe is now 
called El Ruedo, the nitery offer- 
ing Spanish dance shows. Anto- 
nita Herrada is its first star. 

Following the trend to pix with. 


} 
?—* casts, producer Eduardo 


Maroto has finished “Honor 


‘ 


! 


over a German musical. 
' Paul Stein, former RKO direc- 


at with his old success, “The Eternal tor, arrives here early next year to 
| Racquet Club for a rest following Don Juan.” 


/supervise production of television 
pix for George Richfield. 

| Operetta composer Rudolph Nel- 
son booked for two weeks at the 
Splendid. Songstress Nina Konsta 
nished there recently and is now 
in Hamburg. 


Zurich 


By George Mezoefi 

Metro’s “On Town” and “Father 
of Bride” did smash first week biz. 

French pic “We'll Go To Paris,” 
smash at Bourg Cinema, Lausanne. 

Rita Hayworth and Ali Khan will 
spend this year’s ski vacation at 
Gstaad. 

Viveca Lindfors, Ralph Meeker 
and others of the staff of new Prae- 
sens pic, “Four in a Jeep,” now 
here for indoor shooting after lo- 
cation work in Vienna. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Comedian Harry Bailey back 
from Canadian tour. 
Pianist Eileen Joyce pacted for 





Tenor Emilio Salanova to Buenos Ruffians,” with Jose Bodalo and Dublin celeb concert in January. 
| Aires soon to sing in opera at the Manuel Arbo. 


| Colon. 
| Rita Hayworth and Ali Khan in 
| Seville to visit Antonio Cansino, 
grandfather of Rita. 

Legit company of Ramon Fejela 


| 


Copenhagen | 
By Victor Skaarup 
“Annie Get Your Gun” at Norre-— 


will appear in Tetuan shortly, and bro past its 250th performance. 


then tour North Africa. 


‘contracts on the radio and as 
femme lead in a new play. 

| Carmen Amaya and company 
‘cancelled their January dates in 
Spain and will continue in Paris. 


Mexico to star in a pic to be pro- 
duced by Cesareo Gonzales in Jan- 


uary. 
| Antonio Villar back in Madrid 


| after completing “Bel Amour” in tour here, scored the biggest hit of Like It” 


Odile Versoir. 


Doris Day most popular Ameri- 


Alicia Palacios to Habana to fill can songstress on platters here. 


“The Heiress” (Par) at Dagmar | 


| Bio got the best pix reviews here | 


in many weeks. , 
“Death of a Salesman,” at the 


'Kongelige Teater, has played to 


| 


| tion, looks in for a long run. 


Jorge Mistral due here soon from . many soldout houses. 


“Three Came Home” (20th) at 
Alexandra, which got a fine recep- 


British songstress Vera Lynn, on| 


artists. 


New play by Denmark’s leading | 


Company of Juanita Reina, with | dramatist, Kjeld Abell, got a 80-80 | 
American dancer Ricardo Sole, left ' reception at Frederiksberg Teater. 


Emile Littler’s “Annie Get Your 
Gun” company doing two-week 
stint at Theatre Royal, Dublin, and 
then two weeks in Belfast. 

Alec -Fryer, long-time batoneer 
of Queén’s Theatre, Dublin, orch, 
bowed out because of ill health. 
George Cullen takes spot. 


Portland, Ore. 


Ray Bennigson joined announc- 
ing staff of station KGW. 

Billy Rayes tops Harvest of Stars 
Revue at Amato's Supper Club. 

Ben Mosher furnishing his- new 
gold key club in penthouse of the 
swank King Tower. 

Katharine Hepburn in “As You 
is slated for three days in 
January at the Mayfair theatre. 
Roland Petit’s Ballets de Paris and 
“Mister Roberts” are pencilled to 
follow, 
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Louis Sobol’s 20th Year 


Louis Sobol’s contract with the | 


Hearst newspapers has been re- 
newed for two more years. Next) 
year will be his 20th with the N. Y. 
Journal-American. His column, | 
“New York Cavalcade,” is syndi- | 
cated via the Hearst press. 





Hillman Cuts Prices 


A cut in the content and price 
of three of its four meller mags 
will be completed by Hillman Peri- 
odicals with the issuance of Febru- 
ary’s Headquarters mag. Publica- 
tion that month will drop from 25c 
to 10c, as was done this month with 
Hillman’s Crime mag and _ last 
month with Real mag. Under new 
price structure mags run 48 pages, 
as compared to 96 pages at the 
higher tab. 

Uncensored Detective, another 
Hillman publication, will continue 
to sell at its regular 15c price. 





Robt. Flaherty Biog 

Duell, Sloan & Pearce has com- 
missioned Richard Griffith, assist- 
ant to the director of the Museum 
of Modern Art Film Library, to 
write and compile “The World of 
Robert Flaherty,” a biography of | 
the film director. 

Book, slated for publication next 
fall, will include unpublished pho- 
tos and excerpts from his Arctic 
diaries kept by Flaherty while 
making ‘“‘Nanook of the North,” and 
contents of letters written during 
lensing of his pix on other foreign 
locations. 





Best Plays’ ‘Index’ 

“Index to the Best Plays Series, 
1899-1950” (Dodd, Mead; $2.75) is | 
a useful supplement to the stand- 
ard “Burns Mantle Best Plays” 
volumes. It lists every legit show 
in New York from the 1899-1900 
season through 1949-50, indicating 
in which “Best Plays” volume and | 
on what page the production | 
credits, cast and other details ap- 
pear. Another section contains a 
similar tabulation of author, 
adapters, composers and lyricists. 

This should be a real conveni- 
ence to anyone who already has 
the complete “Best Plays” series, 
but is likely to be of limited help | 
to others, since in both the play | 
and author indices the individual 
“Best Plays” volume is indicated | 
by number rather than _ year. | 
There is a table in the front of 
the “Index” showing the season of | 
each “Best Plays” volume, but} 
that adds little for anyone looking | 
up authors, composers, etc., since 
no titles are listed with the latters 
names. But now that a full index 
has been published for the “Best | 
Plays Series,” it should be revised 
and reissued each year to include 
the latest “Best Plays” volume. 

Hobe. 





Smith’s ‘Musical Cemedy’ 


Cecil Smith, music critic of the 
New Republic, and editor of Musi- 
cal America and former dance and 
drama critic of the Chicago Trib- 
une as well as Theatre Arts, has 
written a new book, ‘‘Musical Com- 


edy in America” (Theatre Arts 
Books, $5). 
Smith, in his introduction, is 


very frank in saying, “I do not 
think any of the missing items, an- 
cient or modern, were omitted un- 
intentionally, though a multitude 
of different reasons led to their 
exclusions.” Smith certainly 
omitted many musical comedies 
and personalities that certainly 
should have been included in a 
history of musical comedy. He also 
has many inaccuracies (although 
not terribly important) which 
should have been checked; and I’m 
sure the second edition (and this 


be trapeze artists. 
claims that minstrelsy played only 
25 years after 1841... that would 
make it 1866. Minstrefsy lasted 
over 50 years after that. Do you 
remember the Cohan & Harris 
Minstrels at the N. Y. Theatre? 
And Honey Boy Evans, and Al 
Fields? And don’t forget Dumont’s 


for almost 50 years. 

And as for Baby Snooks, Fanny 
Brice did not originate it. It was 
Rae Dooley (Mrs. Eddie Dowling) 
who did it first in “‘Hitchy-Koo” in 
1918, then did it for many years 
after in the “Ziegfeld Follies,” 
with such guys as W. C. Fields and 
Will Rogers doing the “father.” In 
those days Fanny Brice played the 
“mother.” This isn’t taking any- 
thing away from Miss Brice, who is 
one of the funniest ladies of the 
stage, screen and radio. 

Smith, being a music critic, 
naturally has his favorite ‘“music- 
men.” He leans towards Cole 
Porter and George Gershwin, 
which is a great “daily double.” 
But he still brushed off many fine 
composers. 
book of old and new stars are 
grand. I wish there were more. 

All in all, “Musical Comedy in 
America” is a must for any thea- 
trical bookshelf. It is the first 
book I know of that has ever been 
published about musical comedy in 


| America, and Smith deserves a lot 


of credit for being a pioneer, for 
capturing most of the musical com- 
edies from pre-“Black Crook” to 
“South Pacific.” Joe Laurie, Jr. 





FDR’s Final Letters 

Third and final volume of “FDR: 
His Personal Letters” was publish- 
ed recently by Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce. The boxed set of two 
volumes, priced at $10, contains 
1,648 pages with 48 pages of illus- 
trations. 

This completes the work of the 
late president’s letters in book 
form: Vol. I, Early Years 1887- 
1904 and Vol. II, 1905-1928, each 
$5. Forewords are by Eleanor 
Roosevelt with Elliott Roosevelt as 
general editor. 





Old Corner To Doubleday 
Doubleday & Co. has added Bos- 


ton’s Old Corner Book Store Corp. | 


to its string of 25 retail book 
stores. Boston group, established 
in 1828, will continue operating 


under the same name and with the | j ; 
| Korea to resume his old job as| 


same management. and _ staff. 
George Hecht, Doubleday veepee, 
will head the setup, replacing 
Richard F. Fuller. Irving E. Jones 
will continue as Old Corner’s vee- 
pee, while Robert L. Conlin, Dou- 
bleday treasurer, has been elected 
secretary-treasurer of the Boston 
operation. 

Old Corner has three outlets in 
Boston. 


Prof’s Next Pic Tome 


Next book on the agenda of Dr. 
Hortense Powdermaker, anthro- 
pologist at Queens College, N. Y.., 
will be on the pic industry, as was 
her recent “Hollywood, the Dream 
Factory.” New one will concern 
itself with the effect of films on 
their audience. 

Sociologist, who spent better 
than a year in Hollywood on the 
last tome, intends to give all of 
1951 to a study, subsequent inter- 





volume. She expects to take an- 
other year to write it, with publica- 
tion not set until 1953. 





Freedom’s Nature 
; Since attractions in show biz are 
likely to be called on in the im- 
mediate future to perform more 





book deserves a second edition) 
will rectify this. 

Here are just a few of the items 
that should be corrected: There 
was no “roof garden” atop the 
Winter Garden. Sam Bernard was 
not a “Jew comic” in “The Rich 
Mr. Hoggenheimer.” He was a 
Dutch comic, and Sam Bernard 
Was never in “Potash & Perl- 
mutter.” It was the talented Bar- 
ney Bernard. He also says that R. 
H. Burnside was in the pit at the 
opening of “Lady Of The Stipper.” 
“Burny” was not a musical direc- 
tor, but one of the finest stage di- 
rectors in the country, and yet 
Smith does not mention him as the 
great director of the Hippodrome 
shows under the Charles Dilling- 
ham management. He calls Irving 
Berlin “a young rehearsal pianist.” 
Berlin had a tough time playing 
for hjmself, let alone playing for 
rehearsals of any show. 

Smith also calls them “The Fly- 
ing Cansinos” in the “Greenwich 
Village Follies.” I played with them 
all over the Orpheum Circuit when 
they first came over, and they were 
ust billed “The Cansinos . . Span- 

h Dancers.” I never knew ’em to 


and more in unfamiliar fields, 
they’ll be aided if they read “The 
| Nature of Our Freedom,” by Leon 
R. Yankwich, published by Wat- 
ling & Co., Los Angeles. 


Smith also program’s 


; Minstrels in Philadelphia that ran} 


The illustrations in the | 


views and research for the new | 


Author 


|lead off each issue with an 8,000- 
|word novelette. One story an 
lissue will be based on retelling a 
‘tale originally used on the AM or 
TV show. Pocketsized tomes will 
‘all be original novels following the 
mysterioso formula. 
| “Suspense” comic book, out 
‘slightly more than a half-year, has 
‘hit newsstard sales of 400,000. 


comic book and comic strip is pay- 
‘ing off also. Strip in two months 
has been inked for 40 dailies. 





Doubleday’s Roster 
Show-minded Doubleday has 
the following due within the next 
several months: Ilka Chase’s “New 
York 22,” new novel of the slick 


fashion mag set; Noel Coward’s 
six short stories titled “Star 
Quality”; “Tessie: The Hound of 


Channel One,” by Shepherd Mead, 
first satire on TV; another book 
of baseball humor, “Three Men 
'On Third,” by two Smiths (H. 
Allen and Ira L., unrelated); N.Y. 
Newsgal Lillian Barker’s “The 
Dionne Legend” (the quints have 
been her regular beat for 16 
years); and Barbara Ann _ Scott’s 
“Skate With Me,” the Olympic 
champ’s autobiog. 





Kane Takes To “Stars” 

Hartnett T. Kane, whose “New 
Orleans Woman” made a good com- 
mercial picture, seems to be head- 
ing that way again with “Pathway 
to the Stars,” (Doubleday, $3). It 
isn’t about Hollywood, but is a 
novel based on the life of John 
McDonogh, a fabulous character of 
the old French Quarter of New 
Orleans. 


This area Kane knows backward. | 


CBS deal for “My Friend Irma” | 


| better if melted down and used as an embalming fluid. 


|adjoining page. 


In fact, he has dreamed up at least | 


half a dozen bestsellers by tilling 
the soil of the Old South since he 
was. graduated from Tulane 20 
years ago. Though he writes what 
is called a popular novel, Kane is 
an indefatigable man on research. 
At the end of “Pathway to the 
Stars” he gives the sources behind 
his romance and these prove as in- 
teresting as the story itself. Defi- 
nitely for pix. Scul. 





CHATTER 

Albert Rapp’s “Origins of Wit 
and Humor” will be published by 
E. P. Dutton on Jan. 8. 

William C. Lengel upped to edi- 
tor-in-chief of Gold Medal Books, 
subsid of Fawcett Publications. 

“Fun Fare,” Reader’s Digest col- 
lection of humor and anecdote, to 
be published by Simon & Schuster, 
Jan. 15. 

Frank Tremaine returned from 


|L.A. bureau. manager for the 
| United Press. 


Robert Green, formerly of Fed- 


| eral Advertising Agency research | 


| Staff, has joined Esquire as as- 
| sistant marketing research man- 
| ager. 

Doubleday bringing out a sequel, 
“Compound Fractured French,” to 
“Fractured French,’ by F. 


| has been exporting to the Far East. 


Ss, pation came to Japan. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully oe 


Bedside Manor, Dec. 16. 


Three times within one week our hard-pressed picture industry got 
‘dusted by a fast ball from a pitcher whose control js out of this world. 
I refer to the Catholics. 

First, there was Bill Mooring, who writes a column on Hollywood for 
| about 22 Catholic publications. His key paper is the Tidings in Los 
| Angeles. He discovered the sleekest Communistic propaganda in “Born 
' Yesterday.” In fact, it was so smooth that only insiders could see it. 

I’ve known Bill for 20 years. In fact I knew him when he was a 
Socialist and worked on the London Herald. His conversion from 
that modified form of dialectic materialism to the ways of Rome is a 
story known to many, myself among them. 

Generally speaking, converts and their true stories leave me with a 
mild allergy which passes in about an hour. Catholics who have be- 
come Communists, and then reverted to their former faith, affect me 
somewhat differently. If they impose a silence on themselves as a 
sort of penance I feel very warm towards them. But if they sound off 
in every direction and seem to be hailed as doctors of the church every 
time they open their mouths, I move away lest I pick up a sort of hali- 
tosis by osmosis. 

Bill Mooring falls somewhat between these two extremes. His moral 
zeal is tempered by a nice writing style and a familiarity with the pic- 
ture biz. Sometimes he praises pictures that I believe would have been 
Frequently on 
these occasions I look for the cause and often find it in an ad on an 
I didn’t see any display ad about “Born Yesterday” 
anywhere near his righteous reading matter. 

Lolly Parsons took issue with the Tidings critic. She said if there 
were any Communist propaganda in “Born Yesterday,” it eluded her. 
I realize that this sort of opinion could easily win an Academy Award 
for subtlety itself. But if the stuff was so finely woven that nobody 
could see it, it’s quite possible it wasn’t there at all and Mooring was 
merely suffering from what my Air Force friends amorg the Penta- 
gonians call a mass hysteria emphasized by an acute personal halluci- 
nation. 











Trouble Over Hollywood 


Within a week of this blast at a picture which had gone the rounds 
as a most entertaining play, the Legion of Decency pledge was given at 
all the Catholic churches. This is an annual pledge and held no 
special significance as far as “Born Yesterday” was concerned. It’s an 
old pledge and has a sound moral background. It merely reminds its 
people that they should not subsidize forms of entertainment that are 
seemingly designed to undermine the faith and morals of 30,000,000 
believers in a certain way of life. 

But on the same day that the pledge was administered, America 
came out with a piece entitled ‘Hollywood Over Asia.” America is a 
Jesuit weekly whose format is similar to the Nation’s, its bete noir, 
incidentally, in the field of weekly journalism. “Hollywood Over 
Asia” was written by Richard L-G Deverall, who for three years was 
General MacArthur’s chief of labor education in Tokyo. 

His was.a rather temperate blast at the sort of pictures Hollywood 
He told of fairly high-level reac- 
tioms to Hollywood product. His first example dealt with Asiatic doubt 
that America had any housing problems, slum areas or problems of this 
sort. These Asiatics were quite sure they knew what the conditions 
were in America. Everybody had 20-room houses, several servants, 
two cars and sent their children to college with $100 bills in their 
pockets. 

“After all,” admonished a top official, ““we see all your movies in this 
country.” 

Deverall’s second case-history dealt with a learned Japanese pro- 
fessor who was telling his class that American culture consisted of 
gangsters who shot down rivals walking along crowded streets and 
then sped away in high-powered cars. As for family life it consisted 
of rich people drinking freely and arguing about divorce. 


Experts by Visual Education 


Asked what he was basing his conclusions on, the professor said, “I 
am very sorry but I have seen every American movie since the Occu- 
I am, I assure you, an expert on American 


Pearson and R. Taylor (with an as-| culture.” 


'sist from Abel Green). 


Bill Irwin, Chi Sun-Times radio- | be laid to Hollywood pictures. 
‘TV editor, cuts back his daily | inequality. 


In India, Deverall wrote that he saw other distortions which could 
These people are touchy about racial 
Not so impressed with gangsters and their molls, they 


_columning for the sheet to a twice- nevertheless were not unaware that Negroes played the role of ser- 


| weekly stint. 


_ald Trib pieces go in the other four | went down in mortal combat at least 10 Indians bit the dust. 


| days. 

| Paul Denis compiling a ‘‘Celeb- 

‘rity Cook Book” for 

| Press, N. Y., for spring publication. 
Using recipes of show business 

/names and other celebs, plus illus- 

| trations. 


|'a chapter on production technique 


Rockport | 


John Crosby’s Her- | vants in one type of picture, and in westerns for every white man who 


This 
| led them to believe that in America Negroes and Indians were a de- 
pressed class, the untouchables of the new world. 


Thus, all through Asia our pictures, according to Deverall, were 
making it very easy for Asiatics to transfer their hate of former colonial 
masters to white Americans. His general conclusion was that the best 

\friend of world Communism in Asia is a Hollywood “that floods Asia 


Alfred Hitchcock is contributing | with race supremacy, materialistic, we-have-a-lot-of-wealth movies.” 


“So long,” he wrote, “as we tolerate a Hollywood that exports intel- 


|to “Lights, Camera, Action,” a) lectual atomic bombs and cultural stink bombs, just so long do we 
book of 70 articles on film-making, | continue to earn in Asia the dislike for the white American that is so 
sponsored by the Academy of Mo-)| evident in many countries.” 


tion Picture Arts and Sciences. 


| Book of the Month Club, stock of | 
which has been traded over the | 
/counter, was admitted to trading | 


} 


Not content to state the problem he went on to a conclusion. He 
hoped Hollywood would clean house of its own volition. But if Holly- 
wood didn’t act he was all for appropriate action to license the export 


'on the New York Stock Exchange | °f American films. In brief, censorship. 


Dec. 12. It registered 900,000 
shares of common at $1.25. Ticker 
|symbol is BOK. 

Jimmy Savage doing a profile of 


‘is judge of the U. S. district court | Mae West for Esquire mag for May. 


in L. A. and a scholarly jurist. 
Libel or Contempt If You Print It.” 


down the Bill of Rights. 


pressagent can understand it. 


try again. Scul. 





‘Suspense’ As Whodunit Mag 
Suspense,” CBS radio and tele 





| series which is already represented | 
‘in the literati field with a comic | thoroughly — but anonymously — | 


; He 
has written several books, his last - Bill Ornstein has sold a short 
previous to “Freedom” being “It’s | story, 


Metro homeoffice publicity staff- 


“Family Tree,” to 


the | more than scuttlebutt. 


(Every U. S. film that plays Japan is screened and passed by General 
MacArthur’s headquarters before being licensed.—Ed.) 


Did Deverall’s Periscope See Over the Wall? 


| Deverall Says that these pictures are used in Soviet Russia to point 
|out that Americans are chiefly drunks, materialists and pursuers of 
| 8ross sensual pleasures. This may be true but I doubt if it’s much 

After all, no pictures are sold to the 





_American-Hebrew for publication | soviet Union, and even the best of them could be switched here and 


In “Freedom” he clears away a/| early next year. 
lot of the debris which has bogged 
; It’s so | lumbus, O., publisher, and the late 
simply written that even an actor’s| Carr V. Van Anda, managing edi- 
d 7 ; The | tor of the New York Times, were 
book is a “must” for Hollywood as added to the Ohio Journalism Hall 
it girds its loins to save the coun- | of Fame on Dec. 12 at the annual 


The late Robert F. Wolfe, Co- 


| there to give whatever impression a specialist in propaganda wanted 
|to give them. If nine-tenths of the picture were bad and the final 
tenth showed a moral regeneration, it would be an easy matter for a 
| Russian censor to clip off the last reel and let the crimes go un- 


| punished, 
In fact if this thing degenerates into this sort of war it wouldn’t be 


Hall of Fame dinner at Ohio State | much of a task to take our worst pictures, change the dialog and ex- 


publishers from throughout the Curtain. 


state. 
Sex life of Hollywood names is 


book, is expanding its foothold in| explored in Dr. Max R. Rubin- 


the publications field. 
Perles of the web’s 
rights departm2uat has set 
for Farrell Publications to bring 
out a whodunit monthly mag and 
pocketsize books under 
“Suspense” imprint. 

Mag, to be edited by Ted Irwin, 





Arthur | stein’s “The Gland and Sex Dilem- 
subsidiary ma” which Research Publishing is 


wood endocrinologist uses 


the “same troubled people” as 


a deal | bringing out Jan. 6. Noted Holly-. 
the 
| case-history technique to prove) 
the | his contention that film stars are | 


 Uatveraity attended by editors and | port them as Russian pictures to be dropped either side of the Iron 
| 


| But the real problem is much closer to home. If so much of our 
| product does things like these to Asiatics, what possible good can they 
be doing our own people? That people enjoy violence vicariously 
cannot be denied. But there were no fights, sex or drinking in “Des- 
tination Moon,” and that was good entertainment, too. In fact, I doubt 
if such a picture would be tampered with anywhere in the world. 
Dubbed in French, Chinese or even Russian dialog, the cast, of course, 
would be identified by picture-goers as French, Chinese or Russian, 
| but would this harm America particularly? If along with their checks 
such foreign exhibitors said, “That was a good picture you sent us. 


ordinary citizens around the coun-| Send us some more like it,” would that break a Hollywood producer's 


will avoid lurid material and will! try. 


heart? 
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OBITUARIES 





JOHNNY HYDE ; | 
yohnny Hyde, 55, William Morris 


concy vieepresident, died of a 
tert attack Dec. 18 at Cedars of | 
Lebanon hospital, Los Angeles. | 
“further details on page 2. 


| 
i 





GRACE ELLISTON 
Grace Elliston, 72, legit actress, 
died in Lenox, Mass., Dec. 14, 
‘fter a brief illness. Miss Elliston, 
who began her stage career before 


the turn of the century, as a 
chorus girl with Frank Daniels 
Opera Co., was active in legiters 
until her retirement in 1932. Ac- 
tress had worked with Henry 
Miller, Nat Goodwin, George 
Arliss, Ethel Barrymore, Julia 
Marlowe, Richard Bennett, Wil- 
liam Farnum, Richard Mansfield, 
Viola Allen and Edmund Breese. 
In 1899, she played a role in 


“Wheels Within Wheels,” followed 
py a part in “His Excellency, the 


yovernor. ¢ 

. Founder of the Stockbridge, 
Muss.. Theatre Workshop, Miss 
Elliston had important roles in 
“Twelfth Night,” starring Miss 
Marlowe; “Three of Us” and “Help 
Wanted.” With Bennett she 


played a leading role in “Damaged 


Goods.” She also had one of the 
top roles in “The Battle Ty, 
with Farnum. Other Broadway 
appearances Were in The 
Shadow,” With Miss Barrymore; 


“Old Heidelberg,” with Mansfield; 
“The Dictator,” with William Col- 
lier: “Her Husband's Wife, with 
Miller: “Berefords,”’ with Miss 
\jien: and “Lion and the Mouse, 
\ Breese. She also played in 

Devil.” “The Rector’s 
Garden” and “Jacqueline.” 

One of her last stage appear- 
ances was in the Theatre Guild's 
production of “The Lucky One” in 
1930. 


wil 
“The 


VIRA RIAL 

Vira Rial. 77. legit actress, died 
in New York, Dec. 16. Miss. Rial 
had appeared with the Lillian 
Russell Opera Co. in “The Little 
Duke” in 1906. She later appeared 
in “Little Jack Sheppard,” “The 
Nominee” and “Turned Up.” This 
was followed by several years 
under the management of the late 
William A. Brady in “The White 
Feather,” “Little Miss B” and 
“Baby Mine.’ She worked with 
Sidney Drew in “Keep Her Smil- 
ing’ and also had roles in “Little 
Jesse James,” “The Gingham 
Girl” and Sam H. Harris’ produc- 
tion of “Icebound.” 

An early member of Actors’ 
Equity, she was at one time an 
officer in the Professional Wom- 
an's League and was also a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Actors’ Guild 
and Actors’ Fund of America. 





KEN ROBEY | 

Kurt Robitschek, 60, known as | 
Ken Robey, theatrical producer, | 
died in New York, Dee. 16. Robey, | 
born in Poland, staged productions | 
in the U. S. and Europe. He was 
founder of the Kabarett der 
Komiker (Cabaret of Comedians), | 
under which title he presented 
shows at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. The 
Kabarett was founded by Robey 
in Berlin in 1924, the uprising of 
the Nazis finally foreing him to, 
America in 1936. His productions 
here include “Vaudeville Marches 
On,” presented at the Majestic 


theatre, N. Y., in 1939. 
In 1948, he produced “Morey 
Amsterdam’s Hilarities”’ at the 


Adelphi, N. Y., writing lyrics for 
some of the songs featured in the 
Siow. Survived by his wife and a 
daughter, 





A. ROBINS 

Adolph Proster, comedian, known , 
professionally as A. Robins, 64, 
died Dee. 17 in London of a gall 
bladder ailment. Robins had ar-_ 
rived in London the previous day 
to open in pantomime for Emile 
Littler, when he became ill. 

Robins was born in Austria and 
fame to the U. S. in 1912 to work 
for Martin Beck. He made numer- 
CUS trips to the Continent before 


Settling down in the U. S. His’ 
ast appearance in this country 


Was on the Ken Murray television | 

Show Dec. 2. His “banana man” 

act appeared in virtually every 

viudeville theatre in the country. 
lusicals in which he appeared in- 

cluded “Katinka” and “Jumbo.” 
Survived by his wife. 








HARRY E. BROWN 

Harry E. Brown, 80, pioneer ex- 
ibitor of Kane, Pa., died at his 
a there on Nov. 26 of a gun-| 
ot wound. He had been in ex- 
bition for 45 years. Brown en- 
in a4 the theatre business in Kane. 
hor ws Opening one of the first | 
a picture houses in the area, 
they 2mtinuing in business until 
~ ‘ime of his death. He rebuilt 
‘© Temple after it had been de- 


| 


a 
stroyed by fire in 1924 and his son, 
Clifford, has been managing that 
house as well as the Kane in re- 
cent years. 

Coroner Elmer Beatty said 
Brown's death was due to a self- 
inflicted wound. The theatre own- 
er had been in ill health for the 
past several months. His son Clif- 
ford is the only survivor. 


| 





EVELYN SELBIE 

Evelyn Selbie, 79, former ac- 
tress, died in Hollywood, Dec. 7, 
of a heart ailment. A legit per- 
former for 25 years, Miss Selbie 
started her film career as G. M. 
Anderson’s leading lady in 1912. 
She appeared in a number of 
silent pix and several talkies. Her | 
stage work included leading roles | 
in “Human Hearts” and “The Cat 
and the Canary.” 

Among the silent films in which 
she appeared was “The Squaw 
Man,” Cecil B. DeMille’s first 
Hollywood production. Her talkies 
included some of the Fu Manchu 
series. 

Miss Selbie 
radio. 


also free-lanced on 


BELLE STODDARD 
Belle Stoddard Johnstone, 81, 
stage and screen actress over a 
period of 64 yedrs, died Dec. 13 at 
her home in Hollywood. She had 
been in retirement for five years. 
Her first stage appearance was 
with Mme. Modjeska in 1881, at the 
age of 12. In her legit career she 
was associated with Joseph Jeffer- 
son, McKee Rankin, Edward T. 
Mayo, Robert Edison and other 
stars of a bygone era. Among her 
early pictures were “Kentucky 
Pride,” ‘‘Hangman’s House” and 
“Anne Against the World.” 
Surviving are three daughters. 


ANTHONY KIEFER 

Anthony Kiefer, 88, one of 
founders of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, died Dec. 17 in 
Peoria, III. Kiefer, who was 
secretary-treasurer of the Peoria 
Federation of Musicians from the 
time of its founding in 1894, was 
active at the founding convention 
of the AFM in Indianapolis in 
1896. He-was also city controller 
of Peoria, helped found the 
municipal orchestra and operated 
two music stores there. 

Survived by wife, two sons and 
a daughter. 


GEORGE MORTON. 
George Marshall, 55, magician | 
known professionally as George 
Morton, died Dec. 17 in a Phila- 
delphia hospital where he_ had) 
been taken following his collapse 








backstage at a Knights of Colum- | 


bus Christmas party for children. 
He was dead on his arrival at the 
hospital, efforts of rescue squad 
members failing to revive him. — 

Marshall had been a pro magi- 
cian since 1914. He had operated 
a photographic studio in Phila- 
delphia, Survived by wife and 
son, 


DEWEY ROBINSON 
Dewey Robinson, 51, character 
actor, died Dec. 11, in Las Vegas 
after a heart attack. He had never 
tully recovered from an automobile 
accident a year ago. | 
A veteran of World War I, Rob- 
inson took up acting when he left | 





‘the Army and appeared in several | 


revues with the Marx Bros. in the | 
late 1920s. As a film player since | 
1930 he specialized in gangster 
roles in hundreds of pictures. His , 
most recent pictures were “At War 


With the Army” and “The Adven- | 
tures of Skipalong Rosenbloom.” | 
| His wife, Louise, survives. 


| 
| 





RAY HANSEN me 

Ray Hansen, former casting di- 
rector at Central Casting office in| 
Hollywood, died Dec. 16 at Wads- | 
worth Hospital, Sawtelle, Calif., | 
where he had been bedridden for | 
18 months. Originally bedded two, 
years ago following a stroke, he re-| 
turned to work six months later 
| to suffer a relapse. ~ 
riginally, a talent agent, he had | 
been in showbiz for 40 years. Sur- | 
vived by his wife, actress Evelle, 


, Poole. 





HENRY M. SHAW | 

Henry M. Shaw, 80, pioneer | 
radio inventor and founder of the— 
Shaw Insulator Co., died Dec. 9 
in St. Petersburg, Fla. He invented 


‘one of the first practical vacuum 


tube bases and designed one of | 
the first U. S. radio stations in San | 
Francisco. He also invented a 
lighting arrestor. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter, | 
five brothers and a sister. | 


DR. MAX REITER 

Dr. Max Reiter, 45, founder and 
conductor of San Antonio Symph- | 
ony Orchestra, died in San An- 





' heart 


|and father. 


He also was founder and conductor | 


Reiter inaugurated the San An-| 
tonio Grand Opera Festival held | 
in the spring. 

Reiter also conducted a Sunday 
morning musical program on 
WOAI on which he spoke and 
played the classics. 





' 


J. J. McFADDEN 


J. J. McFadden, veteran exhibi- | 


tor and owner of the Rialto thea- 
tre in Renovo, Pa., died at his home 
there on Nov. 25 after suffering a 
ailnrent for a number of 
years | 
He leaves his wife, two daugh- 
ters and a son, George, who has 
been managing the Rialto for his 
father ever since he returned to 
civilian life following a stretch of 
phe service during World War 





JOHN E. GOGGIN 

John E. Goggin, theatrical agent, 
died in New Haven, Dec. 11. Gog- 
gin, who opened his own New| 
Haven agency in 1908, had repped | 
Rudy Vallee, Artie Shaw  and_/| 
Charlie Spivak early in their 
careers. For some years, he also 
had maintained a N. Y. office. He 
retired in 1945. 

His wife, a daughter, two sisters 
and a brother survive. 





ROY E. THOMPSON 

Roy E, Thompson, 63, former 
radio manufacturer, died in Scars- 
dale, N. Y., Dee. 17. Following 
World War J, in which he served 
as a radio consultant, Thompson 
formed the Thompson Radio Corp. 
manufacturing outfit. In 1931 he 


exited the business and formed 
Color Photography, to make 


color films. 
A daughter and sister survive. 


VIRGIL T. HURST 





Virgil T. Hurst, 57, manager of 
the Richmond theatre, St. Louis, 
died of a heart ailment at his 


home in that city Dec. 9. Formerly 
an assistant manager of the St. 
Louis and manager of the Shaw. 
Hurst had been in the entertain- 
ment field for 10 years. 

His wife and three 
survive. 


daughters 





RAYMOND L. SCHROCK 


Raymond L. Schrock, 58, screen 
writer, died Dec. 12 at his Holly- 
wood home after a heart attack. 

A native of Goshen, Ind., Schrock 
directed stock companies in the 
Midwest before joining Universal 
as a scenarist in 1925. At one time 
or another he worked for practical- 


ily every studio in Hollywood. 





CLARENCE E. ONENS 
Clarence E. Onens, 51, chief engi- | 
neer at WCAM, municipally-owned 
Camden, N. J., station, died Dec. | 
ag Ss his home in Collingswood, 


| A former president of the South | 
Jersey Radio Assn., Onens was as- | 
sociated with WMAM for 22 years. inson, Jr., Bedford Village, Conn., 

, Dec. 16. Bride is a singer; he’s 

_CBS program veepee. 

/ Ruth Roman to Mortimer Hall, 


His wife survives. 


BEN J. SALLOWS 
Ben J. Sallows, 62, former news- | 
paper publisher and theatre owner, | 
died in Alliance, Nebraska, Dec. | 
17, of leukemia. Sallows, who had | 
published the Alliance Times-' 
Herald, was the owner of two 
Nebraska theatres. 
His wife; two sisters and a 
brother survive. 


WILLIAM P. McCRYSTAL 
William Patrick McCrystal, 69, | 
former vaudeville trouper, died | 
Dec. 9 in Culver City following a. 
heart attack. His son, William T. 
McCrystal, is manager of the 
Metro radio station, KMGM. | 
| 


WILBUR SMALL 
Wilbur Small, 40, stations rela- 
tions executive with the Progres- | 
sive Broadcasting System, died of. 
a heart attack Dec. 9 in San Jose, 
Cal. 


Constance Willdberg, 25. wife of 
legit producer John Wildberg. died 
Dec. 18 in Beverly Hills, Calif., 
apparently of an overdose of sleep- 
ing pills. Survived by her husband 

















Mother, 69, of H. Allen Smith, 


humorist, died in Indianapolis, 
Dec. 16, after a long illness. Her 
husband, three sons and _ five: 


daughters survive. 





Eddie Franks, 55, in Chicago, 
Dec. 11. He was a nightclub own- 
er and husband of Dolly Kay, song- 
stress. 





Raymond T. Guy, 66, film tech- 
nician for 25 years at Paramount, 
died Dee. 8 in Hollywood. 





Ray Fitzgerald, 58, electrician on 
the Universal Pictures lot for 15 
years, died Dec. 11 in Hollywood. 


Mother of Gilbert Kinney, senior 
veepee of the J. Walter Thompson 


|Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


,son, daughter, Hartford, Dec. 


‘ter, Hollywood, Dec. 


'tonio, after @ heart attack Dec. 13.! ad agency, N. Y., and T. Wylie 


Kinney, Life mag exec, died at 


of the Waco Symphony Orchestra. | her home in New Haven Dee. 17. 





Father, 69 of Robert Hibbard, 
WGN-TV assistant operation head, 
died in Chicago Dec. 12. 





a producer, died in Chicago, Dec. 





Wife of Moe Wells, vet Chicago 
music pubber and theatre owner, 
died in Chicago, Dec. 10. 





Brother of Archie Levington, 
Leeds Music manager, in Philadel- 
phia, Dec. 11. 





Murray Katz, 63, father of 
WMGM, N. Y., program director 
Raymond Katz, died Dec. 18 in 


New York. 
Grandfather of Mrs. Tony Can- 
zoneri, died Dec. 14 in New York. 


MARRIAGES 


Melle Mathews to Lew Kerner. 
Beverly Hills, Dee. 10. He’s a 
film casting director. 

Jane Baldwin to Frank Shugrue, 
Tijuana, Mex., Dec. 17. She’s a 
film studio makeup; he’s a still 
cameraman, 

Colleen Townsend to Louis H. 
Evans, Hollywood, Dec. 16. Bride 
is former film actress, now an 
evanzelist. 

Nancy Priest to Louis Stone, in 
Bronxville, N. Y., Dec. 15. He is 
assistant to David O. Selznick and 
former counsel for American 
Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers. 

Fern Whitney to Lou Wilson, 
Arlington, Va., Dec. 6. Bride is 
dancer; he’s with Prince Littler 
production office of London. 

Frances Burson to Bill Todman., 
Dec. 17, N. Y. He's co-producer 
with Mark Goodson of several 
CBS radio and TV shows. 

Norma Thornton to Tiger An- 
drews, Dec. 18, N. Y. She’s mem- 
ber of the line on Ed Sullivan’s 
“Toast of the Town” vaudeo show: 
he’s an actor. 

Betti Schinasi to John Malcolm 
Goldsmith, Dec. 15, New York. 
Groom is with Warner Bros. pub- 
licity in N. Y.; she is daughter of 
Ruby (Mrs. Leon) Schinasi, w.k. in 
show biz. 

Barbara Sachs to David Mar- 
gulies, Dec. 20, New York. She is 
the daughter of Mrs. Hal Horne, 
wife of the film publicist and pro- 
ducer. 

Althea Murphy to Gerald 
Savory, Dec. 16, White Plains, 
N. Y. Bride is a legit actress; he’s 
a dramatist-director. 


Las Vegas, Dec. 17. Bride is a film 
actress; he is manager of radio 


Mother, 42, of Theodore Liss, . 


Vivienne Segal to Hubbell Rob- | 











jose Ferrer 
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de Bergerac,” in which Ferrer is 
starred. 

Doubters that the 38-year-old 
actor could keep up with the 
schedule that Condon has laid out 
for him were treated this week to 
a peek at the resume of a “Cyrano” 
tour. It lasted three months, dur- 
ing which Ferrer crossed the coun- 
try six times and rolled up a total 
of 364 newspapers, tradepaper, ra- 
dio, TV, magazine and lecture ap- 
pointments. During that time he 
undertook 29 one-hour-and-20- 
minute lectures before a total of 
better than 17,000 people. He 
talked through 171 radio and TV 
appearances and 68 press inter- 
views, averaging 5.2 interviews a 
day over the period of 70 working 
days. 

In Los Angeles, a columnisi who 
had been trapped by other pub- 
‘licity handouts became suspicious 
of the casual notation that Ferrer 
spoke five languages and sugyest- 
ed a five-language interview be set 
up. This was done, with Ferrer 
bobbing and weaving’ through 
French, Spanish, Italian, German 
and English for 45 minutes to the 
delight of the Kramer flacks. 

Ferrer, during the tour, receiv- 
ed the keys to four cities. did 
seven French-language broadcasts 
in Montreal, 12 Spanish-language 
in New York, did a one-man, one- 
hour video show and cooked a 
half-hour meal on TV. Leisure was 
occupied by tennis, singing les- 
sons, dancing lessons and gym 
workouts. 

Pic being planned by JFE may 
be ‘20th Century” if remake rights 
can be obtained from Columbia. 
Legit version starts Dec. 24 on a 
non-profit basis for the American 
National Theatre and Academy and 
then moves on a commercial basis 
to the Fulton, N. Y. Ferrer hopes 
to run through the season, with 
another name actress subbing for 
Miss Swanson if a prior film com- 
| mitment takes her out after March 
1. Ferrer plans to tour in the late 
spring, winding up in Los Angeles 
to start the picture chore. 

Recording pacts are being talked 
with RCA Victor and Capitol. Fer- 
rer wants to do a “Cyrano” album 
(he has already done “Othello” for 
Columbia), some love poems, some 
international songs, children’s al- 
bums the has done one for Decca) 
and an opera based on Dr. Fred- 
eric Wertham’s “Dark Legend.” 

Book, for which a contract has 
already been set with Henry Holt 
by Music Corp. of America, would 
be a combo of memoirs, anecdotes 
and opinion. Delivery date of the 
manuscript is set in the contract 
as Oct. 1, 1951, Ferrer plans to 
dictate it into a maehine on trains 
and between other chores. 

Ferrar’s aim with the radio-T 
package is some sort of variety 
show, about which he has already 


| had talks with NBC. He does not 


station KLAC, Los Angeles, which | 


is owned by his mother, Mrs. Dor- 
— Schiff, publisher of the N. Y. 
ost. 


Helen Clayton to Alfred A. Ros- 


sin, N. Y., Dec. 16. Bride is a con-, 


cert singer. 
Shirley Temple to Charles Black, 
Del Monte, Cal., Dec. 16. Bride 


is a film actress; he’s been active 
a TV: 





BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Garrett, 
son, Hollywood, Dec. 11. Father is 
a cameraman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bachman, son, 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 13. Father's radio- 
TV account executive with Both- 


well Ad Agency. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Raff, son, 


film editor at RKO. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Spinrad, 
son, New York, Dec. 15. Father is 


with Warner Bros. publicity de- 
partment. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Echel- 


16. 
Father is VARIETY mugg in Hart- 
tord and publisher of Post News, 
sports and entertainment daily. 


_Mother is Jane Hall, nitery singer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ezio Pinza, daugh- 
15. Father 


want to do a weekly dramatic se- 
ries (although he has already ap- 
peared in “Cyrano,” “What Makes 
Sammy Run” and other hour-long 
adaptations). He feels that good 
drama can’t be rehearsed and done 
well enough every seven days. 
Cafe turn which Ferrer and 
Condon are working out is a sort 
of “male Hildegarde” routine. It 
would be strictly class, with all 
special material, and run four to 


_six weeks a year. 


Lecturing, at which Ferrer 
proved himself highly adept dur- 
ing the “Cyrano” tour, is designed 


partly as an income-producer, but 


Father is a. 


'is an operatic singer and a legit-, 


film actor; mother is the former 
ballet dancer Doris Leak. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Mac- 
Lean, daughter, Dec. 12. Father 
is drummer with Hal MelIntyre’s 
orch; mother, Janet Brace Mac- 
Lean, was former vocalist with 
| Johnny Long’s band. 


primarily for cross-promotion of 
the actor’s other activities, such as 
his book, records and films. 

JFE is also seeking other deals 
involving production or promotion 
that would not require Ferrer’s 
personal services. 


Armed Forces Hike 
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of good-looking girls and good 
dancers have always been difficult 
and talent buyers have frequently 
been forced to compromise on 
these two basic demands. One 
wartime factor that proved to be a 
potent hurdle to getting sufficient 
personne} to fill out dance groups, 
has been the high wages in de- 
fense plants. Producers have fre- 
quently been forced to pay more 
than scale. 

They look forward to a repeti- 
tion of all these problems. How- 
ever, these headaches are com- 
paratively easy to take. The pro- 
ducers would rather be hit with 
a shortage of girls than with a 
shortage of spots in which to dis- 
‘play ‘em. 
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nae our business + was a B 
Dear Harry S: gold more than 59,000,000 records 
, and pandleader: 
e know things toug Citizens in 
| Show Business always learn thes® thing early: Believe me Harry: t at's more records than 
And the records will = w we alway® pitch > Joe eCarthy eeps asking for. In ddition- 
as good citizens —— Frankie holds theatre box-office records while 
So, with pardonable pride. 1 to call so many ¢ his cont porarie id their 
to your attention an 1 ternal change of Show heads. 
Business. hile repeating ou eagermess to 
contribute qin whatever is equired } the Well, the point of it all 18 this 
Big National picture- 7 
| Everybody tg writing to you wit problems 
This concerns another piano player War, Peace: Taxes, Housing: Medicine. Labor. 
etc That's part of our privilege and respon : 
couple of yea o the te House sibility 
orresponden ew ifty party for you P 
the Statler. Washingt m- g mcd bY But starting February 23rd. Associated 
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duced the great of Show Business- 
cial Security Taxes. ecomes he Exclusive 
e hit of he evening: } ging by the Sales Representative or Frankie Carle, his 
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Vinso and others. W a piano player who 
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nite stand. 
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Frankie's the feller who wrote “Sunrise , 
Serenade, “Oh What It Seemed to Be,” etc P. 5. Frankie returns to the Cale Rouge of 
etc. Recently, at the end of his Columbia Rec- New York's Statler on December 29 with Joan 
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